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PREFACE 


Most of the words in this simple dictionary for boys and 
girls are those used in ordinary speech, in writing letters, and 
in reading modern story books. However, it also includes a 
number of words which are no longer used in every-day con¬ 
versation, but which are found in history books, and in classical 
story books which have survived several generations—such 
books, for instance, as Ivanhoe, Robinson Crusoe, Treasure 
Island and many more. Examples of words of this sort are ; 
alchemy, galleon, hapless and quaff. 

Where necessary, pronunciation is indicated by spelling the 
word exactly as it is spoken, with italics to show on which 
syllable the stress should fall (e.g. si/-a-bl). 

The parts of speech are indicated by abbreviated words in 
italics: for instance v. for verb, and adj, for adjective. A 
list of abbreviations used throughout the dictionary can be 
found on page 7. 

A special feature of this dictionary is, that wherever it 
would seem helpful, a specimen sentence has been given after 
the definition to show how the word is used and to explain 
its meaning more clearly. In many cases, for example imder 
the word “ level there are two sentences, showing the word 
used first«as a noun and then as an adjective. 

Many of the examples are simple facts about family life, 
but others incorporate statements about history, literature, 
geography, astronomy and natural history, as well as showing 
the use of the particular word. Such statements will be found 
in the examples following the definitions of th^e words: 
conflict, date, divide, emperor, feline—and many mure. 

Another way in which it is hoped that the dictionary will 
widen a child’s vocabidary is with the frequent use of cross- 
references. Sometimes a word introduced into the definition, 
or the example, may itself be difficult to understand. For 
instance, under the word ** mace ’* the definition includes the 
word procession *'• In such cases a note, (see processioii)^ 

5 



6 


PRBFACB 


follows the word in question so that the child wiU be encouraged 
to look it up straight away. 

> This book was compiled not only to supply definitions to 
certain words, but with the idea of teaching boys and girls 
how to make frequent use of a dictionary in the course of 
their every-day lives. 



ABBRBVIATIONS USBD IN THB 
DICTIONARY 


... 


... adjective 

ado* ... 


... adverb 

caa^ .... 


... conjunction 

Ex* ... 


... Bxample 

interj. 


interjection 

n. 


... noun 

prep. 


... preposition 

pro. ... 


... pronoun 

o* 


... verb 
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aback adv. Backwards; to be taken aback is to be surprised. 

He was taken ohaek when he found he had to pay a shilling, 
abandon (a-dan-don) u. To give up or leave entirely, as sailors 
abandon a sinking ship. Ex. I will abandon the idea of becom¬ 
ing a singer. 

abashed adj. Shy or ashamed. Ex, He looked abwthed when he 
was told to stand up in class. 

abbot n. The head of a monastery. The head of a convent is an 
abbess. The church belonging to a monastery is an abbey, 
abbreviate (a-hree-ve-ate) v. To shorten. Ex. We abhreviaix the 
word verb by writing only v. V. is an abbreviation (or verb, 
abdicate (a6-de-kate) v. To give up a position, usually a throne. 

Ex. King Edward Vlll abdicated in 1936. 
abdomen (a6-do-men) n. The lower part of the body inci uding the 
stomach. An abdominal pain is a pain in that part of the body, 
abduct u. To carry off by force. Ex, The robber chief o bducted 
the beautiful princess. 

abhor V. To hate. To turn away from, with horror. Ex. All good 
men ab^ cruelty to animals. They feel abhorrence for it. 
abide v. To remain or stay, as in the hymn ** Abide with me 
Abode is the house or place in which one lives. Ex. It was a 
bumble abode but very clean. 

ability n. Power of doing things. Cleverness. Ex. He is a boy 
with great ability, and is sure to do well, 
abject (ob-jekt) ad^. Miserable. Ex. They live in abject poverty, 
ablaze adj. On fire. Shining. Ex, The house w'as ablaze. The 
beautiful crown was ablaze with jewels, 
able adj. Having the power to do a thing. Ex. Are you able to 
'swim ? 

able-bodied adj. Strong in body. Ex, Every able-bodied man 
should work. 

abnormal (ab-nor-mal) a(^'. Not usual. Strange. Eo;. He would 
be an abnormeU boy if he did not want to run about and play, 
abode n. See abide. 

abolish (a-boi-ish) v. To do away with or put an end to. Ex, 
Britain passed an Act of Parliament in 1807 to abolish slavery 
(se slave). Its abolition was a very good thing, 
abominate (a-bof7»-e-nate) v. To hate or detest. Ex. We abomi^ 
note cruelty to animals. We tliink it is an abomination. 
Cheating is abominable. 

aborigines (ab-or-ty-in-ees) n. The first people who lived in a 
country are called its aborigines. Ex, The aborigines pt New 
Zealand were Maoris. 

abound v. To be plentiful. Ex. Apple treei abound in this dis¬ 
trict. 
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abreast (B-brest) ado. Side by side. Est, You must walk only two 
abreast on ^s narrow path. 

abridge v. To shorten. Ex, An abridged story is usually cheaper 
than the full-length version. 

abroad {B-brasod) ado. In a foreign country. Ea, We hope to 
have a holiday abrocai this summer, 
abrupt adj. Sudden or sharp or rude. Ex, John has a very abrupt 
way of speaking sometimes. 

abscond (ab-sJIcond) v. To go away secretly to escape from the 
law. Ex, The dishonest clerk has absconded with money be¬ 
longing to his employer. 

absent (a6-sent) adj. Away from home or from school. Not 
present. Ex. Five boys were absent from school this morning, 
absent (ab-«ent) n. To stay away deliberately. One who does 
this is an abseffdee. 

absent-niinded ad^. Not attending to what is going on. 
absolute (rh-sol-ewt) adj. Complete. Ex. The play was an (dm- 
lute failure. It is absolutely impossible for water to run 
uphill. 

absorb v. To suck up. To interest greatly. Ex. A sponge 
absorbs water. His work (dmrbs him (fiUs his mind) com¬ 
pletely. This is an absorbit^ story, 
abstain r. To hold back or keep away from. Ex, We should 
odstotn from using bad language. 

absurd odf. Foolish. Ridiculous. Fa;. It is a6stird to say that all 
lessons are dull. That is an absurdity, 
abundant (a-6ufi-dant) adj. Plentiful. In great numbers. Ex. 
Oranges are abUndarU in Spain. There is an abundance of 
fruit in the orchard. 

abuse (a-bews) r. To use wrongly or treat badly. Ex. A good 
king would not abuse his power. You would not abuse your 
little dog. 4 

abyss (B-biss) n, A very deep hole among mountains or cliffs. 

Ex. The ^eep fell into the ebyss. 
acacia (a-kay-she-a) n. A tree with leaves shaped like feathers, 
academy (a-kod-e-me) n. A school in which some particular art 
or science is studied, sudi as music or painting, 
accede (ak-seed) n. (a) To agree. Ex, He acceded to his mother’s 
wish. (6) To succeed {see succeed). Ex. King George V 
acceded to the throne on his father’s death, 
accelerate (ak-sel-er-ate) v. To make quicker, or go at a faster 
speed. Ex, The car driver had to accelerate before coming to 
the hdl. 

accent (ok-sent) n. A way of speaking. Ex. He has a Soots 
accent : or: She speaks French with a bad accent, 
pCcept (ak-s^) u. To agree to take. Fa. The man reftised to 
acc^ any payment for what he had done: or: I shaU eeei|fl 
this invitation. 
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access (aAc-sess) n. A way of reaching. Bsb, The only occcm to 
the roof is by a trap-door. 

accessible odj. Easily reached. Eat. He wants a house that is 
accessible from the station. 

accession n. Coming to the throne or any high position, fa. 

He hascarried out his duties well since his accession, 
accident (oA-si-dent) n. An unexpected event; sometimes one 
in which people are injured, as in a railway accident. Acci¬ 
dental means happening by chance. Eae. It was an acddmted 
meeting. 

acclaim (a-ldome) v. To greet with shouts of joy. Ex. The vic¬ 
torious cricket team was aecUntned when it returned to Eng¬ 
land. 

accommodate (a-Acom-o-date) v. To help someone, usually by 
giving him lodging. Accommodation usually means rooms in 
which to live. 

accompany (a-Amm-pa-ne) v, (a) To go with. Ex, I will accom¬ 
pany you on your walk, (b) To play the music for a song, 
accomplice (a-Ancm-plis) n. One who helps another with a crime 
{see crime). Ex. The elder man planned the crime: the 
younger was his accomplice* 

accord (a-kord) (1) n. Agreement. Ex. Their tastes were in per¬ 
fect accord. (2) v. To agree. Ex. His opinion {see opinion) 
accords with mine. We are in perfect aceor^nce on the 
matter. 

account n. (a) A statement of money to be paid for what has been 
bought. Ex. The butcher sent his account, {b) A description 
{see describe). Ex. He gave an accoufd of his experiences {see 
experience) in the war. 

account v. To explain or give a reason for. Ex. If he was ill, 
that would account for Ids being absent. • 

accumulate (a-Aceco-mew-late) v. To collect or gather together. 
Ex, We Imve accumulated too much fbmiture for this house. 
An aceumulatvm is a collection, usuaUy larger than is wanted, 
accurate (a-kew-rate) adj. Correct and careful. Ex. His account 
WBB accurate. He de^bed the game oectirately, with accuracy, 
accuse {n-kewse) v. To blame. Ex. The man was accused of 
stealing. An accusation of stealing was made against him. 
accustomed (a-kus-tomd) adj. db v. Having the habit of. Ex. 
1 am aceu^omed to getting up early. I have accustomed myself 
to it. 

ache (ake) (1) n. Pain. (2) v. To cause pain or to be in pain. 

My head aches, since 1 bumped it. 
achieve (a-cheeo) v. To succeed in doing something. Ex, The 
army achieved victory after a hard straggle. It was a great 
achievement, 

add (ait-id) (1) n, A sour liquid. (2) a^f. Having a sour or 
sharp taste. 
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acknowledge (ak-noZ-edj) v. (a) To admit. Ex. He aeknowle^e 
that he was guilty, {b) To express gratitude {see grateful) foi 
Ex. He acknowUdged his aunt*8 kindness. Please acknowledgi 
this letter. Send an etcknowledgement. 
acorn (a 2 />korn) n. The nut that grows on the oak tree, 
acquainted (a-kwayn-ted) adj. Known or familiar {see familiar) 
Ex. These ladies are acquainted with each other. They an 
acquaintances. An acquaintance is a person whom one knows 
but who is not a friend. 

acquire (a-kwire) v. To get. You acquire knowledge at school, 
acquit {a~kwit) v. To set free from blame. Ex. The prisoner wai 
acquitted (said to be not guilty). 

acre (a^-ker) n. A piece of ground measuring 4,840 square yards 
acrobat One who can do clever tricks on wires and ropes, anc 
turn somersaults. 

active adj. Inclined to be busy and quick in movements. Ex 
She is still a very active woman although she is eighty yean 
old. * 

actor n. A man who plays a part on the stage. A woman whc 
does so is an actress. 

actual (aA'-tew-al) adj. Real. Ex. Sherlock Holmes was not an 
actual person. 

acute {a-kewt) adj. Sharp. You can have acute hearing, or an 
acute pain. 

adage (ad-age) adj. An old and well-known saying. Ex, “ More 
haste less speed ** is an adage. 

adamant adj. Determined, not willing to yield. Ex. The school¬ 
master was adamant about giving no 
extra holiday. 

adapt 0 . To alter for a different purpose. 

Ex.*He adapted a soap-box to make a 
rabbit-hutch {see hutch), 
adder n. A poisonous snake, 
addicted adj. Having formed a habit. Ex. 

He was addicted to taking long walks, 
addled (ad-ld) adj. When an egg is addled 
it is bad. Wlien a person is said to be 
addled he is confused or muddled, 
address (1) n. (o) A speech. Ex. The headmaster gave a very 
interesting address. (6) The place (town and street, etc.) where 
one lives. Ex. I wrote his address on the envelope before post¬ 
ing it. (2) V. (a) To make a speech. Ex. He addressed a 
large au^ence. (&) To address a letter means to write the 
adless on the envelope. 

adept (ad-ept) n. One who is clever at doing something. Ex. My 
mother is an adept at making pies, 
adequate (ad-e-kwate) adj. Enough. Ex. We find our small 
garden quite adequate for our needs. 
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adhere e. Stick. Ex. The stamp when moistened (see moist) will 
adhere to the envelope. He will certainljr adhere to his 
promise. 

adieu (n-dew) n. db interj. Good-bye. Farewell, 
adjacent {ad-jaysmt) adj. Very near. Next doer. Em. The 
headnmster’s house is adjacent to the school, 
adjoin v. To join on to. Ex. The boys* school adjoins the girls* 
school. 

adjourn (ad-jtern) o. To put off till later. Ex. The meeting has 
been adjourned till to-morrow. 

adjust V. To put a thing in the right place or position. Ex, He 
means to adjust the brakes of his bicycle, 
admiral n. The highest officer of a navy. 

admire v, Tc like the look of. To have a high opim'on of. Em. 
(a) I admire these roses, (ft) The sailors all admired Lord 
Ndson, They had great admiration for him. 
admit V. (a) To allow to come in. Ex. They will not admit dogs, 
(ft) To agree or confess. Ex. He admits that he took an apple. 
The act of admitting is admission (n.). 
admonish v. To reprove. To scold. Ex, She was admonished 
for being late. 

adolescence (ad-o-iess-ence) n. The time of life when one is young 
but no longer a child. 

adopt 0 . To take the child of someone else (by agreement) and 
bring it up as one's own. Ex. She was their adopted daughter, 
adore v. To love or worship. Ex. They adore their little son. 
He is adorable. 

adorn v. To decorate or make more beautiful. Ex. Her hat was 
adorned with roses, 

adrift adj. bloating loose and not tied up. Ex. Their boat was 
adrift for two days. • 

adroit Clever. Ex, He managed the business in a very cuiroit 
way.^ery adroitly (udu.). 

adult (^-ult) n. A grown-up person. Ex. No adults were invited, 
adulterate v. To mix with something that is not good. Ex. The 
milkman must not adulterate the milk with water, 
advance v. To go forward. Ex. Hie army advanced two miles. 

They made an important advance, 
advantage (ad-oan-tage) n. A beneAt (see bcneAt) that makes 
one more fortunate than someone else. Ex. It is a great 
advantage to have good health. 

adventure n. An exciting experience. Ex. I like reading stories 
of adventure. One who likes having adventures is adven¬ 
turous. 

adversary (od-ver-sa-re) n. An enemy. Ex, The adversary was 
very strong. 

adverse adj. Unfavourable. Ex. Father*s opinion of it was 
adverse. 
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adversity n. Trouble or misfortune. Ex. She is cheerful even in 
adoenUy, 

advertise (od-ver-tise) o. To make known publicly, usuaUy in a 
newspaper. Ex. He adoertiaed his car for sale. He put an 
odoertiBement (ad'oer-tis-ment) about it in the paper, 
advise o. To give an opinion (see opinion) on what should be done. 

Ex, Please advise me in this difficulty. Give me your advice, 
aerate (atr>ate) v. To put gas into liquid smd make it bubble, 
as is done with lemonade. 

aerial (atr>re-al) n. The name given to a long outside wire which 
is part of a radio set. 

aerodrome (oir-o-drome) n. Ground used for the landing and 
departure of aeroplanes. Aeroplanes are flying machines 
which are heavier than air. 

affable adj. Pleasant and friendly. Ex. He has a very affable 
manner. 

affect V, To have an effect upon. Ex. Cold weather affects deli- 
cate plants. 

affectation n. An unnatural or conceited manner. One who 
shows affectation is said to be affected. 
affection n. Love. One who is loving is affectionate. 
affianced (a^/y-anst) adj. Engaged to be married. Ex. The 
Prince was affianced to a beautiful lady, 
affirm n. To say or state. Ex, He affirmed that he had never 
seen it before. To answer in the affirmative is to say ** Yes 
affix 17 . To fix on. Ex. You must affix a stamp to the 
envelope. 

afflict V. To cause suffering. Ex. He is afflicted with rheumatism. 
Job endured many afflicHons, 

afford (a</ofd) v. To have enough money to buy. Ex. I can 
afford a new hat now. 

affray {n-fray) n, A fight. Ex. There was a violent affray be¬ 
tween tile two groups of men. o 

affront (a-/ron<) v. To insult or put to shame. Ex. She felt 
affronted when she was not invited, 
afresh ado. Again. Ex. The fighting broke out afresh. 
age n. The number of years a person has lived. A long period 
of time. 

aged (i^jed) a^. Old. Ex. The aged man could not walk fast, 
agent (<^-jent) n. One who acts for another. Ex. My fother 
employs an agent to sell his books, 
aggravate o. (1) To make worse. Ex, The pain of his wound 
was aggravated by the heat of the sun. (2) Sometimes used 
in the sense of annoy. Ex. She was aggravated by the gossip, 
aggressor n. The one who begins a quarrel. Ex. Our eat was 
the aggressor when the dog appeared. She is a^essive. 
aghast (a-gahat) adf. Horrified. Ex. Mother was aghtM when I 
dropped the bowl of mOk. 
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a^Ue (a-jile) adj. Able to move quickly. Ex. Monkeys are qgite 
among the trees. They show great agility. 
agitate (q;-i-tate) o. To disturb or upset. Ex. He was much 
agitated when he heard of the accident, 
agony (ag-o-na) n. Very great pain of body or mind. Ex, Tooth¬ 
ache can cause agony t or agonising pain, 
agree v. To consent or accept or be content. Ex. He agreed to 
pay a shilling for it. ** Birds in their little nests agree,** A 
person or thing that is pleasant is agreeable. Ex. An agreeable 
surprise. A written agreement is a promise between people 
to do a certain thing. 

agriculture n. The growing and harvesting of crops. Ex. As he 
means to be a farmer, he is studying agriculture. 
ahead {a-hed) adv. In front. Ex. The dog runs ahead of his 
master. To go ahead with a thing means to go on doing it. 
aid (ayd) (1) n. Help. Ex, He gave willing aid to the injured 
{see injure). (2) v. To help. Ex. We ought to aid those who 
are old and feeble. 

ailing (aylAng) adj. Sick or iU. Ex. She has been ailir^ tor six 
weeks. 

ailment n. An illness that is not serious (see serious), 
aim (1) V. To point at, or try to reach. Ex, He aimed his rifle 
at the tiger^s head. (2) n. Ex. His aim 
was to shoot the tiger. 

airborne adj. Carried by the air. Ex. The 
plane was airborne before it reached the 
end of the runway. 

aircraft n. A flying machine or machines, 
aircraft-carrier n. A warship which car¬ 
ries aircraft and has decks where they 
can land or take off. 

Airedale n. A large terrier dog. 
air-mail n. Letters which are carried 
partly by air. Ex, I send all my letters 
to America by air-mail now. 
air-port n. An aerodrome used by planes 
coming from abroad, 
ajar adv. Partly open. Ex. Leave the door ajar so that the cat 
can come in. 

akimbo (a-ktm-bo) ado. With bands on hips. Ex. She stood 
with arms akimbo^ looking angry, 
alabaster (a-la-6asi-er) n. A kind of stone, usually white., 
alacrity (a-kiii^re-te) n. Willingness, readiness. Ex. He accepted 
the invitation with aHaerity. 

alarm (1) n. A warning of danger. Ex. He fixed burglar-a/orms 
on all the windows. (2) v. To frighten. Ex. She was alarmed 
by the noise. A house on fire is an atarming sight, 
albatross n. A very large sea bird. 
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album n. A blank book in which one may keep stamps, photo¬ 
graphs, etc, 

alchemy (a/-ke-me) n. The study of science and magic in olden 
days. The alchemists used to try to turn other metals into 
gold. 

alcohol (al'ko-hol) n. The ingredient in brandy, beer, wines, etc., 
which makes them intoxicating {see intoxicated), 
alderman (ate^der-man) n. An important member of a town or 
county council. 

alert adj. Quick to pay attention or to act. Ex. The look-out 
on a ship must always be alert. 

alias (ay-le-as) (1) n. A false name. Ex. When arrested, the man 
gave an alias instead of bis own name. (2) adv. Otherwise 
called. Ex. Percy Robinson, alias John Smith, 
alibi (aM-by) n. The excuse of the accused person that he was 
somewhere else when the crime {see crime) was committed. 
Ex. He felt safe because he thought he had a perfect alibi. 
alien {ayl-fen) n. One belonging to another country. Ex. In 
England a Frenchman is an alien. 
alight (1) adj. Lighted up or blazing. Ex. When the fire was 
well alight we put the kettle on. (2) v. To get down or to 
land on something. Ex. We alighted from the bus. Did you 
see the robin alight on the bush ¥ 

alike adj. Like each other. Ex. These two sisters are very much 
alike, 

allay {a-lay) v. To soothe or moke calm. Ex. The doctor was 
able to allay the mother’s anxiety, 
allege {a-lej) v. To say. Ex. He alleged that he had never seen 
the dog before. 

allegiance (a-ke-jans) n. Loyalty. Faithfulness. Ex. We aJi 
owe*allegiance to our Queen. 

allegory (a4e-go-re) n. A story with two meanings, one of which 
teaches a lesson. Ex. The Pilgrim's Progress is an dUegory. 
alleviate (a-ke-ve-ate) v. To make less. Ex. This medicine win 
alleviate your pain. 

alley (n-Ie) n. A narrow passage between buildings. Ex. I found 
the shop in an alley near the Town Hall, 
alliance n. See ally. 

allot {a-lot) V. To give as a share. Ex. The best part in the 
charade {see charade) was allotted to Jane. An allotment is a 
small piece of land that is hired for cultivation {see culti¬ 
vate). 

allow V. To agree to somettiing being done. Ex. 1 will aUow you 
to go home early to-day. An allowance is a fixed amount that 
is allowed. Ex. The alUncance my mother gives me is a shilling 
a week. 

alloy n. A mixture of metals. Ex. A penny is made of an aUoy 
of copper, zinc and tin. 
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ailuciti V. To mention or speak about. Ex, I will not allude to 
the mistake he made. I will make no aUuaion to it. 
ally (aMy) n. A friend, or a friendly nation, with whom we have 
made an afrreement to help each other. Ex. Britain and 
America were allies during the two World Wars. They formed 
an alliance. 

almanac (awf-man>ae) n. A kind of calendar giving facts about 
the sun and moon, weather, holidays, etc. 
almighty (awl-ww'ic-e) (1) adj. Having all power. {2) n. The 
Almighty, God. 

almost (awl-most) adv. Nearly. Ex. Dinner is almost ready, 
alms (ahms) n. Money or other gifts given to the pour. Ex. An 
almshouse is a house for the aged poor, 
aloft adv. High up. Ex. The sailor went (doft to the mast-head, 
aloof (1) adv. At a distance, taking no interest. Ex. He stood 
aloof during the whole conversation. (2) adj. An alopf manner 
is one that is unfriendly and cold, 
alphabet (al-fa-bet) n. All twenty-six letters 
we use ; a, b, c, d, and so on. 

Alsatian (al-say-shan) n. A large dog, often 
trained as a watch-dog. 
altar (ozof-tar) n. The communion table in 
a church. Ex. The altar is always at the 
East end of a church 

alter (awl-tot) v. To change. Ex. Mother 
has altered the way she does her hair, 
alternate (azoi-ter-uate) (1) o. To follow each other by turns. 
Ex. In the month of April, wet and sunny days often alternate. 
(2) (awl-ter-nate) adj. Ex. John and Jane took the dog out on 
alternate days. (3) adv. Ex. They took the dog out alternately. 
alternative (awl-icr-na-tiv) n. A choice of two things. Ex. They 
must walk or bicycle ; these were the only alternatives. 
altitude Height. Ex. The village stands at a great aliiiude 
above the lake. 

aluminium n. A very light white metal. Ex. All our pots and 
pans are made of aluminium. 

amass v. To collect or heap up. Ex. He amassed a large fortune, 
amateur (om-a-tur) (1) n. One who takes up any study or sport 
for love of it, not wishing to make money by it. (2) adj. 
Ex. He is Bneimateur photographer, 
amazed adj. Very much surprised. Ex. I was amassed at the size 
of the aeroplane. It caused me amazement. 
ambassador n. A minister of high rank who represents lus 
country abroad. Ex. Lord Halifax was our Ambassador in 
America for many years. 

ambidextrous ac(j. Able to use both hands equally. Ex. Am^ 
dextrous people can wnrite with the left hand as well as with 
the right. 
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ambiguous (am-^g-yew-us) <idj. Having two meanings, and not 
easily understood. Ex. It is ambiguous to say John beat Mary. 
(In what way did he beat her ?) 

ambition (am-bish-on) n. Desire for success and power. Ex. The 
young man was full of ambUion. He was anMtiovs. 
ambulance n. A large van, fitted to carry the wounded or sick, 
ambush n. A group of men lying hidden and ready to attack an 
enemy by surprise. Also the place where this is done. Ex. 
They prepared an ambush with great care, 
amend o. To improve. Ex. He promised to amend his ways, 
amethyst (am->e-tlust) n. A purple-coloured jewel, 
amiable (ay-me-a-bl) adj. Good-natured and lovable. Ex. She 
may be lazy, but she is always amiable. 
amicable adj. Friendly. Ex. He spoke to me in an amicable 
way. 

ammunition n. Explosives and bullets used in guns. Ex. The 
troops had no ammunition left, and had to surrender, 
amount (f) n. Cost. Ex. The amount of my expenses was a 
pound. (2) V. To add up to. Ex. My expenses amounted 
to a pound. 

amphibious (am-^b-e-ous) adj. Able to live on both land and 
water. Ex. Frogs and crocodiles are amphibious. 
ample odji. Enough. Ex. There is ample room in the back seat, 
amplifier (om-ple-fy-er) n. Apparatus {see apparatus) used on a 
wireless set to increase the amount of sound. Ex. As the 
people at the back of the hall could not hear, an amplifier 
had to be used. 

amputate (om-pew-tate) t;. To cut off a limb. 

Ex. The surgeon had to amputate the soldier’s 
leg. 

amulet (om-yew-let) n. Something worn with the 
idea of keeping away danger or sickness. The 
African negro wore his amulet day and night, 
amuse r. To keep pleasantly occupied. To 
cause laughter. Ex. Mary amtised herself very 
well when she had chicken-pox. Her father’s 
funny stories amused her. She found them Amulet 
amusir^. They caused much amusement. 
anaesthetic (an-es-fbef-ik) n A drug used to prevent the feeling 
of pain. Ex. The surgeon gave me an anaesthetie before my 
operation. 

anagram n. A word (or words) made by changing the order of 
the letters in another word. Ex. ** Leap ** is an anagtam of 
“ Pale ”. “ To live ” is an anagram of “ Violet 
anarchy (an-ar-ke) n. The state of disorder and confusion (see 
these words) in a country when there is no government of any 
kind. An anarchist is one who plots to overthrow the govern¬ 
ment and have none at all. 
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anatomy (an-a/-o>me) n. The study of the structure of the human 
(or animal) body. Doctors have to study anatomy to under¬ 
hand how the body is made, and how it works, 
a ncestor (an-ses-tor) n. Our ancestors are 
parents, grandparents, great-grand¬ 
parents and so on into the past. Ex. He 
is very proud of his ancestors. 
anchor (ang-ker) (1) n. A very heavy iron 
hook attached to a rope, which can be 
thrown over the side of a ship to grip the 
sea bottom and keep the ship from drifting 
(see drift). (2) v. To fix with an anchor. 

Ex. The ship anchored in the bay. 
ancient (ayn-shent) adj. Very old. Existing 
long ago. Ex. England has many beautiful 
and ancient churdhes. 

anecdote n. A very short story of some¬ 
thing that happened. Ex. Uncle John always arouses us with 
his anecdotes. 

smyftel (ayn-jel) n. A heavenly spirit or messenger, 
an^r (ang-ger) n. Great displeasure causing loss of temper (sec 
temper). Anger makes a person angry (adj.). 
angle (ang-gl) v. To fish with a rod. One who does this is an 
angler. Ex, Angling for trout is a favourite pastime. In 
Geometry, an angle (n.) is the space between two lines which 
meet each other. 

anguish (ang-gwish) n. Very great pain or grief. Ex. Tlie mother 
suffered great anguish when she thought her little boy was lost, 
animated adj. Liv^y. Ex. She spoke to me in a very animated 
way—with great animation. 

animosity n. Hatred or iU-will. Ex. There was always some 
animosity between these two boys, 
annihllaite (an-ny-he-late) v. To destroy completely. Ex. The 
bands of robbers were annihilated at last, 
anniversary (an-ni-vers-ar-e) n. When you celebrate (see cele¬ 
brate) an event, in later years, on the exact date on which it 
happened, you celebrate an anniversary. Ex. Your birthday 
is the anniversary of your birth. John’s parents were mar¬ 
ried ten years ago to-day. They are celebrating their tenth 
anniversary. 

announce v. To state publicly. Ex. The Princess announced her 
engagement. The announcement (n.) was published. Which 
of the B.B.C. announcers do you like best ? 
annoy v. To make angry or uncomfortable. Ex. Tom was 
annoyed when he lost his penknife. He felt great annoyance. 
annual (on-ew-al) (1) cdj. Happening every year. Ex. The 
prize-giving is an annual event. (2) n. A Christmas annual 
is a book that is published every Christmas. 
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Aimulty (an-AO^e-te) n. A sum of money, such as a pension, 
paid to a person every year. Ex» The money she lives on 
comes from a small annuiiy, 

sinon ado. Soon. E». He wiU come anon. Anon, is sometimes 
used as a short form of anonymous, 
anonymous adj. Having no name attached. Jl^fr.The kind helper 
preferred to remain anonymous. I received an anonymous 
letter. 

ant n. Ants are small insects which live together in great numbers, 
making their homes in woods and gardens, doing their own 
special tasks, somewhat as bees do, 
antagonist (an-fog-o-nist) n. An enemy or rival. Ex. He was a 
powerful antagonist. There was always antagonism between 
them. 

Antarctic (ant-ark-tik) adj. Referring to the 
area round the South Pole. Ex. Shackle- 
ton explored the Antarctic regions, 
ante-chamber n. A room leading into a 
much larger one in a Palace or Castle, 
antelope n. A kind of deer, 
anthem n. Words from the Bible set to 
music and sung in churches. A national 
(see nation) hymn. Our national 
anthem is ** God Save the Queen.” Antelope 

anthracite n. A kind of hard coal wliich 

burns slowly and gives out great heat: often used in stoves, 
antic n. A fimny or ridiculous (see ridicule) action. Ex. The 
" antics of the clown made everyone laugh, 
anticipate (an-iiss-e-pate) v. To expect a thing to happen. Ex. 
We anticipate a happy holiday. 

antipodes (an-tip-o~deez) n. The part of the world exactly oppo¬ 
site to where one lives. New Zealand is the antipodes of 
England. 

antique (an-feek) adj. Very old. Ex. She collects antique furni¬ 
ture. 

antiquity (an-fik-wi-te) n. The far distant past. One who 
studies antiquity is an aniiquarian. 
antiseptic (an-te-sep-tik) n. Ary substance (see substance) 
which prevents decay or the spread of 
infection. Ex. I put an antiseptic on the 
wound. 

antlers n. The horns of a deer, 
anvil n. The block of iron on which a black¬ 
smith (see blacksmith) hammers his 
metal into the shapes he wants, 
anjcious (ong-shus) adj. Worried. Ex. 

Mother was anxwus about me when I 
was ill. She suffered anxiety (ang-sir-e-te). Anvil 
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** He is anxious to go to London ** means that he very much 
wishes to go. 

' ape (1) n. A kind of monkey. (2) n. To ape means to imitate, 
s Ex, The little boy tried to ape his daddy’s way of walking. 

' aperture »'ap-er-tcwr) n. Opening. Ex. He squeezed through on 
' aperture in the broken wall. 

apologise (a-pol-o-jize) v. To say one is sorry for having done 
sometlung one ought not to have done. Ex. He apologised 
for arriving late. He made an apology. 
apothecary (a-potA-e~car-e) n. A chemist who prepares medicines, 
appal (a^pawl) v. To shock or horrify. Ex. They were appalled 
by the news of the accident. It was appalling news, 
apparatus (ap'O-ray-tus) n. The tools needed for doing any 
particular job. Ex. The photographer had to go back for 
some of his apparatus which he had forgotten, 
apparel (a-por-el) n. Clothes. Ex, The Queen wore magnificent 
apparel. She was richly apparelled. 
apparent (a-pa-rent) adj. (a) Easily seen. Ex. It *was quite 
apparent that he knew nothing about the book. (6) Seeming 
but not always real. Ex, The apparent cause is often quite 
different from the real one. “ Apparently he never got my 
letter ** means that it seems as if he never got it. 
appeal (1) n. An earnest request (see request). Ex. The prisoner 
made an appeal for mercy. (2) v. To ask earnestly. Ex, 
She appealed to me to help. 

appear v. (a) To come into sight. Ex. The policeman appeared 
just in time, (b) To seem. Ex. He appears to be a very 
clever boy. We were surprised by !iis appearance (n). 
appease u. To calm or satisfy. Ex, His hunger was soon 
appeased, 

appendix n. Something added. Ex, That book has a useful 
appendix. The human appendix is a short tube in the lower 
part %{ the body. When this becomes inflamed (see inflamed) 
it causes appendicitis. 

appetite n. The desire for food. Ex. Mary had no appetite while 
she had measles. 

applaud V, To clap the hands with enjoyment. Ex. The audience 
applauded her song. There was loud applause. 

*Pply (a V^y) (u) To put on. Ex. Apply a plaster to the cut. 

(b) To refer to. Ex. This rule does not apply to children. 

(c) To ask for. Ex. Apply for your tickets at the office. Make 
your application. 

appoint n. To name or select. Ex. The team has appointed a 
new captain, and 1st March is the date appointed for the match. 
His appointment as captain has pleased everyone. The doctor 
made an appointment to see me on Friday, 
apportion v. To divide out in portions or shares. Ex. We shall 
apportion the gihs among the children. 
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appreciate (a<pree-she<ate) r. To value highly and be grateful 
for. Ex. We appreciate her great kindness. We feel great 
appreeiaiion of it. 

apprehensive (ap-re-hen*sive) adj. Afraid. Ex. She was always 
appreheneive of sleeping in the dark, 
apprentice n. A youth who agrees to serve a master for some 
years in return for being taught his trade. He is apprentice 
to his master. 

approach (1) v. To come near. Ex. The cat approached slowly. 

(2) n. The approach to the house is by a narrow path, 
appropriate adj. Suitable. Ex. He said a few appropriate 
words. 

approve (a-proov) v. To be pleased with and think good. Ex. 
I do not approve of your idea at all. 1 will not give it my 
approvaL 

apricot (i^p-re-cot) n. A golden-coloured fruit rather like a plum, 
but larger. 

April (og-pril) n. The fourth month of the year, 
apron (og-pron) n. A piece of cotton or other material worn over 
one*s clothes to keep them clean. 

apt ej. (a) Suitable. Ex. His words to the boys were very apt. 
(b) Inclined or likely. Ex. Our puppy is apt to knock his dish 
over. 

aquarium (a-ktoare-e-um) n. A tank, or a building in which 
tanks are kept, for holding plants or any creatures that live 
in water. 

aquatic (a-ktooi-ik) adj. Living in, or con¬ 
nected with, water. Ex. A duck is an 
aquatic bird. 1 like watching aquatic 
sports. 

arch (artsh) n. A structure {see structure) 
of stone or brick, built in a curve across 
an open space. A bridge across a stream 
is often in the shape of an arch. A cat 
arches its back when it sees a dog. Arch 
as a prefix {see prefix) means chief or 
greatest as in Archduke, arch-enemy, etc. 
archery n. Shooting with bows and arrows, 
architect (ar-ke-tekt) n. One who designs buildings and sees that 
they are built according to his plans. Ex. The architect of 
St. Paul's Cathedral was Christopher Wren. St. Paul's is a 
fine piece of architecture. 

Arctic (ark-tik) odji. Referring to the area round the North Pole, 
ardent adj. Eager, or warm. Ex. He is an ar^knt dog-lover. He 
ardently desires to help the poor. He shows great ardour in 
his work. 

arduous adj. Hard or difficult. Ex. He found his task an arduous 

one. 
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area (otr^re-a) n. A piece of land* or the dase of a piece of land or 
water or any surface. Ex. London covers a very large area. 
The area of the park is four acres, 
arena (a>ree-na) n. An open space in a building such as that in 
which a circus is held. 

argue c. To debate or discuss, showing different ways of think¬ 
ing of the thing that is being talked about. This is having 
an argument. 

armada (ar-mah-da) n. A fleet of warships. Ex. Drake defeated 
Spain’s Great Armada. 

armour fi. Metal covering for the body used in battles long ago. 

Ex. The knight wore sMning armour, 
arms n. Weapons (see weapon) for fighting, such as guns. When 
men have such weapons, they are armed. An army is a body 
of armed men trained for fighting, 
aroma (a-roA-ma) n. A pleasant smell. Ex. 1 like the* aroma of 
coffee. • 

arouse v. (a) To waken from sleep. Ex. He was aroused by the 
noise. (6) To excite or stir up. Ex. His anger was aroused 
by the news. 

arrange {araynj) v. (a) To put in their proper places. Em. 
Please arrange the chairs for me. (6) To plan. Ex, A meeting 
has been arranged for next Tuesday. That is an arrangcmsnl. 
arrant (or-ant) adj. Complete or thorough in a bad sense. Bx. 

He is an arrant thief. Don’t talk such arrant nonsense, 
array (a-ray) (1) n. An arrangement in order, sometimes for 
show. Ex. An array of troops, an array of wedding-presents. 
(2) V. To dress. Bx. The bride was arrayed in white, 
arrears n. Money that should have been paid, or work that 
should have been done, but has not. Ex. 1 have to 4>ay my 
arrears of rent. Otherwise I shall be in arrears. 
arrest v.% To stop or seize. Often used in the sense of: The 
policeman arrested the thief, 
arrive v. To come to a place, or to the end of a journey. 

Ex. We expect to arrive about 1 o’clock. Our 
friends are looking forward to our arrivtd. 
arrow n. The pointed stick which is fired from a bow. 
arrowroot n. A food somewhat like cornfiour. 
arsenal (ar-se-nal) n. A place where arms (see arms) 
aremade or stored. 

arson n. The deliberate or intentional burning of a 
house or other property. Ex. He was put in prison 
for committing arson. 

artery n. A large blood-vessel which carries blood from 
the heart to other parts of the body, 
article n. (a) A thing. Ex. Every article in shop 

was made by myself, (ft) A piece of writing in a magazine. 
Ex. An interesting article on erioket. 
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artificial adj» Not natural. Ex. Pretty artificial flowers can be 
made out of paper, 
artisan n. A skilled workman. 

artist n. One who is skilled in a flne art such as painting or 
sculpture (see sculptor). Such a man is artistic. 
ascend (a-send) v. To climb or go up. Ex. You can ascend by 
the stair or the lift. The ascent is rather long, 
ascertain (a-ser-/ane) o. To And out. Ex. I cannot ascertain 
her address. 

ash n. (a) A tree. The mountain ash is the rowan tree, (b) The 
dusty matter that is left when a fire has burned out. 
ashamed adj. Feeling shame or discomfort when one has done 
something badly, or done something wrong. Ex. I am 
aiduxmed of my bad handwriting. 

aside (1) adv. To one side. Ex. The rabbit jumped aside and 
ran to its hole. (2) n. A remark in a very low voice. In a 
play, a remark which the other actors are not supposed to 
hear is an aside. 

asinine adj. Like an ass. Stupid. Ex. It was an asinine thing 
to do. 

asp n. A kind of snake. 

aspire v. To want to reach something that is higher. He aspired 
to becoming head of the school. That was his aspiration. 
assassinate v. To murder, and the murderer is an assassin. Ex. 
The Czar w'as assassinated. 

assault (B.-8awU) (1) n. An attack. Ex. The assault on the city 
gate began at dawn. (2) v. To attack. Ex. A ragged man 
assaulted him on a country road. 

assemble v. To come together in one place. Ex. Wlien the crash 
was heard, a crowd assembled quiokly. An assembly is a meet- 
ing*of people for some special purpose (see purpose), 
assent (a-sent) v. To agree. Ex. The headmaster assented to the 
request for a holiday. He gave his assent. 
assert (u-sert) v. To say or state firmly. Ex. He asserted tliat 
his statement was correct. 

assist 0 . To help. Ex. He wa.s ready to assist the lame old lady. 
He gave her his assistance. 

associate (a-so-se-ate) o. To keep company with. Ex. Try not 
to associate with bad boys. An association is a group of people 
meeting, and joining together, for one purpose, 
assure (a-shure) n. To tell firmly. Ex. Tommy assured his 
mother that he would be good. He gave her that (Msurance. 
asthma (asth-mo) n. An illness which makes breathing difficult, 
astonish v. To surprise. Ex. Your story astonishes me. It 
causes me astonishment. 
astound v. To astonish. 

astrology n. The art of trying to foretell the future from the 
stars. Those who did this in olden times were astrologers. 
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ftstronomy n. The science dealing with the facts about the stars. 

Tlicff.s/rowowjcrwatches stars through a telescope (jseetelescope), 
asylum (a-syduni) n. A place of peace and safety, especially a 
hospital for the insane {see sane). 

atheist n. One who believes there is no God. His 

lack of belief is cUheism. 

athlete (ath-Jeet) n. A strong man (or woman) who has great skill 
in running, jumping, etc. He is athletic^ and enjoys taking 
part in athletics, 

atlas n. A book containing maps. 

atmosphere (at-mos-feer) n. The air which surrounds the earth. 

Ex. The atmosphere is very clear to-day. 
atom (a-tun#) n. Tiny particle of matter {^ee these words). 
People used to think it could not be divided {see divide), but it 
has now been split. Used for other tiny tilings, 
atone v. To do something to make up for the wrong one has 
done. Ex. David tried to atone for the trouble he had given, 
atrocious (a-<ro-shus) adj. Wicked, horrible. Ex. 11^ was found 
guilty of an atrocious crime. It was an atrocity. 
attach {si-taich) v. To fasten. Ex. The trailer was attached to 
the car. “ He was much attached to his sister means that 
he was very fond of her. An attachment can be something 
fastened on, as a clip is an attachment to a fountain-pen ; 
or it can mean affection. Ex. There was a strong attachment 
between them. 

attack V. To strike a blow or begin a fight. Ex. The enemy 
attacked the camp again and again. They made an attack. 
You may have an attack (n.) of measles, 
attempt v. To try. Ex. He attempted to save the kittens from 
drowning. He made the attempt (w.). 
attend v. (a) To be present at. Ex, He attends church regularly. 
{b) To give thought to. Ex. Please attend to what I*am say- 
ing. 9 (c) To look after. Ex. Nurse attends to baby very care¬ 
fully. Give me your attention. Be attentive. 
attic n. A room at the top of the house, usually with a sloping 
ceiling. Ex. Peter keeps his toys in the attic. 
attire n. To dress. Ex. The aclress was beautifully attired. 
attitude n. (a) Position of the body. Ex. He stood in an atti¬ 
tude of keen watchfulness. (6) A way of thinking. Ex. His 
attitude to cricket was one of dislike, 
attract v. (a) To rouse interest or admiration. Ex. Her beauty 
attracted the artist, {b) To draw to itself. Ex. The magnet 
aUracts pieces of iron. The street decorations were very 
attractive. They were an aitrextion to the crowds, 
auction (ozrk-shon) n. A public sale at which things are sold to 
the person who offers most money for them. Ex. The old 
table was sold by auction and fetched a good price. The 
auctioiwer sold it. 
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audacious (aw-doj^'Shus) adj. Bold and daring. Eat, The thief 
made an audacious attempt to escape from the police. He 
showed audacity, 

audible (aco-dibl) adj. Loud enough to be heard. Ex. Your radio 
should not audihU to your neighbours, 
audience (ated^i-ence) n, A number of people who have come 
together to listen to something or to see something. Ex, The 
audience at the concert applauded {see applaud) loudly, 
augment (aug-menl) o. To make more. Ex. He worked hard to 
augment his income. 

August (oze-gust) n. The eighth month of the year, 
authentic (aw-IAen-tik) adj. Real, genuine, correct. Ex, The 
portrait was found to be authentic. 
author n. A writer of books. Ex. Dickens was a popular author. 
A woman author is an authoress. 

authority n. The power or right to be obeyed. Ex. The Head* 
master has frill authority in the school, 
autobiography (aw-to*by-og>ra-fe) n. The story of a man's life 
written by himself. 

autocrat n. One who rules with absolute power. Ex, Peter the 
Great of Russia was an autocrat. He was autocratic in his 

ways. 

autograph (ozo-to-graf) n. A person's own handwriting or signa¬ 
ture. Ex, They all wanted the film-star's autograph. 
automatic (azo-to-uud-ik) adj. Working by itself. Ex, You can 
weigh yourself on an automatic macMne. 
automobile (ozv-to-mo-beel) n. A motor-car, 
autunm (oze-tum) n. The season that comes after summer. Ex. 

In autumn the leaves fall and the harvest is gathered in. 
avail 17. To make use of. Ex. He availed him^f of the chance 
to visit London. 

avalanche (oc-a-lahnsh) n. A great mass of snow sliding down 
a mountain-ride. . 

avarice (oo-ar-is) n. A greedy love of money. Ex. It was his 
atforice that made him unwilling to spend any money, 
avenge (a-venj) v. To take revenge, by punishing the one who did 
wrong. Ex, The lad determined to oeenge h^ father's death, 
average a^. The average number of boys in a class is found by 
taking the total number of boys in ^e school, and dividing 
by the number of dasses. Thus, if there are 160 bojrs in a 
s^ool, and there are 8 classes, the aoerage number in each 
dass is 20. The average of 1, 8, 5, and 7 is 4, because these 
numtHNTs add up to 16, and there are 4 of them, 
averse adj. Feeling dislike. Ex. He was averse to going to bed 
early. 

avert (a-oerl) Z7. To turn aside or prevent (see prevent). Ex. He 
averted Us eyes when he stood before the headmaster. The 
aoddent was averted by the driver's skiU. 
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aviary (ay-vc-a-re) n. A place where birds arc kept, 
avlatioo (ay-ve-ay<8hon) n. The art of flying and of using flying 
machines. The pilot of such a machine is an aviator. 
avoid V. To keep away from. Ex. You will avoid trouble if you 
do as I tell you. 

await V. To wait for. Ex, 1 await a reply from my friend, 
awake (1) v. To rouse from sleep. Ex. I was awakened by the 
crash. (2) adf. Not asleep. Ex. I was awake till 11 o^clock 
last night. 

aware adj. Knowing and thinking of. Ex. He was aware of the 
dangers he would have to face. 

awe n. Great respect and sometimes fear. Ex. He was filled 
with awe when he saw the Queen for the first time, 
awkward adj. Clumsy. Not graceful. Difficult. Ex. He has 
an awkward maimer. She is at an awkward age. 1 find my 
new pen is awkward to hold, 
awoke v. Past tense of awake, 
axe (aka) n. A sharp-edged tool for cutting wood, 
axis (air-sis) n. The straight line (real or imaginary) round which 
any body, such as the earth, revolves (see revolve), 
axle (ii/r-sl) n. The axis (see axis) of a wheel. 


B 

babble (1) n. Silly chatter. (2) v. To chatter in a foolish way. 
Ex. When I entered the room a great babble was going on. 
The people were all babbling. 

babel (bay-hl) n. Noise caused by several people all talking at 
the same time. Ex. I heard a great babel going on. 

baboon r^. A large monkey. 

bachelor (6atoA-e-lor) n. A man who has not married. Ex. He 
is a lonely baekelor. 

bacon (hay-con) n. The back and sides of a pig cured (see cure) 
and prepared for eating. 

badge n. A sign or token usually worn on hat or sleeve, etc., to 
give some information about the wearer. 

Ex, A school hadgCt or a Boy Scout^s 
bat^e, or a cricket club badge. 

badger v. To annoy or worry. Ex. He 
will do what you want if you don’t 
badger him. 

badger n. A British wild animal which lives 
in holes in the ground, and is not usually 
seen by day. 

baffle V. To puzzle or get the better of. Ex. 
baffled the police. 
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baggage n. The bags and cases that one takes on a journey 
Ex. Most of his bc^age was put in the van. 
bail V. To lift out water that has collected in the bottom of a 
boat. To bail out (sometimes ** bale **) means to jump out 
with a parachute from an aeroplane (see these words), 
bait (I) n. Pieces of food used to catch animals in 
traps, or hsh on hooks. (2) o. To use pieces 
of food in this way. Ex. We baited the mouse¬ 
trap with a piece of cheese, 
balance (1) n. A pair of scales for weighing (see 
weigh). What is left over. Ex. l^en you 
have paid for your ticket out of this five shil¬ 
lings, you can keep the balance for pocket- 
money. (2) V. To keep steady. Ex. The 
baker's boy can balance his basket on his head, 
balcony n. A sort of platform, with railings, outside Balance 
a window, on wMch people can sit. 
bald (bawld) adj. Without hair on the head. Ex. Grandfather 
has been bald for several years, 
ballad n. A long poem which usually describes adventures, 
ballast n. Something heavy, such as sand, placed in the hold of 
a ship to keep it steady in rough seas, 
ballet (6a/-ay) n. A sort of play on the stage, acted entirely by 
dancing. Ex. Mary is being trained for balUi dancing, 
balloon n. A bag filled with a gas that is lighter than air. This 
enables the balloon to rise and float in the air, and even to 
carry a weight attached to it. 

balm (bahm) n. A healing ointment. Anything that heals or 
soothes. 

ban V. To forbid. Ex. Smoking is harmed .in the concert-hall. 

The.Te is a ban (n.) on smoking in the hall, 
band n. (a) A narrow strip of material (cloth, leather, rubber, 
etc.) used for holding things together or as an ornament. Ex, 
A ncckhand, a hathand, etc. (h) A number of people brought 
together for one purpose. In stories we read about banda of 
warriors or robbers, and at the seaside we listen to bands 
playing music. 

bandage (1) n. A band of material used to bind up wounds and 
injuries. (2) v. To bind up in this way. Ex. Mother ban¬ 
daged Harry’s arm after his accident, 
bandit n. An armed robber. 

banish (han-ish) v. To send away for a long time. Ex. Napoleon 
was banished to the island of St. Helena. This medicine will 
banish your pain. 

banister n. The raUings, usually with a wooden top, on a stair¬ 
case. 

bank (1) n. (a) The ground at the edge of a river, (b) A build¬ 
ing in which money is kept and sometimes lent out for busi- 
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ness purposes. (2) v. To put money in a bank. Ex. You 
had better bank that five pounds at once, 
bankrupt adj. Unable to pay the money he owes. Ex, Mr. A, 
has lost all his money and is bankrupt. 
banner n. A flag. 

banns n. The notice which has to be read aloud three times in 
church before a marriage can take place. Ex. Our banns are 
to be read for the third time next Sunday, 
banquet (bank-wet) n. A rich dinner, usually with speeches after¬ 
wards. Ex. The Lord Mayor gives a banquet every year, 
banter v. To tease, but not unkindly. Ex. He spoke in a banter* 
ing way. 

baptise v. To admit a child into the Church and give him a 
Christian name, his baptismal name. At this ceremony of 
baptism water is usually sprinkled on the head, 
barbarian (bar-feair-e-an) (1) n. Man of a savage race. (2) adj. 
Cruel, not civilised. Ex. The barbarian tribes wgre much 
feared. They had barbarous habits, 
barbed adj. Having sharp points on it. Ex. A barb€d*wire fence, 
barber n. A man’s hairdresser. 

bard n. The name given in olden times to poets, who sang their 
own songs. 

barely (bare-le) adv. Not quite or only just. Ex. We have barely 
enough bread for breakfast. 

bargain (6af'gen) n. An agreement between two people about 
bu 3 nng, selling or exchanging. Something bought very 
cheaply. Ex. I got some bargains at tiie 
sales. To bargain (u.) means to argue 
about the price to be paid, 
barge (barj) n. A flat-bottomed boat used 
on canals. 

bark n. (a) The outer coveri ng of tree trunks. 

Ex. The bark of the beech tree is very Barge 

smoath. (b) the cry of the dog. 
barn n, A farm building in which corn and hay are stored, 
barometer (ba-rom-e-ter) n. An instrument for measuring the 
state of the atmosphere and for showing what sort of weather is 
coming. Ex, Every ship carries a barometer. 
barracks n. A building in which soldiers live, 
barrel n. (o) A wooden vessel (see vessel) used fur storing foods 
or beer, etc. (6) The metal tube of a gun. 
barren adj. Producing nothing. Ex. This apjile tree is barren. 
barricade n. A barrier put up to block a street or pathway. Ex. 

A barricade was erected while the road was being repaired, 
barrier n. Something put up to prevent anyone passing. Ex. 

A barrier was placed across the path to prevent people using it. 
barter v. To exchange things instead of using money. Ex. He 
bartered lus penknife for some Italian stamps. 
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base (1) n. (a) The lowest part of anything. Ex. A wreath was 
Ifldd at the base of the Cenotaph. (6) The headquarters of an 
army where its stores are kept. Ex. The troops bad to march 
a long way back to their base. (2) adj. Of low character. 
Mean. Ex. He turned out to be a basct ungrateful fellow, 
bashful adj. Shy. Ex. She was too bashful to speak to the 
lady. 

bask (bahsk) tr. To enjoy the warmth of the sun or a fire. Ex. 

Lizards like to lie and bask in the sun. 
bat n. (a) A heavy stick with which ball games such as cricket, 
etc., are played, (b) A small animal, like a mouse but with 
wings, wliich flies in the dark. 

batch n. A collection of things of the same sort. Ex. A beUch of 
loaves was taken out of the oven by the baker, 
bath-chair n. A chair on wheels, in which invalids can be taken 
out of doors. 

baton n. • A short stick used by the conductor of an orchestra 
{see orchestra) at concerts or in a theatre. Ex. He beats time 
with h&s baton, 

battalion (bat-al-yon) n. One of the divisions of an army. Ex. 

Most of tlie men in my battalion were Highlanders, 
batter (1) n. A mixture of flour, milk and eggs used for puddings. 
(2) V. To beat. Ex. The police had to batter down the locked 
door. 

battery n. (a) A group of large guns for use in war. (b) An 
arrangement of cells for producing electricity. Ex. My torch 
went out last night because the battery had run down, 
battlements n. A wall at the top of a castle, with regular 
openings from which shooting was done in olden days, 
bawl V. To shout loudly, sometimes with tears. Ex. Tommy 
bawled when he fell off his bicycle, 
bay (1) n. (a) A curving part of the seashore. Ex. We 
came to a lonely sandy bay. (b) A kind of tree, (c) 

The deep cry of the hound. (2) u. Ex. One of the * 
hounds bayed all night. 

bayonet n. A short sword which can be flxed to the 
end of a rifle {see rifle). 

bazaar (ba-zabr) n. An Eastern market-place. The 
word is now mainly applied to a sale of goods, 
usually home-made, in aid of a Church or some 
charitable purpose. 

beach n. The sand on the edge of the sea. Ex, The 
children spent a happy morning on the beach. 
beacon n. A light on a high place as a warning of 
danger. In olden days fires were lit on tops of 
hills. A lighthouse is a kind of beacon. Bayonet 

brak n. The hard mouth of a bird, 
beaker n. A large drinking-cup or glass. 
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beam ti. (a) A large piece of wood used to support the roof 
in building a house. (6) A ray (see ray) of light. Beaming 
(adj.) means smiling happily. 

beautify v. To make beautiful. Ex. Some birds beautify their 
nests with pieces of blossom, 
beaver n. A large animal of the rat family 
which has very valuable fur. 
beckon v. To invite a person to come near, 
by a movement of the head or the hand. 

Ex. She beckoned me. 

bed-ridden adj. Obliged to remain in bed 
for a long time. Ex. The old lady has 
been bed-ridden since last year, 
beforehand adv. Before, sooner. Ex. If you had warned me 
beforehand. I would not have gone, 
befriend (be-/rend) v. To be kind and friendly to. Ex. He be¬ 
friended me when I first came to the school, 
beg V. To ask. Ex. I beg you to accept this book. PC beggar is 
someone so poor that he lives by begging, that is«by asking 
for gifts of food, etc., from door to door, 
beguile (be-giie) v. To deceive. Ex. He beguiled the woman into 
thinking he could not pay for his night’s lodging, 
behave n. To act in a certain way. You can behave well or 
behave badly. Your behamour can be good or bad. 
behest (be-Aesi) n. A command. Ex. He obeyed the Colonel’s 
behest. 

behold V. To look at with attention. Ex. Behold the l^eauty of 
the mountains. 

being {bee-ing) n. A person. A human being, 
belabour (be-kx^-bur) v. To beat hard. Ex. The boy was be¬ 
labouring the donkey. 

belated (be-Ta^-ted) adj. Arriving late. Ex. The belated traveller 
was cold and hungry. 

belfry n. j The part of a church tower in which the bells are hung, 
belle (he-ly) v. To give a false idea of. Ex. That man looks 
cross ; but his looks belie him; he is really good-natured, 
believe {\^-leev) n. To accept as true. Ex. 1 believe his story. 

It is my belief that he spoke the truth, 
bellow (&e/-lo) v. To roar like a bull, 
bellows n. A kind of tool which can be used to 
blow air into a coal lire and thus make it burn 
better. 

belt n. A band of leather, etc., usually worn 
round the waist. 

bench n. A long seat such as one sees in parks. 

A table on which a carpenter works. The 
Judges who sit in a Court of Law are called 
the Bench, Bellows 
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bend (1) n. A bend in the road is a part of the road that is not 
straight^ but is curved. When you bend a piece of wire, it 
is bent. (2) w. To shape a piece of wire in this way is to 
bend it. 

benediction (ben-e-dik-shon) n. A blessing. Ex. The clergyman 
spoke the benediction, 

benefactor n. One who gives help and shows kindness, 
benefit (&cn-e-fit) n. A kindness, or something that gives happi¬ 
ness or help. Ex. Mary received many benefits from her em¬ 
ployer. John got great benefit from his holiday. He found 
it beneficial 

benevolent (bon-eu-o-lent) adj. Kind, gc-iieroas. A henevoient 
person shows benevolence in his actions, 
benign {he-nine) adj. Gentle, good-natured. Ex. The benign old 
gentleman spoke kindly to her. 

bequeath (he~irweelh) v. To make arrangements for giving some¬ 
thing, usually money, after one’s death. Ex. My aunt be¬ 
queathed most of her money to her family. She made many 
beguebts to them. 

bereaved adj. Having lost a relation by death. Ex. The bereaved 
mother (whose cliild had died) was very sad. She had suffered 
a bereavement. 

berth n. The sleeping-placc in a ship or railway carriage, 
beseech v. To beg or ask earnestly. Ex. I beseech you not to 
leave me alone. 

beset V, To attack or surround. Ex. As the tra\ ellers were cross¬ 
ing the moor they were bc.<{€t by robbers, 
beside (he-seej) v. To surround and try to capture. Ex. The 
^city was besieged by the enemy for six v/ccks. 
be.som (ftcr-om) n. A sweeping-brush made of twigs tied round 
a long handlf ; often used bygardeners. 
bestir*(bc-sjfcr) u. To stir up, or make oneself busy. Ex. You 
must bestir yourself or you will not finish in time, 
bestow (Joe-stoh) v. To give. Ex. The Mayor bestowal a hand¬ 
some prize. 

betimes adv. Early or in good time. Ex. He got up betimes. 
betray v. To be unfaittiful to, or plot against. Ex. He betrayed 
his country by giving secret information about the Navy to 
the enemy. 

betrothed adj. Engaged to be married. E.r. They are betrothed. 

They have announced their betrothal. 
beverage (beu-er-aj) n. A drink such as tea or coffee, 
bewail (bt-rcale) v. To complain or show great sorrow about. 

Ex. He bewailed the disappearance of his little dog. 
beware n. To look out for, and be careful. Ex. Beware of the 
bull in that held. 

bewilder (be-wff-der) t). To puzzle or confuse. Ex. She was be¬ 
wildered by the crowds. 



BEW 


83 


BLA 


bewitching adj. Charming. Ex. She looked bewiiehing in her 
new dress. 

biceps (6t/-seps) n. The chief muscles of the upper arm. Ex. 

The boxer was proud of his large biceps. 
bicker o. To quarrel, but not violently {see violence). Ex. These 
two boys were bickering again. 

bicycle n. A light metal-framed machine on two wheels, driven 
by pedals. 

bide o. To wait. “ Bide his time ” means “ wait for his chance.” 
bier (beer) n. A sort of table on which a dead body is placed 
before being buried. 

bilious adj. Inclined to be sick. * 

billet (1) n. House in which soldiers are lodged. (2) v. To lodge 
a soldier in a private house. Ex. During the war he was 
billeted with a very kind family. 

billow n. A large wave. Ex. The little boat was almost upset 
by the billows. 

bind (bined) n. To tie up or fasten together, as with a rope. To 
put covers on a book. The covers are the binding of the book, 
biography (by-og-raf-e) n. The story of someone's life. Ex. He 
is writing the Captain's biography. 
biped (by-ped) n. An animal or bird having two feet. Ex. Men 
are bipeds. 

biplane (^-plane) n. An aeroplane having two pairs of wings, 
bishop n. The principal clergyman in a large 
district. 

bison (by-son) n. The American buffalo, 
bivouac (bin-oo-ak) n. A soldiers* camp, 
used for only a night or two. 
blackberry n A small, black, sweet berry, 
which often grows in country lanes, 
blackguard (b/og-ard) n. A villain, a very 
bad m|kn. 

blackmail (1) n. Money obtained from a person by threatening 
{see threat) to do him harm. (2) v. To get money in this way. 
blacksmith n. A smith who works in iron, and makes horse¬ 
shoes and tools for farmers. 

blade n. The cutting part of a knife or sword. A leaf of grass, 
blame v. To find fault with or accuse. Ex. He was blamed for 
careless driving. He was to blame for this. He was not 
blameless in the matter. 

blank adj. Having no writing or marks on it. Ex. You must 
leave the first page blank. 

blast (1) n. A great rush of wind or air. Ex. We were exposed 
to the full blast of the storm. (2) v. To blow up or destroy. 
Ex. The oak tree in the park was blasted by lightning, 
blaze n. The light from something burning. Ex. We could see 
the blaze of the house on fire from a long way off. 




BLA 


84 


BLU 


blazer n. A loose sports jacket. 

bleach o. To make white by exposing {see expose) to the sun or 
by washing in a special liquid for the purpose. Ex. The stains 
were bleached from the tablecloth, 
bleak adj. Cold, bare, windy. Weather is sometimes bleak, and 
a place can bleak. 

bleat V. To cry, used chiefly of sheep and lambs, 
bleed v. When blood flows from a cut Anger we say the Anger 
bleeds. 

blend n. To mix well together. Ex. Different kinds of tea can 
be blended, and thus make a good blend (n.). 
blind (1) adj. ^eing unable to see. (2) n. A screen covering a 
window to shut out the light. (3) v. To deprive of sight. Ex. 
He was blinded in the railway accident, 
bliss n. Great happiness. To 1^ very happy is to be blis^ul. 
blister n. A piece of raised skin on the body Ailed with a watery 
fluid. It can be caused by a bum, or by a shoe rubbing on 
the hpel. 

blithe adj. Happy, gay. Ex. She sang a blUhe song, 
blizzard n. A heavy snowstorm with a strong wind raging at 
the same time. Ex, He was delayed by the blizzard. 
block (1) n. (a) A solid mass, as of stone, or ice. (6) Something 
which stops natural movement, such as a block in the trafflc. 
(2) n. To stop or prevent movement. Ex. A faUen rock 
blocked the pathway. 

blockade n. To besiege {see besiege) and prevent people or sup¬ 
plies entering or leaving a place. This often happens during 
a war. 

bloodhound n. A dog with a strong sense of smeU, trained to 
And people for whom search is being made, 
bloodshot adj. An eye is bloodshot when it is red and inflamed, 
showing small streaks of blood in it. 
bloodthirsty adj. Cruel and enjoying the suffering^ of others. 

Ex. The chief pirate looked a blood^irsiy villain, 
blood-vessel n. A vein which carries the blood through the body 
is a blood-vessel. So is an artery {see arter^O* 
bloom (1) n. A blossom or flower. (2) v. To produce blossoms, 
blooming adj. To look blooming is to look well and healthy, 
blossom n. The flower on a tree which comes before the Aruit. 
Ex. Apple blossom. 

blubber (l) n. The fat of whales. (2) v. To cry loudly like a child, 
bluejacket n. A seaman of the Navy. 

bluff (1) n. To ydeceive by making your intentions seem the 
opposite of mMoX they really are. Ex. Don*t believe him; 
he is only bluffing you. (2) odj. Kindly but rough in speech. 
He has a bluff and hearty manner, 
blunder (1) v. To make a stupid mistake. (2) n. Ex, I made a 
blunder in my arithmetic, when I wrote that 7 and 9 made 15. 
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blimt (a) Having an edge that is not sharp. A pencil or a 
knife may be blunt, (b) A way of speaking that may be 
honest but not polite. He said in a very biunt way that 
he had no wish to meet Mr. A. again, 
blurred adj» Not dear, made dim. Bae. The window was blurred 
with rain. Her eyes were blurred with tears, 
blurt V. To say without tiunking. Em, He blurted out the bad 
news. 

blush 0 . To become red In the face through shame or feeling 
uncomfortable about something. Em, She bluehed when asked 
to explain why doie had been absent, 
bluster v. To tdk or boast or scold in a 
noisy way. A strong wind is said to be 
blustering. Ex. There is a blustering 
wind. 

boar n. The wild pig, still found in some 
parts of Europe, 
board (1) n. (a) A thin flat strip of wood, l8oar 

su<^ as a floor-board. (6) The food sup¬ 
plied to a lodger. Ex. He gets board and lodging. **0n 
board ** means ** on a ship.** A boarder is one who is supplied 
with board and lodging as, for instance, at a boarding-sehool 
or in a hoarditig-house. 

boast V, To talk about something you have done, or something 
you possess, as if it were much better or bigger than it really 
is. Ex. She is always boasting about her doll*s house. She is 
boastful. 

bodkin n. A large needle with a blunt end. You can thread 
tape throuf^ a hem with a bodkin, 
body-guard n. A group of men who have to guard the safety 
of some great person, such as a King or Queen, 
bog fi. A piece of very wet muddy ground in which one mi^t 
sink. 

bcdl (boyl) (1) fi. A small red swelling on the skin. Ex, John 
has a boil on his neck. (2) v. To cook in water, as to boil 
an egg. 

boisterous (6oyce-ter-us) adj. Rough, noisy. A wind can be 
boisterous, or a game can be too boisterous, 
bolster (bohl-ster) n. A long pillow. 

bolt (1) n. A strong metal bar on a door, used for fastening it. 
** To malrtt a bolt *' is to run away. Ex. The prisoner made 
a bolt for freedohi. (2) v. To fasten a door with a bolt. To 
run away. Ex, Our horse bolted, 

bombard (bom-6ord) o. To shoot at with guns. Ex. The city 
WM bombarded for several dasrs- 

bond n. Something which binds or holds peo|ge together. Ex. 
There is a strong bond of frienddiip between my cousin and 
me. 
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bondage (6ond-aj) n. To be kept in bondage is to Ite held as a 
prisoner or a slave. 

bonfire n. A large hre in the open air. Ex. We are going to 
have a bonfire on Guy Fawkes’ night, 
booby n. A stupid person. A booby-prize is something given as 
a joke to tlic person who has done worst in a game or a race, 
boom (1) n. A long pole which keeps the sail of a ship stretched 
out. (2) V. To make a deep hollow sound, 
such as is made by Big Hen when striking 
the hours. 

boomerang n. A wooden weapon curved in 
such a way that when it is thrown into the 
air it comes back to the sender, 
boon n. A blessing. Something that one is 

very thankful to have. Ex. Mother finds her Boomerang 
sewhig>machine a great boon. 

booth n.^ (a) A covered stall at a market or fair. Ex, We had 
three shies at coconuts at the nearest booth. 
booty n. Things seized by robbers, or captured (see capture) from 
an enemy. 

border n. The edge of anything. Ex. The border of her dress 
was torn. We have a nice flower border in our garden. Ber¬ 
wick is on the border between England and Scotland, 
bore (1) o. (a) To make a hole with a tool. Ex. Re bored a small 
hole in the barrel, (b) To bore people is to make them feel 
tired of your company, sometimes by talking too much or in 
a stupid way. (2) n. A bore is a person who wearies others 
in that way. 

borough (hur-ro) n. A town that has a mayor and a corporation, 
borrow (6or-ro) v. Wlien a friend lets you have the use of his 
penknife for a short time, you borrow it. You borrow a book 
from the library (see library) when you take it ^ut, having 
promised to give it back. 

botany (bot~B,-ne) n. The study of plants. One who studies plants 
is a botanist. 

bough (rhymes with cow) n. A branch of a tree. 

boulder (bold-et) n. A very large piece of rock or stone. Ex. 

We climbed over the boulders on the hill-side, 
boulevard (6oof-e-var) n. The French name for a wide street 
having trees along each side. Ex. There are many beautiful 
boulevards in Paris. 

bound (1) n. A jump. Ex. The deer crossed the path in one 
bound. To feel bound (adj.) to do something is to feel one 
ought to do it. Ex. I feel bound to lend her my bicycle. 
(2) V. (a) Past tense of bind («.). (b) To jump. Ex. The 
deer bounded across the park. 

boundary n. The line that divides one place from another. Ex. 
The walls of York were in olden days the boundary of the city. 
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bounteous (doun<>yu8) adj. (a) Generous. Bias. My aunt is always 
a bounie&tis giver of presents, (b) Plentiful. Ex. We must 
hope for a bounteous harvest, 
bountiful adj. Has the same meaning as bounteous, 
bouquet (hoo-kay) n. A bunch of fiovrers. Ex. The singer was 
presented with a bouquet at the end of the concert, 
bow (bow) V. To bend the head in respect or as a greeting. Ex. 
He bowed to me as he passed by. 

bow (boh) n. (a) A way of arranging a tie or a piece of ribbon, 
etc. Ex. She had a blue bow in her hair. (6) The weapon 
by which arrows are shot, (c) A stick with strings for playing 
the violin. 

bow-man (doA-man) n. A man who shoots with bow and arrow, 
box (1) ft. A case for holding something. (2) o. To fight with 
the bands in thick padded gloves. One who does so is a boxer. 
brace n. A pair. Ex, He was carrying a brace of pheasants. 

Braces are straps for holding up trousers, 
bracing adj. Healthy. Bracing air is the kind of air that makes 
you feel strong and lively. Ex. Margate is said to be a bracing 
place for a holiday. 

bracken n. A kind of wild fern often found on tiiU-sides. 
brag V. To boast. One who boasts is a braggart. 
brain n. The interior part of the head which has the power of 
thinking. When people are clever, they are said to have good 
brains. 

brake n. A fixture on a bicycle or car, etc., by which the motion 
can be made slower, or stopped. To brake (v.) is to use the 
brake. 

bramble n. The blackberry (see blackberry), 
brand n. A piece of burning wood. Ex. The native snatched a 
brand from the fire and threw it at the lion, 
brandish v. To wave in the air. Ex. The bully was brandishing 
a big s%ck as if he meant to hit the small bey with it. 
bravado (bra-voA-do) n. Pretended bravery. Ex. When Tommy 
said he was not afraid of the bull, it was only bravado. 
brave adj. Having no fear. Showing bravery. 
brawl n. A noisy fight or quarrel. Ex. A brawl was going on 
in the street as we went home. To brawl (v.) means to fight 
in this way. 

brawn n. Meat chopped up and spiced and pressed into a mould, 
to be eaten cold. 

brawny adj. Very strong. Ex. The blacksmith is a big brawny 
man (see blacksmith). 

bray n. The cry of the donkey. To bray (v.) is to make this 
noise. 

brazen (bray-zen) adj. (a) Made of brass. Ex. In the temple was 
a large brazen image. (6) Bold and without shame. Ex, He 
told lies in quite a brazen way. 
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breach (breetsh) n. A hole made by breaking. Sg, The flood 
was caused by a breach in the river-bank, 
breakage (8rag-kaj) «. Something broken. Eg. There have 
been too many leakages in the kitchen lately, 
breaker {bray-kei) n. A large wave. Ex. The breakers on that 
rocky coast made bathing dangerous, 
breakwater n. A wall running out into the 
sea to break the force of the waves, 
breast-plate n. A piece of armour {see armour) 
worn on the breast in battle, 
breath (breth) n. The air that <we take into, 
and drive out of, our lungs. To do this is 
to breathe, 

breeze n. A light and gentle wind, 
brethren ti. An old word for brothers, some¬ 
times used now to refer to members of a 
church or other group, 
brevity n. See brief. 

bribe ft. A payment or gift made to a person to get him to do 
something he knows to be wrong. To bribe (o.) is to make 
a gift in ^s way. Ex, The thief confessed that he had bribed 
a boy to leave the door open for him. 
biide n. A woman on the day she is being married. The man 
she marries is her bridegroom. Eg. The bride looked very 
happy on her wedding-day. 

bridge n. Bridges are built over roads, railways and rivers to 
allow people or trains, etc., to cross from one side to the other, 
bridle (6i^-dl) n. The leather straps on a horse's head to 
which the reins are attached. To bridle (v.) a horse is to put 
on its bridle. 

brief'od/. Short. Ex. Make your letter as brief as possible. We 
had a brief holiday in Wales. I aimed at brevity (shortness) 
in my letter as I had not much time. * 

brigade (brig-ode) n. A large number of soldiers, commanded by 
a BrigruHer^Seneral. 

brigand (hr^-and) n. A robber, a bandit, 
brilliant {bril^ysLiit) adj. Very bright, or sparkling, or clever. A 
light or a jewel can be briUiant. A man is said to be briUiant 
when he is extremely clever. He shows brilliance. 
biim n. The edge of something such as a hat, or a river. To 
fill a cup to the brim is to fill it up to the top. 
brine ti. Salt water. Ex, Pork {see pork) is made into ham by 
soaking it in brine. 

brink n. The edge of something steep, like a precipice. Some¬ 
times used of the sea. Ex. He stood shivering on the Mnh 
before he went in for his bathe. 

brisk adj. Quick and lively. Ex. She has a brisk way of moving 
about. There was a brisk breeze blowing. 
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bristle fi. The stiff hair of a pig, often ased for making brushes. 

Bw, My tooth-brush is made of hristles. 
brittle adj, EasUy broken. Ex. The cup was of beautiful china, 
as brUtk as an egg-shell. 

broadcast o. To give out information, or music, or a play on 
the radio. Su^ a performance is c^ed a hroademt (n.). 
brocade n. A heavy silk material with a pattern of gold or silver 
threads. Ex, The dining-room curtains were made of green 
brocade, 

bronchitis (bron-kg-tis) n. A bad cold on the chest, accompanied 
by severe coughing. One can have a bronchial cold, 
bronze n. A metal made of copper and tin. A bronze medal is 
one made of this metaL 

brood (1) n. A number of young birds hatched at the same time. 
Ex, I saw the hen wi^ her brood of chickens. (2) v. To 
spend much time thinking of one*s troubles. Ex. Don’t brood 
over your bad luck. 

brook n, A small stream. Ex. There was a little bridge over 
the brooks 

broom n, (a) A brush used for sweeping 
floors, etc. (h) A shrub which bears 
yellow flowers. 

brougham (hro-am) tt. A closed carriage 
drawn by a horse. It was much used 
during Queen Victoria's reign, before 
motor-cars were invented, 
bruin (broo-in) n. A name for bear. Ex. 

Bruin took the honey from a wild bees* 
nest. 

bruise (brooze) v. To hurt by a knock which does not break the 
skin but makeb it black and blue. ^ 

brusque (broosk) Abnipt (see abrupt), sharp. This is usu- 
aUy aj^lied to a way of speaking. Ex, He gave me a very 
brueque reply. 

brutal adj. Like a brute or one of the lower animals. Ex, The 
prisoners were treated in a brutal way. They were treated 
with great brvtaUty, 

buccaneer (buk-a-neer) n. An old name for a pirate, 
bod ft. A flower or iMf, before it has grown enough to be hilly 
open. 

budget {budge-et) n, A record of income and expenses. Every 
year, the (Sianoellor of the Exchequer makes a statement to 
Parliament about the income and expenses of the country. 
This is called tilie Budget, To budget (c.) is to plan how to 
spend one's money on necessary goods, 
bullet (bu^-et) (1) n, A blow with the fist. (2) o. To strike or 
knock about. Ex, She was buffeted by the wind when she 
turned the comer. 
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buffet (6oo-fay) n. A table or counter where food is laid out. 

Ex. There is a buffet at all large railway stations, 
buffoon n. A person who behaves in a silly way, or is funny | 
like a clown. 

bugle (fccto-gl) n. A small trumpet. Ex. A 
bugle was sounded in the camp, 
build (bild) V. To make, especially a house, 
ship, church, etc., which is made of stone 
or bricks. The house or church is a 
building and has been built (bill), 
bulb n. The rootii of certain flowers and 

vegetables are bulbs. The onion is a bulb. Daffodils and 
tulips grow from bulbs. An electric lamp is called a bulb, 
bulge (bulj) V. To swell out. Ex. llis pocket was bulging with 
marbles. I saw the bulge (n.) in his pocket, 
bulk n. Size. Ex. The great bulk of the bull filled the shed. 
Fold your clothes into little bulk. A thing that takes up much 
space is bulky. 

bullet (boof'Ct) n. The small bit of metal fired from a gun. 
bulletin (booi-et-in) n. A public announcement. Ex. ^^’hen a 
king is ill, a bulletin is issued about his health. We listen to 
news bulletins on the wdreless. 

bully (bool-e) v. To treat a weaker person roughly and with un- 
kindness or cruelty. Sometimes a new boy is bullied at school. 
One who behaves in that rough way is a bully (n.). 
bump n. cb v. Knock. You may get a bump on your head, or 
you may bump your head on the door, 
bumper (1) n. A bar at the back or front of a motor-car, etc., 
to prevent it from being bumped. (2) adj. Very plentiful. 
Ex. We hope for a bumper harvest this year, 
bumpkin n. A rough country fellow with no education or good 
manners. 

bundle n. A number of things tied together. Ex. Shf was carry¬ 
ing a bundle of newspapers. 

bungalow (frung-ga-lo) n. A house with all its rooms on the 
ground Aoor. 

bungle u. To do a thing badly or clumsily. To 
spoil a thing by handling it badl,y. Ex. I hoped 
he could mend the rabbit hutch, but he bungled 
it. 

bunk n A kind of shelf which is a sailor’s bed in 
a ship. Beds of the same kind are sometimes 
used in camps. 

bunker n. The storage place for coal in a ship, 
bunting n. Coloured cloth used for making flags, 
buoy (boy) n. A floating object, fixed by an anchor, 
to guide ships past dangerous rocks, 
buoyant (hoy-ant) adj. Able to float, like a cork. Buoy 
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burden n. Something, usually too heavy, that has to be carried. 

Ex. The old man was glad to lay down his burden of firewood, 
bureau (frea>-roh) n. A writing-table with drawers. Sometimes 
a public office is called a bureau, 
burgh n. The Scots form of the word borough, 
burglar n. One who breaks into a house after dark, in order to 
steal. Such a man commits a burglary. He burgles (c.) the 
house. 

burial (6cr-e-al) n. See bury. 

burly adj. Stout and strongly built. Ex. He is a big burly fellow 
burnish v. To make bright by rubbing, especially a metal. Ex. 

The knight*8 helmet shone like burnished brass, 
burrow (1) n. A hole in the ground made by an animal, such as 
a rabbit. Rabbits live in burrows. (2) v. To make a burrow, 
bury (bcr-re) v. To place a dead body in the ground. The act 
of doing this is called a burial (n.). 
bush (boosh) n. A plant like a very small tree, with many little 
branches. Ex. A gooseberry bush, a currant bush. When 
hair grows very thick it is sometimes said to be bushy. 
business (bfz-ness) n. The work or profession by which one earns 
one’s living. Ex. What is Ids business ? He is a tobacconist, 
bustle (5ms-s1) v. To move about quickly when doing something. 
Ex. She bustled about the kitchen. There was a great bustle 
(n.) in the kitchen when the Christmas pudding was being 
made. 

busy (biz~ze) adj. Having much to do, working hard. Ex. 

Mother is busy cooking the dinner, 
butler n. The chief man-servant in a large house, 
butt (1) n. A large cask or barrel. Ex. We have a bull of rain¬ 
water in our garden. (2) v. To push with the head or horns 
as a goat does. 

buttress (buf-ress) n. A support built against the wall of a church, 
etc., tojmake it stronger. 

buxom (buk-som) adj. A woman who looks plump and cheerful 
and well is said to be buxom. 

buy (by) v. To get a thing by paying money for it. Ex. I will 
buy some flowers for mother. The person who buys a thing 
is a buyer. 

bye-law n. A special law made by a town. Ex. Some towns 
have a bye-lavt that each householder must keep the path in 
front of his house clear of snow. 

by-pass n. A road which passes by a town without going through 
it. 

byre n. A cow-house. 

bystander n. One who stands by, and looks on. Ex. A bystander 
said that the accident was not the driver’s fault. 
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C 

The letter c is usually pronounced like k except before e, t and 
y. Before these letters it is pronounced like s. Eau. Cat» but city. 
When used before h it sometimes makes the sound tsh. Ex, Church. 

cabin n. A very small house or hut. The room in which one 
sleeps in a ship. Ex, There were two berths (see berth) in 
our cofrtn. 

cabinet (ka6-in-et) n. A piece of furniture with drawers and 
shelves for holding china, etc. The Cabinet is a group of 
Members of Parliament, induding the Prime Minister, who 
are chiefly responsible for the government of the country, 
cable (1) n. A very strong rope or chain such as is attached to 
an anchor. A wire laid on the sea bed, by which telegraph 
messages are sent. (2) v. To send a message in this way. 
Ex, } cabled to my sister in America, 
cache (kash) n. A secret store of food or treasure, etc. Ex, Arctic 
explorers always hide caches of food as they go along, so as 
to use them as supplies on their way back, 
cafe (ka/-ay) n. A place where one can have tea or coffee to 
drink, and where meals are served also, 
cage (kaje) n. A little house in which birds are kept. Ex, A 
canary’s cage, A cage can also be very large, such as a lion’s 
cage at the Zoo. To cage (o.) a bird or animal is to put it in 
a cage. 

cairn ti. A heap of stones usually meant to mark the spot where 
someone was buried, or where something important happened, 
or perhaps to show the highest peak of a mountain, 
calamity (cd-am-ity) n. An event that causes great suffering 
and distress. Ex. The colliery {see colliery) accident was a 
cakanity for the village. 

calculate (/iral-kew-late) v. To count up by aiithmedc. Ex, Can 
you calculate how many days there wiU be from now to Christ¬ 
mas ? Can you make that calculation ? 
calendar (Aaf-en-dar) n. A table {see table) that shows the days, 
weeks and months of the year. 

calf (kahf) n. A young bull or cow not fuUy grown. One oalf, 
two calves (kahves). 

callous {kal-m) adj. Not caring how much others suffer. Hard- 
heatted. Ex, It was caUous of him to ill-treat his dog. 
calm (kahm) adj. Quiet, peaceful, not excited. One can speak 
of a calm sea, or a calm day, or a calm person, 
camera n. An apparatus by which photographs are taken, 
camouflage (kom-oo-flahsj) v. To make it difficult to see some¬ 
thing by changing its appearance. During a war, guns are 
camouflaged by having branches of trees arranged over them. 
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camp ti. A group of tents in which people live for a time. Bm. 

The Boy Scouts* summer camp was a great success, 
canal (ka>n^) n. A canal might be called an artificial river, made 
for purposes of trade. Its channel (or bed) was dug out by 
men, not by the flow of water as in the case of a river, 
canary (ka-nair-e) n. A small yellow bird which sings sweetly 
and is often kept in a cage as a pet. 
cancel (kon-sel) v. To cross out. You can cancel a figure in a 
sum. The Post Office cancels the stamps on letters before 
they are delivered, so that they cannot used again. You 
can cancel an appointment, if you find you cannot keep to the 
arrangement you have made. 

candid adj. Honest, truthfhl. Ex, I should like you to be candid 
and tell me exactly what you think about this plan, 
canine (kan-ine) adj. Connected with dogs. Ex. Distemper is a 
canine disease. 

cannibal n. A savage who eats human flesh. Ex. A fight with 
eannibala is described in the book 1 am 
reading about Africa, 
cannon n, A very large gun. 
canoe (ka>noo) n. A very light boat which 
is moved by paddles instead of oars, 
canopy (kan-o-pe) ft. A kind of small roof 

arranged over a bed or seat. Ex, Canoe 

There was a rich canopy of silk over 
the Queen*s throne. 

canteen (kan-(esn) n. A place where food and drink may be 
bought by certain people. Factories often have canteens for 
their own workers {see factory). 

canter v. To gallop {see gallop) gently and not very fast. A 
horse canters. 

canvas n. A coarse cloth used for making tents, sails, school¬ 
bags, etc. Finer kinds are used for embroidery, and for 
painting pictures. 

capable (kay-pa-bl) adj, A capable person is one who is able to 
do things well. Ex, My sister is a very capable cook. She 
has great capability (n.) in cooking, 
capacity (ka-pos-it-e) n. We can say that the capacity of a bottle 
is one pint, meaning that it wiU hold one pint; or that the 
capacity of the village hall is 100 people. A thing such as a 
trunk or a room is capadous (ka-poy-shus) if it can hold many 
articles or people. 

caper (k^-per) v. To jump about in a funny way. Ex. Toipmy 
was capering as usuaL I was amused at his capers (n.). 
capital adj. Excellent. Ex. That is a capital idea. A capital 
letter is a large letter like the E of Exc^ent. A capital city 
means the chief dty of a country. London is the capital (n.) 
of England. Paris is the capital of France. 
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capitulate (ka>pi7-yew-late} v. To give in or surrender. Ex. The 
Saxons calculated to the Normans in 10G6. 
capsize V. To upset, especially a boat. To turn upside down, 
captain n. The chief officer of a ship or of a company of soldiers ; 
or the chief member of a group, such as captain of the school 
or of a football team. 

caption {kap-shon) n. A heading or title of a chapter or para¬ 
graph {see these words) or picture. Ex. The old silent films 
used to have captions to explain what was happening, 
captive n. A person who has been caught or captured and is 
a prisoner. He is kept in captivity. 
capture v. To catch or take by force. 

Ex. The tliief was captured by a 
policeman. The castle was captured 
by the enemy. 

caravan (Arar-a-van) n. A covered 
wagon fitted up inside like a house, 
and used by gipsies and by people 
on hbhday. 

carcass (kahr-cas) n. The dead body of 
an animal. Ex. Carcasses of sheep 
and cattle are brought in cold 
storage ships from Australia and New Zealand, 
cardboard n. A thick stiff paper, of which boxes can be made, 
cardigan (kakr-de-gan) n. A woollen jacket, 
cardinal (kakr-de-nal) n. A very important member of the 
Roman Catholic Church, next in rank to the Pope, 
career n. A person's career is the work or profession in which 
he spends his life. Ex. My sister says she will take up nursing 
as her career. 

caress (ka-ress) (1) n. A movernent of affection, an embrace. 

(2) V. To touch lovingly. Ex. The mother caressed her baby, 
cargo n. The goods carried by a ship. Ex. A cargo of coal or 
of sugar, etc. * 

caricature (kar-i-ka-<er»r) n. A drawing which makes fun of 
someone or something. Ex. He drew a caricature of the head¬ 
master. 

carnival n. An entertainment witli games, sports, and music, 
usually held in the open air. 
carol n. A song, usually a Christmas song, or hymn, 
carpenter (kokr-pen-ter) n. One who makes things of wood, and 
mends things made of wood. 

carrion (ka-ri-on) n. The flesh of dead animals. Ex. In hot 
countries, vultures {see vulture) feed on carrion. 
carton n. A cardboard box. Various foods are sold in cartons. 

Ex. 1 paid threepence fur a caiton of icc-cream. 
cartoon (kar-toon) n. A drawing making fun of something that 
has happened. Ex. Some newspapers have amusing cartoons. 
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cartridge n. The case containing the explosive material to be 
fired from a gun. Ex, After the rille competition, we picked 
up the empty cartridges. 

carve (kahrve) v. (a) To cut a design on wood or stone as an 
artist or sculptor would do. This is called a carving. Ex. 
There is a beautiful carving of a ship above the door of the 
Town Hall. (6) To cut in slices. Father carved the turkey 
for our Christmas dinner. 

cascade {kas-kade^ n. A waterfall {see waterfall), 
casement (icoce-ment) n. A window that opens outwards in the 
same way as a door does. 

cash n. Money. Ex. Can you lend me a shilling? I am short 
of ccah. Father keeps his cash in a strong box. 
cashier (kash-eer) n. The person who keeps the accounts of all 
money spent and received in a business, 
cask (kahsk) n. A kind of barrel, 
casket n. A small box used for holding 
precious things such as jewels. Ex. A 
casket containing ancient {see ancient) 
coins was dug up recently in an English 
field. 

casserole (icoss-er-ole) n. A dish, often made 

of earthenware, in which food can be Casket 

cooked and also served at table. 

castaway n. Someone left adrift in a boat, or wrecked on an 
unknown coast. There are stories about castaways being 
found many years later. 

caster n. (a) A bottle with semall holes in its lid, used for sprink¬ 
ling sugar or pepper, etc. (b) A small wheel fixed to legs of 
chairs, sofas, etc., to mak th m move along the floor easily, 
casual' (Aojt-yew-al) adj. Happening by chance or only now and 
then. Ex. He gave the picture a castuxl glance. He only 
looked at it casually. 

casualty A person who is injured in an accident is called a 
casualty. Ex. There were three casualties in the bus accident, 
catalogue (kal-a-log) n. A list of things arranged in order. You 
can get a catalogue of seeds for planting in the garden; or 
you can get a catalogue of books from the library, 
catapult n. A toy with a rubber loop which can throw stones 
quite a long way. 

cataract n. A large waterfall {see waterfall) pouring down very 
fast. 

catastrophe (kat-osf-ro-fe) n. A great and dreadful misfortune 
{see misfortune). Ex, The storm was a eatastrophet for many 
fishing-boats were wrecked. 

catch (1) V. To take hold of or seize. Ex. Catch this ball. The 
policeman caught the thief. (2) n. What has been caught. 
Ex, The fishermen had a good catch of herring. 
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catechise (kat-e-Msw) o. To teach by questions and answers, as 
is done in the CaUchtam in the Prayer Book, 
cater (kay^ter) o. To provide food or other entertainment. Em, 
The baker catered tot the tea at our cricket match. The 
Public Library eeUera for all tastes in books, 
caterpillar n. The name given to a moth or butterfly before 
it grows its wings. 

cathedral (kath-ee-dral) n. A very large church which has a 
bishop {see bishop) in charge of it, Em, We saw beautifhl 
stained-glass windows in the Cathedral, 
cattle fi. (^ws, bulls and oxen. Em, The fields were full of 
eaiUe, 

cauldron {kemld-toTL) n, A very large kettle or pot for cooking. 
Em, A cauldron containing tar was used when the road was 
being mended. A eatUdron of tea was ready for the men. 
caution (kaw-shon) (1) n. (a) Carefulness. Em. Be sure to use 
eautkm at the cross-roads, (b) A warning. Em, He gave the 
boys a caution not to steal the apples. (2) o. To warn. Em, 
I will eatdidfi the boys not to pick the apples. I will tell them 
to be eaulioue when crossing the road, 
cavalry (kao-al-re) n. Soldiers on horseback. Em. A company 
of cavalry came along the road at a trot, 
cave n. A hollow {see hollow) place in the ground, sometimes on 
a bill-side, sometimes under cliffs {see cliff) near the sea. 
cavern (katHern). See cave, above. Em, The children explored 
the cavern and had great fun. 

cease (seece) o. To stop. Em. Cease that noise, please. The rain 
hu ceased. 

celling (seel-ing) n. The inside roof of a room. Em, Flies can 
walk across the ceiling. 

celebrate (ssf-e-brate) v. To remember happily or to do honour 
to* Em. We are having a party to celebrate mother's birthday. 
It wiU be a eeWn-ation, Celebrated means famous. lb. 
Gladstone was a celebrated Prime Minister. * 

celerity (se-lri'-e-te) n. Speed, quickness. Em. He obeyed me 
with more celerity than I expected, 
celestial (se-lesl-yal) adj. Connected with heaven 
or the sky. Em. Stars are celestial bodies. 

Angels are celestial beings, 
cell (sel) n. The small rooms in prisons are called 
cells, and so are the smaU spaces in a honey¬ 
comb. Certain parts of electric batteries are 
called cells. 

cellar (seMar) n. A store-room below the ground 
floor, sometimes used for storing coal. 

*cello (e^Mo) n. The short form of violon- 
eello*', which is a musical instrument like a 
violin, but much lazier. 
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cement (ae-ment) ti. A mixture containing ground limestone, used 
by builders for binding stones or bricks together, 
cemetery (sem-C'ter-e) n. A place set apart for burial of the 
dead. Em. The graves in the cemetery were kept very tidy 
by the villagers. A cemetery is also called a graveyaM (ms 
grave). 

cenotaph (sen-o-taf) n. A monument in memory of people who 
have died and been buried elsewhere. The Cenotaph in 
Whitehall was built in memory of soldiers who had been 
killed and buried in many different places, 
centre (ssn>ter) n. The middle point, especiaUy of a dirole. 
Bz. She was standing in the centre (at the central point) of 
the room. 

century (ssn-tew-re) n. A hundred years. Ex. There have been 
many wonderfhl inventions during the last century. The 
word century is also used to mean a hundred runs in cricket, 
cereal (seer-i>al) n. Any kind of grain that is used for food, such 
as com, oatmeal, etc. Ex. Do you like sugar with your 
cereal 2 

ceremony (ser-e-mon>e) n. A way of doing something in public 
to honour a person, or to mark a great event. Ex. We had 
a prize-giving ceremony at our school. A coronation is a very 
impressive ceremony. It is a ceremonial (ser-e-mo-ne-al) 
occasion.*’ 

certain (ser-tin) adj. Sure, without any doubt. Ex. The sun 
is certain to rise. I am certain of it. It is a certainty (n.). 
certillcate (ser-ri/-i-kate) n. A written statement that proves 
something. You might have a certificate from the doctor to 
certify (o.) that you had been absent owing to illness, 
chaff (1) n. The husks, or outer covering, of corn. (2) o. To 
tease in a kindly way. Ex. John was chaffed the first* day he 
wore long trousers. 

cbaUenge>(cha/-enj) v. When a sentry challenges a passer-by, 
he wants to be told who is there. One school can challenge 
another to a game of footbiUl. This is an invitation to a 
friendly contest, to see which side will win. The one school 
sends a challenge (n.) to the other, 
chamber ( ehame-hex) n. A room, usually a bedroom: someti mes an 
office. Ex. “ Upstairs, downstairs, and in my lady*s chamber.** 
chamois (skcmi-wah) n. (a) A kind of deer, (b) {ehcm-me) A soft 
leather used for washing windows and leaning silver, 
champion (chom-pe-on) n. (a) One who takes the part of some¬ 
one weaker than himself. Ex. Wilberforce was the champion 
of ill-uM slaves. (6) The one who does best in games or sports. 
Ex. A golf champion. A champion runner, 
change (chaynj) (1) c. (a) To make different or become different. 
ISa. I changed my plans, (b) To take or give or use one thing 
instead of another. Ex. I am to change mother's book at the 
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library. I must change my shoes for they are wet. (2) n. You 
can make a change in your plans. You can go to the country 
for a change. When you give a shilling for an article that 
costs ninepence, you get threepence change. 
channel (cAan-nel) n. (a) The bed or mouth of a river. (6) A 
narrow strip of water joining two seas. The English Channel, 
between England and France, joins the North Sea and the 
Atlantic Ocean. 

chaos {kay~os) n. Great disorder and confusion. Ex When the 
storm passed over, it left chaos behind it. Fences were blown 
down, and trees were lying across the roads, 
chapel n. A smaU building used for worship; sometimes one 
attached to a school or college or large house; sometimes 
a church not belonging to the Church of England, 
chaplain (chap-Un) n. The clergyman of a ship or a school, etc. 
chapter n. One of the parts into which books are often divided. 

Ex. How many chapters of the story have you read ? 
charabanb (sliar-a-bang) n. A large motor coach. Ex. We are 
going to Southend in a charabanc. 
character (kar-ak-ter) n. The qualities a person has, such as 
kindness, honesty, laziness, etc. All these qualities are parts 
of his character. The people in stories and plays are called 
characters. Ex. Which of Shakespeare’s characters do you 
admire most ? 

charade (shar-o/uf) n. A game in which some people act or 
speak the syllables of a word one at a time and other people 
have to guess what the whole word is. Ex. ** Car ” and 
“ Go ” = “ Cargo.” 

charge n. ds v. Cost or price. Ex. The charge (n.) for mending 
my bicycle was hve shillings. That is what he charged (v.) 
me. To be in charge of a small brother is to be obUged to 
take care of him. To be charged to do something is to be 
ordered to do it. Ex. I charge you to do this when 1 have 
gone. To accuse. Ex. The man was charged with stealing. 
That charge (n.) was made against him. 
charity (char-i-te) n. Kindness or help to those who need it, 
especially the poor. To give such help is to be charitable. 
charm (1) n. Something worn, usually round the neck, which is 
supposed to have the powei* of keeping the wearer safe from 
harm. (2) v. To please pebj^ by being attractive and nice. 
Ex. Mary charms everyone by her kindly ways. They find 
her charming (adj.). 

chart (1) n. A map for use at sea, showing dangers to be avoided. 
(2) V. To make such a map. Ex. The captain of a ship has 
charts of all the seas he sails on. 

charter n. A document granting certain rights and privil^ea 
The Magna Carta is one of Britain’s most important eharters. 
In recent times we have had the Atlantic Charter. 
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chase (chace) v. To run after and try to catch. Ex. Father chased 
the little boys who had thrown snowballs through the window, 
chasm (kasm) n. A wide opening in the earth. Ex. We dropped 
stones down into the chasm to find out how deep it was. 
chastise (chass-h?e) t). To punish by beating. Ex. Tom was 
chastised again yesterday. He received chastisement (n.). 
chat (1) n. A friendly talk. (2) v. To talk in a friendly way. 
chatter v. To talk quickly and about trifling things. That kind 
of talk is called chatter (n.). 

chauffeur (sho-fer) n. The man employed to drive a private car. 
cheap adj. Costing very little. Ex. My pen-knife was cheap. 1 
managed to buy it cheaply {adv.). 
cheat V. To deceive, to be dishonest. Ex. The man who sold me 
this puppy cheated me by charging far too much. One who 
does this is a cheat (n.). 

check V. {a) To stop or hinder or reprove. Ex. I was rushing out 
to play, but mother checked me and told me to put on a coat. 
(6) To go over a second time. Ex. I have checked tliis sum, 
and it is correct. 

cheer (1) n. A shout of joy or applause. Ex. Cheers for the half 
holiday. (2) o. To make happier. Ex. It will cheer Mary 
if you go over and talk to her. It will make her more cheerful. 
I’alk to her cheerily. 

chemistry {kem-is-tra) n. The science that tells us what things 
are made of. From chemistry we learn that water is made of 
hydrogen and oxygen. A chemist is one who is learned in 
this science, or one who makes up medicines and sells them, 
cheque (chek) n. A written order asking a bank to piay a sum of 
money to a person or firm named, 
cherish (cAer-ish) v. To love or take care of. Ex. I will always 
cherish my puppy. . 

cherub (c^er-ub) n. A child angel. Ex. There are many cherubs 
to Iss seen in old paintings. 

chess n. A game played on a board, by two people, with 82 
pieces called chess-men. » 

chest n. (a) A large box with a lid, often used for holding clothes, 
food, tools, etc. (b) The upper part of the human body, 
chew (cdioo) v. To bite into small pieces with one’s teeth. Ex. 

You should always chew your food thoroughly, 
chicken-pox »i. An illness which causes spots or blisters on the 
skin, common among children. 

chide V. To reprove or find fault with. Ex. Mother will chide 
me if I am not home by five o’clock, 
chill (1) n. A cold. Ex. I think 1 have caught a chill. (2) o. 
To make cold. Ex. I felt chilled after waiting for an hour. 
I felt chilly (adj.). 

chime n. The musical sound of beUs ringing together, especially 
church bells. A chiming clock is one that chimes the hours* 
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chimney {ehim-ne) n. The smoke from a fire passes upwards 
through the chimney, which was built for that purpose, 
chivalry (sfttv-al-re) n. The qualities possessed and shown by 
Knights in the Middle Ages, such as courtesy, kindness, 
courage, gentleness, etc. A man with qualities like these is 
said to be ehivah otu. 

choice (choyce) (1) n. See choose. (2) adj. Specially good. 

Ex. We bought some choice grapes, 
choir (kwire) n. A number of singers, especially those trained to 
sii^ in church services. They sing choral music, 
choke V, To block up a narrow passage, either in the throat or 
in a water-pipe, etc. Em, That herring-bone nearly choked me. 
choose V, (a) To pick out from among others. Ex. Choose the 
book you like best. You can have your choice (n.). (6) To 
decide to. Ex, He chose to walk, although he could have 
cycled. 

chorus (koirr-us) ii. The part of a song which everyone sings at 
the end* of each verse. 

christen (kiis-n) v. To name a child at its baptism (see baptise). 
The name that is given is a Christian name. Ex. My baby 
cousin was christened Andrew. 

chronic (Aron-ik) adj. Lasting for a long time, especially illness. 
Ex. She has chronic rheumatism. 

chronicle (kron-ik-l) n. A story of events arranged in the order 
in which they happened. Ex. King Alfred helped to write 
the first great chronicle of English history, 
chiim n. The large vessd, or can, in a dairy, in which milk is 
made into butter by stirring, 
elder (sy-der) n. A drink made from apple juice, 
dader (stn-der) n. Burned coal which has not quite burned 
away to ashes. Ex, Keep the cinders to put on the fire again 
to-morrow. 

circle (ser-kl) n. A circle is a line with both ends joindd, in the 
shape of a ring. Round things, like plates and saucers can 
be called eircuUxr (adj.). » 

circular (ser-kew-lar) (1) adj. Round. In the shape of a circle 
or ring. Ex, A eiretdar (or round) plate. (2) n. A letter or 
advertisement (see advertise) sent round to a large number of 
people. Ex. This circular was in our letter-box. 
drcumference (ser-kum-fer-ence) n. The line that makes a 
circle; the length of this line. Ex, The circumference of 
the earth is the length of an imaginary (see imaginary) line 
running round the earth at its widest part, 
circumnavigate (ser-kum-nau-i-gate) v. To saU round (especially 
the world). Sir Francis Drake eireumniWigaied the world, 
circumstance n. When we say someone is in poor dreumstanoes, 
we mean he has to live in poor oonditioos. When we say we 
know all the circumstanoes, we mean we know all the facta. 
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drew (««r.ku8) n. (a) An entertainment in which trained horses 
and other animal appear. (5) A space at a busy crossroads. 
Ex, Oxford Circtutf in London^ is the point at which Oxford 
Street crosses Regent Street. 

ciatem (sis-tem) n. A tank in which water is stored. Ex, Our 
hot>water cUtem is in the attic. 

dtizen (sit-iz-n) n. One who lives in a dty. Ex. The ciHzem 
of Edinburgh are proud of their beautiful town. 

dvil (sto-U) adj, PoUte. Ex, The assistants in that shop are 
always ciuii. They show civility to the customers. A civil 
war is a war between two parties in the same country. 

dvllian (8iv-tl*yan) fi. Anyone who is not in the Army, Navy or 
Air Force is a civilian. 

dvlllsed (fio-il-ized) adj. Educated so as not to have the habits 
of savages. Ex. There are some parts of the world in which 
the natives are not yet civilised. 

dalm (klame) v. To ask for something because one has a right 
to it. Ex, He went to the Police Station to claim bis bicycle 
which had been found. 

clamour {Mam-ot) (1) n. Loud noise of voices. (2) v. To make 
such a noise. Ex. The boys clamoured for a speech from 
the Headmaster. The rooks were clamorous (adj.) in the trees. 

Clatter (1) n. A rattling sound. Ex. We always hear a great 
clatter of dishes when Mary washes up. (2) v. To make 
a rattling sound. Ex. The tin can claUcred on the pavement. 

Claw n. The sharp naU (see nail) of a bird or animal. Ex. The 
cat's clams are very sharp. 

day fi. A kind of earth which becomes hard when mixed with 
water. Bricks are made of clay. 

deirg 3 rman (k/er-ji-man) n. A minister of the church. 

dark (klark) n. A person employed to do office work. He does 
eleneal (adj.) work. 

client (kly-ciA) n. A customer, or one who employs a lawyer or 
dentist, etc., to do what is needed. Ex. Mr. A. is my lawyer 
(see lawyer). I am one of his clients. 

cliff n. A high wall of rock near the edge of the sea. Ex. From 
the clijjs of Dover one can sometimes see France. 

Climate (k/y-mate) n. The sort of wfathcr a plara usually has. 
Ex. The cHmate of the West of Ireland is mild and rather 
damp. 

cllmaw (k/y-maks) n. The highest point. You can have the 
climax of an exciting story, or the climax of a dangerous 
illness, or the climax in some sport, where the interest reaches 
its highest point. 

cloak (cloke) n* An outer garment without sleevoi. A covering 
to hide something. Ex. His fdendly chat was only a dook 
to hide his real feelings. 

clod n. A lump of earth. Ex. The plough turns up the dads. 
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clog n. A shoe made of wood or having 
a wooden sole. MiUworkers in the North 
of England often wear clogs. 

cloth n. Material made of wool, cotton, 
etc., for clothes, curtains and such 
things. 

clothier (kk>-thee-er) n. One who makes or Clog 

sells clothes. 

clover (klo-ver) n. A sweet-smelling wild 
plant, which has white or pink flowers, 
and grows in fields. 

clown n. A man in a pantomime or circus 
who says and does funny things to make 
everyone laugh. 

club (1) n. (a) A heavy stick used for 

striking, either as a weapon, or in a game Clover 

such golf. (6) A group of people who 
meet to do things that interest them all, such as a Boys' Club, a 
Tennis‘Club, etc. (2) n. To beat with a stick. Ex. He was 
clubbed in the dark. (6) To club together to buy something 
means to join together and all pay a share. 

clue (kloo) n. Something which gives information and helps to 
solve, or clear up, a mystery {see mystery). Ex. The thief 
left his coat behind, and that will be a useful clue. Finger¬ 
prints are often a clue. 

clump n. A number of plants or trees growing close together. 
Ex. A clump of snowdrops, or of birch trees. 

clumsy adj. Slow and awkward in movement. Ex. He is 
clumsy with his hands. 

cluster n. A number of things or people close together. Ex. 
A cluster of grapes. To cluster (v.) means to gather closely 
together. Ex. The crowd clustered round the gate. 

clutch V. To seize tightly. Ex. He clutched my arm to save 
himself from falling. To be in the clutches of a person means 
to be in his power. 

coach (koach) n. (a) A vehicle (see vehicle^ for carrying passengers. 
(6) One who teaches or helps another either to income good 
at a game, or to prepare for an examination. This is called 
coaching. You might get a coach to help you with mathe¬ 
matics, or a tennis coach, etc. 

coarse (korse) adj. (a) The opposite of fine or smooth. Ex. 
This linen is coarse. (5) Rough or rude. Ex. His manners 
are coarse. 

coast (koast) n. The land at the edge of the sea. Ex. lliat part 
of the coast was rough and rocky. 

coax (koaks) v. To persuade (see persuade) someone by getting 
him into a good temper first. }Ex, 1 coaxed father to take me 
to the Zoo. 
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cobble (kob-l) (1) n. A small round stone, used for paving streets 
in olden days. (2) v. To mend, especially shoes. One who 
does this is a cobbler, 

cobweb ft. The web spun by a spider to catch insects, 
cockney (AroA;-ne) (1) n. A native of I^ondon who is born witliin 
the sound of Bow Bells. (2) adj. Some people who live in the 
East End of London are said to speak with a cockney accent, 
code n. A set of letters or signs with a special meaning known 
only to one group of people. In time of war, codes are used 
to prevent the enemy understan<ling messages, 
coffer n. A box or chest for storing money or valuable things in. 
coffin n. A wooden chest in which the dead are placed before 
they are buried. 

coll (koyl) V. To wind round into a ring. Ex. Coil up your 
skipping-rope and hurry home. 

coin (koyn) n. A round piece of metal stamped and used ss 
money. Ex. He had only a few coins left. The coins of any 
country are called its coine^e. 

coincidence (ko-tn>se-dence) n. Something that harppens quite 
by chance and is surprising. Ex. It is a coincidence that father 
and mother were both born on the same day, the 1st of 
June. 

collapse V. (a) To fall to pieces. Ex. Baby's tower of bricks 
collapsed. (6) To give way or fall down because of weakness, 
or illness or from a shock {see shock), 
collect (kol-eAil) o. To gather together. Ex. The tickets were 
collected by the ticket collector at the station. 1 have a good 
collection of stamps. 

college (cof-ej) n. A school for older boys or girls or an institution 
{see institution) where young men and women are educated, 
collide (kol-yde) v. When two things or people bump into each 
other, they collide. That makes a collision. • 

colliery (kof-yer-e) n. A coal-mine. The men who work in it 
sure iolliers. 

colonial (kol-oA-ne-al) adj. Connected with a colony, 
colony {kol-on-e) n. A group of people living together in a 
country that is not their native land. They are colonists. 
We speak also of a colony of bees or ants, 
colossal (kol-os-al) cuij. Very large. Ex. The elephant Is a 
colossi animal, 
colt n. A young horse. 

column {kol’Um) n. {a) A pillar. Ex. The roof of the hall was 
supported by eight columns. (6) One of the divisions of a 
page of newspaper. Ex. The account of the football match 
filled nearly a column, (c) A set of figures arranged above 
each other. Ex. Add up this column of figures, 
combat (kum-bat) n. A fight, usually with weapons. Those 
who take part in it are combatanis. 
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combine (kom-6ine) o. To join together. Em. As so many chil¬ 
dren were absent, the mistress decided to combine the two 
classes. Things that are joined in this way are said to form 
a eombintOion (com-bin-^-shon). 
comedian (ko-wice-de-an) n. An actor who plays a funny part, 
comedy {kom-e~de) n. A pleasant and amusing play, 
comely (kutn-le) adj. Nice-looking. Ex. The farmer's wife is a 
very comely person. 

comet (kom-et) n. A heavenly body with a tail of light revolving 
round the sun in an eccentric course, 
comfort (kum-fort) (1) n. To live in comfort is to have things 
pleasant and nice around one. To be a comfort to your 
mother means to make her happier than she would otherwise 
be. (2) 0 . To comfort your mother means to help her when 
she is u^appy about something. You are her comforter. To 
be comforUAle means to have no pain or unpleasantness, 
comic, comical adj. Funny. Ex. He sang a comic song. The 
kitten looked so comical^ chasing her tail, 
command Kkom-ond) (1) n. An oMer. Ex. That was the com¬ 
mand he gave them. (2) n. To order. Ex. King Canute 
commanded the waves to stand stUL 
commence (kom-ence) v. To begin. Ex. The concert com¬ 
menced at seven o'dock. 

commend (kom-end) v. To praise. Ex. The boy was eontr 
mended for his brave action. 

commerce (kom-erce) n. Buying and selling goods. Ex. There 
is a great deal of comment between Englsmd and France, 
commodious (kom-o-de-us) adj. Having plenty of room. Ex. 

My aunt has now moved into a nice commodMus house, 
common (1) n. A piece of land open to alL Ex. Take the dog 
for a run on the common. (2) adj. Usual, ordinary, well- 
Imown. Ex. Oak trees are common in this dirtrict. 
commotion (kom-o-shon) n. Noise and fuss or excitement. 

Ex. There was great commotion when the chimney catl^t fire, 
communicate (kom-eum-ik-ate) o. To pass on a messa^ 
Ex. The only way to eonmunieaie wilth the island was oy 
radio. That was the only means of communicaHon. 
compact (kom-poki) adj. Closely packed. Ex. Mother made my 
painting materials into a very compact parcel {see material), 
compact (koifi-pakt) n. Agreement, arrangement. Ex. They 
made a compact to write to each other every week, 
company (kum-pan-e) n. A group of people A company of 
soldiers, or of actors, or of Mends, etc. To be good company 
is to be pleasant and amusing. A ^mpomion is one who is 
with you. Em. My companion on the journey was a very 
kind lady. 

compare (kom-pore) o. To look at two things and see how they 
are like or unlike each other. Ex. If you compare these two 
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•tamps you will End they are very different ftom each other. 
To compare them is to make a comparison (n.) between 
them. 

compartment n. A separate part. Ex. A drawer can be divided 
into compoftmcniSy so can a purse, and so 
can a railway carriage. Em, There was 
only one other person in my oompmU 
meni, 

compass (Anim-pas) n. An instrument 
which has a needle that always points 
to the north and so helps travellers to 
0nd their way on land or sea. Em, Ihe 
ship^s compass is tested (see test) before 
every voyage. Apsit of compasses ie an Compaw 

instrument used for drawing circles. 

compel (kom-pei) o. To force. Em. John compeUed his dog to 
give up the bidl. 

compete (kora>pecif) v. To compete with someone is to try to 
do better than he does, and to win the prize if there is one. 
Em, John and Mary competed for the first place in the race. 
The race was a competition to find the best runner, and John 
and Mary were among the competitors (com-pet-i-tors). 

competent (com>pe-tent) adj. Very much the same as capable. 

complain (kom-piopn) v. To find fault with, and say that some¬ 
thing is wrong. Em. John complained that his bed was too 
short, and Biary complained of toothache. They each made 
a complaint (n.). 

complete (kom-p2^) v. To finish. Em, Mary has cxmpleted the 
scarf she was knitting. It is now complete (adj.). There is 
a complete (full) set of tools in the workshop. 

complicated adj. Having many parts; not simple. Em. The 
works of a dock look very complicated. 

compli]|pent (kom-ple-ment) n. To pay a compliment is to say 
soniething pleasant and showing admiration. To do this is 
to com-ph-ment (u.) the person. Em, Tom was eompUmenUd 
on Ins high jumping. 

compose (kom-pozs) v. To make up. Em, The bouquet was 
composed of roses and sweet peas. Mary composed a song, 
and John composed a good essay. The Blaster said his 
eomposUion was good. To say that a person is composed 
means that he is quiet and calm. Em, She remained composed 
during the thunder and lightning. 

comprehend v. Understand. Em. Did you comprehend all the 
teacher said ? 

comrade (tom-rayd) n. A companion (see company) and good 
friend. 

conceal (kon-seei) v. To hide. Mm. Mary eonceakd her tears. 
The sailor lay eonceakd in a cave for several hours. 
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conceit (kon<Me<) n. A high opinion or admiration of oneself. 
To be conceited {adj,) is to think too much of oneself. 
Ex. You need not be conceited though you are good at games, 
conceive (kon-seez;) v. To understand. Ex. 1 cannot conceive 
why you went out and got so wet. To say that he conceived 
the idea of making a toy aeroplane means that he thought 
it would be a ^ood idea to do it. 

concentrate (con-sen-trate) v. To think hard about one special 
thing. Ex. 1 must concentrate on what the teacher is saying. 
Concentration (n.) is the act of doing this, 
concern (kon-sern) n. To feel concern is to worry or feel anxious. 
To concern (o.) is to be connected with. Ex. I am interested 
in everything that concerns flying, 
concert (fcon-sert)-n. A musical entertainment, 
concise (kon-sise) adj. Short and clear. Ex. The speech he 
made was concise. lie spoke concisely. 
conclude X^on-khod) v. (a) To end. Ex. We will conclude the 
concert, with the National Anthem. (5) To believe or have 
an opinion because of some information one has got. Ex. 
From what he says in his letter I conclude that he will not be 
at home. That is the conclusion (n.) 1 have come to. 
condemn (kon-dem) v. To condemn a person is to say that he 
is guilty. Ex. Do not condemn him till you know all the 
facts. A condemned building is not fit to use or live in. 
condition (kon^disA-on) n. (a) State. Ex. My bicycle is in very 
good condition. At school we work under pleasant conditions, 
in a sunny room, (b) A part of an agreement that must be 
fulfilled. Ex. 1 will let you have a bicycle on one condition: 
that you get off it when you come to a cross-roads, 
condole v. To express sorrow for one who is in trouble. Ex. 

You,must condole with Lucy on the death of her dog. 
conduct‘(i!eon-dukt) ^1) n. Way of behaving. Ex. 

She was praised for her good conduct. (2) v. 

(kon-duid). To lead or show the way. Ex. 

Father conducted us over the Zoo. One who 
conducts or guides is a conductor. 
cone n. The fruit of the fir tree (not eatable), 
confederate (kon-/ed-er-at) n. One who joins 
with someone else, often to do wrong. Ex. The 
Police think the burglar had a confederate who 
left the window open for him. 
confer (kon-/er) t>. (a) To give or bestow. Ex. 

You have conferred a great kindness on me. 

(fr) To 

of the match. They held a confereme (n.\. 
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pletely. I am confident he will keep his promise, 
confine v. To keep indoors or in a small space. Esc. The hens 





S ub oi \ \ 


1 feel conftiscd about them. 


confusion (kon-/eze-sjon) n. Disorder, untidiness, or shame. 



congratulations, 

congregate (ftong-gre-gate) v. To come or gather together. The 
pT«ople who gather together for a church service (see servieei 
are called a congregation, ^ 

conjure (kun-joor) v. To work magic, or what looks like magic. 


pigeons, rabbits and flags out of an empty 


connect 


truck to the engine. They will be connected. There will 




are connected or have a connection, we sometimes mean 


nneete 


conquer (kong-ker) t>.^=Tb 

The Normans conquered the Saxons in 1066. They were the 
conquerors and the battle was a conquest for them, 
conscience (7con-shence> n. Our conscience is a feehner insidiT 
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conscientious (kon-she-e 
larc 


Hiat you are a conscientious worker. ■ _ 

conscious (koR-shus) adj. Kn owing what is iK?ing on. Mss. F 
was conscious that someone was moving about upstairs. 
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comequenee (or in consequence) he ovei^ept. You misBed your 
bus, and the eons 







I loet my puppy it consoled me to play with Mary's kitten. 
That was a 



6tn Movember, lOOS wa s a cowsptracy 
of Parliament. Those who 



parts together. E». The builders eonsirueted the house in 



would feel contempt for a ^ 
would think him contempWfle, 
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content (kon-teni) adj. Pleased, satisfied. Ex, I am eonteni to 
be going home to-morrow. Tommy is a very eoniented child. 
For contents^ see contain. 

contest (kon-test) n. A struggle to decide which is better or 
stronger. Ex, There was a great contest between them for 
the prize. 

continent (fcon-tin-ent) n. The largest division of land that we 
can see on a map. Ex. Asia is the largest continent in the 
world. Sometimes we say ** the continent ** when we mean 
Europe. Ex. We should like to have a holiday on the 
continent sometime. 

continu e (kon-iin-yew) v. To go on without stopping. Ex. The 
noise continued during his speech. The noise was continuous. 
It happened contintudly. If there is a continuation of the 
noise I will send you all away. Have you read the conitnuo- 
tum of the story in the new magazine ? 
contradict o. To say the opposite. Ex. I said i^ was a nice 
story, but Tommy eontradieted me, and said it was not. 
contrary (kon-tra-re) adj. Opposite, against. A contrary opin¬ 
ion is an opposite opinion. A contrary wind is a wind that 
is blowing against someone. 

contrast (kon-trast) n. The difference between two things or 
people when they are compared. Ex. There is a great contrast 
between Mary and Jane, the one so fair and the other so dark, 
contrive (kon-fn’ve) v. To manage to do something that seemed 
difficult. Ex. The prisoner contrived to climb the wall, 
control (kon-froie) v. To guide or keep in order. Ex, You 
must eorUrol your temper, and you must control your dog. 
You must keep them under control (n.). 
convalescent (kon-val-ess-ent) adj. Getting better after being 
ill. Mary is being taken to Southend when she is cohvalesceni. 
She will spend her convalescence there, 
convenient (kon-ueen-e-ent) adj. Suitable, helpful, not causing 
trouble. Ex. Mother said it would be quite convenient for 
me to have Susan to tea on Sunday. We find the bus-stop 
near the house very convenient. It is a great convenience. 
convent (kon-vent) n. A building in which nuns live {see nun), 
convey (kon-nay) n. To carry or take somewhere. Ex. A bus 
conveyed us to the station. A bus is a conveyance and so is 
a taxi. (6) To make known. Ex. Aunt Mary's letter con¬ 
veyed the news that she had been ill for a month, 
convict (kon-vikt) (1) n. A convict is a man who has'been sent 
to prison for several years. (2) v. To prove guilty. Ex, The 
man was convicted (kon-cikfed) of stealing a bicycle, 
convince (kon-vt*nce) v. To make someone believe you. Em. 

David eonvine&i his mother that he really had tootiiache. 
copious (koA-pe-us) adj. Plentiful. Ex. There was a copious 
supply of ice-cream. 
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copy (A:op-pe) (I) ». A thin^ made in imitation of another. (2) v. 

To make a copy. Ex. He copied my answers, 
cordial (kor-de-al) adj. Warm and friendly. Ex. They gave us 
a cordial welcome. They welcomed us cordially. A cordial 
(n.) is a refreshing drink. 

cork n. A piece of the bark of the cork oak tree, cut so as to fit 
into the neck of a bottle. A corkscrew (cork-skroo) n. is a 
screw which is used for pulling corks out of bottles, 
coronation n. The crowning of a king or 
queen. Ex. The coronation of English 
kings and queens takes place in West¬ 
minster Abbey. 

coronet n. The small crown worn by 
princes and noblemen and their wives, 
corporation (kor-por-ay-shon) n. The group 
of people who manage the affairs of a 
town. ^x. Gas-works and buses are often 
owned and managed by a corporation. 
corpse (korps) n. A dead body, 
correspond v. (a) To agree. Ex. What you tell me corresponds 
with what I heard from your mother last week, (b) To write 
letters. Ex. My cousin and I correspond with each other 
regularly. We keep up a correspondence. 
corridor (feor-i-dor) n. A passage in a building, from which 
rooms open off. Ex. Our class-room is at the end of the 
corridor. 

cost (1) ». The price to be paid. Ex. The cost of tins book will 
be half a crown. (2) v. It will cost you half a crown. If it 
cost a great deal we should say it was costly. 
cosy (fco-7.e) adj. Comfortable and warm. Ex. Mother tucked 
Baby up in his nice cosy bed. 

cough (kof) (1) n. The noise we make in our tliroats when we 
have a cold. (2) v. To make such a noise. ** 

council (kou)n-sil) n. A group of men and women who look after 
the affairs of a city, or a school, or some other important group 
of people. They are called councillors, 
counsel (A;o«m'Sel) (1) n. Advice. Ex. My father always gives 
me good counsel. (2) v. He has always counselled me 
wisely. He is a wise counsellor. 

countenance (korcn-ten-ance) n. The appearance and expression 
of a person’s face. Ex. You can see what sort of woman 
she is from her kindly, honest countenance. 
counter n. The table in a shop at which customers are served 
(see custom), and money may be counted, 
countless adj. Too many to be counted. Ex, As countless as 
the grains of sand on the beach (see beach), 
county n. One of the parts into which a country is divided for pur¬ 
poses of government. Ex. The counties of Surrey and Essex. 



Coronet 



cou 


61 


CRE 


eouple {kup-\) n. Two that are alike. Ex. A couple of children, 
a couple of days. A married couple. 
courage (ftur-rage) n. The quality of being brave, and not 
allowing oneself to be afraid in time of danger. Ex. Tom 
showed great courage when he separated the fighting dogs. 
He was courageous (kur-rq/c-us). 

courteous (fewr-te-us) adj. Polite and well-mannered, showing 
respect to others. Ex. It was courteous of that man to give 
up his seat to my mother. He sliow'ed courtesy. 
covet (^'Mu-et) i). To long for a thing that belongs to someone 
else. Ex. Tommy covets my new bicycle, 
coward (/coze-ard) n. One who has no courage {see courage) and 
does not even try to conquer his fears. A coward runs 
away from any kind of danger instead of facing it. Ex. My 
little sister is a coward when she secs a 
mouse. She show's cowardice. 
coxswain {koks-n) n. (usually shortened to 
cox). The man who steers a boat, 
crane (1) n. A machine for lifting very heavy 
loads. Ex. The motor-cars were lifted 
from the dock and lowered into the ship 
by a very tall crane. (2) u. To crane 
one’s neck is to stretch it so as to be able 
to see something. ( rune 

crave V. To beg or wish for, to have a craving 

for. Ex. The traveller in the desert had a craving for water, 
craven {kray-ven) adj. Cowardly {see coward). Ex. He was a 
craven fellow who ran away instead of staying to answer the 
policeman’s questions. 

crazy (kray-ze) adj. Mad, silly. Ex. The crazy old woman used 
to talk and mutter to herself. 

create (ki^e-ate) v. To make a thing exist (or come to life) for 
the first time. Ex. The Bible says that God created the world. 
That was the Creation (kree>ay-shon). 
credible adj. When a thing is said to be credible, it can be 
believed. Ex. He told quite a credible story about his 
adventure. 

credit {kred-it) (1) n. An honour or something of which one may 
be proud. Ex. It is a great credit to him that he won the prize 
although he had been ill. It was very creditable. (2) v. To 
believe. Ex, We can credit his story because he is a truthful 
person. 

creditor n. A person to whom one owes money. 

Ex. He paid liis creditors all that he owed 
them. 

crescent (Arcs-ent) (1) adj. Shaped like a new 
moon. (2) n. An^^hing made in that shape, 
for instance a street, or a breakfast roll. Crescent roll 
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Bob. There are beautiful Crescenti (creieent-shaped streeti) in 
the city of Bath. 

crest ft. (a) The tuft (bunch) of feathers on the top of the head 
of some birds such as the lapwing. (6) The top of a mountain. 
(e) The foam on top of a wave. 

crew (kroo) n. The sailors who manage a ship or the men who 
manage an aeroplane. Ex, On that voyage the Bhip*8 ereiv 
were mostly Ind^ns. 

crime ft. An act that is against the law. To steal is a crime. 

and one who steals or commits any other crime is a criminal. 
crimson (Anifit-son) adj. Deep red in colour, as a crimson rose, 
cripple (krip-l) n. One who is lame, who has difficulty in 
walking because of trouble in a leg or foot, 
crisis (kry-sis) ft. The time of special danger, either in an illness 
or a.business, or the affairs of a nation. Ex, The doctor says 
that the crisis is over and Tommy will soon be well, 
criticise fkrif-is-siss) v. To give an opinion, or say what you 
think about something. Ex, The master criHeiced my home* 
work. He made a criticism of it. One who criticises is a critic. 
One who criticises too much is too erUical, because he finds 
many faults. To be crUicaUy ill means to be dangerously ill. 
crooked (krook-ed) adj. Bent or twisted; not straight. Ex, 
Tommy drew a crooked line with his pencil, 
crop (1) n. The grass, com, vegetables, etc., that are grown for 
food. Ex, The crop of barley was very good this year, but 
the hay crop was a failure. (2) v. To cut. as to crop the 
hair or crop the grass, 
croquet (kro-ke) n. 5cc mallet, 
cross-roads n. The point at whirth two roads 
cress. Ex, Get off your bicycle at the 
cross-roads. 

crowd n. A large number of people gathered 
together. Ex, There was a great eroted 
watering the match. 

crucifix (kroo-si'fiks) n. An image of Christ 
on the cross. Ex. The bishop held up a 
crucifix for the people to see. 
cruel (kfoo-el) adj. Very unkind, causing 
suffering to others. Ex, It was cruel of the 
man to kick his dog. That was cruelty, 
cruise (krooz) n. A voyage by aea. Ex. 

When Columbus sailed for America, his 
cruise was more important than he thought, 
crush 0 . To break or spoil by squeezing, as a dress or a flower 
may be crushed. To crush an enemy is to beat him completely, 
cub fi. The young of some animals. Bsk A lion cub. 
culprit ft. One who has done wrong. Ex, Hie flowers were 
broken down, but John was not the culprit—it was the eat. 
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cultivate v. To plough and prepare the land for growing cropf. 
Ex* The farmer is cultivating 100 acres this year. To say 
that a person is cultivated means that he is well educated 
and is interested in books and music, 
cunning adj. Clever in a sly or perhaps deceitful way (see deceive), 
cupboard (Aeup>board) n. Shelves enclosed by a door and used 
for storing food, clothes, etc. 

curb V. To control or check. Ex. You must curb your temper, 
curd n. The thick part of milk, when it has turned sour, 
cure (kewr) v* (o) To make well again. Ex. The medicine ct’red 
mother’s cough, (b) To preserve in salt, as is done with bacon, 
curious (keuv-TC'OUs) adj* (a) Strange. Ex. The key was of a 
very curious shape. (6) Eager to know something. Em. 
John was curious to know how the radio set worked. He 
showed curiosity about this. 

current (ku-rent) (1) adj. Still going on. Ex, l^y current 
favourite is at the local cinema this week. (2) n. The flow of 
water or air in one direction. The flow of electricity, 
curt adj. So short that it is almost rude. Ex. The old man gave 
a very curt answer to my question, 
curtain (kur-ten) n* A long piece of cloth or lace, often hung 
from the top of the window. Ex. At the end of each Act of a 
play in a theatre, the curtain comes down in front of the stage, 
curve n. A bend that has no sharp comers. Ex. The railway 
had to go round the mountain in a great curve. 
custom n. A habit of doing something regularly. Ex. It is an 
old custom to hang up mistletoe at Christmas time. A 
cusUmer is one who buys things from a shop. Ex. Our 
grocer knows nerirly all his cusUrmers by sight. 

Czar (zar) n. The old name for the Emperors of Russia, such 
as Czar Peter the Great. . 
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dab (1) n. A small, flat fish. (2) n. To touch gently and quickly 
with something soft, such as a paintbrush, or a handkerchief, 
dagger n. A very short sword having the blade sharp 
on both sides. 

daily {dayAe) adj. Happening every day. Ex. My 
daily walk; a daily newspaper, 
dainty (dayn-te) (1) n. Something specially nice to eat. 

Ex. We always think iced cake a great dainty. (2) 
adj. Attractive, neat. Ex. The little ^rl looked 
very dainty in her new party frock, 
dairy (doir-e) n. A place where milk is kept, or sold, 
or made into butter and cheese, 
damage (dom-aj) v. To hurt or spoil. Ex. He 

damaged his foot when he fell off his bicycle. Dogger 
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The frost has damaged the fruit blossom. It has done great 
damage (n.). 

dame n. A lady. Ex, An old dame was sitting at the cottage 
door. 

damp adj. Slightly wet. Ex. My coat was still damp this 
morning. The air feels damp after rain, 
dare v. To be brave enough to do something. Ex. I don’t know 
how Tom dared to separate the fighting dogs, 
daring (dair-ing) n. db adj. Brave or bravery. Ex. He showed 
great daring. 

darn v. To mend a hole in cloth or stockings. A dam (n.) is 
the place when it is mended. Ex. This dam is very neat, and 
will not show much. 

date n. The day or the year when a thing happened. Ex, The 
date of the Norman Conquest was 1066. 
dawdle v. To do anything very slowly and without interest. 

Ex. Don’t dawdle over your homework, 
dawn n. /The beginning of daylight, when the sun rises. Ex. 

We got up at daxvn to prepare for our long journey, 
dazed adj. Unable to think clearly, owing to a blow, or a shock, 
or a great sorrow. Ex. John seemed dazed after the accident, 
and could not answer questions. 

dazzle v. To make almost blind for a short time. Ex. The head¬ 
lights of the car dazzled us. They were dazzling. 
debate n. An argument on some subject of interest, usually 
taking place in public. Ex. Our school has a debating society. 
We ^ated whether cricket or football was the better game, 
debt (det) n. Something, usually money, that one person owes to 
another. But one can also owe a debt of gratitude, which 
means that one has received a kindness and is grateful, 
decay (jie-kay) v. To become rotten and waste away. Ex. An 
apple can decay^ so can a tooth. 

deceive (de-secc) v. To make someone believe what if. not true. 
Ex. The beggar deceived us by pretending he was blind. That 
was deceitful. It showed deceit. 

December (de-sem-ber) n. The last month of the year, 
decent (ctee-sent) adj. Suitable, good enough, respectable. Ex. 
The shepherd’s coat was much worn, but was still decent. 
He himself was a decent Idndly old fellow, 
decide {de-side) v. To make up one’s mind. Ex. We decided to 
look for a larger house. We came to that decision (de-sur;-on) 
in.). 

decline v. (a) To refuse. Ex. The old man declined our offer of 
a lift, saying be w'ould rather walk. (6) To go downwards or 
become worse. Ex, My father's health has declined during 
this past year. 

decorate (dek-or-ate) v. To make more beautiful by adding 
something. W^hat you add is a decoration. You can decorate 
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a room by giving it a new wall-paper or by hanging up holly 
in it. The Queen decorates a solder for bravery by giving him 
a medal. This is his decoration. 

decrease (dee-fereece) v. To become less. Ex. On high mountains, 
the snow does not decrease till midsummer. There will then 
be a decrease (n.) in the amount of snow. The numbers in 
our Club have decreased. 

decree {Ae-kree) n. An order made by those who are in power. 
Ex. We have to obey the decrees made by the government. 
When the government decrees a thing, it has to be done 
deed n. Something that bas been done. An act. Ex, It was a 
brave deed. 

deep Going or reaching far down. Ex. The river near our 
home is deep. Its depth is 20 feet, 
defeat v. To overcome or win a victory over someone, either in 
war or in a game. Ex. The Scots defeated the English at the 
Bottle of Bannockburn. Our football team has" not been 
defeated yet. We have not had one d^eat (n.) ye% 
defect n. A fault. Something that is not as it should be. Ex. 
The bicycle has one defect. Its front tyre is worn out. 
Johnny's quick temper is a defect that I hope he will overcome. 
Defective means having a defect. 

defend (de-/end) v. To protect or keep safe, sometimes by fighting 
as when an army defends a city. Ex, Tom defended Ids dog 
when it was attacked by a bigger one. When someone defends 
well, we say he puts up a good defence. 
defer (de-fer) v. To put off till a later time. Ex. He said he 
could defer his visit till Tuesday, 
defiance (de-/t/-ans) n. See defy. 

definite (de/-in-it) adj. Clear and without doubt. Ex. The 
doctor is quite definite about Tommy having caught measles. 
It is definitely measles. 

defornn^ adj. Having a wrong shape, usually because of an 
injui^. A tree can be deformed, a cripple is sometimes de¬ 
formed. Ex. The blackbird’s wing was so deformed that it 
could not fly properly. 

defy (de-/t/) t>. To disobey on purpose. Ex. John defied the 
school’s rule by walking on the grass, and was punished for it. 
It was an act of defiance that could not be allowed. ** 1 
defy you to do this ’* means “ I dare you, or challenge you, 
to do it.” 

delay ». I'o defer {see defer) or to keep back, and make late. 
Ex. The ship’s arrival was delayed by fog. This caused 
delay (n,). 

deliberately (de fift-er-ate-ly) adv. On purpose, not by accident. 
Ex, The man deliberately risked his life to save the child 
as he could not swim well. It was a deliberate act of 
bravery. 
w.s.D.—c 
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delicate (de^i-kate) Not strong. Ex, She has been delicate 
ever since she hsd measles. Her delieoey (n.) has been a worry 
to her parents. Specially nice food is ah» called a deUettey, 
delldoua (de-lisA-us) ad^. Very nice to eat» tasting very good. 

Em. Nancy's birthday cake was delidoua. 
deliver (de-lin-er) e. (a) li'o set free. Em. Daniel was delivered 
from the lions* den. That was a deliverance. (0) To hand 
over. Em. The postman delivere letters twice a day. There 
are two deliveriee of letters. 

deluge (del-yewj) n. A flood of water. Em. The rain came down 
in a deluge. It deluged {v.) the fields of corn, 
demand v. To ask for something very firmly. Ex. The police* 
man demanded that the savage dog be kept tied up. 
demented adj. Crazy, insane. Em, He seemed demented with 
grief when his dog died. 

demolish (de-moMsh) v. To pull down or destroy. Em. The 
house was danolished by fire. 

denote v, ']iO show, sometimes by a sign. Em. The flag at the 
mast denoted that the ship would sail that day. 
dense adj. Thick or tightly packed together. Em. A dense fog, 
Jungle, or crowd. Mlien you say a person is dense you mean 
that he is stupid. 

dentist n. One trained to attend to the teeth, and take them out 
if necessary. He is a denUd surgeon, 
deny (de-ny) n. (a) To say that a statement is not true. Em. The 
boy denied that he had broken the window. (6) To refuse, 
Em. His mother never denied him anything. When you deny 
something, you make a denial (de*ny-al) n. 
depart n. To go away, to leave. Ex. The train departs at six 
o'clock. T^t is the hour of its departure (n.). 
department n. A separate part. A draper's shop may sell 
gloves in one department and ribbon in another, 
depend v. To trust. Ex. You can always depend on your mother 
. to help you in any difficulty. When you say that iv depends 
on the weather whether you can have a picnic or not, you 
mean that the state of the weather will decide whether you 
can have it or not. When you depend on someone you are 
dependent on him. 

depict (de-ptkf) v. To show in a picture or to describe in words. 
Em. The painting depicted a beautiful cat. In this book the 
S^entures of a very brave boy are depicted. 

V. To show sorrow or regret. Ex. The boatman deplored 
fbat the sea was too rough for a sail. A thing that is deplorable 
{adj.) is a thing that causes sorrow or regret. Em. It was 
deplorable that no one was able to save the man from drowning, 
depressed adj. Unhappy and in low spirits. Ex. Mrs. Brown 
always feels depressed when her son is away at sea. She suffers 
from depression. 
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deprive V. To take away from, or keep one from having. 

The had weather deprived us of the picnic we hoped to have, 
depth n. See dup. 

descend (de-send) o. To move downward. Ex. John deteended 
by the stair as the lift was not working. He made the deeeetU 
by the staircase. 

describe e. To explain the appearance of a person or thing in 
words. Ex. The newspapers described the Boat Race, l^ey 
gave a full description of it. 

desert (de*ser<) o. To leave a person or place when it was one’s 
duty to stay. Ex. A parent might dMeri a child, or a soldier 
might desert from the army. This would be desertion. 
desert (<^-ert) n. A large area of bare land, often sandy, in which 
nothing grows. Ex. The Sahara is a very large desert in Africa, 
deserve (de'Sero) v. To earn or be worthy of. Ex. David 
deserved a prize, for he had worked hard, 
design (de-rine) (1) n. A plan, or aim, or a sketch of'how a thing 
is to be done. Ex. Nancy made a beautiful design for a 
cushion. (2) v. To make such a plan or sketch. Ex. He 
was asked to design a small house. Lucy designed her new 
dress. 

desfre (de-zffre) (1) n. A longing for something. Ex. Tom had a 
eat desire for a bicycle. (2) v. To long for something. 
Ex. He has desired a bicycle for a long time. The word is 
sometimes used almost as a command. Ex. The Queen desired 
her minister to come to her at two o’clock, 
desi^te (dess-o-late) odj. Lonely, dismal, gloomy, with no life 
'**^Dout it. Ex. The sea coast was wild and desolate. A person 
is desolate when he is lonely and unhappy. Desolation means 
the state of being desolate. 

despair (1) n. When one has no hope one is in despair. Ex. 
Susa^ was in despair when she found the last train had gone. 
(2) V. To have no hope. Ex. Do not despair ; you still have 
a chance of a prize. 

desperate (des>per<ate) adj. Having no hope, and not caring what 
happens. Ex. The explorers could find no water, and were 
beginning to feel desperate. They were almost in desperation. 
despise v. To look down on. Ex. We despise anyone who cheats 
or tells lies. 

despondent adj. Unhappy, hopeless, depressed. Ex. John is 
very despondent about the result of his examination, 
despot (dess-pot) n. One who rules as he likes, without thinking 
of the happiness of his people. A tyrant. Ex. The Roman 
Ner6 was a famous despot. 

destination n. The place to which one travels or sends some¬ 
thing. Ex. Canada was the ship’s destination. 
destitute adj. Having no money. A destitute man is one who 
is very poor indeed and needs help. 
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destroy v. To ruin or put an end to; sometimes to kill. Ex. 
Caterpillars sometimes destroy all the leaves on a tree. You 
can destroy a piece of paper, and an army can be destroyed in 
battle. Vi^en a storm destroys crops, it causes destruction. 
It is a destructive storm. 

detain v. To hold or keep back, sometimes to make late. Ex. 
You might be detained at school to do a punishment exercise. 
Or a train might be detained by fog. 
detect V. To notice or to find out. Ex. The teacher detected two 
mistakes in my exercise. The plumber soon detected what 
was wrong with the gas-pipe. A detective (n.) is a police officer 
trained to detect crime. His work is detection. 
deter (de-fer) v. To stop or prevent. Ex. Barbed wire deterred 
James from entering the field. 

determine v. To make up one’s mind. Ex. He determined that 
he would play better next time. He was determined to play 
better./ That was his determination. 
detest n. Tohateor dislike very much. Bas. Most people de/esf war. 
devastate (deu-as-tate) v. To lay waste, and make bare and use¬ 
less. A storm can devastate a district by destroying crops, etc. 
develop (de-re/-op) v. (a) To grow. Ex. He has developed into a 
very clever young man. The buds quickly developed when 
the warm weather began, (b) A photograph is said toTie 
developed when it has been made visible on a plate or film. 
Development means growth. 

devise u. To plan or invent. Ex. The prisoners devised a way of 
escaping. 

devote v. To give up one’s time, attention, care. etc. to some 
person or thing. Ex. The nurse devoted herself to the care 
of the sick chilQ^r Wlien we say that a mother is devoted to 
her child, or a boy is devoted to his dog, it means full of affec ¬ 
tion, or devotion. it 

devour (de-nottr) v. To eat greedily or as an animal does, 
dexterous adj. Clever with the hands. Ex. I’oin is dexterous 
in the use of tools. He shows great dexterity. 
diagram (df/-a-gram) n. A drawing made to 
illustrate or explain something. Ex. 'I'he 
mistress drew a diagram of an aeroplane 
upon the blackboard. 

dial (dy-al) n. The face of a clock is a dial, 
gas-meters have dials to show the amount 
of gas used, and some telephones have 
dials by which one can ring for the num¬ 
ber one wants. Ex. The dial of Big Ben 
can be seen from a great distance, 
dialect (dt/-a-lekt) n. A way of speaking or using words that is 
found in one particular district, such as a Scottish dialect, 
a Yorkshire dialect. 
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dialogue (d^-a-log) n. Conversatic'i. Ex. The dialogue in ttie 
play was very amusing. 

diamond n. The hardest and most valuable of the precious 
stones. A diamond sparkles like cut glass, 
diary (dy-a-re) n. An account of what has happened each day, 
or a book having a blank space for each day. Ex. The famous 
diary of Pepys describes the Great Fire of London very clearly, 
dictate V. To tell someone what to do or say or write. Ex, The 
teacher dictated a poem, and we had to write it down. That 
was dictation. A dictator is one who rules as he likes, without 
considering the wishes of his peo])Ie. 
diet {dy-et) n. Food, especially as ordered by a doctor or someone 
in authority, for instance in a prison. Ex. Prisoners are given 
a good but plain diet. 

differ V. To be unlike in appearance or in character or it\ thought 
or in any other way. To differ is to be different (dif-er-ent). 
Ex. Oranges and grapefruits look much alike, but t^eir tastes 
arc quite different. There is a difference between them, 
difficult adj. Opposite of easy {see ease). 

diffident adj. Shy, and not having a high opinion of oneself. 

Ex. I asked Mary to sing, but she was diffident about doing it. 
digest {dy-jest) v. When we have eaten food and it has bi^n 
- changed into nourishment (see nourish) for our bodies, we 
have digested it. That is digestion. Ex. The ostrich can 
digest almost anything, even nails. What can be digested is 
digestible. 

dignity n. A calm and noble way of behaving which causes 
respect. Ex. The Queen received her guests wita great dignity. 
She is always dignified. 

dilapidated (de-top-e-date-ed) adj. In a state of decay,,failing 
to pieces. A house can be dilapidated and so cun an old luit. 
dilemma fde-iem-a) n. A difficult fjosition, a fix. When one 
does n*^t know which of two things one ought to do, one is in 
a dilemma. Ex. The sailors were in a dilemma as to whether 
they should stay in the damaged ship or take to the boats 
on the stormy sea. 

diligent adj. Hard-working. Your school report might say that 
although you are not brilliant you are diligent. You show 
diligence. 

dilute (dy-lewt) v. To make weaker by adding water, as to a 
medicine, or .colours. 

dim adj. Not clear or bright. Ex. 1 could scarcely read by the 
dim light of the candle. 

dimension (dy-men-shon) n. Measurement. Ex, A sheet of 
paper has two eHmensionSf —length and breadth, A book has 
also a third dimension, thickness. 

diminish (de-min-ish) v. To become or make smaller. Ex, Ice¬ 
bergs ^minish as they float into warmer seas. 
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din (1) n. Noise. Ex. Tommy made a great din with his drum. 
(2) 0 . To keep on saying. Ex. My father dinned it into me 
that I must work hard at school, 
dine o. To eat one's dinner^ which is the 
chief meal of the day. One often eats 
in the dining-room. 

dinghy (dftig-ge) n. A smaU rowing boat 
such as is kept on large ships. Aero- 
planes carry rubber dinghies for their Dinghy 

crews, in case of being wrecked over 
the sea. 

dingy (din-je) adj. Dull, shabby, not bright. Ex. The windows 
were dirty, and the whole house looked dingy. 
dire adj. Dreadful. Ex. After three days in an open boat, the 
men were in dire need of food and drink, 
direct (dy-rekt) (1) Straight. The most direct road is the 
shortest and straightest. A direct statement is a frank and 
clear one. (2) v. One directa a person to the place he wants 
to go to by telling him the best way to go. One can travel 
in a northerly direction^ or one can walk in the direction of the 
river, etc. To give directions is to give instructions (or orders 
or advice) as to what to do. 

dis is a prefix which changes the meaning of a word and often 
makes it the opposite of what it was. Ex. Dis^agree. Dis¬ 
approve. 

disable (dis-oy-bl) v. To injure or make unable to do things. 
Ex. She was disabled by rheumatism. A swan can disable a 
man by striking him with its wing. This causes disdbUmeni. 
disadvantage n. Something that makes one less fortunate than 
someone else. Ex. It was a great disadvantage to Susan in 
the examination that she had hurt her right hand, 
disagree v. To have different opinions, or to quarrel^ Ex. John 
and James always disagreed about who shoidd go to bed first. 
They are often in disagreement. 

disagreeable adj. Not pleasant. Ex. A disagreeable person or a 
disagreeable day. 

disappear v. To go out of sight. Ex. 'llie thief had disappeared 
before the police arrived. 

disappoint v. To be disappointed is to be sorry because something 
has not happened as we hoped. Ex. Tommy was disappoint^ 
not to be chosen for the team. It was a disappointment to him. 
disapprove v. To disapprove of something is to think it not 
right. Ex. The doctor disapproved of his patient going out 
on such a cold day. He expressed disapproval of it. 
disarrange (diss-a-rayn^*) v. When we say things have been dis¬ 
arranged, we mean that they have been put in wrong places. 
Ex. You might find that your toys or your books Imd been 
disarranged by someone. 
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disaster (dis-oAs-ter) ti. Something vety sad or terrible such as 
a shipwreck or a railway accident, 
disc n. A round flat surface, such as a gramophone record, 
discern (d 28 >erfi) n. To see, usually at a distance. Ex. Thorough 
the telescope we could diteerfi i&e entrance to the harbour, 
discharge v. To set free from any duty or employment. Ex. 

When the-war was over, soldiers were diMharged. 
disciple (dts-y*pl) h. A follower or student, especially the 
followers of Christ in His lifetime, 
discipline (cfi8-ip>lin) n. Training in behaviour. Ex. The 
discipline in the Royal Navy is very good for young men. 
disclose V. To tell or make known. Ex. The old lady would not 
disclose to anyone how she made her cherry jam. 
discomfort (dis-kinn-fort) n. The state of being uncomfortable 
or in pain. Em. The travellers suffered great discontfort from 
the cold. 

disconnect (dis*kon*eAf) n. To separate or unfasten. Ex, The 
guard*s van was disconnected from the train. , 

discontented adj. Not pleased or satisfied. Ex. Mary seemed 
diwontenUd idth the present I gave her at Christmas, 
discord (dts-kord) n. (a) Disagreement, unfriendUness. Ex, It 
is a pity when there is discord among brothers and sisters. 
(A) Notes in music (on a piano or other instrument) which 
sound unpleasant when played together. Ex. The last piece 
Mary played at the concert had a great many discords 
in it. 

discourage (dis>cur-age) v. When we say that a person is dis¬ 
couraged we mean that he is made less hopeful. Ex. Do not 
be discouraged because you are the youngest in the class. If 
you work well you may come out top. If John wants to learn 
to swim, do not discourage him. 

discourse (dts-cors) (1) n* A long talk or speech. (2) v. To 
make a speech almut something. Ex, He discourse (or gave 
a diaatufse) on the meaning of Christmas, 
discourteous (dis-kur-te-us) Not courteous. Discourtesu 
the opposite of courtesy. 

discover v. To find out. Ex. Columbus discovered America. It 
was a great dis&rvery. 

discreet Sensible, wise, and careful not to say anything 
that would hurt anyone else. Ex. It was discreti of Mary 
not to repeat what she had beard, 
discuss V. To talk or argue about. Ex. The boys discussed the 
chances of their team in the coming match. They had a 
discussion about it. 

disdain o. To look down on. Ex. Polly thought the other girls 
ddMained ba- because she was not so w^ dressed. I^ey 
seemed disdainfvA. 

disease a. An illness. Smallpox is a disease. 
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disfigure (dis-^^-cr) v. To spoil the appearance of. Ex. The man 
was disfigured by an ugly scar on his cheek, 
disgrace n. To be in disgrace is to be thought badly of. Ex. 
Tommy was a disgrace because he had spilt ink on the table¬ 
cloth. He knew it was disgraceful. 
disguise (dis-gj/ 2 «) v. To change the appearance. Ex, Father 
was disguised as Santa Claus, but we saw through the 
disguise (n.). 

dishearten (dis-harl-en) v. To discourage, to make hopeless. 
Ex. Henry was disheartened when he failed in his examination 
for the second time. It was very disheartening. 
dishonest (dis-on-est) adj. Not honest, deceitful. Ex. It was 
dishonest of the boy to pretend that the penknife was his own. 
dishonourable (dis-on-er-abl) adj. The opposite of honourable, 
disinclined adj. Not inclined to do something. Ex, Dis¬ 
inclined to sleep. 

disinfect v. To make free from infection (see infect). Ex. Mother 
disinfected our bedroom after we had had measles. She used 
a disinfectant (n.) which she bought from the chemist, 
dislike V, The opposite of to like. The word is also used as a 
noun. Ex. Slie dislikes rice pudding. She has always had 
a dislike (n.) for it. 
disloyal adj. The opposite of loyal. 

dismal (diz-mal) adj. Gloomy or miserable. A person can be 
dismal, or a place can look dismal, 
dismay (dis-may) n. Fear, dread. Ex. He felt dismay when 
he found he had so far to walk in the dark. He was dismayed. 
dismiss V. To send away. Ex. The messenger boy was dis¬ 
missed from his job because he was so lazy. He deser\’ed his 
dismissal. 

dismo.unt v. To get down. One can dismount from a horse or 
from a bicycle. 

disobey v. To refuse to obey, or to do the opposite |>f what one 
is told to do. To disobey an order is disobedience. A dis¬ 
obedient child sometimes has to be punished, 
disobliging. The opposite of obliging. 

disorder n. Untidiness, confusion. Ex. I found the toy- 
cupboard in great disorder. It was disorderly. Disorder is 
sometimes used in the sense of a slight illness, 
dispatch V, I'o send off. Ex. Letters and parcels are dispatched 
to their addresses by the Post Ollioc. 
dispel (d\8-pel) V. I’o drive away or get rid of. Ex. The sun soon 
dispelled the morning mists. 

disperse r. To scatter. Ex, The rla>s dispersed as soon as the 
bell raitg. 

dispirited adj. Deprt'ssed, discouraged, sad. 
displaced adj. l*ut out of the usual j)laec. Ex. Some of the 
slides on our roof were displaced !»;, tlie high wind. 
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display t>. <6 n. To show, or a show. Ex, Have you ever seen a 
peacock display (v.) its beautiful tail ? There was a fine 
display (n.) of fireworks on 5th November, 
displease v. To annoy or offend. Ex. The headmaster was 
displeased with James’s work. He showed iHspleasure. 
dispose V, To get rid of. Ex. Father disposed of his old bicycle 
before buying a new one. To be disposed means to be inclined. 
Ex. He was not disposed to agree to my plan, 
disposition n. Nature or character. Ex. She has a very frank 
and friendly dispositit 

dispute n. An argument or quarrel. Ex. The cricket club had 
a dispute as to who should be the next captain. They dis¬ 
puted (v.) the question. 

disregard v. To pay no attention to, or take no notice of. Ex. 
The people disregarded the notice telling them to keep off the 
grass. 

disreputable (dis-rep-yoot-abl) adj. Not having a good reputa¬ 
tion, or appearance. Ex. The old man’s clothes wdi'e so dirty 
and torn that he looked quite disreputable. 
disrespect n. l^ck of respect, rudeness. Ex. He treated the 
master with disrespect. He behaved disrespectfully. 
dissatisfied adj. Not satisfied. Ex, The French mistress was 
dissatisfied with my exercise. She showed dissatisfcuAion. 
dissolve v. To melt. Ex. Salt is easily dissolved in water, 
dissuade (dis-wode) v. To persuade (see persuade) someone not 
to do a thing. I warded to go swimming, but Mary dissuaded 
me. 

distance n. The space between two things. Ex. The distance 
between the two villages is five miles. They are five miles 
distant (adv.) from each other. Distant can also mean far away. 
Ex. The distant (adj.) mountains were topped with snow, 
distaste n. Dislike. Ex. He has always had a distaste for onions. 
He fillips them distasteful. 

distemper n. (a) A disease which commonly affects dogs, (h) 
A kind of paint u.^ed for colouring walls of rooms, 
distinct adj. Clear, easily heard or seen. Ex, The woodpecker 
makes a distinct tapping noise. The hills are very distinct 
to-day. You can see them distinctly. We heard the wood¬ 
pecker distinctly. 

distinction n. (a) The state of being distinguished or famous. 
An honour. Ex. It was a great distinction for him to be 
chosen as leader, (b) Difference. Ex. The farmer pointed out 
the distinction between barley and wheat, 
distinguish (dls-fing-gwish) v. (a) To be able to tell the difference 
between one thing and another. Ex. Blind people learn to 
distinguish things by touching them, (b) To become well- 
known or famous. Ex, He distinguished himself a an artist. 
He became a distinguished (adj.) artist. 
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distract s. To distract the attention is to take it away from 
what one was doing. Ex. The pudding was burned because 
Baby dMtraeUd mother's attention when she was cooking. 
Father finds bowls a pleasant distretetion now that he cannot 
go for long walks. 

distress n. Worry or suffering. The bad news caused us 
great distreu. It digressed us. It was distressing. 
distribute (dis-ffi&*yoot) v. To divide out. Ex. The sweets were 
distributed equally among the children. It was a fair 
distribution (db-trib-ys«o-shon). 

district (diS'triH) n. An area of land. Ex. This is a pleasant 
district to live in. The Lake District is mountainous, 
distrust V. df n. The opposite of trust. 

disturb V. To trouble or interrupt. Ex. Do not disturb father 
when he is reading his paper. He does not like any dis- 
turbbnce. 

ditch n. long narrow space dug out of the earth to carry water 
away, often found at the side of a road, 
ditto n., sbmetimes shortened to do.** or two dots, and meaning 
** the same as before,** or ** the same as above.** 
ditty n. A little song. 

dive V. To go into deep water head first. Ex. Tommy can dive 
now. He has had some dicing lessons, 
diverse (dy*ver8) udj. Different. Ex. The crowd scattered in 
diverse directions. 

diversion n. Something which diverts the attention pleasantly. 

Ex. Some people play dominoes as a diversion. 
divert (de-veri) v. To turn in a different direction. Ex. The 
traffic was diverted because of the procession, 
divide V. (a) To split up into parts. Ex. We divided the apple 
between us. (6) To separate. Ex. The Cheviot Hills dMde 
Scotland firom England. They form a dividing line. They 
mark the division between the two countries. A uivision can 
also be one of the parts that have been separated. Ex. My 
toy cupboard has one division for trains, and one for soldiers, 
divine adj. Belonging to or coming from God. 
divulge (de~vulj) v. To tell something that had been kept secret. 

Ex. Mary would not divulge what she had been told, 
dizzy adj. Giddy, feeling that ever 3 rthing is turning round. Ex. 
It made Mary quite difay to look down from the top of the 
church tower. 

docile (dbk-sile) adj. Obedient and easy to manage. Ex, The old 
bull was quite docUe with the farmer, 
dock (1) n. (a) An enclosed place where ships are loaded and un¬ 
loaded and repaired. (6) An enclosed place in a law court 
where the prisoner stands, (e) A common weed. (2) v. (a) 
To take a ship into dock, (b) To cut short or malm smaller. 
A horse's tail can be docked, and so can a man's wages. 
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document n. A paper containing important information. Eas, 
The lawyer brought a document for my father to sign, 
dodge (1) r». A trick to deceive someone. Esc. He pretended to 
be in, but it was only a dodge to get out of doing his work. 
(2) 0 . To get out of the way of something. Eat, He saw the 
snowball coming and dodged it. 

doff u. To take off. Ex. He always dojffed his hat to a 
lady. 

dogged (dog-ed) adj. Determined (see determine) to keep on 
tr 3 nng. Ex, In spite of Jack’s dogged effortS) he was beaten 
in the race. 

dole (1) n. A small amount dealt out. (2) c. To hand out a 
smaU amount. Ex, The old woman doled out a small spoonful 
of sugar to her friend. 

doleful adj. Sad, miserable. Ex. What has happened to make 
you look so doleful ? 

dollar n. An American coin. An American 
counts his money in dollars, 
dome n. A rounded roof such as the dome 
of St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
domestic adj. Connected with the house or 
home, as domestic work, a domestic 
animal (cat, dog, etc.). A domestic (n.) 
is a servant who does domestic work. A 
domesticated person is one who is accus* 
tomed to doing domestic work, 
domineer v. To rule over and act in a 
masterful way, without considering the 
feelings of others. Ex. Her domineering 
manner made people dislike her. 
donation n. A gift, usually of money. Ex. We gave a donation 
to the churcl^ 

doom V. When we say a man is doomed to die, we mean'he has 
no chance of escaping death. Death is his doom (fi.). We 
say a ^p is doomed when we know it has no chance of getting 
safely into harbour. 

dormant adj. Sleeping, not active. Ex, In winter, the buds on 
trees are dormanit waiting for the spring, 
dormitory (dbr-mi>tor-e) n. A room, usually large, in which 
. there are beds for several people, as in a boarding-school. 

‘ Ex, Ughts out in the dormitoty at nine o’clook. 
dormouse n, A sno^'amraid, .related to tho squirrdi and the 
moufe, which sleeps aU' winter. 

dose (dom) (1)3 The quantity of medidne to be taken at one 
tim^"' ^*Swdose Is a teaspoonful, three-times a day. (2) v. 
Ex, I was dosed with aspirin while I had a cold, 
dote V, To love so much as to see no faults. Ex. He dotes on his 
grandchild. 
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double (<fufr'bl) (1) adj. Twice as much. Ex. I shall need a 
double supply of wool. (2) v. Ex. Father is going to double 
my weekly pocket-money. (8) n. A person exactly like 
another. Ex. The twins were exact doubles of each other, 
doubt (dowt) (1) o. To be uncertain, to be inclined not to believe. 
Ex. I doubt whether he will make a good captain of the team. 
1 doubt her story, for she is sometimes untruthful. (2) n. 
The state one is in when one doubts. To be in doubt is the 
opposite of being certain. It is being doubtful. Ex. She was 
doubtful whether she could carry such a heavy load, 
dough (doh) n. Flour moistened and ready for baking. Ex. 
The baker was preparing the dough for the bread to go into the 
oven. 

downcast adj. Sad. Ex. Mary looked very downcast when 1 
said I could not take her with me. 
downfall n. Ruin, loss of a position. Ex. The dozonfall of 
King Charles I happened because he offended his Parliaments, 
downpour (dozen-pore) n. Heavy fall of rain, 
downright adj. (a) Frank and simple. Ex. I like his downright 
manner. (6) Complete. Ex. He is a downrigfd nuisance, 
doze V. To sleep lightly, not soundly. Ex. Baby dozed for a few 
minutes, but V’^as soon awake again, 
dozen (duz-en) n. IVelve of any article. 

drab adj. Dull and dreary. Ex. It was a draft-looking street of 
poor houses. 

draft (1) n. A rough copy. Ex. A draft of the letter was made 
before it was t 3 rpewritten. (2) v. To draft a letter, 
drag V. (a) To pull along with difficulty. Ex. The mother 
dragged her child out of the way of the horse's feet, 
drain (1) n. A pipe to carry away water and waste matter. AU 
town houses are supplied with drains. (2) v. To drain a piece 
of land is to supply it with drains. To drain a glass of lemon¬ 
ade is to drink it all till the glass is empty, 
drake n. The male of the duck. Ex. The drake usuall^;^ has more 
brightly coloured feathers than the duck, 
drama (dr^-ma) n. A play for acting in the theatre. A very 
exciting or dramatic story. One who writes a play is a 
dramatist. Shakespeare was a great dramatist, 
draper (droy-per) n. A shopkeeper who sells cloth, sheets and 
curtains. What he sells is caUed drapery. 
draught (drahft) n. (a) A current of air. Ex, Do you feel a 
draught from this window? This house is draughty, (ft) A 
long drink. Ex. The thirsty horse enjoyed a coo! draught 
from the stream. Draughts is a game for two people, played 
on a board with twelve pieces for each person, 
draw V. (a) To pull. Ex, It took four hours to draw the load 
of timber (see timber). (6) To sketch with a pen or pencil, 
(c) To finii^ a game with both sides equal. 
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drawbridge n. A bridge (usually at the gateway of an old 
castle) with a hinge at one end so tliat it can be pulled up to 
prevent people entering. This was 
usually done at night to keep enemies 
out. 

drawer (draw-er) n. A box without a lid, 
which slides into and out of a piece of 
furniture made for the purpose, 
dread (dred) (1) n. Fear or terror. To 
be filled with dread is to be very 
frightened. (2) v. To dread is to be 
afraid of. JSx. A child that has been 
burned dreads a lire. A thing that is 
dreaded is dreadful. 

dream n. The thoughts, sometitnes like 

a kind of story, that pass through our Drawbridge 

minds while we are asleep. To clrean) 

is to have a dream. Eijo. I dreamt I was playing by the 
seaside. 

dreary adj. Dull, gloomy, lonely. Ex. The long road across the 
moor was very dreary. 

drench v. To make thoroughly wet. Ex. lie was drenched by 
the rain before he could reach the house, 
drift (1) ft. (flt) Something heaped up by the wind. Ex. The car 
could not get through the deep snow and at last stuck in a 
drift. (6) The meaning. Ex. I could not follow the drift of 
his speech. (2) v. To be carried along by the wind or the 
tide. Ex. Wlien the oars were lost, the boat drifted towards 
the rocks. 

drill (l)n, (a) Physical (sec phy.sical) exercises, ^ar. We watched 

the boys doing their drill, (b) A pointed instrument for bor¬ 
ing holes. (2) V. To bore a hole with this. Ex. The dentist 
drilled my tooth. 

drink (!);)». Liquid for drinking. Ex. He asked for a drink of 
water. He drank a cupful. (2) v. To swallow liquid, 
drive (1) n. A journey in a car or coach. A path up to a house 
wide enough for a car to drive up. (2) v. To cause to move, 
as when you drive a car, or drive away a troublesome dog. 
drizzle v. A light rain. Ex. The match was 
played in spite of the drizzle. 
droli (drole) adj. Odd, amusing. You can 
speak of a droll person, or a droll story, 
dromedary (drom-e-da-re) n A kind of 
camel. 

drone n. (a) The male of the honey-bee. As 
the drones do none of the work in a bee¬ 
hive, the word has come to mean also a 
lazy person who does not like working. Dromeduy 
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droop V. To bend forward from weakness or want of nourish¬ 
ment. A plant does this if you do not water it. And a 
person may droop when very tired, 
drought (drowt) n. A long spell of very dry weather. Eas. The 
crops were spoiled by the drought, 
drove n. A number of cattle l^ing driven along. The man 
who drives them is a cattle drover. 
drown v. To die by being kept under water so that it is not 
possible to breathe. 

drowsy ad^. Sleepy. Ex. Susan felt drmvsy and went to bed 
early. 

drudge n. One who is forced to go on doing hard and heavy 
work which he does not enjoy. This is drudgery. 
drug (1) n. A medicine. Ex. Quinine is a valuable drug much 
used in hot countries. One who sells drugs in a shop is a 
druggist. (2) v. To be given a drug to swallow is to be 
drugg^, 

drunk adj. Having drunk too much wine or whisky, etc. 
dubious (dew-be-ous) adj. Doubtful. Ex. We were very dubious 
about the truth of his story. 

duck (1) n. The well-known water-fowl often kept in farmyards. 
(2) V. To bend quickly so as to avoid a blow. Ex. The 
stone almost struck him, but he ducked Just in time, 
due adj. A thing that is due, such as a payment or a holiday 
or a train, etc., is a thing that one has a right to expect at a 
certain time. Ex. Our train is due to arrive at five o'clock. 
When we say that one thing is due to another, we mean that 
it was caused by the other. Ex. Mary's cold was due to her 
getting her feet wet and not changing her shoes, 
duel (derr-el) n. A fight between two people arranged according 
to definite rules. Ex. The two men went to Paris to fight 
tlieir duel. 

dumb (dum) odj. Not able to speak at all. There are schools 
in which dumb children are taught in a special wa 3 ^ 
dumbfounded adj. So surprised as to be unable to speak at 
once. Ex. Father was dumbfounded when he heard the result 
of the match. 

dunce n. A very stupid person who has difficulty in learning 
anything. 

dune (dewn) n, A bank or small hill of sand near the seashore. 

Ex, We played hide and seek amongst the dunes, 
dungeon (dun-jon) n. An underground prison in an old oastle... 
dupe (dewp) n. One who is easily deceived. Ex. The boy was 
not wicked, but was the dupe of older boys who l^d him into 
mischief. 

diiak n. The half light before complete darkness. Ex, At dusk 
the stars came out while the birds were singing their bedtime 
songs. 
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Dutch a4j. Belonging to Holland or its people, 
duty (dero-te) n. What one ought to do. A task which one 
knows one ought to perform. Eat* It is the duly of all of us 
to be honest and loyal citizens. It was Mary^s duty to help 
her little sister to get ready for school each morning, 
dwarf n. A man or any other animal or plant much below the 
usual size. Eas, One of the roost famous dwarfs was General 
Tom Thumb. 

dwell 0 . To dwell in a place is to live in it. Eas. One of the 
hymns we sing begins : All people that on earth do dwell." 
To dwell on something is to think much about it. Ex, Do 
not dasell on your troubles. A house is a dwelling. 
dwindle V. To grow less. Ex. As winter went on, our supply of 
coal dwindled. 

dye V. To change the colour by dipping in a liquid. Ex. I shall 
have my old white dress dyed blue. I shall get a good dye (n.)« 
dynasty (dtn-as-te) n. A Une of kings of the same family. Ex. 
The Stuarts were a famous dynasty. * 




was in eomssj^tbeutit 

earshot n. A eound within earshot is on e that is a^r enough to 
be heard. Ex. We are within earahoi ofthe church Kla 
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earthenware n. db adj. Baked clay, of which dishes and tiles 
are made. Ex, There were large earihenware vessels in the 
farm kitchen containing milk, and there were earthenware 
cups on the table. 

earthquake n. A shaking or splitting of the ground due to move¬ 
ments of deeply underlying rocks. Ex. A terrible earthquake 
wrecked San Francisco in 1003. 

ease (eez) n. db v. A state of comfort, without difficulty or effort. 
Ex. He was quite at ease. He lifted the heavy weight with 
ease. He found it was easy to lift. He did 
it easily. The medicine eased his pain, 
easel (ee-zcl) n. A wooden frame that supports 
a blackboard, or a picture while it is being 
painted. 

eaves (eevz) n. The lower edge of a roof which 
overhangs the walls of a building. Ex. 

Swallows often build under the eaves. 
eavesdropper n. One who listens secretly to 
private conversation. Ex. They never guessed 
that a hidden eavesdropper was listening to Easel 

every word they said. 

ebb V. When the sea does not flow in towards the shore but 
moves gradually farther and farther out, we say it is ebbing. 
The tide is then on the ebb (n.). 
ebony (eh-o-ne) n. A very hard black wood, 
eccentric (ek-«en-trik) adj. Odd, queer. Ex. The old lady is 
becoming very eccentric, and talks to herself a great deal, 
ecclesiastic (ek-Wce-ze-asMk) n. A clergyman. Ex. The Arch¬ 
bishop of Canterbury is the chief ecclesiastic of England. 
Anything that concerns the Church is called ecclesiastical. A 
Church is an ecclesiastical building, 
echo (e&-o) n. When a person shouts, and the sound comes back 
to him like another voice, that is an echo. ^ 

eclipse {e-klips) n. When the moon comes between the earth 
and the sun, it partly hides the sun from us for a time. We 
call this an eclipse of the sun. 

economy (e-fcon-om-e) n. The careful management of money, so 
as to avoid waste. A good housewife practises economy. 
She is economical. If she thinks she is spending too much 
money she decides to economise. 

ecstasy (ek-sta-se) n. Great delight. Ex. Mother seemed in 
ecstasy when we gave her a basket of roses on her birthday, 
ed^e (edj) n. The cutting side of a blade. The outside of any¬ 
thing such as a table or a precipice, 
edible (ed-i-bl) adj. Anything that can be eaten is said to be 
edible. Ex. Some berries are edible and some are not. 
edifice (ed-i-fls) n. A large building. Ex. St. Paurs Cathedral 
is a famous edifice. 
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edit (€d>it) V, To arrange, and make correct, all that is to go 
into a book or newspaper. The person who does this is an 
editor (n). 

edition (e-dish-on) n. A number of copies of a book published 
at one time. Ex. A beautiful new edition of my favourite 
story has just been published. 

educate (ed-yew-kate) v. To teach or train. Ex. School is the place 
where children are educated. They get their education there, 
eel n. A fish shaped like a snake. 

eerie (ee-re) adj. Causing one to feel fear. Ex. The old ruined 
castle was an eerie place, and we were glad to get away from it. 
effect n. Result. Ex. We called to the dog, but without effect. 
llie effect of the medicine was wonderful: I got better 
immediately. 

effervescent (c/-er-Dcss-ent) adj. Bubbling. Ex. Children love 
effervescent drinks such as lemonade. They often call it 
“ fizzy ** lemonade. 

efficient (e-fish-ent) adj. Capable, able to do things ,we11. Ex. 
The engineer was very efficient, and soon repaired the car. 
He showed great efficiency. 

effigy (c/-ij-e) n. The dressed-up figure that boys burn in a bon¬ 
fire on Guy Fawkes* night is an effigy of Guy Fawkes. A 
statue is an effigy. 

effort n. Wlien you try hard to do something you make an 
effort to do it. 

eider-down (t-der-down) n. An eider-down quilt is a quilt made 
of the very fine soft feathers of the eider duck, 
either (i-ther) (a) adj.. pro. <fe conj. One or the other. Ex. Either 
John or James is willing to go. You can ask either (pro.) of 
them, (b) conj. Ex. I will either write or telephone, 
ejaculate (e-yak-yew-late) v. To exclaim or say suddenly. You 
often read in a story that a boy ejaculated Look out 1 ** or 
sometjiing of the sort. That is an ^aculation. 
eject (ec’jekt) v. To throw out or put out. Ex. A stray dog that 
came into the classroom had to be Reeled. 
elaborate (ee-la&-or-ate) adj. Complicated (see complicated), hav¬ 
ing many details or much ornament. Ex. The boys were 
interested in a very elaborate model railway. My aunt wore 
an elaborate dress. 

elapse v. To pass. Ex. Many centuries have elapsed since the 
Norman Conquest. An hour elapsed before the doctor came, 
elastic (e-loss-tik) adj ' Having the power to spring back to its 
own shape after being stretched. A rubber band is elastic, 
elated (e-la<e-ed) adj. Delighted and proud. Ex. When Jack 
won the prize his father was elated. 
elder adj. Older. Ex. My elder brother. Wlien a person is 
getting near old age we say he is elderly. 
elder n. A small tree which has white flowers and purple berries. 
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elect e. To choose, usually by votes. Bx, The cricket club met 
to sleet a new captain. 

electricity (e>lck>tr{e-it>e) n. A kind of power which can be used 
to pri^uce heat, or Ught, or drive trains, or carry messages 
by telephone. An eleeirie bell (or fire or engine, etc.) is one 
t^t is worked by electricity. 

elegant (el-e-gant) adj. Graceful, in good taste, fashionable. Bm. 

Mother looks elegant in her new coat, 
elegy (el-e-je) n. A sad poem, usually expressing sorrow for 
someone*s death. 

element n. One of the nmple parts or divisions of an 3 rthing. 
We might say that addition and sub¬ 
traction are two of the elements of arith¬ 
metic. Simple things are said to be 
elementary. You might have elementary 
lessons in French. 

elephant (el-e-fant) n. One of the largest 
animpls. It has ivory tusks and is found 
in AMca and Asia. We use the word 
elephantine to mean very large and 
clumsy. 

elevate (el-e-vate) v. To raise. B», A house in an elevated posi¬ 
tion is one that has been built on high land. A lift is some¬ 
times called an elevator. 

elf n. A kind of little fairy, either good or bad. 
eligible (e/-ij-ebl) Suitable, fit to be chosen. Ex. The young 
man was well educated, and eligUtle tor a post as schoolmaster, 
elixir (el-ik-ser) n. A drink which makes one feel refreshed and 
strengthened. Hundreds of years s^o, men used to try to 
find an elixir which would enable them to live for ever, 
elocution (el-o-kine-shon) n. The art of speaking well and clearly. 

You can have lessons in elocution from an elocutionist, 
elope V. Two young lovers who run away to be marked without 
their parents' consent are said to elope. That is an elopement, 
eloquence (e^o•kwence) n. The power of speaking well and in 
such a way as to stir the feelings of the hearers. One who 
speaks in that way is eloquent. Ex. The vicar in the village 
church was very eloquent when preaching this morning, 
elsewhere ado. In another place. Ex. Tommy was not in the 
playground so I had to look elsewhere, 
emaciated (e-may-she-ate-ed) adj. Extremely thin. Ex. He was 
so emaciated after his illness that 1 scarcely knew him. 
emancipate (e-mon-si-payt) v. To set tree, usually from slavery. 
Ex, Slaves in the British Empire were emancipated in 1807. 
That was the date of their emancipation. 
embalm (em-l!>aAiii) o. To preserve a dead body from decay. 
Ex. The bodies of Egyptian kings were embalmed before being 
placed in the tomb. 
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embankment n. A long mound of earth built up at the side of 
a road or railway or river, to prevent flooding, etc. 
embark v. To go on board ship. Ex* The passengers etnb€trked 
at three o'clock. Their embarkation was fixed for that time, 
embarrass (em-6a-ras) v. To trouble or to make uncomfortable 
or shy. Ex. Tlte hero felt quite embarrassed by the cheering 
crowd that met him at the station. It caused him embarrass^ 
ment. 

embers n. Pieces of coal in a fire, which have not quite burned 
out. 

embezzle v. If a man steals money that was left in his charge 
(for him to take care of), he embezzles it. That is embezzU- 
ment. Ex. It was found that the treasurer of the club had 
embezzled most of his club's funds, 
emblem n. A sign which represents or stands for some particu¬ 
lar thing. The torch used as a road sign is an emblem showing 
that a school is nearby. 

embrace 0 . To clasp affectionately in one's arms. Bo;.'My sister 
embraced me when we met after I had been away, 
embroider (em-hroy-der) v. To sew a pretty pattern on some¬ 
thing. You might embroider a handkerchief or a cushion- 
cover. You might do embroidery on it. 
emerald n. A precious stone of green colour, 
emerge (e-merj) v. To come out so as to be seen. Ex. It is 
exciting to see a chick emerging from its shell, 
emergency (e-mer-jen-se) n. When something happens that 
makes it necessary to act quickly in order to avoid danger, 
that is an emergency. An outbreak of fire would be an 
emergency. One often uses the telephone in an emergency, 
eidetic (e-mef-ik) n. A medicine given to make a person sick 
when the doctor considers that necessary. If a child swal¬ 
lowed something that would do him harm, he would be given 
an emetic so as to get rid of it. 

emigrate (em-i-grate) v. To leave one's own country and go 
and hW in another for the rest of one’s life. Ex. A great 
many British families emigrated to Canada 100 years ago. 
That was emigraibmt and those who emigrated were emigrants. 
eminence n. (a) A hUl or high piece of land. . Ex. Edinburgh 
Castle is built on a rocky eminence. (6) Greatness or a high 
position in life. Ex. He reached great eminence in his career. 
He became eminent; outstanding. 

emit (e-mif) o. To senid but. ^ Ex. A burning log is apt to emit 
sparks. 

bmoUon (e-ino»8hpn> n. A strong feeling sw^ as sorrow^ ^ad ness, 
fear." Ex, The film caused much emotion among the audience, 
emperor n. The ruler of an empire. Ex, In China, the Emperor 
used to be regarded as a god. There has been no Emperor 
of Russia since 1017. 
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emphasis (em-fa-sis) n. When you say one word of a sentence 
more strongly or loudly than the others, you have put emphasis 
on that word. You have emphasised it (n.)> You can also 
emphasise (m-fa*size) an idea. Ex. The doctor emphasised 
tlie need for getting enough fresh air. He said that was very 
important. 

empire n, A group of states or countries ruled by an Emperor. 
Ex, The Holy Roman Empire ruled a great part of Europe 
in olden times. 

employ v. To employ a joiner is to^pay him for doing a piece 
of work. The joiner is an employee^ and the person for whom 
be works is his employer. The work for which he is paid is 
his employment. You sometimes hear that the employees ot 
a factory are asking for higher wages. 

Empress (mp-ress) n. A woman ruling over an Empire, as 
Queen Victoria did, or the wife of an Emperor, 
empty (cm-te) (1) adj. Having nothing in it. Ex. My purse is 
empty. (2) v. To make empty. Ex. 1 emptied the jug of 
water. 

emulate (em-yew-late) v. To try to do as well as someone else 
has done. Ex. The boys all tried to emulate the famous 
bowler. 

enable (en-ay-bl) v. To make able. Ex, My bicycle enables me 
to get to school much more quickly, 
enact (en-o^f) v. To make into a law. Ex. It was enacted by 
Magna Carta that no man must be sent to prison without 
being tried in a Court of Law. 

enamel (e-nom-el) n. db adj. An enamel saucepan is one that has 
been covered with a kind of paint that is very bright and 
shiny and is called enamel. 

enchanting adj. Delightful or beautiful. Ex. Tliere are enchant¬ 
ing views from the upper windows. Enchantment means 
maj^c. 

encircle (en-str-kl) u. To make r. circle round. Ea;. The army 
encircled the village. The park is encircled by treeH 
enclose v. (a) To shut in. Ex, The garden was enclosed by high 
walls, (b) To put in. Ex. 1 enclosed a photograph along with 
my letter. The photograph was an ^closure. 
encore {png-leore) n. db v. A shout asking for a song to be 
repeated. Ex. The singer got three encores. He was encored 
three times. 

encounter v. To meet. Ex. He once encountered a lion in the 
jungle. It was a frightening encounter (n.). 
encourage (en>kur-rage) v. When you encourage someone, you 
give him courage and make him more hopeful. Ex, I might 
never have learned to swim, if mother had not encouraged me. 
She gave me encouragement. It was very encouraging to hear 
her say that 1 was doing well. 
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encroach (en-krohtsh) v. To go beyond the usual bounds. E», 
In some parts of Norfolk and SufTolk the sea is encroaching 
on the land. This means that the sea is coming farther in, 
and covering land on which there used to be houses and 
farms. 

encumber v. When we say a person is encumbered with parcels, 
we mean that he has so many that he finds it diillcult to 
carry them all. An encumbrance is a heavy load or burden. 
On a long walk, a heavy overcoat might be an encumbrance, 
encyclopaedia (en-siAc'lo-pced-e-ah) n. A book containing infor¬ 
mation on all sorts of subjects. The subjects are arranged 
in alphabetical order (the order of the alphabet) just as a 
dictionary is. An encyclopaedia often consists of several 
volumes. 

endanger (en-dot/n-jer) n. To put in danger. Ex, The fireman 
endangered his life when he entered the burning house, 
endear v. To make dear or beloved. Ex. She soon endeared her¬ 
self to us all by her unselfishness. She had endearing ways, 
endeavour (en-dcc-ur) v. I'o try. Ex. In the scout edinp every¬ 
one endeavoured to do a share of the work. They made an 
endeavour (n.) to do it. 

endless adj. Without end, lasting for ever. Ex. The road up 
the hillside seemed endless, but wc got to the top at last, 
endow (en-dow) v. To provide with a regular income of money. 
Ex. The rich man endowed a bed in tlie hospital. That means 
he left enough money to pay the expenses of the patient who 
used the bed. If we say that someone is endowed with a 
happy nature, we mean that he possesses that sort of nature, 
endure v. (a) To bear. Ex. I cannot endure great heat, (b) To 
last or continue. Ex. The Bible says that God’s mercy endures 
for ever. The power of enduring is endurance. 
enemy n. One who hates or tries to harm another. Ex, ‘France 
and Britain used to be enemies, but have been friends and 
allies ifftee ally) for a great many years. They have no enmity 
for each other now. 

energetic (en-er-jcMk) Active, full of energy, ready to work 
hard. Ex. A farmer has to be energetic, to have much mergy, 
as his work lasts from sunrise to sunset, 
enforce v. To enforce a law is to make sure that it is carried 
out (obeyed). Ex. A policeman has the right to enforce the 
law. 

engage (en^gaje) v. To promise, or make a definite arrangement, 
for marriage or work, etc. Ex. To say that Mary is engaged 
to Mr. Brown means that she has promised to marry Mr. 
Brown. To say that a singer has been engaged for the school 
concert means that someone has promised to sing at the con¬ 
cert. In each of these cases there is an engagement or promise 
to do something. 
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engine (e»>jin) n. A machine which works by means of gas, 
steam or electricity. A steam engine, a diesel engine, etc. 
The man who looks after an engine is an engineer. He has 
been trained in engineering as a trade. 

English (ing-glisli) n. The people of England or their language. 
Ex. The English like playing games in the open air. That is 
an Er^lish l^bit. 

engulf (en-gulf) v. To swallow up. Ex. The life-boat was nearly 
engulfed in the wild sea. 

enigma (e-nig-ma) n. A pu7.zle, something very difficult to under¬ 
stand. Ex, The question whether there is life on any other 
planet, besides the Earth, is still an enigma. 
enjoy u. To like, or to find pleasure in. You can enjoy food, 
or a holiday, or a rest. You can find enjoyment in them, 
enlarge e. To make larger. Ex, It was necessary to enlarge the 
school when many new people came to live in the town. 
You 9 an enlarge a hole that you have dug in the sand. When 
a photograph has been made larger, we call it an enlarge¬ 
ment, « 

enlighten (en-ltie-en) v. To make clear by explaining or teach¬ 
ing. Ex, John*8 master enlightened him about his new duties, 
enlist V, To join the Army, Navy or Air Force, 
enormous (e-nor-mus) adj. Very large indeed. Ex. Some whales 
are enormous, mu^ larger than any land animals, 
enough (e-nu/) (1) adj. As much as one needs; the right amount. 
Ex. Have you enough money for your train fare? (2) ado. 
This pail is full enough, (8) n. Ex. 1 have eaten enough. 
enquire. See inquire. 

enrage v. To make very angry. Ex. A dog that is always tied 
up is apt to be enraged by strangers who come near him. 
enraptured adj. Delighted. Ex. The travellers were enraptured 
witji the brautiful scenery of Switzerland, 
enrich (en-n(*A) v. To make richer. You can enrich your mind 
by reading, or enrich the soil by putting manure in^it. Your 
school is enriched if someone makes a large gift of money 
to it. 

enrol o. To write a name in a list; to be made a member of a 
group. Ex, On the first day ojf term, ten new pupils were 
enrolled at our school. 

ensign (en-sin) n, A flag. Ex, The Union Jack i# the ensign 
that British people like to see. . V, . 

enslave o. To make a slave, or send into slavery. Bx^J^arnUsnt' 
times it was the custom to enslaoe large numbers of people, 
ensnare v. To catch in a trap or snare. 

ensue o. To follow as a result. Ex, Great exeitemaat sasned. 

when the bull got out of the field, 
ensure (en-si^oor) n. To make sure or safe. Ex. Railway signals 
are meant to ensure safety from accidents. 
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entangle o. To get mixed up. Ex, A ball of wool can be erUangUd, 
or a sheep can get tnUmgled in barbed wire if its wool catches 
on the wire. 

enter o. (a) To go in, or come in. Ex. Pray enter the room 
quietly. (6) To enrol. Ex. Ten new pupils were enters at 
our schooL The door or gate by which one enters is an 
entrance (n.). And when you enter a room you can be said 
to make an entrance or an mtry. 

enterprise n, A task or adventure which is difUeult or needs 
some daring. Ex. The building of the Canadian-PaciAc Rail* 
way was a great mterprise. To be enterprising is to be bold 
and adventurous and ready to take risks, 
entertain o. (a) To amuse. Ex. He entertained the children by 
telling them stories, (h) To receive at one's house as a guest. 
Ex. They entertained me very kindly for a week, We call 
a theatre or a circus an entertainment (».). We say a person 
who amuses us is very entertaining. \ 

enthrone v. To put on a throne as a king or queen. A king is 
enthroned at his coronation. 

enthusiasm (en-lheze-zi-asm) n. Warm interest, or liking, or 
admiration. Ex. The proposal to start a football club was 
received with enthusiasm in the town. The people were 
enthusiastic about it. 

entice (en-Hce) v. To tempt or attract by offering a reward. Ex, 
We tried to entice the mouse into the trap by putting cheese 
on it. 

entire adj. Whole, complete. Ex. I have been working the 
entire day. To be entirely satisfactorv means to be completely 
satisfactory. 

entrance (enf-rance) n. See enter, 
entrancing (en*lraAtn-sing) adj. Charming, delightful, 
entreat n. To ask eagerly or anxiously for something. Ex. Jack 
entreated his mother to let him go to the circus, 
entrust (en-frusf) v. To hand over for someone to take care of. 
Ex. Jack entrusted his pet rabbits to his cousin while he was 
away on holiday. 

envelop (en>ne{-op) v. To wrap up in, or cover completely. Ex, 
Mar^ret was enodoped in a long cloak, 
envelope (en-ve-lope) n. The paper cover in which we send 
letters. 

envoy (en-voy) v. Someone appointed by a government to take 
an important message to another government, 
envy (en-ve) n. To envy another boy's new bicycle, or his clever¬ 
ness, or anything eliw, is to be sorry he has it—perhaps even 
to dislike him for having it. To fe^ envy (n.) is to be envious 
of what someone else possesses.^ 

epaulet or epaulette (ep-aw-lef) n. A shoulder ornament worn 
by an Army officer. 
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epidemic (ep-e-dm-ik) n. An illness that affects a great many 
people at the same time. Ex. In England there is sometimes 
an epidemic of influenza in the month of February, 
epilogue (ep-e-log) n. A poem or speech recited at the end of 
a play. Ex. llie Sixth Form is going to act a Shakerpeare 
play at the end of term, and the head boy has written an 
amusing epilogue for it. 

Episcopal (e-/>ts-ko-pal) adj. The Episcopal Church is the Estab¬ 
lished Church of England and is governed by Bishops, 
episode (ep-e-sode) n. An event or incident either in real life or 
in a story. Ex. There is an exciting episode in this book about 
a cowboy who fights four Indians, 
epistle (e-pis-sl) n. A letter. Ex. I wrote a long epistle to my 
aunt. In the Bible you can read Paul’s Epistle to the people 
of Corinth. 

epitaph (ep-e-tahf) n. The words on a tombstone which give a 
short description of the person who died. Ex. “ He was 
respected by all who knew him.” 

epithet (<p-e-thet) adj. A word or phrase which describes a per¬ 
son or thing. Any adjective can be an epithet. Ex. King 
Alfred the Great. 

epoch (ee-pok) n. A period of time, or a point of time which 
begins a new period. Ex. The Christian epoch began with the 
birth of Christ. That can be called an epoch-maHng event, 
equal (eelc-wal) adj. The same in size or numbers. Ex. We 
all got equal shares of the toffee. John and James came out 
equal in the examination. They did equally well, 
equator (e-kway-tor) n. The imaginary line running round the 
earth, half-way between the North and South Poles. Ex. 
The countries lying close to the equutor have a hot climate, 
equestl'lan (e-kwcst-re-nn) adj. Mounted on horseback. Riding 
is equestrian exercise, and an equestrian statue is one showing 
a person on horseback. ^ 

equip (e-kwip) v. To fit out or supply what is necessary. Ex. 
The explorers were equipped with warm clothing and strong 
boots. They had good equipment. 
equivalent (e-Aizetu-a-Ient) adj. n. Equal in value though per¬ 
haps not exactly alike. Ex. The American dollar was for many 
years the equivalent of four or live English shillings, 
era (eer-a) n. A long period of time. Ex. The Christian era began 
with the birth of Christ. 

erase (e-raze) v. To rub out or scratch out. Ex. India-rubber 
will erase pencil marks. 

erect {e-rekt) v. To set up ; to build. Ex. A statue of Dr. 
Livingstone was erected in central Africa. A building is an 
erection. 

err v. To make a mistake. Ex. “ To err is human, to forgive is 
divine." To eiT is to make an error. 
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errand n. A short journey for the purpose of taking a message. 
Ex. Mother often sends me on errand when I come back from 
school. 

errant^ tidj. Wandering. You often read in stories about the 
knights errant, in olden times, who travelled about, doing 
kind actions. 

eruption n. When a volcano is actively throwing out flames and 
burning lava, it is said to be erupting^ or to be in eruption. 
Ex. A great eruption of Mount Vesuvius in Italy completely 
buried whole towns. 

escapade n. An adventure usually undertaken for fun, without 
thinking what it may lead to. Ex. John’s 
escapade of climbing over the roofs was 
foolish, and he deserved the scratches he 
got. 

escalator (es-ka-lay>tor) n. A moving stair¬ 
case such as one sees in many J^ndon 
Tube stations. 

escape v. To get away, to get free, to avoid. 

Ex. Last year a prisoner escaped from the 
gaol in our town. We all had measles 
except Nancy who luckily escaped it. 

She had a lucky escape (n.). 
escort (es-leort) v. To accompany, usually 
with the purpose of taking care of the 
person you escort. Ex. A gentleman 
might escort a lady at any time. The Queen is escorted by 
soldiers when she goes to open Parliament. The soldiers are 
her escort (c»-kort) (n.). 
especial adj. See special. 

espionage (es-pe-on^age) n. The work done by spies. J^x. Dur¬ 
ing a war, a great deal of espionage goes on. 
esplanad^ n. The walk or drive along the sea-front in towns 
on the coast. Ex. Brighton has a very fine esplanade. 
espouse (es-pouz) v. To marry. The word is not much used 
nowadays. 

espy (e-spy) v. This word has nothing to do with spies and only 
means to see or catch sight of. Ex. When I got to the river- 
bank whom did 1 espy but John and James, 
esquire (es-kwire) n. A word used (in its shortened form “ I'isq.”) 
after a man’s name on an envelope instead of putting Air. 
Ex. John Smith, Esq. 

essay (1) (ess-ay) n. A piece of writing on a special subject. At 
school one learns to write essays. (:;i) (c^ saq) v. To try or 
attempt. Ex. I’he general essayed to capture the town, 
essential (e-seii-shal) adj. Necessary. Wliat must be 

Ex. It is essential fur every country to grow as luucb gra.n 
(wheat, rice, etc.) for bx'd us it tan. 
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establish v. To set up or set going. Em. A new Post Office was 
established at the far end of our village. A large house or 
institution {see institution) is called an esUAliahment. 
estate n. A fairly large piece of land belonging to one person 
or family or business company. Em. William the Conqueror 
gave English estates to many of his soldiers after the battle 
of 1066. 

esteem n. High opinion, or respect. Em. The headmaster is held 
in high esteem by all of us. We esteem (p.) him highly. It 
can also be said that we hold him in high estimation. 
estimate (es-timrate) v. To form an opinion as to number, size, 
weight, or value. Em. We estimated that the audience at 
our school play consisted of about 500 people. That was our 
estimate (n.) of the number. To say that a man is estimable 
means that people have a good opinion of him. For estimation, 
see esteem. 

estranged* adj. Separated and no longer friendly or on good 
terms with each other. Em. After their quarrel, they were 
estranged for many years. 

estuary (es-tew-a>re) n. Wide river>mouth. Em. Many thousands 
of wild birds come to the estuary of the Severn in winter, 
eternal Lasting for ever; having neither beginning nor end. 

Eternity means the whole of time, the past and the ^ture. 
evacuate (e-va/E>yew-ate) p. To go away from a place and leave 
it empty. Em. When the factory caught fire, the houses 
near-by were evacuated until the danger was past. The people 
who were sent away were evacuees (e-vak-yew-eeze). 
evade v. To avoid or get away from. Em. The rabbit ran into 
a burrow, and so evaded the dog. 

evangelist (e-van-je-list) n. A preacher of the Gospels. St. 
Matthew was an evangelist. 

evaporate n. To dry up. Em. When the sun came out, the pools 
of rainwater soon evaporated. That was evaporation. The 
dried milk powder we buy in tins is made by eiK»poratmg 
milk—that is by removing the moisture from it. 
even (ee-ven) adj. (a) Flat, smooth. Em. The table has an even 
surface. (5) An even number is one which can be divided 
by 2 and have no remainder {see remain). 2, 4, 10, 66, 98 
are all even numbers. 

event {e-vent) n. A thing that happens. A death would be a 
sad event. A birthday party would be a happy event, 
eventually adv. In the end ; at the last. Em. We thought the 
puppy was lost, but eventually we found him in a neighbour's 
garden. 

evident (ev-e-dent) adj. Clear and easily seen. Em. It was quite 
evident that Tommy had been eating the jam. The Jam on 
his lips was evidence (proof) of this, so we did not need to 
ask him. 
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ewe (yew) n. Female sheep. 

ewer {yew-et) n. Large water-jug used in bedrooms, 
exact adj. Quite correct. Ex, The train came in at the ezod 
time it was expected. It was exactly on time, 
exaggerate (eks-aj-er-ate) v. To make out that things are larger, 
or better than they really are. If you say that you had 
about a dozen birthday presents when you really had only 
five, you are exaggertUing. That is an exaggeration (n.). 
exalted (eks-owi-ted) adj. Raised up, very high. Ex. You may 
have an exaUed opinion of someone, or you can say that the 
Queen holds a very exalted position, 
examine (eks-om-in) o. To look at very closely. To get infor¬ 
mation by asking questions. Ex. You should always examine 
the change you get in a shop. An examination paper is one 
that tests your knowledge by asking questions. The doctor 
may examine, or make an examination of, your throat, 
example n. One thing that may be chosen either t&>be copied 
or to show what others of the same kind are like. Ex. I showed 
Mother an example of the stockings I had mended. I could 
give you many examplea of Mother's kindness to us all. 
exasperate (eks-os-per-ate) v. To annoy or make angry. Ex. 
The teacher was exasperated when he found that 'I'omiuy had 
got four sums wrong. He showed exasperation (n.). 
excavate (eks-kav-ate) v. To dig out. Ex. The farmer decided 
to excavate a deeper well on Ids land. He started the excava¬ 
tions yesterday. 

exceed v. To go beyond. Ex. He was fined for exceeding the 
speed limit (for driving too fast). You have exceeded the 
orders I gave you. Exceedingly {adv.) means very, or very 
much. Ex. The party was exceedingly nice. We enjoyed it 
exceedingly. 

excel u. effi'o do something better than others do it. Ex. She 
excels at fine needlework. Her sewing is excellent. She 
deserves praise for its excellence. 

exceptional (ek-sep shon-al) adj. Not like the others of its kind. 
Unusual. Ex. Susan is an exceptional girl, so kind and 
thoughtful for her age. The fiowers in church yesterday 
were exceptionally (more than usually) beautiful, 
excessive (ek-sm-iv) a^. Too much. Ex. The amount of rain 
in February was excessive, and caused floods. It was an 
excessively wet month. 

exchange (eks-chaynj) v. To change one thing for another. You 
might exchange stamps, or exchange seats with another boy. 
excited (ek-8t<e-ed) adj. Having strong feelings about something 
that has happened or is about to happen—perhaps joy, or 
anger, or great hopes. Ex. Tommy ^came very excited as 
Christmas drew near. He was full of excitement. It was 
exciiifig to know that it would soon be Christmas Day. 
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exclaim v. To call out suddenly, usually in surprise. Ex. When 
he sw my new bicycle he exclaimed “ Oh 1 It is a beauty 1 ** 
That was an eatclamalwn (n.). 

exclude v. To shut out. Ex. Children under ten were excluded 
from the lecture. 

excruciating (eks-Aproo-she-ate-ing) adj. Causing great suffering. 

Ex. Mary had excruciating earache last night, 
excursion (ex-ker-shon) n. An outing or trip, usually for pleasure. 

Ex. We went on an excursion to Margate at Whitsun, 
excuse {eks-kewz) v. To forgive. Ex. Excuse me for arriving so 
late. 

excuse (eks-kewce) u. Ex. When you say you are too tired to 
go for a walk, you are making an excuse for not going. When 
the teacher says the essays must be handed in on Monday 
and she will take no excuse^ she means that she will not listen 
to any reasons for your essay not being ready, 
execute To put to death by law. Ex. Many murderers have 
been executed. Execution was the punishment for their crime, 
exempt adj. Free; excused from performing some duty. Ex, 
All who attended the evening lecture were exempted from doing 
homework. 

exercise n. Something done to improve one’s knowledge or sldU, 
such as a French exercise, a musical exercise on the piano, 
or bodily exercise such as walking, running or gymnastics. 
One can exercise (v.) the brain or the body, 
exert (eg-zeri) v. To use actively. Ex. He exerted all his strength 
to lift the heavy weight. He ought to exert himself more (be 
more active). Exertion would be good for him. 
exhaust (egs-atost) v. To use up the whole of something. To 
tir^ out. Ex. The explorers had exhausted nearly all their 
food before the rescue party arrived. And they themselves 
were exhausted by the great distances they had had to walk, 
exhibit (egs-ib-it) v. To show, usually in public. Ex. At the 
Village Flower Show, beautiful roses were exhibited. It was 
an exhibition of very fine flowers. 

exhort (egs-ori) v. To beg or urge someone to do something that 
is right. Ex. The vicar exhorted us all to help the poor and 
needy. 

exile (eks-ile) n. ds v. One who has been sent out of his own 
country, or is unable to live in it. Ex. Napoleon was an 
exile from France after the battle of Waterloo. He was 
exiled from France. 

exist V. To be; to live. Ex. It is known that tigers existed 
thousands of years ago in the land that is now England, 
exit n. The way out. Ex. When we want to come out of a 
cinema, we look for the exit. 

expand v. To grow larger and take up more space. Ex. Elastic 
expands when we pull it, and a buriness expands when it is 



EXP 


93 


EXP 


able to undertake more and more work. An expanse of land 
is a large area of land. 

expect V. To look for and believe that something will happen. 
Ex. We expect mother to come home to-morrow. That is 
our expectation. 1 did not expect to find you here. That 
was an unexpected pleasure. 

expedition (eks-ped-isA-on) n. A party of people who set out 
for a definite purpose. Ex. Many expeditions have set out to 
explore the regions round the North and South Poles, 
expel i>. To drive out or send away. Ex. A boy was expelled 
from our school, for dishonesty. No one was sorry to hear of 
his expulsion. 

expend v. To spend, especially money, and what you expend is 
your expenditure. Ex. The expenditure of our club was very 
heavy last year because we had to buy new balls, 
expense n. The cost or price. Ex. We cannot afford the expense 
of a long journey this year. It would be too expens^e for us. 
experience (eks-peer-e-ence) n. What one has learned from all 
one has seen, felt and heard. Ex. My uncle has had long 
experience of gardening. He is an experienced gardener. 
You can call something that has happened to you an experience. 
It may be a happy experience, such as a delightful holiday, or 
an unpleasant experience, such as getting a fright, 
experiment (eks-per-i-ment) n. dk v. If you try a thing once 
to see what happens, that is an experiment. Ex- The steam 
engine was not invented until James Watt had made many 
experiments with steam. He often experimented with steam, 
expert (cA»-pert) adj. Having a great deal of knowledge or skill 
in something. Ex. You might be an expert carpenter, or an 
expert skater. Such a person is called an expert (n.). 
expire v. To die or come to an end. Ex. He expired at the age of 
83. Ottf wireless licence has expired and we must get a new 
one, 

explain v. To make clear ; to give the meaning of, or the reason 
for. Ex. The teacher explained the dilficult sentence. John 
explained why he was late in getting home. He gave the 
explanation of it. 

explode v. To burst with a loud noise. A squib explodes and a 
bomb explodes. They make explosions. They were filled 
with explosive material. 

exploit n. A brave or adventurous deed. Ex. General Gordon 
was famous for his exploits in China, 
explore v. To travel in strange lands in order to find out about 
their people, rivers, towns, etc. One who does so is an 
explorer. He makes explorations (n.). 
export i>. <fe n. To send goods to other countries for sale. Ex. 
Britain exports large quantities of coal. Coal is one of her 
chief exports (n.). 



EXP 


04 


EXT 


expose V, To lay bare or leave uncovered. Ex. He got sunstroke 
from exposing his bead to the hot sun. The tent was blown 
away, and the boys were exposed to the pouring rain. Some 
of them suffered from the ea^sure (n.). 
express n. To say in words. Ex, He found it difficult to express 
his thanks for all their kindness, 
express adj. Very fast. Em, He came by express train, 
expression n. (a) A phrase, or set of words. Ex. He uses some 
rather rude expressions. (6) The look on a person’s face. 
Ex. She has a very pleasant expression. 
exquisite (eks-kwis'it or eks-kwiz-it) adj. Charming, lovely. Ex, 
The roses in our garden are eaequisUe this year, 
extend v. To stretch out, to make larger. Ex, The garden was 
extended to include a little stream that ran beside it. We 
extended our holiday by taking an extra week. The extent 
of the garden was increased. It was made more exUnsive 
(lar^r). 

exterior (eks-teer-e-or) n, dt adj. The outside. Ex. The exterior 
of the house was painted cream. Its exterior walls were 
painted. 

exterminate v. To kill off entirely. Ex, The mice in our attic 
have been exterminated at last. 

external (eks-ter>nal) adj. Almost the same as exterior. Ex. 
His injuries were only exiemalt that is to say they were only 
bruises or cuts on his skin. 

extinct (ekadinkt) adj. Dead, or no longer able to act {see ex- 
tin^sh). Ex. There used to be a bird called the dodo, but 
it is now extinct. There are no dodos anywhere now. A 
volcano can become eadinct. 

extinguish (eks-itng-gwish) v. To put out. You can extinguish 
a candle. Firemen extinguish large fires, and then the fires 
are eatinel. e 

extol V, To praise. Ex. The boy’s brave deed was much extolled. 
extort V. To get something from a person by force or by threats. 
Ex. Highwaymen used to stop coaches on lonely roads and 
extort money from the passengers, 
extra at^. Beyond what is usual or expected. Ex. It was so cold 
at night that an extra blanket was needed, 
extract (eks-irakf) v. To take out. Ex. A dentist extracts teeth. 
The extraction of a tooth is sometimes painful. An extract 
(e/!»-trakt) (n.) is a part that has been taken out. You might 
read aloud an extract from a book, that is a part you had 
picked out, or chosen, for reading aloud, 
extraordinary (ex-tra-ord-in-a-re) adj. Beyond the ordinary, 
remarkable. Ex. A snowflake seen under a microscope is of 
extraordinary beauty. It is extraordinarily beautiful, 
extravagant (el^-frau-a-gant) adj. A person who spends too 
much money is said to be extravagant, to show extravagance. 
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Ea. Mother said she felt extraoagani when she bought herself 
a new set of saucepans. 

extreme adj. Very great, or in a very high degree. Ex. He 
suffered extreme pain, and he show^ extreme courage. He 
was extremely brave. 

exult (eg'Zuh) ti* To rejoice and show pride in success. Ex. The 
headmaster exulted in the school team's victory, 
eyrie (fre*e) n. The nest of a bird of prey. Ex. The eagle's 
eyrie is built among very high rocks. 


F 

fable (/ay-bl) n. A short story (usually containing animals that 
act and speak like human beings) which teaches a lesson. 
Aesop's fables are read by many boys and girls. 

fabric n. Cloth from which clothes are made. 

facsimile (fak-etm*il-e) n. An exact copy of a picture or letter. 

fact n. Something which is known to have happened or to have 
been done. Information {see inform) which is known to be 
true. Ex. Newspapers try to make sure of the facts before 
they print the news. \^en we say ” that is a fact" we 
mean that it is the truth. 

factory n. A building in which things are made. Ex. We were 
shown over the biscuit/nelory. 

faculty n. Natural ability (see ability). Ex. Mary has a faculty 
for remembering things after hearing or reading them only 
once. It is a useful faculty, 

fad n. A habit or taste that does not last long. Ex, Father used 
to have a fad for collecting clocks. To be faddy is tb be 
inclined to have fads. Ex. It is difficult to please people who 
arc faddyu 

fade V. To lose its colour or strength. Ex. Flowers fade quickly 
if not kept in water. Coloui^ material often fades when 
exposed to the sun. A talk on the wireless may fade out till 
we can scarcel}* hear it. 

fagged adf. Tired. Ex. Mother was quite failed out after doing 
the spring cleaning. At large boarding schools (see board), 
younger boys have to do jobs for older ones and are called 
fags (n.). 

faggot n. A bundle of twigs and small branches for burning in 
a grate (see grate). 

fail V. The opposite of succeed. If you were to fail in an exaroina- 
tion it would mean that you did badly in it. If you were to 
fail in the high jump, it would mean that you did not succeed 
in jumping high enough. If you say that you will do some- 
thing without fail (n.), that means that you are determined 
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(see determine) to keep your word and do what you have 
promised. If you say a person is a failure you mean that 
he has not been successful in what he set out to do. 
faint adf. Weak. A sound or a light may be faint, or a person 
may feel faint. To faint (v.) is to become unconscious. To 
be faint-hearted is to be timid and afraid, without courage, 
fair adf. (a) Beautiful. Ex, Fair lady, (b) Light-coloured. Ex. 
Fair hair, (e) Dry and pleasant. Ex. Fair weather, (d) 
Just; doing what is right. Ex. The headmaster is always 
/mV, even when he is angry. A fair share is a just share— 
what each one ought to Imve. 

fair n. A place out-of-doors where goods are bought and sold, 
and where there are also amusements such as merry-go- 
rounds. 

foith n. Trust, belief, especially in religious teaching. To be 
faithful is to be loyal (see loyal) and true. To be faithless is 
to be disloyal, dishonest, not fit to be trusted, 
false (fdWls) adj. Untrue; disloyal. You can make a false 
statement, or be a false friend. A falsehood is a lie. 
falter (fawl-ter) v. To hesitate, especially in speaking. When 
we say that his courage never faltered, we mean that it 
remained strong and steady. 

fame n. When we speak of the great fame of Shakespeare, we 
mean that his great qualities are known and spoken of by 
many people. The fame of Nelson spread all over the world 
after the Battle of Trafalgar. He became famous. 
familiar adj. Well known. Ex. It is nice to be back in this 
old familiar room. These songs are familiar, I am familiar 
with them all. 

family (/am-il-e) n. The group that is made up of parents and 
tSieir children, and sometimes other relations. Ex. We had 
a large family party on Christmas Day. 
famine (/am-in) n. A dreadful scarcity (see scarce) ^f food owing 
to poor crops. Famines sometimes occur in India and China^ 
and many people starve (see starve), 
famished adj. Very hungry and in need of food. When there is 
a famine, people aic famishing. 

fanatic (fan-ot-ik) n. A person who is so keen about something 
that he acts without sense. A fanatic for fresh air might 
want to keep all the windows of the house open all the time, 
'that w'ould be fanatical or crazy. 

fancy (fan-ae) (1) n. (a) An idea. Ex. A fancy passed through her 
mind, (b) A liking. Ex. 8he has a great fancy for young 
kittens. (2) adj. Ornamental (see orn.ament). Ex. She was 
wearing a fatua hat. (oj v. To imagine, to form an idea 
in the mind. Ex. She fancied she heard noises In the night. 
?jhc IS inclined to be fatn ijul. 

fanfare u. A lively tune ed by triinipets or hunting horns. 



FAN 


97 


FAU 


fang n. The long sharp tooth of a dog or wolf or snake. Bx, A 
snake's fang is sometimes poisonous, 
fantastic (fan-las-tik) adj. Very strange, ridiculous. Ex. The 
story of Sinbad the Sailor is a fantastic one. 
farce n. A funny play in which people act absurdly so as to cause 
much laughter. 

fare (1) n. (a) The price paid for a journey by bus, train, etc. 
Bx. The fare to Paddington was sixpence. (6) Food. Bx. 
The landlady provided us with very good /are. (2) v. To 
get on. Ex. He fared badly on the boat, for he was sea-sick 
and could not eat any of the meals, 
farewell n. Good-bye. Ex. He said his farewells quickly, and 
hurried away. 

fascinate (/os-in-ate) v. To charm and interest very much. 
Ex. Tommy was fascinated by the moving staircase. He 
found it fascinating. It had a fascination for him. > 
fashion (fash-on) n. The shape or pattern or style in which any¬ 
thing is made, especially clothes. Fashions change; and when 
we say something is not in fashion, we mean that it is not 
now being much used or worn. It is old-fashioned. Wigs 
for men are not in fasliion as they were in the 18th Century. 
They are no longer fashionable. To say that Mrs. A. is 
fashionably dressed means that she is dressed in the style 
that is newest and much liked. 

fast (1) adj. (a) Fixed and secure. Ex. He made the windows 
fast before going to bed. (b) Quick. Ex. He is a fast runner. 
(2) adv. Quickly. Ex. He runs very fast. (3) n. To do 
without food for a time. Ex. lie fasted for three days. He 
kept a three-days fast (n.). 

fasten (fah-sen) v. To make firm with a lock or hook. Ex. 
The windows are not fastened; please fasten them. The 
fastening (lock, hook, etc.) is broken, 
fatal (fayitsA) adj. Causing death or disaster. A fatal accident 
is one in which someone is killed. That is called a faialitij. 
Ex. There were many fatalities when the ship sank, 
fate n. The power that is supposed to decide how everything is 
to happen, long before it does happen. Ex. Fate decided that 
the boy was to die young. He was fated to die young. We 
are all fated to die some day. 

fatherland n. One’s native country, to which one belongs, 
fathom (fath-um) (1) n. A measure used to find out the depth of 
water. Ex. One fathom is six feet in depth. The North Sea 
is 40 fathoms deep. (2) v. To try to get to the bottom of 
something and understand it. Ex. I could not fathom his idea, 
fatigue (fa-teeg) n. Tiredness. Ex. He suffered feUigue after his 
Jong march. He was fatigued. He found it very fatiguing. 
fault (fawlt) n. A mistake, or bad quality, or wrong-doing. To 
fmd fault is to complain or to blame. Ex. It was not luy 

W-S.D.—D 
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fault that the glass was broken. John has one bad fault— 
laziness. Father finds fault with him for that. No boy is 
faultless (without any fault). John's new bicycle bell was 
faultift so he took it back to the shop where he bought it. 
favour (Jfay-vur) n. Kindness, goodwill. Eat, He is always ready 
to do anyone a favour. By favour of the Mayor, the dancing 
took place in the Town Hall. When you say that the sports 
yrere favoured with good weather, you mean that good weather 
made them more pleasant, l^e weather was favourable. 
You speak favourably of someone whom you think well of. 
When you say you arc hi faxiour of a picnic, you mean that you 
like the idea of it. 

favourite (fay-vor-it) ad^. Most liked. Ex. Father’s favourite 
song ie one about the sea. 

fawn (1) n. A young deer. (2) adj. Pale brownish colour. 

Ex. lie was wearing a new fawn coat, 
fear (1) n.^ Distress of mind at the thought of danger. Ex. She 
has a great fear of the house catching fire. (2) v. To feel 
fear. Ex. She fears to go out in the dark by herself. A thing 
is said to be fearful or fearsome when it causes fear. Lightning 
might be fearsome. 

feast n. A very special meal, usually for some happy occasion. 
Ex. The farmer gave a feaxt to his workers when the harvest 
had been gathered in. They feasted and sang songs, 
feat (feet) n. A deed which requires special strength or courage. 
Ex. it was quite a feat for him to swim across that wide 
river. 

feature n. (a) A part of the face, such as the nose or chin. 
(6) A very noticeable or important (see important) part of 
an^^hing. Ex. The special feature of the film was its beautiful 
colouring. It is sometimes said that a film features (v.) a 
particular actor. That means that it makes Urn important 
and noticeable. • 

February (/eh-roo-a-re) n. The second month of the year, 
fee n. Payment for services of a special kind. We can pay fees 
to doctors, dentists and lawyers. 

feeble adj. Weak. Ex. The old man seemed very feeble. The 
baby gave a feeble cry. He cried feebly, 
feed V. (a) To give food to another. Ex. Feed baby first, (b) 
To eat food. Ex. The sheep were feeding in the meadow, 
feign (fane) v. Pretend. Ex. Some birds feign a broken leg, so 
as to attract, people away from their rests, 
feline (/ee-line) adj. Belonging to cats or the cat family. Ex. 

Lions and tigers belong to the feline race, 
felon (/el-on) n. One who had committed a felony^ and a felony is 
a very serious crime. 

felt n. Very tiuck material made by pressing wool very tightly. 
Ex. Men’s hats are often made of felt. 
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female adj. Women belong to the female sex, and a woman Is a 
female (n,). This applies to animals also. A female horse is a 
mare. 

femliilne (/em-in-in) adj. Belonging to the female sex, or con¬ 
nected with women. Ex, It is a feminine habit to be interested 
in fashions (see fashion). 

feo n. Land that liee very low and is usually wet. There is 
much fen land in Lincolnshire, 
fence n. A barrier round a garden or field, 
fence v. Fencing is a kind of imitation fighting with swords. 
It requires great skill, and the fencers do not mean to hurt 
each other. 

ferocious (fer-oh-shus) adj. Fierce, savage. Ex. He read a story 
of a feroewue wolf. It showed great 
ferocity. 

ferret n. A small animal which is used to 
chase rabbits and rats out of tiieir holes, 
ferry n. A boat used for carrying passengers 

and goods between two places, usually Ferret 

across a river. Ex, The ferry across the 
river Mersey between Liverpool and Birkenhead is much 
used. People are ferried (o.) across, 
fertile a4j. Fertile land is land that prcnlui^es good crops. It 
shows fertility. To fertilise the soil is to make it richer and 
able to produce better crops. For this purpose the land is 
spread with manure or other fertiHsers. 
fervent adj. Anxious and serious. Ex, A fervent appeal was 
made for the Christmas Fund for blind people. I'he appeal 
was made with fervour. 
fervid adj. Very much the same as fervent, 
festival n. Meetings held to express either rejoicing or thanks¬ 
giving, such as a harvest festival, or for competitions in music 
and dilhcing. 

festivity n, A feast or a kind of festival, where ;)eople have a 
festive (happy) spirit. 

fetch V. To go and bring someone or something. You can teach 
a dog to fetch a ball or a newspaper, 
fete (fate) n. A festival or happy gathering usually arranged to 
raise funds {see fund) for some hospital cr other gf)od work, 
fetter v. To fasten with chains especially round the feet. Ex. 
In olden tiroes prisoners were often fettered and shut up in 
dark prisons. 

feud (fewd) v. A bitter quarrel that goes on for a very long time 
between two people or famihes. 

fever (/ec-ver) n. A state in which the body has a high tempera¬ 
ture and racing pulse {see temperature and pulse), 
flanc^ (fe-ahn-se) n, A man who is engaged to be married. A 
woman who is engaged to be married is the man’s fiancee. 
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fiasco (fe-<»-ko) n. A complete failure. Ex. The open-air fete 
was a fiasco as the day was wet, and few people turned up. 
fickle adj. Changeable. The weather is sometimes said to be 
fickle. A fickle person is one who may change his mind after 
making a promise, and so cannot be trusted, 
fiction (^k-shon) n. A story which is not true but has been 
invented. Novels can be called fiction, and the characters 
in novels are fictitious (fik-ttsk-ous). 
fidelity (fy-dei-i-te) n. Faithfulness. Ex. Dogs often show great 
fidelity to their masters. 

fidget (fidj~et) v. To move restlessly. Ex. When you are in 
church you must sit still and not fidget. Do not be fidgety. 
fiend (feend) n. An evil spirit or person who takes pleasure in 
being wicked and cruel. Bluebeard had a fiendish nature, 
fierce (feerce) adj. Cruel, savage, not tame. Tigers are fierce, 
fiery (fy-eT-e) adj. Made of fire. We read in the Bible about 
Daniel not being harmed in the fiery furnace. When we say 
a person has a fiery temper, we mean he is hot-tempered— 
easily made angry. 

file (1) n. (a) A steel tool with a rough surface used for cutting 
or rubbing off roughness in wood or metal, (b) A row of 
people walking or standing one behind the other. Ex. The 
men had to walk in single file across the plank, 
filly n. A young female horse. 

ftlA n. Anything very dirty or nasty. A filthy thing is a very 
dirty thing. Ex. The house had been empty for years and was 
filthy inside. 

fin n. I’he part of a fish (like a small wing) by which it 
swims. 

final (./inc-al) adj. Last. The final words of a speech are the 
words that come at the end of it. AVhen we say that Tom 
finally decided not to join the club, we mean that he decided 
after all, after thinking about it, not to join. * 
financial (fi-nan-shal) adj. Connected with money. One who 
is in financial difiiculties is one who is in need of money, 
fine adj. (a) The opposite of coarse or rough. Ex, Fine silk or 
fine thread, (b) Tleasant and bright, when referring to 
weather. Ex. We had a fine day for our picnic. Fine is 
used as a word of praise for many things, for instance a 
fine picture, or book or person. 

fine V. To fine a person is to make him pay a sum of money 
as a punishment. Ex. Mr. B. was fined five pounds for keeping 
a dog without a licence {see licence). His fine (n.) was 
live pounds. 

finisli V. To bring to an end anytfdug one ha.s been doing. You 
can finisli yoiir sewing, or finish the book you have been 
reading. You can sa\ that the term finished with the 
prize-giving. 
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Hr n. A tall tree which bears cones and from which very good 
timber is obtained. 

fire>arm n. A gun. The Chinese are said to 
have invented gunpowder and fire-amis. 
fireman n. (a) A man specially trained to deal with 
buildings on fire. (6) The man who stokes 
(see stoke) the fire in a railway engine, 
firm (1) adj. Strong and steady. A yirm reply» 
a jirm shelf, a firm friendship. (2) n. The 
persons who own and nianage a business. Ex. 

The large stores were bought by a new firm. 
firmament n. The sky. 

firth n. A narrow branch of the sea into which a 
river runs. Ex. The Firth of Forth in Scotland, 
fist n. The closed hand. Ex, He shook his fist at 

the boy. A tight with fists is sometimes called fisiicuffs. 
fit (1) n. (a) A violent illness. Ex. Our puppy had a fit last week. 
(6) A mood (see mood). Ex. A fit of laziness or of ba*d temper. 
(2) adj. Able. In good health. Suitable. Ex. Father does 
not feel fit for work yet. Mother is very fit. These shoes 
are not fit to wear. (8) v. (a) To suit or be the right size. 
Ex. These shoes fit me. (b) To make suitable or usehil. Ex, 
Father fitted a new tyre on Harry^s bicycle, 
fix V. To arrange, or settle, or make firm. Ex. To fix a date 
for the holidays. To fix a nail in the wall. Wliatever is 
fixed in either of these ways is a fioeture. 
fizz V, To make a hissing or bubbling sound. Ex. He likes 
fizzy lemonade. 

flabby adj. Soft and loose. Ex. Some people shake hands in a 
fiabby way. 

flag n. A piece of coloured cloth fastened to a pole and used 
as a signal, or to represent some idea, such as one particular 
countr)i. The flag we know best is our Union Jack. The 
large flat stones used in making pavements are called flag- 
stones. 

flagon n. A large bottle, often with a handle. Ex. A fiagon of 
wine or cider. 

flake n. A small bit of anything that is light enough to float 
in the air, such as a flake of snow, 
flame n. The blaze from something burning. Ex. The building 
was soon in fiames. It was fiaming. 
flank n. (a'/ The side of an animal. Ex. The horse’s flanks 
were shining after he was brushed, (b) The side of an army. 
Ex. The army was attacked on its left flank. 
flannel n. Cloth made (tf sed't wool. Ex. He wore flannel (adj.) 
trousers. 

flare n. Something that blazes and can be used as a signal or to 
mack the way in a fog. Ex. A flare was lit at the cross-roa«is. 
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VaDuum 

flask 


flash (1) n. A sudden blaze of light seen only for a moment. 
Ex, A fiash of lightning. (2) o. (a) To make a flash. Ex. 
To JUuh a torch. (6) To move very quickly. 

Ex. The train fituhed past. 

flask (flahsk) n. A small bottle, usually suitable for 
carrying in the pocket. Vacuum flasks are bottles 
which keep liquids hot for several hours, 
flatter o. To praise insincerely; to pretend more 
admiration than one really feels. Ex. James 
flattered John by tdling him he was a splendid 
cricketer, but James did not mean it sincerely. 

11 was only flattery. He was only making flattering 
remarks. 

flavour (flay-ver) (1) n. Taste. Ex. This soup has 
a very good flavour. (2) v. To change the 
taste by adding something. Ex. What (hd you 
flavour it with 7 What sort of flavouring did you put in it 7 
flaw n. 'k fault or defect. Ex. There is a flam in this beautiful 
vase. There is a flaw in your plan: you have forgotten an 
important thing. 

flax n. The plant whose stalks give us the material from which 
linen is made. 

flea (flee) n. A very small jumping insect which bites animals 
and human beings. 

fledge (flej) u. To grow feathers. Ex. This bird is newly flexed. 

It is a fledglingt and can scarcely fly. 
flee n. To run away as quickly as possible. Ex. When the bull 
broke loose the people had to flee. They fled in all directions, 
fleece (1) n. The wool of a sheep. Ex. ** Its fleece was white as 
snow.** (2) V. To shear (cut the wool off) a sheep, 
fleet (1) n. A number of ships or boats sailing together for one 
purpose. Ex. A fishing fleeU or the British fleet. (2) adj. 
Very fast. Ex. The deer is ^se<-fooied. When ere say time 
is fleetingt we mean that ft is passing quickly, 
flexible adj. EasUy bent. Ex. Our legs and arms are flexible, 
and so is a cane. They have flexibility. 
flicker n. A short unsteady gleam of light, such as a candle 
gives before it goes out. 

flight n. (a) When birds or aeroplanes are flying through the 
air, they are said to be in flight. So is a ball when it is thrown 
in the air. We can watch their flight. (6) A staircase or 
set of stairs. Ex. She had to go up two flighU of stairs to 
her room. 

flimsy adj. Weak, not well made. Ex. The book was printed 
on flimsy paper. The natives bad built a flimsy bridge over 


the river. 

flinch V. To draw back in fear. Ex. He did not flinch when the 
dog jumped at him. 
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fling 9. To throw. Bx. He promised to fling a ball to me. He 
yiting it. 

flint n. Very hard kind of stone. Ex, If you strike a piece of 
iron or steel on flinty it vrill make sparks. That is how our 
early ancestors (see ancestor) first made firei and that is bow 
cigarette-lighters give a light nowadays, 
flit V, To fly lightly as a butterfly does, 
flitch n. A side of pig when made into bacon, 
float (flote) V, To rest on the surface of water. Ex, I always 
float for a little before I begin to swim. Wood floats, but a 
stone sinks. 

flock n. A number of animals or birds together in a group. Ex. 
A flock of sheep or of sparrows. 

floe (flo) n. A large flat piece of ice floating in the sea. Ex. 

Sailors in the Polar seas sometimes land on floes. 
flog V. To beat with a stick. Ex. Slaves in olden times were 
often flogged. They often got floggings. 
flood (flud) n. Water that has overflowed from rivers* or from 
unusui^y high tides. Ex. Heavy rain for a week caused great 
floods in some parts of Lincolnshire. These parts were flooded. 
floor (floie) n. The flat surface of a room on which one walks, 
flond (,/lor-al} adj. Made of flowers. A floral wreath is a wreath 
made of flowers. 

florin Olo-rin) n. A British silver coin worth two shillings, 
florist (^-rist) n. A shopkeeper who sells flowers. Ex. We 
looked at the lovely roses in the window, 

flounder (1) n. A flat fish used as food. (2) p. To stumble 
about in water or mud. Ex. A number of whales floundered 
about in the shallow harbour. 

flour n. Wheat ground into a very fine powder. Ex. Flour is 
used for making bread. 

flourish C/luf-ish) (1) fi. A display, such as b flourish of trumpets. 
(2) V. To grow well or get on well. Plants can flourish 
or a man can flourish in business, {b) To wave about. Bx. 
He flourished his cane when he saw me. 
flowery (j(Iou-er-e) adj. FuD of flowers. Ex. A flowery border 
in the garden. A flowery speech is one that has too many 
fine words in it and is not always itocere. 
flue (floo) n. A pipe through which smoke passes horn the fire-place, 
fluent {floo'Cat) adj. Flowing easily, especially words. A fluent 
person is one who never hesitates (see hesitate) for want of 
a word. Ke has great fluency. 

fluid ()loo-id) n. adj. Liquid, able to flow as water does. 
Water is a fluid, when it is not frozen (see freeze) into a solid. 
Fluid is the opposite of solid. 

flurry n. Great hurry and confusion. To be flurried is to be 
confused and upset. Ex, Aunt Jane is always flurried when 
she has to travel by train. 
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flush D. To blush or become red in the face. Ex, Mary flushed 
when her name was read out. A flush (n.) spread over her 
cheeks. 

fluster n. Very much the same as flurry, 
flute (floot) n. A wooden musical instrument played by 
blowing across a hole in its side. Ex. A flute being 
played in an orchestra sounds like the singing of a 
bird. 

flutter V. To flap the wings without flying away. 

Birds and butterflies often do this, 
foal n. A very young horse, not fully grown, 
foam n. Froth or bubbles. Ex. The tops of the waves 
broke into white foam. 

fodder n. Hay and grass, used as food for cattle and 
horses. 

foe n. • Enemy. Ex. Richard Coeur de Lion never feared 
A foe. 

fog n. *Thick mist (see mist). Ex. Ships cannot sail 
safely in fog. 

foil V. To prevent a person from doing something. Ex. 

He foiled all the gipsy’s attempts to kidnap the child. All 
the villain’s wicked plans were foiled. 
fold (1) n. A part of a held enclosed by fences for holding sheep. 
(2) V. To bend one part over another, as one folds a piece 
of cloth or a sheet of paper. 

foliage (fohhc-aje) n. The leaves of a tree or any plant. Ex. 

In autumn the foliage of the trees turns brown or red. 
folk (foke) n. People. We speak of old folk, country folk, etc. 
follow (fol’O) V. To come or go after. Ex. Follow him. Day 
follows night. A follower is one who follows or supports or 
■has the same beliefs. Ex. The followers of Martin Luther were 
called Lutherans. 

folly ft. Lack of sense ; foolishness. Ex, It was fo^y to give up 
his job before he had found another one. 
fond adj. (a) Loving. Ex. A fond mother. To be foii<l of is to 
enjoy or have a liking for. Ex. I am fond ut walking. I 
have a fondness for children. 

fondle (/on-dl) v. To caress iovmgiy. Ex. A. tnother fouMcs her 
baby. 

font n, The large stone basin in clmreh iioldiiig water with which 
babies are baptised, 

food n. Anything that is eaten by people or aniinrils an* nourish- 
ment. Ex. Grass is fond for cows but not for iii'ui. 
fool (1) n. (a) A stupid silly person. Ex. He was a fool to quarrel 
with his best friend. It was foolish of him. (6) Cooked 
fruit mixed with cream. Ex. (ioosehetry ftol. (2) x>. To 
deceive. Fx. He was completely fooled, and heljevt-d all the 
stranger said. 
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foolhardy adj. Taking foolish risks. Ex. It was foolhardy of 
him to jump out of the boat when he could not swim, 
foothold (/ool'hold) n. A place where one can put one's foot» 
especially in climbing. Ex. He had difficulty in finding a 
foothold on the cliffs. 

footlights n. The lights running along the front of a stage on 
the level of the floor of the stage, 
footman n. A man-servant in a large house, 
footnote n. A note at the foot of the page of a book, to explain 
something that has been stated. 

footplate n. The part of a railway engine on which the driver 
and fireman stand. 

forage (for-age) (1) n. Food for cattle and horses. (2) v. To 
search for forage as an army often has to do. Ex. The soldiers 
foraged until they found hay for their horses, 
foray (/or-ay) n. A* raid by armed men. Ex. The Scots used 
to lead many a foray across tlie Border, 
forbear (/or-bcar) n. See forebear. 

forbear (for-6arc) o. To hold oneself back ; to be patient. Ex. 
Try to forbear from quarrelling. Your father showed great 
forbearance when dealing with troublesome i>eopIe. 
forbid V. To order a person not to do something. Ex. Forbid 
him to bathe in the river till he can swim. That is forbidden. 
A person who looks cross and unpleasant is said to have a 
forbidding look. 

force (1) n. (a) Strength. Ex. He had to use forre to turn the 
key in the lock. (6) A group of men trained iti special duties 
such as the Police Force, or the forces engaged in a battle. 
(2) V. To make a person do something. Ex. He forced the 
small boy to give up the ball. 

ford n. A shallow part of a river where a man or horse could 
cross without swimming. To ford (n.) a river is to cross it 
at a foiili. 

forearm (/ore-arm) n. The part of the arm between wrist and 
elbow. 

forebear n. An ancestor. Ex. All his forebears were Scottish, 
forebode v. To have a feeling (a foreboding) that something bad 
is about to happen. 

forecast v. To tell beforehand. Ex. Newspapers often forecast 
the next day’s weather. They give a forecast (n.) of it. 
forefather n. A forebear or ancestor, 
forefinger n. The first finger next the -thumb, 
forefoot n. One of the front feet of an animal, 
forego V. See forgo. 

forehead (/or-hed) n. The front part of the head above the eyes. 
The brow. 

foreign (/or-en) adj. Belonging to another nation. A foreign 
mai. called a foreigncTf and he speaks a foreign language. 
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foreman n. The chief man either of a jury or of a group of 
workmen. 

foremost adj. The first or most important. Ex. The Captain's 
foremost thought was for the safety of the passengers, 
foresee v. To realise beforehand and be prepared. Ex. Mother 
foresaw that we should want some crackers so she bought 
some. That showed foresight (thoughtfulness), 
forest n. A large piece of land covered with trees. Ex. The 
forests of Siberia have many wild animals in them, 
foretaste n. A sample {see sample) of what is coming. Ex. 

This loveJy sunsliine is a foretaste of summer, 
foretell v. To teU beforehand. Ex. The gipsy claimed to be 
able to foretell the future (see future), 
forewarn o. To warn beforehand {see warn), 
forfeit (/or-flt) v. To lose something by your own fault. Ex. 

He forfeited the chance of a prize by being so careless, 
forge n. , The blacksmith’s lire in whicli he heats his tools. Ex. 

Children like to watch the blacksmith at his forge. 
forget ». Vilien you let a thing slip out of your mind, or your 
memory, you forget it. You might forget to do your French 
exercise. That would be forgetfulness. You should not be 
forgetful. 

forgive V. To bear no ill-will when someone has harmed you. 
Ex. You must forgive Jack for losing your bail. He did not 
mean to do it. You must he forgiving and eho^ forgiveness. 
forgo {tor-go} v. To do without; to give up. Ex. 

Mary was willing to forgo the pleasure of the drive, 
and let Susan go instead. 

fork n. One of the tools or implements (seeimplement) 
we use at meal-times. It has a han^^e and usually 
three or four prongs. Very large forks are used for 
turning over hay in the fields. When a road divides 
in two, like the letter Y, that is called a fork. Tl:e 
road forks (».) at that point, 
forlorn adj. Lonely and unhappy. Ex. Susie felt 
rather forlorn when her mother and father went 
away without her. 

form (1) n. (o) Shape. Ex. The pen-holder was in the 
form of a feather. (6) A class. Ex. John is now 
in the Third Form, (c) A seat. Ex. We all sat on 
a form, (d) A printed paper. Ex. We were all told 
to write our age and birthday on the form. (2) 

V. To make or plan. Ex. We mean to form a sketching club, 
formal adj. According to the usual form or manner. Ex. He 
wrote me 9.jormal letter which told me very little, 
formation (for-way-shon) n. An arrangement, or the way somfr> 

■ thing is formed. Ex. The aeroplanes were flying in formaHon 
(arranged in a particular way). 
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former adj. Earlier; having happened before. Ex. Aunt Mary’s 
former visit was remembered with pleasure, 
formidable (for-mid-a-bl) adj. Large and rather firightening. Ex. 

It is a formidable task. The old Admiral looked formidcble. 
forsake v. To leave, sometimes to neglect. Ex. The bird was 
seen to forsake its young in the nest. They were forsaken, 
fort n. A place fortified for purposes of war. 
forthwith adv. Immediately. Ex. Tell him to corae forthwith, 
fortify V. To make stronger, usually in order to resist an attack 
by an enemy. This is done by building fortijications (/or<-i- 
fic*ay-shon8). 

fortitude (/or-ti-iewd) n. Strength of mind. Courage and 
patience in time of suffering. Ex. lie bore his long illness 
with quiet fortitude. 

fortnight n. (Fourteen nights.) Two weeks. A thing, such as a 
concert, which happens once every fortnight is said to happen 
fortnightly. 

fortress n. A fortified town or place {see fortify), 
fortune «. (a) A large amount of money. Ex. Wlien he died 

he left a great/ortune to his son. (b) The kind of luck one has 
in one’s hfe. We may have good fortune^ and then we are 
fortunate. If we have ih fortune, we are unfortunate. 
forward (l) o. To send on in advance. Ex. I will forward my 
luggftg®- Please/onrard this letter. (2) ado. Towards what 
is in front. Ex, He stepped forward. He looked forward to 
Christmas. 

foster-mother n. A woman who brings up someone else’s child 
as if it were her owu. 

foul adj. Dirty. Ex. The water in the pond was foul. It had a 
/otd smell. 

found V. To begin something such as a building, a business, or 
a church. Ex. Tliis hospital was founded 200 years ago. 
The fofiftdation of the hospital has been a great blessing to the 
town. The foundation of a building also means the part 
below the ground on which the rest is built. If one person 
supplies most of the money for the building of the hospital, 
school, etc., he is known as the founder. 
founder (1) n. See found. (2) v. To sink, as a ship may do 
when damaged and taking in water, 
foundry n. A factory or workshop where metals are melted and 
shaped. 

fountain n. A spout or jet of water coming firom a pipe and 
falling into a basin. Ex. The fountains at Versailles are 
famous. A fountain-pen is one that has a supply of ink 
inside itself which fiows to the nib while the pen is being 
used. 

fowl n. Bint, especially of the kinds we eat, such as chicken, 
duck, etc. Ex. Fowls are often kept in back gardens. 



FOX 


108 


FRE 


fox n. A wild animal, of the dog family, reddish-brown in colour. 
It eats rabbits and fowls and is hunted in 
England for sport. 

foxglove n. A tall flowering plant. Its flowers 
are shaped like the fingers of a glove, 
fraction (/roA-shon) n. A part of an3i;hing. 

A half is a fraction and so is a quarter, 
fractious (frak-shua) adj. Cross. Ex. Baby 
is fractious just now because she is cutting 
a new tooth, and it hurts, 
fracture v. To break. Ex. Mary fractured her arm when she fell, 
fragile (/rcj-ile) adj. Easily broken or spoiled. Ex. This glass is 
fragile ; be careful with it. 

fragment n. A piece broken off. Ex. The cup was smashed and 
lay in fra^nents on the floor. 

fragrant (/ray-grant) adj. Having a sweet smell. Ex. These 
roses are fragrant. They have a delightful fragrance. 
frail (fralc) adj. Not at all strong. Ex. The boat was too frail 
to go out in such a sea. Grandmother is becoming very 
frail in her old age. 

frame v. To surround by a border, as one frames a picture. 

Ex. This picture is framed in oak. It is in an o&k frame (n.). 
franc (frank) n. The commonest French coin. The prices of 
French articles are usually given in francs, as ours are in 
pounds or shillings. 

franchise (/ran-shize) n. The right to vote for Members of Par¬ 
liament. Women got the franchise after the first World War. 
frank adj. Open and without deceit. Ex. He was quite frank 
with me, and told me exactly what be had done. I was 
glad of his frankness. 

frantic adj. Very excited, usually with grief or fear or pain. 
Ex. She was frantic when she heard her little boy had been 
hurt. She was almost in h frenzy. 
fraternal (fra-fer-nal) adj. Brotherly. Ex. A fraternal greeting 
was given to all the new members. They were then made 
members of the fraternity. 

fraud (frawd) n. A trick or a wny of cheating someone. Ex, 
The man had made money by fraud. He sold coloured water, 
pretending it was medicine. 

fray (1) n. A fight. (2) v. To wear away into loose threads by 
rubbing. Ex. Your collar is beginning to fray. 
freak n. Something odd and not natural. At fairs one some¬ 
times sees a freak, such as a bearded lady or a dwarf. Such 
people are freakish. 

freckle n. Small brown spots on the skin made by the hot sun. 
freedom n. The state of being free, having liberty. Ex, Britain 
is a land oi freedom, in which everyone can express his opinions 
without fear. 
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freeze v. To turn into ice, as water does when cold enough. Then 
it is frozen, 

French (frensh) adj. Belonging to France, as the French language, 
or the French viUages. 
frenzy (fren-xe) n. See frantic. 

frequent (/ree-kwent) (1) adj. Happening often. Ex. There are 
frequent buses to Waterloo. (2) v. {(re-kwent). To visit 
often. Ex. We all frequent the Park on fine Saturday after¬ 
noons. 

fresh adj. New, clean, unspoiled. Ex. A fresk loaf, a fresh hand¬ 
kerchief, a fresh breeze. You can freshen flowers by putting 
them in water. That brings back their freshness. 
fret V. To worry. Ex. Mother could not help fretting when 
Tommy was ill. To be fretful is to be inclined to complain : 
to be hard to please. Ex. Baby was fretful when she was 
cutting her last tooth. 

friar (fry-Br) n. A monk. , 

friction (/rife-shon) n. Rubbing. Ex. Ihc steps of the Cathedral 
were worn by the friction of the pilgrims’ feet. 

Friday (fry-day) n. The sixth day of the week, 
frigate (frig-at) n. A large sailing vessel. 

fright (fWte) n. Sudden fear. Ex. You gave me a fright. You 
frightened me. A thing that is frightening is frightful. Ex. 
There was a frightful thunderslonn. 
frigid (frij-id) adj. Very cold. 'I'he word is often applied to a 
person, and means cold, unfriendly, not inten^sted. Ex. 1 
expected a friendly welcome, but Mrs. A. was frigid to me. 
fringe (frinj) n. A border of hanging threads such as one often 
sees on a shawl. Sometimes a girl has a fringe of hair covering 
part of her brow. 

frisky adj. Lively, inclined to jump. Ex. Young lambs are frisley. 
fritter (1) n. A slice of fruit or meat fried in batter. (2) v. To 
fritter kway your time or your money is to spend it uselessly, 
a little bit at a time, getting no result from it. 
frivolous (friv-o-lm) adj. Not serious, inclined to be silly. Ex. 
Mary used to be frivolous and cared for nothing but parties 
and fun. 

frock n. Dress. Ex. Mary bought a pretty 
new frock. 

frog n. A small animal with webbed feet like 
a duck’s : it lives partly on land and 
partly in ponds. 

frolic V. To play about and have fun. 
frontier (frunt-e-er) n. The dividing line 
between two countries. Ex. Frontiers are 
often guarded by soldiers. 

frontispiece (/run-tis-piece) n. The picture at the beginning of 
a book opposite the title-page. 
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frost n. Great coldness of the aiz» which turns water into ice, 
and makes it freeze. This happens in frosty weather, 
froth n. A mass of tiny bubbles, such as we see on the surface 
of a 0zzy drink, or on a wave of the sea when it breaks on the 
sand. Ex. The surface is frothy. 

frown V. To show displeasure or anger by drawing down the 
eyebrows. Ex, Father frowned when he saw the toast was 
burned. 

frozen (froh-zen) adj. See freeze. 

frugal (/roo-gal) adj. Careful not to waste anything or to spend 
too much money. Ex, Mrs. A. is a frttgal housekeeper, 
fruitful (/rooi’ful) adj. Producing a good crop of fruit, com, etc. 
A teacheris work among children can also be fruitful, pro* 
ducing good results in character and education. 
fr*uitless adj. The opposite of fruitful—having no good results; 
useless. Ex. Drake’s first attempts to sail round the Horn 
'srere fruitless. 

fuel (few-el) n. Material for burning to produce heat, such as 
coal, wood or peat. 

fugitive (/ra?-ji>tiv) n. One who runs away, especially from danger. 

Ex. Deserters (see desert) from an army are fugitives, 
fulfil V. To carry out (a duty) or do what is required. Ex. The 
gardener fulfils his duty faithfully, and always fulfils his 
promises too. 

fumble V. To move clumsily with the hands. Ex. She fumbled 
in her bag for some money, 

fumes (fewms) n. Smoke that is strong and bitter^smeiling. Ex, 
Open tbs window for this stove is giving out strong/u9n«:!S. 
fumigate v. To disinfect by smoko or vapour. Ex. Mother 
had my bedroom well fumigated after I had scarlet fever, 
function (/urt/f-shon) n. The natural action of anything. Ex. 
The function of a telescope is to make distant objects, such 
as stars, seem near. 

fund n. An amount of money set apart for a special purpose. 
Ex. A fund was collected to help the blind people in our 
village. 

funeral (/ero-ner-al) n. The ceremouy of burying the dead, 
fungus n. A very well-known fungus is the mushroom, 
funk (1) n. Fear. Ex. The boy showed/unk (or was in a funk) 
when be heard he was to be punished. (2) v. To be aftuid 
of, and try to avoid. Ex. He funked his swimming lesson, 
funnel n. The large chimney of a railway engine or a ship, 
fur n. The short soft hair of such animals as the squirrel or the 
seal. Women’s coats are sometimes made of fur, and the 
man who sells furs is a furrier, 

furious (/cw-rc'Us) odjf. Very angry. Ex. Father was furious 
when he beard that the man next door had kicked our dog. 
He was in a fury. 
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furlong n. An eighth part of a mile. Eae. The horses galloped 
for the last furlong. 

furnace n. A closed fireplace such as is used in factories, ships, 
and railway engines. Em. The stoker (sse stoke) was busy 
•hovelling coke into the furnace. 

furnish n. To supply, especially with furniture for a room, 
house or office. The furniture of a house includes tables, 
chairs and beds, which make it comfortable to live in. Em, 
Mother is bu 3 dng new furniture for the dining-room. She 
is going to furnish it very nicely. 

furrow n. The tiencb or groove dug by a plough. Em. A good 
ploughman can drive a straight furrow with Ids plough, 
furtive (fur-tiv) adj. Secret, sly, deceitful-looking, Em. We 
knew by the man's furtive manner tiiat he was planning to 
do something wrong. 

fuss n. db V. Unnecessary wc <y and Ixsther about small things. 
Em. Do not fuss (or do not make a Juss) if there is no cake 
for tea. Do not he fussy 
funty adj. See nuisty. 

futile (/ero-tile) a<fj. Useiesa. Em. John r-.Hdf a futile attempt 
to rescue the baby sparrow from the cal 
future (few-leyJT) (1) n. I'he time that is Em. We must 

put aside some money for our needs in the future. (2) adj. 
Ex. James’s future career depends on how weH he does at 


G 

gabble 0 . To talk very fast and riot distinctly. E^t. Tormny 
just gabbled his recitation and no one could hear what it was 
about, 

gable n. The end piece of the top of a house, showing the shapes 
of the roof. Ex. The bouses ol Elizabeth Tudor’s time often 
had their gables facing the street. 

gadfly fi. I'he horse-fly which stings horses and other animals. 

gadget (gad-jet) n. Any useful little thing made to serve a special 
purpose ; for instance, a bottle opener, or a potato peeler. 

gag (1) n. Something pushed into a person's mouth to prevent 
1dm from speaking. (2) n. To push something into a person's 
mouth in this way. Ex. The burglar had gagged the watch¬ 
man. 

gaiety (gaj/-e-te) n. gay. 

gain (1) n. What has been won or obtained (see obtain). There 
is an old proverb that says : There are no gains without pains. 
(2) o. To obtain or win. Ex. John gained a high place in 
the class by his hard work. 
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gainsay v. To contradict. Ex. He was sure of his facts, and no 
one could gainsay him. 

gait n. Way of walking. Ex. He has a slow and heavy gait. 
gaiter n. A covering for the leg below the knee. Babies wear 
woollen gaiters and farm workers often wear leather gaiters, 
gala 71. See festival and fdte. Ex. The gala held on Empire Day 
was a great success. 

gale 71. A strong wind. Ex. The gak drove many seagulls inland, 
gallant (1) adj. Brave. Ex. The crowd cheered the fireman’s 
gallant rescue {see rescue) of the child. 

They admired his gallantry. (2) ti. Gay 
young gentlemen used to called 
gallants. 

galleon (gal-e-on) n. A large sailing ship 
of bygone days. Ex, Spanish galleons 
were often chased by pirates {see pirate), 
gallery n.., (a) A long narrow passage built 
"“'above a room or hall so that from it one 
can look down into the room. That Galleon 

kind of gallery is often to be seen in a 

church or a theatre, (ft) A hall in which paintings are dis¬ 
played, such as the National Gallery, 
galley (gal-e) n. (a) A small ship of olden days, rowed by oars, 
(ft) The kitchen of a sliip. Ex. The galley fire could not be 
lighted owing to the storm, and the sailors had no hot food 
for two days. 

gallon 71. A measure for liquids. A gallon is equal to eight pints. 
Ex. Many gallons of milk were lost when the lorry over¬ 
turned. 

gallop V. WTien a horse is moving as fast as it can, it gallops. 

Ex. We saw a rider having a gallop (n.) over the Downs, 
gallows 71. Wooden posts set up when a criminal {see crime) is 
to be hanged. 

galore adv. In great quantities. Ex. At our picnic we had 
cherries galore. 

gamble v. To play games with cards for money. One who 
does so is a gambler. 

gambol V. To play and run about. Ex. We watched the lambs 
gambolling in the field. 

game (1) n. (a) Amusement, play, such as football, musical 
chairs, ludo. (ft) Certain animals or birds that are hunted 
for sport or for food, such as the hare and the pheasant. 
Ex. You can see plenty of game in the shops at Christmas. 
(2) adj. Brave, plucky. Ex. Tommy is not very strong but 
he is always game, and never wants to give in. 
gamekeeper ti. The man who it* employed to look after the 
game (animals and birds) on an estate, 
gander ti. The male of the goose. 
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gang n. A number of people acting together either for s good 
purpose, such as a gang of workmen, or for a bad purpose, 
such as a gang of thieves, 
gangster n. A man who belongs to a gang 
of very bad people and often carries a 
gun for evil purposes. 

gangway n. A bridge of planks placed be¬ 
tween ship and landing-stage, by which 
passengers may embark (see embark) and 
disembark. 

gaol (jale) n. A prison. Ex. The thief was Gangway 

sent to gaol for six months. The men 
who are employed to look after the prisoners are gaolers, 
gap n. An empty space between two things. Ex. A gap between 
houses where one has been pulled down, or a gap between teeth 
where one has been taken out. 

gape V. To stare with mouth open. Ex. Tommy was so siirjirised 
when he saw the monkey on the barrel-organ that he could 
only stand and gape. * 

garage (gar-ahj) n. A building where a car is housed, or a repair 
shop where cars are attended to. Ex. The headmaster’s house 
has a garage built on to it. 

garb 7t. Clothing. Ex. The usual garb of the Scottish Higlilander 
was once the kilt. 

gardener (gar-den-er) n. One who works in a garden, planting, 
digging and weeding. 

gargle v. To rinse (see rinse) the throat with liquid which one 
does not swallow. Ex. Mother makes us gargle every night 
in winter, so as to prevent colds. 

garish (garc-ish) adj. Showy, vulgarly bright. Ex. The ice¬ 
cream shop was painted in garish colours, 
garland n. A wueath of flowers or leaves, usually worn on the head. 

Ex. The native Prince appeared, wearing a garland of flowers, 
garlic n. A plant that smells and tastes like onions but is stronger. 

Ex. Italians are very fond of garlic in their food, 
garment n. Any article of clothing. Ex. Tommy and Susan 
wore their oldest garments at the seaside, 
garnish v. To decorate (see decorate), especially food. Ex. For 
supper we had cold beef, garnished with parsley, 
garret n. A room at the top of a house just under the ceiling. 
Ex. The old artist was living in a garret with very little 
furniture. 

garrison n. Troops guarding a city or seaport, etc. 
garrulous (gar-yew-lus) adj. In the habit of talking too much. 

Ex. The old woman is very garrulous. 
garter n. A band worn round the leg to hold the stocking up. 
gash n. A long deep cut. Ex, Tommy got a nasty gash in his 
leg when he fell off his bicycle. 
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gasometer (gas-om-et-er) n. A- very large tank (see tank) for 
storing gas. 

gasp V. To struggle for breath, usually when surprised or bright¬ 
ened. Ex, John gasped when he saw the bull had got out of 
the field. 

gathering n. A number of people who have come together for 
some purpose such as a meeting or a party. Ex. There 
was a great gatiuring of country people at the Cattle Show, 
gaudy (gawd-e) adj. Showy, garish (see garish). Ex. Mary has 
got a rather gaudy new hat. 

gaunt adj. Thin. Ex, During the famine in China the gaunt faces 
of the natives were pitiful. 

gauntlet n. A glove with a wide cuff attached to it. Ex, The 
Guardsmen wear gaunUeis when riding in full uniform, 
gauae n. A very finely woven material, like fine net. Ex, On 
the stage, a gauze curtain was used to represent a cloud, 
gay adj. Cheerful, merry, lighthearted. (Sometimes we say that 
flowers look gay.) Ex, Mary answered me gaily. She is very 
fond of gaiety. That means she likes being gay and enjoys 
amusements. 

gaze o. To look long and steadily at some¬ 
thing. Ex. When Baby is in her pram she 
gazes up at the sky. 

gazelle (ga-zel) n. A kind of deer. Ex. The 
leopard hunts the gazelle. 
gear n. A piece of machinery. Bicycles and 
motor-cars have gear-wheels, 
gelatine (^el-a-teen) n. A substance we can 
buy as a powder, or in crystals, which, 
when dissolved (see dissolve) in a liquid. Gazelle 

turns into jelly. 

gem (jem) n. A Jewel, such as a diamond. 

general (1) n. A soldier of very high rank. Ex. The Duke of 
Wellington was a famous general. (2) adj. Usual,* or refer¬ 
ring to a number of different things. Ex. As a general rule 
Mother gets up at seven o'clock. A general store is a shop 
that sells many different kinds of things, 
generation (jen-er-ay-shon) n. People of about llie same age 
who are Uving at the same time are of the same generation. 
Their children belong to the next, or younger, generation. 
Many families have photographs of three generations, show¬ 
ing children, parents, and grandparents, 
generous (jen-er-us) adj. Kind-hearted and willing to ^ve 
things to other people. Ex. Aunt Mary is very generous and 
gives us lovely presents on our birthdays. She shows great 
generosity. 

genial (jee-ne-al) adj. Pleasant and cheerful. Ex. The head¬ 
master has a genial way of talking to the boys. 




GEN 115 GIF , 

genie (jee-ne) n, A kind of fairy that one reads about in The 
Arabian Nights and other stories. 

genius (/ee-ne-us) ti. An esEtremely clever brain, or the person 
who has such a brain. 

genteel (jen-teei) adj. This is a rather old-fashioned word mean¬ 
ing well-bred or ladylike. Ex, The old lady was careful in 
her speech, and in every way very genteel, 
gentile n, dt adj. In the Bible, all those who are not Jews are 
called gentiles. 

gentle adj. Mild, quiet, not rough or severe, 
genuine (jen-yew-in) adj. Real, not imitation {see imitate). Ex, 
Mrs. Brown's sorrow at her cousin's deatii was genuine. She 
was very fond of her. These are not genuine pearls. 1 bought 
them for a shilling. 

geography (je-og-ra-fe) n. The description of the mountains, 
rivers, cities, etc., that are on the surface of the earth. Ex, 
No one can learn geography without using maps, 
geology (je-oZ-o-je) n, ITie description of the rocl^s of which 
the earth is made. Ex, The study of geology has taught us 
a great deal about how old the earth is. 
geometry (Je-om-et-re) n. Geometry teaches us all aL>out measure¬ 
ments {see measure). Ex. By using geometry we can measure 
the height of mountains, or the distance of the stars from the 
earth. 

germ (jerm) n. A very tiny living thing (too BmoU to be seen) 
that can cause disease. 

gesticulate (jes-fi/c-yew-late) v. To convey (see convey) what you 
mean by waving your hands and arms about. When you do 
that, you make gesticulatiovs. Ex. The boy was too far off 
to be beard, but he showetl by gesiiculaiions that he was in 
diihculiies. 

gesture (jest-yva) n. A movement of the hand, arm' cr head 
to ^^press what you mean. To nod your head, or to raise 
your cap to a lady, is a gesture. Ex. Frenchmen use more 
gestures than Englishmen when speaking, 
geyser (gec-zer) n. A kind of boiler, worked by electricity or gas, 
for heating water. There are also natural geysers (springs of 
boiling water) in Iceland, 
ghastly (goA^Me) adj. Horrible, dreadful. 

ghost (gohst) n. The spirit of a dead person returning to earth. 

This often happens in stories but not in fact (see fact), 
giant (jy-ant) n. A very, very tall person. Ex. You may remem¬ 
ber the old story of Jack-the-gianZ-killer. 
giddy adj. See dizzy. 

gift ft. Something that has been given. Ex. Susan had some 
nice gifts on her holiday. 

gifted ad^. Clever. Able to do some things very well. Ex. He 
is a gifted boy, and it is a pity he cannot stay longer at schooL 
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gig n. A two-wheeled carriage drawn by a horse. Ex. The 
farmer always drove to market in a 
gig until he bought a car. 
gigantic (jy-gan-tik) adj. Extremely 
large, enormous. Ex. Some icebergs 
are gigantic^ and make large ships 
look like toys beside them, 
giggle {gig‘gl) V. To laugh in a silly 
way without good reason. Ex. The 
new girl in our form is always 
gigglings perhaps because she is shy. 
gild i». To cover with gold or gold paint. Ex. Some picture 
frames are gilded, and then we say they are gilt frames, 
gill (gil) n. (a) The pai-t of a fish through which it breathes. 

(h) (jil) A small measure of liquid, about a small teacupful. 
gilt n. See gild. 

gimlet n. A tool for boring small holes in wood, 
ginger (jin^jer) n. The root of a plant having a hot taste, used 
as medicine and also for making gingerbread, ginger ale and 
ginger-wine. 

gingham (ging-am) n. A kind of cotton cloth used for making 
dresses. 

gipsy (jip-se) n. A person belonging to a tribe {see tribe) of dark- 
skinned people who do not live in houses but move about, 
living in tents and caravans {see these words), 
girafife (jir-a/t/) n. A very tall animal, having a very long neck 
and long legs. 

gird V. To fasten on, as for instance a sword, 
girdle n. A belt to go round the waist. 

girth n. (a) The measurement round anything. Ex. The girth 
of this tree is 8 feet, {b) Part of the harness of a horse, 
gist (jist*) n. The main point of a statement. Ex, I have not 
time to tell you all he said, but the gist of it is you are 
to go to London with him on Monday, 
glacier {glas-yer) n. A mass of frozen snow moving slowly down 
the side of a high mountain. Ese. When a glacier comes to 
an end in the sea, great pieces break off and float away as 
icebergs. 

glade n. An open space in a wood or forest, 
glamour (g/am-er) n. Charm, which makes things seem better 
than they really are. Ex. The sunset cast a glamour over 
the ruined castle. 

glance n. db v. A quick look (or to take a quick look) at some¬ 
thing. Ex. I have only just glanced at his letter, 
glare (l) n. Light so bright as to be dazzling. Ex. The glare 
of the sunshine on the sea made my eyes ache. (2) v. To 
stare angrily. Ex, The little boys were glaring at each other 
as if they meant to fight. 
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glaze V. (a) To fix glass as in a window. The man who does 
this is a glazier {glay-ze-et). (6) To cover with a glassy 
material, as is done to pottery (earthenware), 
gleam (l) n. A small beam or ray of light. Ex. A gkam broke 
through the stormy clouds. (2) o. To shine. Ex, The sea 
gleamed in the sunlight. 

glean c. To gather up corn left behind by the reapers. To col* 
lect information or news. Ex, Mary’s letter was so short that 
I did not glean much from it. 

glee n. Joy. Ex. The children were full of gUe when the holi¬ 
days began. 

glen n. A narrow valley between mountains. Ex. The Scottish 
glem are some of the most beautiful in the world, 
glide V. To move easily and smoothly. Ex. The skaters were 
gliding gracefully over the ice. 

glider n. An aeroplane with no engine which is kept up by the 
air like a kite. 

glimmer n. A very faint light. Ex. They could se^ a glimmer 
of light through the blind. 

glimpse n. A very hurried look at something. Ex. John got 
just a glimpse of a squirrel on the tree, 
glisten (g^is-en) n. To shine. Ex. The lake glistened in the 
sunshine. 

glitter V. To sparkle with light. Ex. The stars glittered in the 
frosty air. Aunt Susan wore a glitterii^ necklace, 
gloat V. (a) To gaze with evil satisfaction. Ex. The ^hief gloated 
over the stolen jewels. (6) To take pleasure in someone else’s 
unhappiness. Ex. Hitler gloated over the defeat of France, 
globe n. A ball. The earth, or a model of the eartli. Ex. He 
has travelled all over the globe. A large ball on which a map 
is printed representing the whole world. Ex. Father says he 
learned most of his geography from a globe, 
gloom n. Darkness or unhappiness. Ex. The house seemed to 
be filled with gloom. It was gloomy. November is often a 
gloomy month, with fog and bad weather, 
glory (glore^e) n. Great praise or honour or fame. Ex. The early 
Christians won glory by refusing to give up their religion even 
when tortured (see torture). They set us a glorious example. 
We are taught to glorify God—that is to give Him praise and 
honour. 

glossary n. A list of difficult or unusual words. Ex. This book 
on beetles has a glossary to explain some of the hard words, 
glossy adj. Having a shiny surface. Ex, Some kinds of shoe- 
leather arc glossy. A table can have a glos^ surface, 
glow (gloh) n. (a) A low but steady light coming from heat, not 
from a flame. Ex. You can see a glow coming from cinders 
after the fire has died down, (b) A feeling of warmth, such 
as you get after taking exercise in cold weather. Glowing 
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means shining with heat—or you might be glowing with 
happiness. 

glower (gloto-er) o. To look at someone angrily. He did 
not reply, but only glowered at me. 
glue (gloo) n. A kind of sticky substance or semi-liquid made for 
fixing things together. Ex. Father mended my pencil-case 
with glue. He glued the pieces together, 
glum adj. Gloomy-Iooking. Ex. The new boy looked rather 
glum on his first day at school. 

glut fi. Too much of something—more than can be used. Ex. 

There was a glut of fish in Yarmouth for two days, 
glutton n. One who loves eating and eats too much. To do this 
is gliMony. To be gluttonous is to be greedy about food, 
gnarled (nahrld) adJ. Twisted. The word is very often applied 
to the branches of the oak tree, 
gnash (nash) 0. To snap the teeth together in anger, 
gnat (nat) n. A small fly that bites. 

gnaw (nay) 0. To scratch away with the teeth. Ex. The mice 
gnawed a small hole in the floor while the dog was gnawing 
his bone. 

goad (gode) n. A pointed stick used for driving cattle or other 
animals. To goad (v.) is to drive or urge a person on to do 
something against Ids will. 

goal (gole) n. The thing one is aiming to reach, either in a serious 
matter such as one’s work, or in a game. Ex. In football the 
goal is the pair of posts between which the ball has to be kicked, 
gobble 0. To swallow food greedily and noisily. Ex. You must 
not gobble your food. The noise the turkey makes is called 
gobbling. 

goblin n. An elf or mischievous spirit such as one reads of in 
fairy tales. 

goldfinch n. A small bird with yellow wings. Ex. A flock of 
goldfinches were feeding on thistle-seeds. ^ 

goldfish n. A very small fish with gold-coloured scales. Ex. 
James keeps thme goldfish in a bowl and feeds them on ants* 
eggs. 

golf n. A game played on grass with a small 
hard bi^ and long sticks called clubs, 
gondola (gon-do-la) n. A long narrow boat 
used on the canals of Venice. They are 
paddled by men who are called gondoliers 
Igon-do-leers), 

gong n. A circular piece of metal which gives 
a loud ringing sound when struck. Ex. In 
our school, the gong is sounded at eleven 
o'clock for the morning break, 
gooseberry n. A Juicy berry of greenish colour, with a hairy 
skin. Ex, Gooseberry tart is a favourite English dish. 
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tore (1) n. Blood. (2) d. To pierce with horns. Bm, The bull 
tried to gore the farmer’s boy, but was driven off in time, 
gorge (1) n. A very narrow passage (or pass) between high cliffs 
or mountains. Ex. The Cheddar Gorge in Somerset is very 
famous. (2) n. To eat greedily. 

gorgeous (gor-jus) adj. Magnificent. Having a very fine appear¬ 
ance. Ex. There was a gorgeous sunset last night, 
gorilla n. One of the apes. The largest animal that can walk 
upright like a man. 

gorse n. A prickly shrub with sweet-smelling yellow fiowers, 
sometimes called furze, or whin, 
gosling n. Young goose. 

gospel n. The Gospels are the first four books of the New Testa¬ 
ment, describing the life and teachings of Jesus Christ, 
gossamer (goss-a-mer) n. Fine threads of cobweb found floating 
in the air or attached to bushes. 

gossip c. d> n. Chat about unimportant things, or about other 
people’s private affairs. A gossip (n.) is one who does this, 
gout (gowt) n. A painful swelling of the smaller joints, especially 
the toe. Ex. The old gentleman was troubled with govt. 
govern v. To rule. One who rules over part of the land belong¬ 
ing to his country is a governor. A lady who teaches children 
in their own homes is a governess. The government consists 
of the principal men in Parliament, who riffe the country, 
gown fi. A woman’s dress. A loose cloak worn on certain 
occasions by members of universities, ministers, judges and 
lawyers. 

grab V, Snatch (see snatch). Ex. You must not grab a piece of 
cake without swking for it. 

grace n. (a) Divine love or mercy. Ex. The old man said he 
had lived to be eighty, by the grace of God. (b)>A short 
prayer of thanks before or after a meal. Ex. Mother says 
groc'Sswhen father is not at home to do it. (c) Beauty of 
appearance or movement. Ex. Mrs. A. gave away the prizes 
with great grace. She was very grao^td. She was also 
gracious, which means kindly, pleasant, and not proud, 
grade c. To arrange in groups or classes, which are called 
grades (n.), according to ability, quality, size or price, 
gradual (grod-yew-ai) adj. Going step by step. Ex. The im¬ 
provement in mother’s health was so gradual that we scarcely 
noticed it. But gradually she got better and better, 
grain (grane) n. (a) The smallest quantity of anything. Ex. A 
grain of salt, (b) Various kinds of com, such as wheat, oats, 
maize, etc. Ex. Fast sailing-ships used to bring grain from 
Austrsdia. 

grammar n. Grammar teaches ns the right way to use words 
when speaking and writing. We have to learn to speak and 
write grammatical (that is, correct) English. 
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gramophone (gram-o-tohn) n, A machine which reproduces (see 
reproduce) music and speeches on discs (see discs) which we 
call gramophone records. 

granary (gren-a-re) n. A place where grain is stored. Ex. Huge 
granaries are built at ports where ships come to load up with 
grain. 

grand adj. Splendid, magnificent. Ex. The Duke looked grand 
in his Naval uniform. A Royal wedding is a scene of great 
grandeur (grand-yur). 

granite n. A very hard stone much used for building. It is 
often used as an edge for pavements where specially hard 
stone is needed. 

grant (1) n. An allowance or gift of money for a special purpose. 
Ex. The Government helped small fishing villages by giving 
them a grant for the building of safe harbours for their boats. 
(2) t?. To give or agree to. Ex. He granted my request. 

granulate v. To rub down into grains. Ex. We all use granu¬ 
lated sugar. 

grape n. A sweet fruit which grows on a climbing plant called 
a vine. 

graphic (graff-ic) adj. Very clear. Ex. He gave me such a 
graphic description of the wedding—it was like seeing a picture 
of it. 

grapple v. To seize and struggle to keep hold of. A grappling 
iron is a kind of anchor, and we sometimes say we grapple 
with a difficulty. 

grasp V. To take hold of firmly. Ex. If you grasp a nettle 
firmly it will not sting you. We can also grasp the meaning 
of a lesson. When we say a person 
is grasping, we mean that he is selfish or 
greedy. 

grasshopper n. A small, greenish, jumping 
insect that is usually found in long grass. 

grate (1) n. The place in a room where the 

fire burns. Ex. Put some more coal in Grasshopper 

the grate. (2) u. To rub down into very 
small pieces. Ex. ^Vill you please grafts some cheese for me ? 
Do this on the grater. 

grateful adj. Thankful for kindness. Ex. The campers were 
grateful to the farmer for the use of his field. They expressed 
(see express) their gratitude to him. 

gratify v. To please or satisfy. Ex. Father was much gratified 
when John won the first prize for English. It was a great 
gratification to him. He said it was very gratifying. 

gratis adv. Free of charge ; for nothing. Ex. Admission to the 
Fair was gratis, but the side-shows w ere threepence each. 

gratuity (gra-tewi-i-te) n. An extra reward or payment for some 
service, such as a tip to a porter or a waiter. 
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grave (1) n. Place in which the dead are buried. Ex» We placed 
some flowers on the gram. The stone erected above a grave 
is a gravestone. The large public garden in which the graves 
are dug is a graveyard. (2) adj. Serious or important. 

There was grave news in mother’s letter this morning, 
gravel (grao-el) n. A mixture of small stones and sand for laying 
on paths in gardens. 

gravy (gray-ve) n. The juice that comes from meat while it is 
being roasted. 

graze v. To feed on grass. Ex. The cows were put out to 
graze. 

grease (greece) n. Melted fat. Ex. There is too much greaze in 
the pan. The soup looks greasy. 

grease (greeze) v. To put grease on. Ex. The workman was 
told to grease the wheels. 

great (grate) adj. Large or important or distinguished (see dis* 
tinguish). Ex. A great crowd, a great man, a great success. 
We read of the greatness of l^ord Nelson, 
greedy adj. Too fond of eating, and inclined to take too much 
food, especially when there is something very m'ce. No one 
admires a greedy child, who eats greedily^ who shows greed or 
greediness. 

greenhouse n. A glass house, used for growing delicate plants, 
greet v. To welcome kindly. Ex. Aunt Mary greeted me warmly. 

She gave me a very kind greeting. 
grenade (gre-nade) n. A small bomb. 

grief n. Sorrow. To feel sorrow is to grieve. Ex. Try not to 
grieve too much about the puppy that died, 
grievance n. A reason for complaining. Ex. Tlie iarmcr felt he 
had a grievance against the holiday-makers who left his field- 
gates open, and left pieces of paper about, 
grieve i’. See grief. • 

grim adi. Stern, unfriendly. Ex. The new master looks rather 
grim, but may l>e nice when we know him belter, 
grimace (gii-mace) v. To make a grimace is to “ make a face ** 
to express a feeling hy twisting your face into odd shapcis. 
E,r. Ihe clown made some very funny grimaces. 
grime n. Jiirt. Ex, 'I'he corridor was covered with grime. It 
was grimy, 

grin (I) f*. A wuie smile that shows the t€;eth. (2) v. To smile 
in tins way. Ex. He did not answer me, hut only grinned. 
grind (grynd) v. 'I’o crush into powder, or to make sharp by 
lubhing. Ex. You may grind tNiliee, or you may grind an 
axe to shaipen it. When you have done tills, you have 
ground It. 

grip V. S n. See {jrasp. 

grisly adj. IJornhie, frightening. Ex. In war-tirac one always 
hears lots of grisly stiirn 
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gristle (gris-al) n. A tough substance rather like rubber that 
we sometimes find in meat. 

grit n. (a) Dust or gravel or small bits of stone. Bib. Mary got 
a spc^k of grit in her eye. (6) Pluck or strong character, 
grizzly n. A large and fierce bear, which lives in North America, 
groan (1) n. The sound made by a person in pain. (2) v. To 
make this sound. Ex. The injured man was groaning. 
grocer (gro-aer) n. A shopkeeper who sells tea, sugar and flour. 

These are groceries^ and he is in the grocery trade (see trade), 
groom n. A man-servant who looks after horses. Ex. The groom 
made a hissing sound all the time he was brushing the horse, 
groove n. A line hollowed out so as to be lower than the sur¬ 
rounding part. Ex. The wheel of a barrow in a muddy lane 
makes a groove, and a carpenter (see carpenter) can cut a 
groove in a board with one of his tools, 
grope n. To feel about when in the dark or unable to see. Ex. 
Tommy groped on the floor of the cave when he dropped his 
knife. 

gross (grodb) n. Twelve dozen. A gross of eggs would be 144 

eggs- 

grotesque (gro-fosk) adj. Queer, unnatural, ugly. Ex. Old cathe¬ 
drals (see cathedrsd) and churches often have groieague figures 
in sculpture (see sculptor). 

ground n. Earth, soil, land. A piece of land used for some 
purpose such as playing games on it. Past tense of grind, 
group (groop) n. A numto of people or things who have some 
interest in the same thing, or are alike in some way. Em. A 
group of miners, a group of houses, 
grouse (growce) n. A wild bird about the size of a small hen, 
living on the Scottish, Yorkshire, and other northern moors 
(see moor). 

grove n.* A small wood. Ex. There is a grove of fir trees half¬ 
way up the hill. 

grovel (grov-el) v. To lower oneself before someone else^in order 
to please him or get what one wants. Ex. A prisoner might 
grovel and try to get better treatment (see treatment) than 
other prisoners. 

growl n. ^ V. The low rumbling sound that a dog makes when 
he is angry. Ex. Fido always growls at cats, 
growth n. The act of growing, or the amount that has been 
grown. Ex. John's growth in the last year has been surprising. 
There has been great growth in the wheat-fields since the rain, 
grub n. An insect such as a fly or butterfly before it has grown 
wings or legs. Em. The rootu are searching the fields for grvbs. 
grudge V. To give unwillingly. Ex. The farmer graced every 
shilling that he gave to the lazy boy as wages. To bear a 
grudge (n.) against someone is to fed ill-will against him— 
probably because he has harmed you in some way. 
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gruel n. Thin porridge. 

gruesome adj. Horrible to look st or hear. Ear. He told ut a 
gruesome story. 

gmlV adj. Having a rough voice or manner. He sounds 
gruff, but is really very kind. 

grumble o. To make complaints (see complain) in an unpleasant 
way. JSa. Some boys grwmMe if they are asked to run an 
errand. 

grunt n. dt o. The noise made by a pig. 

guarantee (gor-an4ef) o. To promise earnestly, and to see that 
the promise is kept. Ex. The father guaranteed that his boy 
would work well. 

guard (gard) (1) v. To keep safe or defend from danger. (2) n. 
One who d^s this, or a group of men who do it. Ex. The 
guard on a train who looks after the passengers (see passenger) 
or the Home Guard which existed in the 1989-1945 war. A 
fire-guard is a screen placed round a fire to prevent accidents. 
A guardian is one who takes care of a person or persons, 
gumri^ (get-U-a) a. A kind of war made not by regulm* s(g- 
diers b^ by armed bands oi men wfthoirt an appotated leader, 
gueaa (gess) v. To state an opinion witinmi knowing enoiq^h ai 
the necessary facts. You might guess the number of people 
who were in a cinema. You might make a guess (n.) at the 
number. The number would only be guess-work, 
guest (geat) a. A viator or friend invited to a meal, or to stay. 
People who stay in hotels are also called guests; and small 
boarding-houses (see board) are caUed gtiesl-houses. 
guide (gide) v. To show the way, or give advice as to the right 
thing to do. You could be guid^ through a Museum (see 
museum) or an Exhibition; or you could be guided in your 
reading or your school work. Om who guides is a g\iide (n.). 
A book derozibing a place and giving advice on what to see 
is caUed a guide-t^k. 

guild <gud) fi. A group of people who make rules about how 
their w<wk is to be done. There used to be a jgu^d for eac^ 
trade (see trade): a Fishmongers* Guild, a C^h-workers* 
Guild and so on. 

guile (gile) n. Deceitfulness, cunning. Em. The man showed 
gui^ in pretending to his employer that he was ill, so that 
he could have the afternoon off. 

guilt (gilt) n. The fact of having committed a crime or broken a 
law. Ex. His guiU was proved. He was proved to be guiUy. 
guinea (gtn-e) n. An old coin worth twenty-one shillings, not in 
use now. 

guitar (gi-tor) n. A musical instrument (see instrument) similar 
to a lute. 

gulf n. A large bay, running far into the land, such as the Gulf 
of Mexico. 
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tl^ull n. A white sea-bird with feet webbed like a duck’s. 

^alp V. To swallow noisily and quickly. Bae. Do not gulp your 
glass of milk. Do not take it in gulps (n.). 
gum n. (a) The flesh in which the teeth are set. (b) A sticky 
liquid used for fastening pieces of paper together. There is 
gum on the back of postage-stamps. We can gum (v.) the 
stamps on to envelopes, 
gumboil n. A boil on a gum {see boil). 

gumption n. Common sense and determination {see determine). 

Bob. That boy will get on ; he has plenty of gumption. 
gurgle n. A bubbling sound. Ex. A stream sometimes gurgles 
over stones, and a baby gurgles when be is happy, 
gush V, {a) To flow out suddenly. Ex. Water gushed from the 
pipe. (5) To speak with insincere {see sincere) friendliness or 
to praise insincerely. Ex. Miss A. was gushing as usual, 
gust n. A sudden rush of wind. Ex. The gust of wind blew 
father’s hat off. It was a gusty day. 
gusto n. Enjoyment. Ex. He ate his dinner with great gusto. 
gutter n. The groove {see groove) at the edge of the road or 
street where rain collects and runs away, 
gymnasium (jim-naf/-ze-um) n. The place where physical {see 
physical) exercises (called gymneutics) are done, 
gypsy n. See gipsy. 


H 

haberdashery (hab-er-dosb-er-e) n. Such things as needles, pins 
and buttons are haberdashery, and are sold at the haber¬ 
dashery counter in drapers* shops, 
habit n, When you do the same thing in the same way very 
often it is said to be a habit. Ex, It is a good habit to brush 
your teeth every night before going to bed. 
habitation n. A place in which one lives ; and a place that can 
be lived in is said to be habitable. Ex. The cottage was in 
a very bad state, but we soon made it habitable, 
hack V. To cut roughly and carelessly. Ex, Do not hack that 
pencil with your penknife, 
haddock n. A kind of flsh much used for food, 
hag n. An old woman who looks dirty and unpleasant, 
haggard adj. Thin and tired-looking. Ex, People often look 
haggard after an illness, or after working much too hard and 
not getting enough sleep. 

hail (1) «. Frozen {see freeze) rain. Ex. There was a shower of 
this morning. The were quite large. (-) i>. To 

call or signal or to greet. You can hail a taxi, or you 
can hail a frieini 

hale adj, ilcailiiy, Ex. lie is seventy now, but as hale as ever. 
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half-breed n. A person who has one white parent and one black 
one. 

halibut n. A large flat fish, used for food. 

hall (bawl) n. A large room in which meetings are held. There 
is a Town Hall in most of our towns, 
hallmark n. The mark stamped on articles made of gold or 
silver as a sign that they are of good quality. Ex, On the 
back of a silver teaspoon you will find a haUmark including 
the figure of a lion. 

hallowed (Aol-ode) €tdj. Holy, sacred. Ex. HaUowed be Thy 
Name. 

Halloween n. The evening of 81st October about which there 
is a Scottish legend {see legend). Ex. We always duck for 
apples in a tub on Halloween. 

halo (hayAo) n. A circle of light such as one sometimes sees round 
the moon. In pictures there is often one round the head of 
a saint. 

halt (hawlt) (1) n. A stopping place, such as you see marked 
“ Halt ’* on railways. You can say that you came to a halt, 
meaning that you stopped. (2) v. To stop. Ex. ** Hall at 
Major Road Ahead*’ 

halter {hawl-ter) n. A rope by which you lead a horse, 
halve (hahv) v. To divide into two equal pieces, 
ham n. Part of the leg of a pig, salted and dried in smoke, 
hamlet n. A group of houses, in the country ; a very small 
village. 

hammer n. A tool for driving in nails. 

hammock n. A hanging bed, commonly used by sailors. Ham¬ 
mocks are sometimes hung between trees in the garden, to 
make a pleasant resting-place in summer, 
hamper (1) n. Basket with a lid. Ex. We got a hamptr full of 
good things to eat from my uncle’s farm. (2) u. To make 
it dirlcult to do something. Ex. John was hampered in the 
race by wearing shoes a size too large for him. 
handbook n. A small book which gives 
information on any one subject, 
handcuffs n. Steel rings fastened by chains 
round the wrists of prisoners, 
handicap n. c& v. Something that is a dis¬ 
advantage (see disadvantage), and pre¬ 
vents one from doing one’s best. Ex. 

John is a clever buy, but his deafness is a great handicap to 
him. He is handicapped by it. 

handicraft n. Work done by hand, such as joinery, melal work 
and knitting. Ex. Kven tlic blind cun be taught many 
handicrafts. 

handkerchief (hank cr-ciiif) n. A small square of cotton or silk 
carried iit the pu<*kcl fur blowing the nose. 
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handle (1) ft. The pari of an article by whioh one holdi it in 
the hand. Em, The handU of a jug. (2) u. To touch or feel 
or move with the handi. Em. You must handle thie doU 
genUy, or iti head may come off. 

handsome (Aa»>suxn) Good-looking. Em. Peter has grown 
up into a handeome young man. 

handy adj. Useful, convenient. Em. It is very handy having a 
grocer’s shop so near. 

hangar (hang-er) n. A shed in which aeroplanes are kept, 
hanker n. To long for. Tommy hankere for sweets, but the 
doctor says he is not weU enough yet to have them, 
haphazard (hap-hcs-ard) a^. Done without thought or care. 
Ex. The preparations (see prepare) for the camping holiday 
were very haphamrd as we had so Uttle time, 
hapless adj. Unlucky. Em. The hapUee traveller found that he 
had arrived too late to get any supper, 
harass v. To worry or make very tired. Em. Mother looked 
harassid when three of us had measles at the same time, 
harbour n. A safe place for ships to lie in, protected from storms 
and rough seas. 

harden v. To make or become hard, or strong. Em. The toffee 
has hardened nicely. Father says that cold baths would 
harden us aU, and make us stronger, 
hard-hearted adj. Cruel, not sympathetic. Em. That woman is 
very hard-heatied. She never hkes to see children enjoying 
themselves, and she would never give a piece of bread to a 
beggar. 

hardly adv. Scarcely, not quite. Em. Mother had hardly finished 
breakfast when the doctor called, 
hardship n. Something that is hard to bear. Ex. Fishermen 
hav'e to endure hardshipe when out in their little boats in 
winter. 

hardware n. Metal things seeji in ironmongers’ sho^s, such as 
saucepans, nails and buckets. 

hardy adj. Strong, healthy. We speak of plants being hardy 
when we mean they are strong enough to stand cold weather 
and wind. Ez, When children are hardy they do not catch 
cold easily. 

hare n. A wild animal like a large rabbit. 

harem (Aar-eem) n. The rooms in which the women of a Moslem 
household live. 

hark r. Listen. Ex. Hark, hark, the dogs do bark.” 
harm (1) n. Injury, damage. Ez. The crops suffered little harm 
from the wind. (2) v. To injure or damage. Ez, The wind 
did not harm the crops much. 

harmony n. (a) Musical notes sounding pleasantly together. 
The opposite of discord (see discord). (6) Agreement, friendli¬ 
ness. Ex, The meeting, which began vdth some differences of 
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opinion, ended in complete harmony. When musical notes, or 
people's ideas, are in harmony, they are said to be harmonio%t» 
(har-moh-ne-us). 

harness (1) n. The straps and chains which are put on a horse 
before it can be ridden or fastened to a cart, carriage, plough, 
etc. (2) V, To attach the straps in this 
way. Ex, He harnessed his horse and rode 
away. 

harp n. A musical instrument (see instru¬ 
ment) which is played by plucking its strings 
with the fingers. Ex. The harp was much 
played by minstrels (see minstrel) and ladies 
hundreds of years ago. 

harp V. To keep on referring to the same thing, 
usually something unpleasant. Ex, The old 
woman harped on and on about her neigh¬ 
bour's cat stealing the milk, 
harpoon n. A sort of spear which is used in 

whale-hunting. Ex, The whale dived into deep water when 
struck by the harpoon. 

harrow (1) n. The machine used by farmers for making land 
level (see level) after it has been ploughed. (2) v. To dis¬ 
tress or make very sad. Ex. He told me a harrowing story, 
harry v. To attack and rob and disturb in every way as is some¬ 
times done in war. Ex. The enemy harried the small villages 
which could not defend themselves, 
harsh adj. Rough, or hard-hearted and unkind. Ex. He has a 
harsh voice, but not a harsh nature. He is really very kind. 
He would not treat anyone harshly. 
hart n. A male deer. 

harvest n. The gathering in of ripe crops on farms. Ex. We 
expect a good harvest this year. The harvesters will have to 
work \%ry hard to harvest (v.) all the crops, 
hash n. (a) Meat and vegetables cut in small pieces and cooked 
together, (b) A bad result, a mess. Ex. Tommy tried to put 
a model aeroplane together, but made a hash of it. 
haste (hayst) n. Quickness, hurry. Ex. Do not answer in haste. 
Take time to think it over. Do not be hasty. To move 
quickly is to hasUn (hays-n). Ex. She hastened to put the 
teapot out of baby's reach (see reach), 
hatch (1) n. A sort of trap-door (see trap-door), especially in the 
deck of a ship. Ex. The hatches have to be fastened down 
firmly when a storm is expected. (2) v. (a) To produce from 
eggs. Ex. The old hen has hatched eight chicks, (b) To hatch 
a plot is to plan it secretly, 
hatchet n. A small axe (see axe). 

hate (1) n. Great dislike. (2) v. To feel great dislike or haired 
(hay-tred). Ex. Tommy seems to hcUe the sea, but he will 
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enjoy it when he is older. We should try not to feel haired 
for anyone* but to find something good in everyone, 
haughty {haw-te) adj. Proud, disdainful (see disdain). Ex. The 
duchess in this story is very haughty and treats other people 
as if they were not worth speaking to. 
haul (1) V. To pull. Ex. The sailors hauled in the rope. (2) n. 
To get a good haul is to get a lot. Fishermen are said to 
get a good haul when they catch a lot of fish, 
haunt 0 . To visit very often. A boy might be said to haunt 
the cricket field if he was often found spending his time there. 
In ghost stories, the ghosts (see ghost) are said to haunt cer¬ 
tain places, and these places are said to be haunted, 
haven (hay-veu) n. A harbour such as Milford Haven or any 
place of safety. Ex. A ship is glad to get into any haven 
during a storm. 

haversack n. A bag made of leather or strong cloth in which 
to carry food on a journey. Boys often take haversacks on 
a cycling holiday, or a long hike, 

havoc n. Great damage or destruction (see damage, destroy). 
Ex. The storm left a scene of havoc 
behind it. 

haw n. The red berry of the hawthorn or 
may tree. 

hawk n. A bird with a sharp beak that 
attacks and kills other birds or small 
animals. 

hawker n. A man who sells his goods in 

the streets or takes them from house to >lawk 

house for that purpose. 

hawser n. A very strong rope, used for tying up ships, 
hay ft; Dried grass used as food for cattle in winter, 
hazard n. Risk. Ex. The lifeboat men rescued the passengers 
at the hazard of tlieir lives. It was a hamrdgm piece of 
work. 

haze n. Mist. Ex. There was haze over the river this morning. 
I'o be hazy about something is to be not quite clear about it 
in one’s mind. Ex. I have only a very hazy idea about how 
to make a model aeroplane. 

hazel (hay-zel) n. A tree, often found in hedges, which bears nuts 
in autumn. 

headache (hed-ake) n. A dull pain in the head. Ex. Susan gets 
a headache when she spends too long over her homework, 
headgear (Acd-geei) n. Any kind of hat or cap. 
headland n. A higii piece of land jutting out into the sea (see 
jut). Ex. There is a headland at Land's End in Cornwall, 
headlifi^ht n. (>ne the large lamps in the front of a car. 
headlong adj. d* mlv. Head first. Ex. lie jumped headlong {adv.) 
into the river. 
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headquarters (Aed-kwor-ters) n. The chief office or residence 
{see reside). Ex. The village band had its headqtiarters in the 
village hall, where it practised every week. The headquarters 
of the Lord Mayor of London is the Mansion House, 
headstrong adj. A headstrong person is one who wants his own 
way, and does not pay attention to advice. Ex. Tommy was 
very keadsh'ong till he went to school and learned to be 
obedient {see obey). 

headway n. Progress. Ex. Good headway has been made with 
the building of the new row of shops, 
heal V. (a) To cure. Ex. Mother always seems able to heal our 
troubles, (b) To become healthy. Ex. This scratch is healing 
nicely now. 

health (helth) n. When one has no sickness or disease one is said 
to be in good health. One is healthy. 
hearer n. One who hears or listens. People who go and listen 
to a lecture or a sermon are hearers, 
hearken {hark-en) v. I'o listen or pay attention to. Ex. Hearken 
to the story. You will find it interesting, 
hearsay n. Something one has heard. Gossip. Ex. People say 
the Queen is coming to visit our town, but I think it is only 
hearsay. 

hearse (herse) n. A car for carrying a dead body to the grave, 
heart (hart) n. The organ {see organ) of the body which pumps 
the blood through the whole body, 
heartache (hart-ake) n. Sorrow, regret. Ex. There was much 
heartache in the village when the beloved old doctor died, 
heartbroken cuij. Overcome by grief. Ex. Old Mr. A. was 
heartbroken when his wife died. 

heartfelt adj. Sincere, felt deeply. Ex. We all like the school¬ 
master and sent him our heartfelt sympathy when his wife 
was ill. 

hearth (Lkrth) n. The part of a room where the fireplace is. 

Ex. We were all sitting round the hearth. 
heartless adj. Having no pity. Cruel. Ex. Some people are so 
heartless that they will not even help a friend who is in trouble. 
hear ty adj. Healthy, cheerful, warmhearted. Ex. He gave us a 
""^^tearty welcome. When you say he ate a hearty meal, or that 
he ate heartily, you mean that he enjoyed eating the meal, 
heath (heeth) n. (a) Heather, (b) A large piece of uncultivated 
land, with wild shrubs growing on it. 
heathen (bee-then) n. One who does not worship God, and has 
no religion of any kind. 

heather (/^fb-er) n. A low shrub growing on moors {see moor) 
and mountains. Its flowers are pinkiiffi-purple, or sometimes 
white. 

heave (heev) o. To lift and throw. Ex. The sailors heaved the 
an^or overboard {see these words). 
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heaven (hev>en) n. The eky. 

heavy (l^v-e) DifiBcult to move or Uft. Em, Hie box was 
much too heaoy for Tommy to carry, 
hed^e fi. A row of bushes round a garden or 
field. 

hedgehog n. A small British wild animal, 
covered with prickly quills (see quill), 
heed v. d> n. To pay attention to. Em. You 

must heed your mother*8 words. You must Hedgehog 
give heed to them. 

heedless adj. Thoughtless. Paying no attention. Ex. Hee^eea 
of the traffic (see traffic), Tommy rushed across the road, 
heel n. The back part of the foot, shoe or stocking, 
heifer {hef-et) n. A young cow. 

height (hyte) n. If a building or a tree is 20 feet high, we say 
it is 20 feet in height. 20 feet is its height. If we make 
a wall, or anything else, higher, we heighten it. A high place 
is al 80 *called a height. 

heir (air) n. The person who has a right to all that belonged to 
someone who ffied. When a rich man dies, leaving money, 
land, and perhaps a title {see title), his eldest son is usually 
his heir. If he had no son, his daughter could be his heiress 
(otr-ess). 

heirloom (otr-loom) n. Something which has belonged to the 
same family for generations (see generation), and which is 
valued (see value) because it has been handed down from 
one generation to another. Ex. The neck¬ 
lace was an heirloom, and would never be 
sold. 

helicopter n. An aircraft which can rise 
straight up in the air, and come straight 
down. 

helm n. The part of a diip by which it is 
steered (see steer). Ex. The man at the 
hehn has to ^tch the compass so as to Helicopter 
keep the ship on a straight course, 
helmet n. A specially strong cap or hat such as is worn by divers 
and firemen. 

helpful Kind and willing to help. 

helping n. The portion of f(^ one gets on a plate at a meal, 
helpleaa adj. Not able to help onesdf. Em. Grandmother is 
rather helpless now, since her last illness, 
hem n. The outside edge of a garment doubled over and sewn 
to make it strong. 

hemisphere n. Half of a globe (see globe). We speak of the 
Eiurth as being divided into two hemispheres t ^e Western 
(containing N. and S. America), and the Eastern, containing 
Britain, Europe, Russia and China. We also speak of the 
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ncntlieni «id ■outhem hemispherni, which an nparated by 
tha equator* 

hence ado. (a) For this reason. Ex. The roads were bloolnd by 
mow; hsfies the great dday in traffic (see traffic) of all kinds. 
(8) From this place. Bx. He went Jl^e. But the word is 
not often used in this sense nowadays, 
henceforth ado. From this time onwards. Em, Henc^orth you 
must always let me see your homework, 
henceforward ado. The same as htncef&rth. 
herald n. A man who makes public announcements (see an* 
nounce) for the Queen or other ruler. He often uses a trampet. 
herb ii. A plant used for food, or medicine, or flavouring, such 
as mint and parsley. 

herd n. A group of mumals that live together. We keep sheep 
and cows in herds, but some wild animals, such as elephants 
and buffaloes, live naturaUy in herds, 
hereafter (heer-qf-ter) ado. (a) In the future, after this. Em. 
HereafUt I will be more ouefuL (8) In the next life, after 
death. Em, Christians alwajm hope to meet their 'dear ones 
in tile hereafUf. 

hereditary (her*ed*i*ta-Te) adj. Passed on from one generation 
to another (see genmstion). Em. The British Crown is hcredi- 
tary because it is passed down one family, from one generation 
to the next. 

hermit n. A person who lives alone and avoids meeting other 
people. Tlltore used to be religious hermits who wanted to 
speak to, and think of, no one but God. 
hero (hoe~To) n. (a) A nude person who has done a very brave 
deed. A very brave woman or girl would be a heroine 
(8er-o-in). Such a person is heroic (he-ro>ic) and has shown 
heroism (8sr*o*ism). (8) The chief character in a story or 
play. Em. Robinson Crusoe is the hero of a famous adventure 
story. 

herring n.* A small sea fish much used for food, 
hesitate v. To pause (see pause) in doubt. Em. You might hesi¬ 
tate before answer!^ a que^on, or before diving into the 
river from a high ba^« You might show hesitation. 
hew V. To cut or chop with an axe, as to hew down a tree, 
hibernate (8y*ber-nate) o. To spend the winter in sleep. Em. 

In this country hedgehogs hihemate. 
hiccough (8tk*up) n. db o. A sort of little cough or catch of 
the breath. Em. Baby had hiccoughs after tasting the fizzy 
lemonade. 

hide (1) ft. The skin of a large animal such as cow or horse. A 
hiding is a thrashing. (2) v. To keep out of sight. To 
remain hidden, 

hideous (8id-e-us) adj. Very ugly. Horrible. Em. A hideous 
sight. 
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highway n. A road, usually a main road. Highwaymen were 
robbers who used to stop road travellers and demand their 
money. 

hilarious (hil-atr-re-us) adj. Joyful and laughing. Ex. The 
children became quite hilarioua when watching the Punch 
and Judy show 

hillock n. A small hill. Ex. Lambs were chasing each other over 
the hillocks. 

hilt n. The handle of a sword. Ex. There is a painting of the 
Duke of Wellington standing with his hand on the hilt of his 
sword. 

hinder (Atn-der) c. To keep back or delay. Ex. Our bus was 
hindered by meeting a large herd of cows on the road. Any¬ 
thing that hinders us is a hindrance. 
hinge n. A fastening or joint, usually made of metal, on which 
a door or a lid of a box opens and shuts, 
hint V. To suggest in a roundabout way. Ex. Mother hinled 
that,we might soon be getting a pleasant 
surprise, but would not tell us what it 
would be. She only gave us a hint (n.). 
hippopotamus (hip-o-pof-a-mus) n. An 
enormous African animal that lives in 
rivers as well as on land, 
hire o. To pay for using something for a 
time. You might hire a taxi, or a boat 
on a river, or a gas cooker. Hippopotamus 

hiss V. To blow through the teeth making 

the sound of ** S ” as a sign of dislike. It is sometimes done 
in a theatre if the funny man is not funny enough, 
history n. The story of events (see event) that have happened 
in the life of a nation. Ex. Many interesting boolu have 
b^en written on the History of England. Many exciting 
historical novels have been written too. 
hitch (1) n. A difficulty that was not expected. EiJl There was 
a hitch during the performance (see perform) when the curtain 
would not come down. (2) v. To fasten. Ex. The rider 
hitched his horse to a tree while he rested, 
hither adv. To this place. Ex. Come hither. (The word is not 
much used except in poetry.) 

hitherto adv. Up to now. Ex. Hitherto John has always walked 
to school, but now he can go by bus. 
hive n. A wooden house in which bees live and store their honey, 
hoar adj. White or grey. Ex. There was hoar frost on the 
windows this morning. We met a hoary-headed old man in 
the lane. 

hoard 0 . To store up secretly. Ex. The miser hoarded his silver 
and gold. Sometimes a hoard (n.) of coins is found in the 
walls of an old house. 
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hoarse (horse) adj. Having a rough voice, as when one has a 
cold or has had to speak too much in a loud voice. Ex, The 
singer was unable to come to the concert as she was hoarse. 
hoary ^j. See hoar. 

hoax n. A trick to deceive someone. Ex, There are hoaxes on 
1st April. Boys and girls hoax (v.) each other, 
hobble u. To walk lame. Ex. James was hobbling about for 
some days after he twisted his ankle, 
hobby n. What one likes to do in one's spare time. Ex. John’s 
hobby is making model aeroplanes. A hobby-horse is a toy 
horse, large enough to sit on. 

hockey n. A game played on grnrs with long curved sticks and 
a ball. 

hog n. A pig. 

hoist (hoyst) v. To raise or lift high up. Ex. The flag was hoisted 
at three o'clock, and father hoisted baby up on his shoulder 
to see it. 

hold n. The space below the deck of a ship where .its cargo is 
stored. 

holdall n. A large bag into which all sorts of things can be put. 

Ex. Mother’s luggage consisted of a trunk and a holdall. 
holiday (Aoi-i-day) n. A time of rest from work. Ex. We arc 
to have a holiday at the seaside this summer, 
hollow (1) adj. Empty inside. Ex. The famous pyramids in 
Egypt arc partly hollow and contain rooms in which kings 
were buried. (2) n. A little valley. Ex, We picnicked in 
a hoUow of the Downs. (3) v. To make a groove or hollow 
place. Ex, Father hollowed out a piece of wood to make a 
little boat for me. 

holy adj. Sacred. Connected with God or our worship of God. 

Ex. The Bible contains God’s Holy Word, 
homage (^om-aje) n. Respect or honour (see these* words). 

Ex. We all pay homage to our Queen, 
home n.‘* The house in which one lives. Ex. It is a great blessing 
to have a happy home. One who has no home is homeless. 
homely adj. Like home ; friendly ; comfortable. Ex. Our land¬ 
lady at the seaside was a homely person and we all liked her. 
She gave us a homely welcome. 

honest (oti-est) adj. An honest person is one who can be trusted ; 

one who would never lie or steal. We admire his honesty, 
honey (hun-e) n. A very sweet syrup made by bees from the 
nectar that is in flowers (see nectar), 
honeycomb (Aun-e-kome) n. The waxy material (see wax) made 
by bees to contain their honey. 

honour (on-er) v. db n. To honour a person is to show respect 
(see respect) for him. To be a man of honour is to be a man 
of very good character, noble, generous and just. That is to 
be honourable. 
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hood n. A doth covering for the head, often attached to a doak. 
A baby*s bonnet. 

hoodwink V. To deceive by a trick. Ex. A boy might hoodwink 
his parents by playing truant from school (see truant), 
hoof ft. The hai^ substance (see substance) that covers the feet 
of hones and cattle. 

hook ft. A piece of metal bent so that something can be hung 
on it, such as a hat; or something might be caught on it, 
such as a fish. 

hoot n. (4 0 . The cry of an owl or the sound made by the horn 
of a motor-car. Ex, Did you hear the owls hooting Ust night 7 
hop V. db ft. To jump on one foot. A hop is also a climbing 
plant from which beer is made. 

hope V. To wish and believe that something good will happen. 
Ex. We hope Susan will soon be well again. We all ^ve 
that hope (n.). We are hopeful about it. A person who has 
no hope is hopeless, 

horde (ho§rd) n. A crowd of people or animals, 
horizon (bor-ry-zon) n. The line where sea and sky (or earth 
and sky) seem to meet. Ex. A ship suddenly appeared on 
the horizon. 

horn n. (a) The pointed bony growths on the heads of cows, 
goats, sheep, etc. (b) A musical instru¬ 
ment which used to be made of horn but 
is now usually made of brass, 
hornet n. A kind of large wasp which stings 
very painfully. 

horrible adj. Dreadful. Causing horror {see 
horror). 

horrid adj. Horrible or unpleasant, 
horrify (ho-re-fy) v. To fill with horror. 

Ex' The news of the great famine in China horrified everyone, 
horror n. A feeling of great fear or shock {see shock). Ex. It 
fills one with horror to see a serious accident, ch' to see a 
building being destroyed by fire. 

hose n. (a) Stockings. One who sells stockings is a hosier 
(ho-si-er). (h) A long (usually rubber) tube for conveying 
water. A Fire Brigade uses long hoses. Petrol is put into 
motor-car tanks by means of a hose, 
hospitable (hos-pif-abl or hos-pit-abl) adj. Friend)y» and fond 
of entertaining guests. Ex. My aunt is very hospitable. She 
is known for her hospitality (hos-pit-foi-ite). 
hospital ti. A bfjilding in which people suffering from illness or 
accidents are taken care of by doctors and nurses, 
host (hohst) n. (a) A great number. Ex. A host of enemies, a 
host of friends, a host of presents, (h) A man who receives 
and entertains guests. A woman who does so is a hostess. 
Ex. Our host and hostess gave us a delightful time. 
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hostage (^«-taj) n. A person handed over to the enemy (or 
seized by them) as a guarantee (see guarantee) that a promW 
will be kept. If it were not kept, the hostage would probably 
be kiUed. 

hostel n. A place where students or other people can lodge, 
hostile adj. Unfriendly. Ex. The explorer found the natives 
hostile when he crossed the river. They showed ho^iUty. 
When we say that hostilities have begun, we mean that 
fighting has begun. 

hot-headed adj. Thoughtless and easily exeited. Ex. A hot- 
headed person is inclined to be quarrelwme (see quarrel), 
hot-tempered adj. Easily made angry; quar^some. 
bound n. A dog trained for hunting cteer or foxes, 
household (1) n. All those living together in one house. Ex. 
We were a large household when our cousins were staying 
with us. (2) adj. Used in the household, as household soap, 
household r^airs. 

housewife n. The mistress of the house who looks after the 
cooking, washing and cleaning. 

hovel (ktm-el) rt. A hut or small, poor, dirty house. Ex. We 
came upon an old hovel in the forest, but no one was living 
in it. 

hover (hun>er) o. When a bird remains almost motionless (see 
motion) in the air we say it hovers. Some kinds of hawks 
do this. We also speak at a person hovering about when he 
does not sit down and does not go away, 
howl V. db n. To cry loudly, usually in distress, but sometimes 
we speak of a howl of laughter. 

hub n. The central part of a wheel. Ex. The village carpenter 
can make a complete wheel, from rim to hub. 
hubbub n. Great noise, usually nuide by voices. Ex. There is 
always a great hubbub at the Fair, 
huddle v:^ To crowd close together. Ex. We all huddled round 
the fire after supper, so as to keep warm, 
hue (hew) n. Colour. Ex. The sunset hues were golden and red. 
A hue and cry means a search for someone, with noise and 
shouting. 

huff n. To be in a huff is to be cross or sulky (see sulky), 
hug V. db n. To put one's arms round someone lovingly, 
huge (hewj) adj. Extremely large. Ex. There was a huge crowd 
at the station on Bank Holi<&y. 

hulk n. The body of a ship, usually an old one that is not in 
use. 

hulking adj. Clumsy. Ex. A big hulking boy took the only 
empty seat and an old lady had to stand up. 
bum n. db v. The sound nuule by bees. To make a similar 
sound or to sing quietly with the lips closed. Ex. Father 
hummed a tune while he mended his bicycle. 
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human (Aeto-man) adj. Belonging to mankind. The human race 
means all human beings, people everywhere, the whole of 
humanity. 

humane (hew-mone) adj. Kind, merciful to people and animals. 
Ex. A humane man climbed on to the roof of the house to 
save the cat. 

humble adj. (a) Modest, not proud. Ex. I think Mary is too 
humble^ and thinks too little of herself. She has too much 
humility, (b) Living in a very simple way. Ex. They are 
humble folk, but very honest and respectable, 
humbug n. {a) Fraud, deceit.fulness. {b) A deceitful person who 
pretends to be what he is not. Ex. The conjurer {see con¬ 
jurer) at the Fair turned out to be a humbug who could not 
do any clever tricks at all. 

humdrum adj. Dull and uninteresting. Ex. The life in that 
village was very humdrum. Nothing ever seemed to happen, 
humiliated (hew-mfl-e-ate-ed) adj. Made to feel ashamed. Ex. 
John ^as humiliated when a much younger boy beat him in 
the race. 

humour (Aszo-mor) n. Fun. To have a sense of humour is to 
be able to see the funny side of things and to make a joke 
—to be a humorous person. A humorous story is a funny 
story. A humorist is a person who tells or writes funny stories, 
hump n. A lump on the back. Camels and dromedaries have 
humps. 

hunchback n. A person whose back is twisted because some¬ 
thing is wrong with his spine. 

hunt V. To chase (see chase) certain animals such as foxes and 
deer. One who hunts is a hunter^ and the horse ridden by a 
fox-hunter is called a hunter too. The huntsman is the man 
in charge of the fox-hounds (see hound), 
hurl V. To throw with great force. 

hurly-burly n. Noise and bustle. Ex. The hurly-hC*rly of the 
Fair was too much for Mother. 

hurrah (hur-roh) or hurray (liur-roty) interj. An exclamation of 
approval (see approve) or delight, 
hurricane n. A violent wind-btorm. Ex. Hurricanes do great 
damage in hot countries. 

hurry v. To act quickly or make someone else do so. Ex. Do 
not Aurrv me, or I shall be sure to make a mistake. The 
doctor’s visit yesterday was a hurried one. He was in a 
hurry (n.). 

husband n. A married man. He is the husband of the woman 
he married. 

hush n. or interj. Silence, quietness. Ex. A hush came over the 
hall when the Headmaster rose to speak. Mother said Hush **, 
husk n. The shell of nuts, beans and wheat, 
husky adj. See hoarse. 
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hussar (hus-or) n. A soldier who fights on horseback, 
hustle (hus-sl) v. To hurry or push about. Em. Mother was 
hustled by the crowd when she went shopping, 
hut n. A very small house or cabint usually made of wood. In 
tropical (see tropics) countries huts are often made of branches 
of trees. 

hutch n. A small wooden house for keeping rabbits in. 
hydroplane n. An aeroplane which can land on water, or rise 
from it. 

hyena (hy-ee>na) n. A wild animal like a wolf, but smaller, 
hymn (him) n. A song of praise, usually sung in a Church service, 
hyphen (hy-fen) n. A mark (>) between two words or syllables, 
showing that they are connected. Ex. Paint-box. 
hypocrite (hfp-o-krit) n. A person who pretends to be good, 
or land or faithful, when he is not. Uriah Keep is a famous 
hypocrite in one of Dickens’ novels. He was full of hypocrisy 
(hip-ok-ri-se). 

hysterical (his-ter-ik-al) ndjf. Inclined to laugh or civ from ex¬ 
citement, without real cause, and without self-conl&ol. 


1 

ice n. Water which is frozen {see freeze) solid. A layer of 
moistened sugar on a cake is called icing. Very cold water 
or wind is said to be icy (ice-y). 
iceberg n. A huge mass of ice floating in 
the sea. 

icicle (i-si-kl) n. A long, thin, hanging piece 
of ice, formed by water which drips and 
freezes. 

idea (i-dee-a) n. A thought. Ex. I got an 

idea kibt night for Mother’s birthday present, 
ideal (i-dee-al) adj. The best that can be thought of. Perfect. 

Ex. The weather in June is often ideeU for a holiday, 
identical (i-dm-tik-al) adj. Exactly the same. Ex. This is the 
identical house we came to for our holidays five years ago. 
identify (i-den-ti-ty) v. Recognise (see recognise) and give the 
name of. Ex. Can you id^ify many of Uhe stars in the sky ? 
idiot (td i-ot) fi. A person who is not in his right mind. When 
a person does something foolish we sometimes say it is idiotic 
(id-i-of-ic). Ex. It was idiotic of Charlie to try to jump off 
the bus when it was moving so fast, 
idle (f-dl) adj. When a person is inclined to do nothing at all, 
we say he is idle. Ex. Mother said Mary ought to her 
stockings instead of being idle all evening. Idleness is a bad 
habit. 
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Idol (i-dol) n. A ^^ure of a person or animal made to be wor- 
■hippeid as a (pxi. JSa. The ancient Egyptians had many idols. 
To idolise (i-do-lize) is to love very, very modi. Sometimes 
we say that a mother idolises her l^by. 

Ignite V. To set fire to. A magnifying glass can igniU paper 
if left lying in the sun's rays. 

Ignoble ad^, Dishonouralfie, unworthy. Em, King John was an 
ignoble man. 

Ignorant (i^-nor-ant) n. Having no education or knowledge. 
Em, The gardener's boy seems very ^oroni, althou^ he 
went to s^ool. His i^g^ance will make it dUBeoIt for him 
to find a job. 

Ignore v. To pay no attention to. Em, It is (dien better to 
ignore a rude person than to quarrel with him. 

Ill ad^, db ado. Not well, or badly. Em, He became ill last week 
but his illness was slight (see slight). He is rather iU-nahtred 
(bad'tempered). She thought she had been ill-used (badly 
treated). That was an ill-advised (unwise) thing to do. He 
ill-tre&ted his dog. 

Ill-bred tulj. Badly brought up; having bad manners. Em. Be 
was so ill-bred fdiat he ate his peas with a knife. 

Illegal (il-ee>gal) adij. Not lawful; against the law. It is illegal 
to steal. 

Illegible (il-i;/>e*bl) eu^. When writing is so bad that it cannot 
be re^, it is i^d to be ill^ble. 

lUnmlnate (il-isn 7 fii-in>ate) u. To light up. Em. The main streets 
were br^tly iUuminaded. The UluminaHons were very good. 

Illusion (il-^-sjon) n. Something that is not what it seems to 
be. Em, Conjuring tricks are often (^tical illusions. (See 
optical.) 

illuatrate v. To give an escample, or draw a picture, which will 
explain sometUng and make it easy to understand. Em, The 
lecturer illustraied his lecture by making drawings on the 
blackboard. These were iUustreAions. 

Illustrious (il>us>tri-us) adj. Famous. Ee. Shakespeare is our 
most Uluslrious poet. 

Im (which is a form oi the pr^x In) sometimes means in, as in 
imbibe, implant, etc. When placed before an adjective* it 
means not, as in immature, impatient, impossible. It is 
used instead of ** in ** before the letters b, m, p. 

Image ({m-aj) n. A likeness, such as a statue, or a reflection 
in ^ mirror. Em. You can sometimes see your image in a 
pool If yon bend over it. Idols are sometimes called images. 

Imagine (im-e^-in) v. To think, or fancy, or make a picture in 
one's mind. JSm. Can you imagine what it would be like to 
Uve on a coral island ? 

Imaginary adj. Not real; existiog only in the mind or the 
imqfinofion. Em. Fairies are gasginorg beings. 
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Imbecile (Im-be-feel) a^, db n. A pcnon with e weak mind. 
Foolish. Ex, Ttw poor bo 3 r was an {fadeeiis, but he never did 
any harm and was fond of animals. 

Imbibe v. To drink in. We often say that people imbibe know¬ 
ledge from books. 

Imitate e. To copy. Ex. Some apes in the Zoo are very intelli¬ 
gent and imitate what their keepers do. An imUaUon is a 
copy. Ex, The clown gave a good imitation of a street singer. 
Imitation (adj,) gold or silk is something which is not gold 
or silk but is made to look like it. One who imitates Is an 
imitator. 

Immature adj. Not mature (see mature). 

Immediate adj. and immediately ado. Without any delay 
(see delay). Ex. I want an imtneduUe answer, or 1 want it 
immediately. 

Immense adj. Very large. Ex. There is an immense park near 
our house. 

Immoral adj. Wrong, wicked. An immoral person is one who 
does wrong, knowing that it is wrong. 

Immortal adj. Never dying. The soul is said to be immortal, 
and the works of a great author, such as Shakespeare, are 
said to be immortal, because they will never be forgotten. 

Immovable (im-oo-va-bl) adj. That cannot be moved. Ex. 
Mountains and rocks seem to us to be immovable. 

Impart v. To give. Ex. A good teacher imparts commonsense 
as well as knowledge. 

Impartial (im-par-shal) adj. Fair and just. Not favouring one 
side more than the other. Ex. An umpire (see umpire) must 
always be impartial. He must show imparHalUy. 

Impassable adj. That cannot he passed. Ex. The travellers had 
to turn back as the river was impmsabU. • 

Impatient (im-pag-shent) adj. Not patient (see patience). In a 
hurrya Inclined to be irritable (see irritable). Ex, Mother 
is never impatient with us, no matter how busy she may 
be. 

Impede v. To hinder or delay. Ex. Joha*s clothes impeded him 
when he was swimming. The strong current was also an 
impediment to him. 

Impel V. To drive or force. Ex, Wild animals and birds are 
often impelled by hunger to come near to human beings, 
especially in winter. 

imperceptible (im-per-sepl-ibl) adj. Not visible (see visible). 
Ex. The growth of a plant is imperceptible, yet it goes on all 
the time. 

imperfect adj. Not perfect. 

imperial (im-peer-i-aU adj. Connected with, or referring to, an 
Empire. Ex, Quain Victoria was proud of her Imperial crown. 

Imperil (im-per-il) v. To put in dan^r. 
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Imperious (im>peer-i>us) adj. Masterful. Determined to be 
obeyed. Ex, Queen Victoria had an imperious way of speak¬ 
ing. 

Impertinent adj. Rude; cheeky. Ex. The headmaster punishes 
any boy who is impertinent. He will not allow impertinence. 
impetuous (im-pei-yew-us) adj. Rash^ and inclined to act witii- 
out thinking. Ex. John used to be a very imp^uous boy ard 
was often in trouble, but he is more thoughtful now. 
implant c. To plant deeply, especially in the mind. Ex. While 
we were still very young, our mother implanted in our minds 
the ideas of truthfulness and kindness. 

Implement (tm-ple-ment) n. A tool for doing a special piece of 
work. Ex. A hammer and a plough are implements. 

Implore v. To beg earnestly again and again. Ex. Tommy 
implored mother to let him have a puppy of his own. 
imply (im-ply) v. To suggest without stating clearly. Ex. Father 
implied that our summer holiday was arranged, but I wish 
he wotdd tell us more about it. 
impolite adj. Not polite. 

import V. To bring goods into this country from abroad. Ex. 
Britain has to import much of her meat and sugar. When 
we import these things, they are imports (im-ports) (n.). 
important adj. An important person is a distinguished {see dis¬ 
tinguish) person. An important letter is one that must be 
attended to. An important fact in history or geography, etc., 
is one that must be remembered. To say that it is important 
for you to learn Arithmetic, or to take your medicine, means 
that it is necessary for you to do these things. They are of 
importance to your success or your health, 
imposing adj. Impressive, very fine. Ex. Edinburgh Castle is 
a very imposing sight. 

impostor n. One who pretends to be someone else, in order to 
get some advantage. Ex. Perkin Warbeck was^a famous 
impostor in the reign of King Henry VII. His imposture 
deceived many people for several years, 
impotent (im-po-tent) adj. Unable, having no power. Ex. The 
captain was impotent to move his ship as the engines were 
damaged. 

impoverish (im-pou-er-rish) v. To make poor. Ex. War impover¬ 
ishes the nations that are engaged in it. 
impregnable (im-preg-na-bl) adj. A castle or fortress that is 
too strong to be taken by an enemy is said to be impreg¬ 
nable. 

impress v. To fix on the mind, or make people see the importance 
(see important) of something. Ex. The headmaster impressed 
on us the importance of fire-drill. The War Memorial in 
our village is very impressive. The vicar preached impres- 
sivdy. 
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Impression n. The effect that something has on the mind. Em, 
The sight of St. Paul*s Cathedral made a great impression on 
John. He got an impression of its great size and beauty. 

imprison v. To put in prison. Ex. John Bunyan was imprisoned 
for debt, and wrote Pilgrim'‘s Progress while in prison. 

improbable (im-pro&>abl) adj. Not probable or likely. Ex. It 
sounds an improbable story. 

impromptu (im-promp-tew) ad/. Done without preparation be¬ 
forehand. The word is often applied to a speech. Ex. His 
impromptu speech was a great success. 

improper adj. Not proper or suitable, especially referring to 
behaviour {see behave). 

improve (im-proon) v. To make better or become better. Ex. 
You should try to improve your spelling. Mothers health 
has improved since her holiday. There has been a great 
improvement in it. 

imprudent (im-proo-dent) adj. Thoughtless; not wise; not 
prudent {see prudent). * 

impudent (im-pew-dent) adj. Rude, cheeky. Ex. Mrs. A. com¬ 
plained that the errand boy had been impudent to her. She 
complained of his impudence, 

impulse n. A sudden idea that makes one do something at once. 
Ex. On a generous impulse^ John gave up his ticket to a friend. 
An impul^ve person is one who acts without sufficient thought, 
who acts impulsively. 

impure adj. Not pure. An impurity (n.) is something that is 
not pure. Ex. There is some impurity in this water. Do not 
drink it. 

in, when used as a prefix, can mean in (as include, to take in or 
contain) or it can mean not (as iitcorrect, not correct). In 
the following list of words the prefix means not For 
meanings, look up the words without the prefix. For instance, 
look u;^ ** accurate and you will know that ** inaccurate 
means the opposite of that: 

inaccessible, inaccurate, inactive, inadequate, inappropriate, 
inattentive, inaudible, incapable, incautious, incommodious, 
incompetent, incomplete, inconsiderate, inconstant, incon¬ 
venient, incorrect, incre^ble, indefinite, independent, indi¬ 
gestible, indirect, indistinct, inedible, ineligible, inexact, in¬ 
experienced, infrequent, inhospitable, injustice, inoffensive, 
insane, insecure, insincere, insufficient, invisible. 

Inane adj. Silly, foolish. Ex. He makes very inane remarks. 

Inanimate (in-an-i-mate) adj. Without life. Dead. Ex, An tfi- 
animate body. 

Incendiary (in-sen-di-ar-e) adjf. Causing fire. Ex. An incendiary 
bomb is one that sets fire to everytMng around it. 

incense n. Sweet-smelling spices which are burned in some 
churches as part of the religious service. 
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iBc^sant (in-MM-ant) <u|f» Never itopping. Ai. The ineetronl 
' raiD flooded the flelde. 

incident (in-sid-ent) n. An event. StHnething Uiat happened. 

E». Were there any intereiting ineUhntg at raool to-day 7 
Incline (in^eline) o. To lean or bend. Bm, The roof was slightly 
inclined, to allow the rain to run off. To be inclined to do 
a thing is to feel you would like to do it. You have an 
inclination to do it. 

incline (ffi-dine) n. A slope. Em, The baU tolled down the incline. 
Include (in-c 2 ood) v. To take in, or eont^bn. Em. John's birth¬ 
day presents included a cricket bat and a nice book. Tbe 
inclueUm (in-efoo-zhon) of the bat was Unde Fred's idea, 
incognito (in-kog-ni-to) adj. Using a name that will not let 
people know who one really is. Em. Film actors often travel 
incognito when they want a quiet holiday. 

Income n. The amount of money a person earns, or gets in any 
other way, is his income. Em. He has a large income and can 
afford to spend a lot of money. 

inconaolable (in-kon-soh-la-bl) adj. When a person is so sad that 
nothing will console himrhe is said to be inconsolable. " 
increase v. To make or become greater. Em. The number of 
pupils at our school has inereaeed very much, 
incurable (in-ksto-ra-bl) adj. That cannot be cured. Em, He is 
suffering from an incurable disease. 

Indebted (in-dd-ed) adj. Owing something—it may be money 
or it may be gratitude for a kindness. Em. We felt 
to our neighbour for her kindness when Mother was ill. 
Indelible (in-cfeM-bl) adj. That cannot be rubbed out. Em. Some 
pencils are called indelible because the mmrks they make cannot 
be rubbed out. The marks are indelible. 

Indesoribable adj. That cannot be described (see describe). Em. 

- The beauty of the sunset was indeecribf^. 
indestructible adj. That cannot be destroyed (see deftroy). Em. 

Granite is one of the hardest stones and is almost indcHructible. 
index n. A list, usually in alphabetical (see alphabet) order. Em. 
A history bcwk should always have a good indem of the people 
and places mentioned in it. 

indicate c. To show or point out. Em. His temperature indicates 
that he is really ill. A board in the station indicates the 
times of tbe trains. 

Indifferent adj. Not interested. Not <»ring what Imppens. Em. 
Jack seems quite indifferent about the football match. His 
indifference may be due to the fact that James is not playing 
in it. 

indigestion (in-di-^/esi-yon) n. An illness caused by not being 
able to digest ^e food one eats. 

Indignant adj. Angry because something wrong has been done. 
One who is indignant shows indignation. 
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Indispensable adj, Sk>mething that it neoMtsry and cannot be 
done without. Water it inddtptnMhle to every living 
creature. 

Indisposed adj, (a) Unwilling or ditiiuilined. Sa. The master 
was indigpoaed to give his permission, {b) lU. Em. Father 
is staying at home to<day as he is iiuftspote^ 

Individual (1) n. A tingle person, animal or thing. Em. Bfost 
of the people stayed to the end, but one or two individuals 
left early. (2) adj. Belonging or referring to one only. Em. 
We now have individual d^rs in the village haU, instead of 
long wooden bendicB. 

indolent (tfi-do>lent) a^. Laty. Em. John used to be rather an 
indolent boy, inclined to indolence, but now he works quite hard. 
Indoors (in-dotv) ads. Inside a house. Em. John hat been 
indoors with a cold since Monday, 
induce {in-dewce). To persuade. Ex. I tried to induce James to 
come with us, but he would not. 1 offered every inducement 
I could think of, but it was of no use. 
indulge V. To indulge oneself is to do what one likes, and con¬ 
sider only one’s own tastes. To indulge a child, to be too 
irtdulgent to him, is to let him have too much of his own 
way and do only what he wants to do. Too much tndu^genee 
is not good for any child. 

industrious (in-diur-tre-us) ad^. Hard-working. Em. A boy who 
is indumhious does not lD» being idle. He enjoys getting 
on with his work. 

industry (in-dust-re) n. (a) The liking for work. Ex. 1 admire 
James’s industry, (h) A branch of trade {see trade). Em. 
The cotton indwdry is carried on in many towns in the North 
of England. 

inevitable (in-ec-it-abl) adj. A thing is inevitable when it cannot 
be avoided. Em. l^in is ineoUdble during the autumnl 
inexcusable (in-ex-kaBS-abl) A thing is inexcusable when 
it is s^S bad that it csmnot be excused or forgiven. Em. My 
bad behaviour {see hehnve) was inexcusable. 1 apologise for it. 
inexhaustible (in-eks-oira-ti-bl) ad^, A thing is inexhaustilde 
when there is so much of it that one cannot exhaust it, or 
come to the end of it. Ex. One might think that the supply 
of fish from the sea is inexhautdible, but this is not so. 
inexperienced adj. Not having experience, or knowledge or 
training. Em. Inexperieneed lads wre not of much use in a 
factory or ui office until they have been trained, 
inexpressible adj. So great that it cannot be expressed, or put 
ffito words. Em. When the good king died, his people’s grief 
was inexpressible. 

infamous (In-fam-us) adj. Very wicked. Em. The Ronum 
Emperor Nero was an ir^amous man, who cared nothing tas 
the sufferings of others. 
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infancy (fn-liAn-se) n. The time when a baby is very young 
indeed. A very young baby is an infant, 

infantry n. Foot-soldiers (who do not use horses). 

infect V. To pass on a disease to someone else. Ex. If you 
visited someone who had measles, you might be infected. 
The infection might be passed on to you. Measles is an 
infectious disease, easUy caught from someone who already 
has it. 

Inferior (in-/eer~i-or) adj. Lower in quality or rank. Ex. A 
lieutenant is inferior in rank to a captain. Mother said the 
last jam she bought was very inferior to what she made 
at home. We all noticed its inferiorUy (in-/eer-i-or-i-te). 

infidel (in-fid-el) n. One who does not believe in religion. 

Infinite (in-fin-it) adj. So great as to have no limits (see limit). 
Ex. The Bible tells us of God’s infinite goodness and 
mercy. 

Infirm adj. Not strong. In weak health. Ex. My grandfather 
is now very old and infirm. We notice his infirmity more 
and more. 

infirmary n. A hospital for people who are infirm or ill. 

Inflamed adj. When any part of the body, such as an eye or 
a finger, is inflamed, it is hot and red and painful. It sufTers 
from inflammation. 

Inflate v. To blow up with air as one does a bicyde t 3 rTe. 

Inflict V. To inflict punishment or pain on a person is to cause 
him to suffer it. Ex, The storm inflicted serious damage on 
the village. 

Influence (tn-floo-ence) (1) n. The effect (either good or bad) that 
one person has on another. Ex. The new friend James has 
made seems to have a very good infiwnce on him. (2) v. 
To have this effect. The headmaster influences every boy 
and girl in the school. 

Inform v. To tell. Ex, The porter informed John at which 
platform he would find his train. The information was 
gratefully received. 

Informal adj. Free and easy. Ex. An informal dance was 
quickly arranged, with simple refreshments, and no spedal 
dressing for it. T here was no formality of any kind. 

Infringe (\n-frinj) v. To say that a rule or a law has been infringed 
means that it has been broken or disobeyed. Ex, There is a 
punishment for infringir^ the law. 

infuriate (in-/ezo-ri-ate) v. To make furious. Ex. The farmer 
was infuriated by picnickers who had left his gates open. 

Infuse c. To soak in liquid. Ex. We infuse tea by pouring 
boiling water on it. 

Ingenious (in-jeen-ius) adj. Clever. Ex. The way the parts of 
a watch are put together is very ingenious. It shows 
ingenuity (in-jen-yoo-i-te). 
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Ingratitude n. To show no gratitude (see gratefhl) for Idndness is 
ingratitude. 

ingredient (in-^es-di-ent) n. One part of a mixture* Ex. The 
chief ingredient of toffee is sugar. 

inhabit v. To live in. Ex. You inhabit your house, and your 
town and your country. One who inhabits is an inhabitant. 
Inhale v. To breathe in. Ex. We all inhale air when we breathe. 
Sometimes when we have a cold the doctor orders us to 
inhxde a special medicine. 

inherit v. To receive as an heir (see heir). An heir inherits, and 
what he inherits is his inheritance. Ex. John will inherit Ibis 
father's gold watch. 

iniquitous (in>«A;-wit-us) adj. Wicked, sinful, unjust. Ex. King 
Herod’s order to kill all firet-born children was iniquitous. 
Initial (in-is/i-al) n. The first letter of a word,'^ especially of a 
name. Ex. What are your initials 7 
injure (in>jer) v. To hurt. Ex, Four people were injured when 
the bus overturned. Their injuries were not serious. Injuria 
ovs (in-jure~i~us) means hurtful. Ex. The winter weather was 
injurious to mother's health, 
ink ft. A coloured fluid used for writing. 

inkling n. An idea or hint. Ex, If we had had any inkling that 
you were coming, we would have been at home, 
inland adj. In the part of a country that is not near the sea. 
Ex. Birmingham is an inland town. An inland holiday can 
be quite pleasant. 

inmate adj. An inhabitant of a house or other dwelling, 
innocent (in>o>sent) adj. Not guilty. Free from sin. Harmless. 
Ex. The prisoner said he was innocent of the crime, and after* 
wards his innocence was proved. 

innovation n. Something new. Ex. It was quite an in^^miion 
to have coffee handed round during the interval of the school 
concert. 

innumexfble (in-ew-mer-a*bl) adj. Too many to be counted. 

Ex. The bees in our hive are innumerable, 
inquire (or enquire) v. To ask a question. Ex, May I inquire 
who the singer is? To inquire is to make an inquiry, A 
person who asks too many questions is inquisitive. 
insane adj. Not sane. Mad. Ex. Insane persons are usually 
kept in an asylum. Insanity is sometimes cured, 
inscription (in-skrip-shon) n. Something written or printed such 
as can be seen on a statue, or monument or gravestone, 
insect (tn-sekt) n. A tiny animal such as a bee, moth or ant. 
inseparable ad/. That cannot be separated, or do not want to 
be separated. Ex. Friends who are very often together are 
sometimes said to be inseparable. 

Insert o. To put something in. Ex, You can iruert a key in a 
lock or insert a sentence in an essay. 
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Triffing, not important. Ex. The new boy 
look! but I hear he if very clever. 

iiiilat 0 . To ftate flr^y or to demand. Ex. Mother inxitU that 
we miict all wash our hands before meals. Father insisted 
that mother must rest in the afternoon. He was insistent 
about this. 

liMOlent (ifHK>>lent) adj. Rude, impertinent. Ex. The grocer's 
boy sms ^tsolent to his master and was dismissed fmm his 
Job. He was dismissed because of his insolence. 

inspect V, To look at carefully; to examine. Ex. The engines 
of a new ship have to be carefhlly impeded before she sets 
out mu a voyage. One who inspects is an inspector. He 
msJces a careM inspedion. 

Inspire o. To influence (see influence). To make someone want 
to do better, or to become better, perhaps by setting an 
example. Ex. Winston Churchill inspired the people of many 
nations during wartime by his speeches and by Ids example. 
He was an inspiration to many. 

install (in-jfkxol) v. To place where it is going to be used. Ex. 
Mother was delighted when she had a new electric stove 
instaUed in the kitchen. 

instalment (in-shRo2>ment) n. One of the parts of something 
that is not yet complete. Ex. Mother is paying for the new 
stove in inikahnents. The flrst instalment was ten shillings. 
1 am reading a serial story that is to appear in eight instal¬ 
ments. 

Instance (in-stans) n. Example. Ex. King Robert the Bruce 
was an indaatee of a man who persevered against many 
difficulties. 

instant n. A moment. Ex. The paper was alight in an insfanl, 
and we soon had a good picnic file. 

instead ado. In place. Ex. Mary chose a doll instead of a 
book. 

instep (ih-step) n. The upper part of the foot. 

instinct n. A natural inclination (see incline) or inward feeling 
that makes people and animals do a thing without having 
been taught. SSx. Birds fly by instinct. Instinctive (adj.) 
means caused by instinct. Ex. We all have an instinctive 
fear of fire unless it is controlled. We fear it instinctively. 

Institution (in-sti-tsio-shon) n. A building which is the head¬ 
quarters (see headquarters) of some good work that is being 
done. Ex. In many towns there is an InstitiUion for the 
Kind. 

instruct V. To teach or give orders to. Ex. John is being weU 
instructed in arithmetic. The e^and boy was intruded to 
ddiver the order at once. John is being given instrucEon in 
arithmetic. This book gives full instrtudums for doing 
oonjuring tricks. 
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instrument (int-tToo-ment) n. Something made for doing one 
particular piece of work. Bm. A surgeon, a doctor and a 
dentist all have instrumenia for special purposes. A piano is 
a musical instrument, and so is a flute. 

Insult (in-sult) n, dh v, A remark that is rude and meant to give 
offence. To make such a remark is to insuU (in-«tiff) some¬ 
one. An insulting remark is always offensive. 

insure (in-sAoor) v. To pay a small sum of money regularly, in 
order to make sure of getting a large sum if a certain mis¬ 
fortune happens. Ex. Our house is insured against fire for 
£500. If it were burned down, father would get £500. That 
is called Fire Insurance (n.). 

intellect n. The power of thinking. The mind. Bx. Sir Isaac 
Newton was a person of great intellect. He was inteUee» 
tual. 

intelligence n. The power of understanding. Ex, The teachsar 
says that Tommy shows great intelligence, though he is still 
very young. He is intelligent, and does not ne^ to be told 
things more than once. 

intend v. To mean or aim at. Bx. John intends to be a teacher 
when he is grown up. That is his intention. To do a thing 
intentionally (ado.) is to do it on purpose, meaning to do it. 
Ex. He did not break the window intentionally. It was an 
accident. 

intense adj. Extreme (see extreme). Ex. We found the beat in 
the tent was intense. It was intensely hot. 

inter (in-ler) v. To bury a dead body. A burial is an interment 
(in-ler-ment). 

intercept (in-ter-sep<) o. To seize or stop a person or thing on its 
way Ihom one place to another. Ex. The messenger was 
intercepted on his way to the bank. • 

interest n. Keen attention. To take sA interest or to be 
interested in something, such as birds’ eggs or railway engines, 
is to enjoy spending time on 8 tud 3 dng them and getting to 
know a lot about them. Ex. James takes no inUrest in fish, 
but he is interested in all sorts of insects. 

interfere v. When we say Do not interfere with John while 
he is mending his bicycle ” or ’’ Do not interfere with these 
boys who are quarrelling,’* we mean ** Leave them alone to 
finish what they are doing.** They do not want interference. 
An interfering person is one who is inclined to push himself 
into other people’s business where he is not nmnted. 

interior (in-teer-t-or) n. db adj. Inside. Ex. The interior of the 
bouse is more attractive than you might expect. The interior 
woodwork had all come from Australia. 

Interloper (in-ter-io-per) n. One who intrudes where he is not 
wanted. Em. Father said he felt like an interloper at the 
mfrfiing, as he did not know anyone there. 
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internal (iii*ter-nal) adj. Inside, or referring to the inside of 
something. Em. He received internal injuries (injuries to the 
inside of his body) in the accident. 

International (in>ter>fuuh^on-al) adj. Taking place between two 
or more nations. Ex. The international football match brought 
onlookers from many foreign countries. 

interpret (in-frr-pret) v. (a) To explain or make clear the meaning. 
Ex. Mother interpreted Pilgrim'e Progress to us. (6) To trans¬ 
late from a foreign language. Ex. The Frenchman in the 
bus knew no English, but John was able to interpret what 
he wanted to say to the conductor. One who interprets is 
an interpreter (ri.). 

interrupt v. To stop or break into what someone else is doing 
or saying. Ex. Do not interrupt father while he is reading the 
paper. You interrupted me when I was going to tell you 
where I went yesterday. The interruption made me forget 
what I was going to say. 

interval n.* The space, usually the space of time, between two 
things. Ex. There was an interval of ten minutes at the 
concert, to give the orchestra a rest. 

interview n. A meeting between two or more people to discuss 
something. Ex. The Headmistress had an interview with 
Mother. To interview (n.) a person is to ask him questions 
on a particular subject. Ex. Father interviewed the gardener 
before he employed him. The newspaper reporter interviewed 
the film star. 

intimate (1) adj. Private, personal, friendly. You can say that 
letters are intimate, or that you have become very intimate 
with a boy at school. He is now one of your intimate friends. 
(2) V. To announce or make known. Ex. The headmaster 
intimated (tn-tim-ated) that there would be a half-holiday 
on Thursday. He made that intimation. 

Intolerable (in-toZl-er-abl) adj. Unbearable. Ex. Heals an in¬ 
tolerable nuisance. 

intoxicated adj. Drunk. Intoxicating liquor is a liquor that 
makes people drunk. 

intrepid (in-frep-id) adj. Very brave, fearless. Ex. Captain Scott 
of the Antarctic was an intrepid explorer {see explore). 

intrigue (in-trecg) n. dk v. A secret plot; to make such a plot. 
Ex. There were constant intrigues during die Civil War in 
England. 

introduce (in-tro-dewce) v. To introduce one person to another 
is to make them known to each other or to give them an tn- 
troduction (n.). To introduce a new idea is to bring it forward 
so that it is noticed. Ex. The lecturer was introduced to the 
audience by the vicar. Our French master has introduced 
the {dan of teaching us pronunciation by gramophone 
record. 
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intrude o. To go wh«e one is not wanted. Ex, Do not ininide 
on Mrs. A. just now; she has visitors. If you went into her 
room it would be an initusion (n.). 
invade n. To enter a country by force. Germany invaded 
Poland in 1989» and that invasion was the beginning of a 
war in which the German invaders were beaten. 


Invalid (in>val>id) n. A sick person. Ex. The invalids were 
well cared for in the hospital. 

invalid (in-noi-id) adj. Having lost its value. Ex, Mary found 
that her return ticket was invalid. It ought to have been 
used the previous month. 

invaluable adj. Very valuable. The word really means ** so 
valuable that it is impossible to name a value for it.'* Ex. 
The policeman gave us invaluable help in finding our puppy. 

invariable (in-nm'r-i-abl) adj. Not changing. Always the same. 
Ex. His kindness was invariable. He was invariMy kind. 

invent n. To think out something quite new. Ex. Edison helped 
to invent electric lighting. That was a wonderful invention 
and Edison was a great inventor. 

investigate (in-nest-i-gate) v. To enquire into or examine with 
care. Ex. Scientists are now investigating ways of producing 
more food all over the world. They are making carefid 


investigations. 
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Irregular adj. Not regular. Not working or happening in tilie 
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80 even. To say that a man died without issue means that 
he left no children. (2) v. To come out or srad out. Sm, 
Water issued from the broken pipe. A daily paper is oim 
^ that is issued every day. - 
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jail (jale) n. See gaol. 

am n. Fruit boiled with sugar so that when cold it becomes 


Jam (1) n. A block or stopple. JSse, A lorry broke down and 
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stremed^fsernsiraiii). Sometiincs^ir^jelly^adding^s^ojatdo 

wi^ fruit juice and gelatine. 

Jellyfiafr n. A creatmi!!^igniv^05^ig=^^^QiEa4a6^^r.ra^B;^ 

jelly, and can sometimes give you a painful sting. 

Jeopardy (j«p-ar-de) n. Danger. Ex, When ^Fom^^wbo^eould 


not swim, tried to bathe in the rough^ea^e^was^oon-4n 



Jex’klfir^n. AnB^n*i"^^wfr^TOtr'ofT^nid“wonrim^'^gor 



ornament containing precious stones. Ex. The Crown jewels 
can be seen in the Tower of London. A jeweller is one who 
sells jewels or jewellery. 

Jl^ fi. A quick and lively dance or tune. 

Job «. (o) A piece of work. Ex. Mother gave Blary the job of 
peeling the potatoes, (b) The work or employment by which 
a person earns bis living. Ex. Father has a good job in a 
motor factory. 

Jockey n. The rider of a racehorse. Ex. All jockeys keep the 
weight as light as posmble to enable their horses to gallop fast. 

Jocular (jok-u-lar) adj. Given to joking. Said as a Joke. Either 
a person or a remark can be jocular. 

Jog o. To give a slight push to. Ex. He jogged my elbow and 
my tea was spUt. 
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joint n. (a) The point at which pieces of wood, metal or rubber are 
joined together. Ex, The fireman’s hose leaked (see leak) at 
one of the joints, (6) A piece of meat, such as the Sunday 
joint,** 

Joke n, db v. Something said or done to cause amusement. Ex, 
I heard a good joke on the wireless last night. When father 
was ill, he still used to joke with us all. 

Jolly adj. Merry, cheerful. Ex. We were at a very joUy party 
last night. 

Jolt (1) n. A sudden jerk (see jerk). (2) v. To move in jerks. 
Ex, The car joUed along on the bad road. 

Jot (1) fi. A very small amount. Ex. I do not feel inclined to 
do even a jot of work to-night. (2) v. To make a note in 
writing. Ex. I jotted down her i^dress before she left. 

Journal (jur-nal) n. (a) A newspaper. (6) A notebook in which 
a record (or account) of something is kept. A diary is some¬ 
times called a journal. 

Journalist (^ur-na-list) n. One whose work is writing for news¬ 
papers and magazines. His work is journalism. 

Journey (jur-ne) n, A trip from one pl^ to another. Ex, Did 
you have a comfortable journey from London ¥ 

Jovial (jo-ve-al) adj. Cheerful and good-natured. Ex, We all 
enjoy Uncle Harry’s visits—^he is so jovial, 

Joy n. A feeling of gladness or happiness. Ex. It was a great 
joy to hear of John’s prize. It was joyous news, and we 
all felt joyful about it. 

Jubilant (jeto-bi-lant) adj. Rejoicing, delighted. Ex. We were 
jubilant when our team won the Cup. There was great 
jubilation. 

Jubilee n. A time of rejoicing, such as at a special anniversary 
(s^ anniversary) of some event. Ex. Queen Victoria celebrated 
her golden jubilee (having reigned for fifty years) in 1887. 

Judge (1) n. (a) A person appointed by the Government to hear 
both sides of a case (it may be a quarrel, or it ma^oe a charge 
of wrong-doing) and give his decision (see decide) upon it. 
(2) V, To form an opinion on some particular thing, and 
state what is good or bad about it. Ex. An artist is coming 
to judge the drawings at our school. The decision of a judge 
is a judgment. 

judicious (jew-dtsh-us) adj. Wise, able to form sensible judg¬ 
ments about the right thing to do. Ex. llie Prime Minister 
of a country has to be a very judicious man. 

Juggle V. To do conjuring (see conjure) tricks with balls, plates, 
etc. One who does this is a juggler. 

Juice (jewce) n. The liquid part of firuit or vegetable. Ex. 
Most children like orange juice ; and they like a juicy apple 
too. 

July (joo-iy) n. The seventh month of the year. 



JUM 


158 


KAN 


Jumble n. An untidy mixture of things. A Jumble Sale is a 
sale at which all sorts of things are sold, usually to get money 
for a charitable pur(/ose. 

Junction (junft-shon) n. The place where two or more things 
meet, especially railway lines. Ex. At Clapham Juwtion in 
London, many railway lines meet. 

June (joon) n. The sixth month of the year. 

Jungle ft. Land, in tropical countries, so thickly covered with 
trees and bushes that a man can scarcely go through it. 

Junior (jewn-yor) adj. Younger. Ex. The junior boys were 
allowed to go home at one o'clock. Mr. Smith’s grown-up son 
is Mr. Smith, Junior. 

Junk n. (a) A Chinese boat, (b) Pieces of old rope or any useless 
odds and ends. 

Junket n. The thick curd {see curd) of milk, sweetened and used 
as a pudding. 

Jury n. A number of men and women who have tq attend a 
Court of Law, hear a case that is being tried by a judge, and 
give their verdict (see verdict). 

Just (1) adj. Fair, lawful, right. Ex, The rules made by our 
headmaster are very just. We all think he deals with us 
justly. (2) adv. Exactly, barely. Ex. Just long enough. 

Justice n. Honesty, fairness. Ex. A court of law has to see that 
everyone gets justicct rich and poor alike. 

Justify 0 . (a) To prove to be right and just. Ex. The policeman 
was justified in arresting the thief, (b) To give a good excuse 
for doing something. Ex. The boy justified himself by saying 
he did not begin the fight. 

Jut V. To stick out. Ex. Land's End juts out from the coast of 
Cornwall. , 

Juvenile (jeio-ve-nile) adj. Young, or suitable for the young. 
Ex. The juvenile members of the party were at a se[>arate 
table. '^James is too old now for juvenile books. 


K 

Kaffir n. One of the native races of South Africa. 

Kaiser (ky-ser) n. The German word for Emperor. Kaiser 
Wilhelm II was the last Emperor of Germany, 
kaleidoscope (ka-ly-do-skope) n. A tube with mirrors in it, and 
pieces of coloured glass at one end. When shaken, the pieces 
of glass make wonderful patterns, constantly changing, 
kangaroo (kang-ga-roo) n. An Australian animal which moves 
in jumps. The female has a pouch in which she carries her 
young. 



KEE 


154 


KIO 


ked fi. The lowest part of a ship, stretdiing from one end to 
the other. The keel (often inade of me^) has to be very 
strong. 

keen Eager, sharp, interested. Ex. John was very keen to 
do well in the examination. He has keen eyesi^t. He is a 
keen cricket-player. 

fceepeake n. A present to be kept in memory of someone. Em, 
Before Uncle Robert went to live in America, he gave each of 
us a book as a keepsake, 

kogn. A WDoall barrel (see barrel) used for storing butter and other 
foods. 

kannel n. The little wooden house a dog fives 
in. 

kernel n. The inside part of a nut or fruit 
stone. Ex. The kerneU of walnuts are very 
good to eat. 

kettle n., A metal vessel with spout and 
handle, used for boiling water. 

key (kee) n. A tool for opening or fastening 
a loek. Ex. He opened the door with his 
own key. 

khaki (kok-ke) n. The yellowisb-brown material of which soldiers* 
uniforms (see uniform) are often made. 

kick o. To strike with the foot as a ball is kicked in football. 

kid n. A young goat. 

kUfakap o. To steal and cany away a persmi or clnld. Ex. The 
natives kidnapped the little white boy, and took him away to 
the hills. 

kidney n. One of the organs of the body (see organ). 

kiln n. A closed oven or ftimace (see furnace) for drying or 
baking purposes. 

iriit fi. A pleated skirt usually made of tartan doth. JSa. The 
MU is worn by members of Scottish Highland regiments (see 
regiment). 

kin n. People belonging to the same famUy; relations. Ex. 
Your cousin is one of your kin, one of your kindred. He is 
a Mneman of yours. 

kindergarten (kin-der-gar-ten) n. A bc1kk>1 for very young 
cbikhen. 

kindle (ki»-dl) v. To set fire to. Ex. When we want to light 
a we begin by kindling the sticks. 

Idim n. Cows, cattle. 

kingdom n. A land ruled over by a king. Ex, Ihe kingdom 
of Norway. 

kingfisher n. A beautifril blue bird whidi lives near riven. 

I rfMk (kee-osk) n. A covered stall or stand, out of doors. Em. 
Sometimes newspapers are sold in ktoakt. Some kMukr con¬ 
tain tdephones for public use. 
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kipper fi. A herring that has been dried and smoked, 
kit fi. The luggage or equipment (see equip) of soldiers* 
kitchen n. The room in a house where 
cooking is done. 

kite n. (a) A light framework, covered with 
paper which, attached to a long string, 
can be flown to a great height, (b) A 
bird of prey, now very rare in England, 
but in ^e olden days very common even 
in London. 

kitten n. A young cat. 
knack (nak) n. A way of being able to do 

certain things easily, and well. Ex» John has the knack of 
making dogs obey Um, and do little tricks, 
knapsack (fuip-sak) n. A bag carried on the back, hanging from 
the shoulders. Ex. James carried his sandwiches in his knap^ 



Kite 


sack, 

knave (nave) n. 

character, 
knead (need) u. 


A person who lives by cheating. A dishonnrt 


To squeeze with the hands—usually referring 
to the mixing of flour and water in bread-making. Ba. We 
could see the baker kneading the dough before he put it in 
the oven. 


knell (nell) n. The slow ringing of a church bell, in single strokes, 
when someone has died. 

knick-knack (ntk-nak) ti. A small ornament (tee ornament). 
Ex. Grandmother is very fond of the knick-knacks on her 
mantelpiece. 

knight (nite) n. A title given to a man by the Queen which 
makes him Sir instead of Mr. 

knit (nit) v. To make something (such as a sock or stocking) 
out of wool or siik, using needles of a special kind. 

knob (nob) n. A small hard lump, such as a piece of coal. The 
roundea handle of a door is called a knob. 

knock (nok) v. db n. To strike or rap, as on a door. Sometimes 
a metal kmeker is flxed on a door for this purpose. 

Knockabout (nok-a-bout) n. Fun of a noisy and rather rough 
kind, such as clowns sometimes pro¬ 
vide. 

knot (not) n. da v. A fastening made by 
twisting a cord or ribbon in certain ways. 

Ex. Sailors are trained to knot (v.) ropes 
in such a way that the knots (n.) wiU 
never come out by accident. A knotty Knots 

(notty) problem is one that is difficult 
to solve (see solve). 

knowing (tio-ing) adj. Clever, intelligent. Ex* We all think 
baby is very knowing for her age. 
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knowledge (tto/-ej) n. A person's knowledge of any subject is 
all that he knows about it. Ex, My kr^ledge of French is 
still very slight {see slight). 

knuckle (nuk-1) n. The bony joints on the back of the hand. 
Ex, \^en the two boys quarrelled, they used their knuckles 
on each other. 

kremlin n. A fortress inside a Russian city, especially the one 
in Moscow which is the headquarters of the Soviet government. 




label (tot/-bl) n. A smaU card or piece of paper fastened to 



sure 'to label (o.) your trunk before it goes on trun. 


Uti v^rr<T)^gfT^>i7rgra7nea ■ / i 


needed for doing scientific work {see science). 


great labour for mother. (2) v. To work hard. A 
(n.) is one who does heavy work. A laborious (Is-dor-i-us) 
task is a hard and difficult one. 

lack n. db 0 . Want or need. Ex. The machines in the factory 
were stopped for lack (n.) of cbai r3Qie^3hgdBBa3^jE^5^^=^^fc 
are poorly clothed ; they kKifeii?.)^waEmhdQfees4or^he=^a^^ 

a lad there was no wireless to listen to. 
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lake n. A large piece of water with land all round it. Ex, Lake 
Windermere. 

lamb (lam) n. The young of the sheep. Em, Lamhe are seen in 
the fields in the early spring. 

lame adj. Unable to walk properly because of an injured leg 
or foot. Ex. John was for some time after his fall on the 
ice. 

lament (la-fnen<) v. To weep or complain or be sorry for. Ex. 
Mary lamented the loss of her kitten for a long time. The 
old lady next door was in a lamentable (iom-en-ta-bl) state, 
with no one to look after her properly, 
lamp n. A gadget which bums oil, gas or electricity, to make 
ight. Ex. In the country, oil lempe are still used sometimes. 
‘ (1) n. A long spear such as knights used to carry in olden 
rays. (2) V. To cut, as a doctor or surgeon does. Ex. 
The doctor lanced Mary's swollen finger, and now it is quite 
cured. 

land (1) n. (a) The part of the earth that is not^vered by sea. 
(6) A country. Ex. England is a pleasant land to live in. 
(2) V. To leave the sea and put or come on diore. Ex, The 
fishermen landed a great catch of herrings. We landed at 
Dover. We all made a safe landing. 
landlord n. A man who owns land or houses. A landlady is 
one who lets rooms to lodgers. 

landmark n. Something very noticeable and easily seen, such 
as a high tower. 

landscape n. A view of the countryside, 
lane n. A narrow road, especially in the country, 
language (lang-gwaj) n. The form of speech used by a particular 
nation, as the English language is spoken by 
the English people. 

languid (lang-gwid) ady. Slow and lifeless. Ex. One 
oftefi feels languid after an illness, or in very hot 
weathlr. 

lantern n. A lamp enclosed in a case, suitable for 
carrying about. Ex. The farmer carries a lantern 
when he goes to look after his animals on winter 
nights. 

lap (1) fi. The knees, usually of a woman, when 
sitting. Ex. The cat loves to lie on mother's 
lap. (2) V, To lick up with the tongue as a 
cat or dog does when it drinks. ^ 
lapwing n. A bird with a crest (severest), about 
the size of a crow, found in open fields. • 
larch n. A tree which bears cones, and has hanging branches 
covered with green needles instead of leaves, 
lard n. Fat from the pig, melted down and used for cooking, 
larder n. The store-room in a house where food is kept. 
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Iftrk n. (a) A nnal] IHrd which aingi aweetly while it fliee. (5) 
A bit of Am. 

larre n. The neme given to a butterfly or moth before it 
gete ita winga and while it ia atill a caterpillar or grub (tee 
grub). 

lash (1) n. A whip, or a stroke with a whip. (2) o. (a) To 
abike with a whip. (5) To tie together. Rt^inaon 
Cruaoe lathed loffi together to make a raft, 
teas n. A girl or young woman. 

lasBO fi. A rope with a noose (tee noose) at one end, lued by 
cowboys for catching cattle. 

last(l)ndy. After all the others, James was the lost to arrive. 
(2) V. To continue or hold out. Ea, The concert lotted a 
long time. Mary feared that her money would not hut to 
the end of her holiday. A lotting happiness or a lotting 
sorrow is one that goes on for a long time, 
late adj. (a) After the usual or expected time. Bsb, Ihe train 
was ten minutes lots, (b) The late Mr. Brown means the 
Mr. Brown who has died. 

lath n. A thin strip of wood, especially the kind used in making 
ceilings. 

lather (ioh-ther) n. Froth made by rubbing soap In water, 
latitude fi. lines of latitude are imaginary lines used to help 
to measure distance on the earth between the North and 
South poles and the equator. 

latter adj. The second of two things mentioned. Eo. Tommy 
likes both apples and pears, but he prefers (tee prefer) the {offer, 
lattice n. A net>work of thin strips of wood or metal. A lattice 
window is one in which the pieces of glass are fitted in to a 
net-work of this kind. 

laud IV To praise. A laudable action is one that is worthy of 
praise. 

launch c. To move a boat (often a newly-built one) into the sea. 
laundry n. A place where dothes are washed. A woman who 
works in a laundry is a laundrett. She laundert the dothes. 
laurel (for-d) ti. The hay-tree, whose leaves were used by the 
Greeks for making wreaths for their heroes, 
lava n. Melted rock thrown up by a volcano (tee volcano), 
lavender (foo-en-der) n. A sweet-smelling garden-plant from 
which scent called lavender water is made, 
lavlah adj. Generous, or sometimes wasteful. Eat. Uncle Harry 
was always lavith in dving presents, 
law n. The rules made an any country by the government to 

S revent crime, and protect the inhabitants. A thing that 
I according to the kw is lawful. The opposite is lawlett, 
" and lawless people must be punished. 

lawn A. The grassy part of a garden. Eat. Baby plays with his 
ball on the lawn. 
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lawyer (Zoio-yer) n. A person who is imined to know the law 
of the country, and can advise others about wluat is laafid 
and what is unlawful. 

lay (1) fi. A poem or song. (2) o. To spread or put down, as 
to lay a cloth or a book on the table. Ea. H4Ui8 kqf Sfg** 
layer (1) n. One thickness of anything. Ea, Put a la^ of straw 
alwve each layer of apples in the tox. 
layman n. Anyone who is not a clergyman. Em, At the church 
meeting, laymen were allowed to make speeches, 
lazy (lay-7je) a^. Not inclined to work or be aeUve. T awinris 
is a bad fault in a boy or girl. 

leaflet n. A smaU piinM sheet of paper. Em. We found a tee^Ui 
in our letter-box advertising a concert in the Town 
league (leeg) n. A group of people united ($ee unite) by interest 
in or sympathy with some particular thing. £ss. The United 
Nations Organisation (known as U.N.O.) is a league of many 
nations which earnestly wish to prevent war. 
leak (1) fi. A hole or crack whid^ lets a liquid an gas run out. 
(2) V, To escape in this way. A leaking kettle is a kettle 
which has a leak and lets the contents run out. 
lean (1) v. To rest against or bend over. Em, You might lean 
on your mother’s arm, or over the baby’s cot. To have 
a Uoning towards something is to have a liking for it. As. 
John has a leaning towards books rather than games. (2) 
adj. Thin, not fat. Em, A lean man or a lean piece of beef, 
leap c. <5 n. To jump, or a Jump. As, He leapt (£ept) over the 
fence, or he made a great leap, 

learn (lem) o. To study and get knowledge about something. 
Em. Nancy is leamir^ French now. .4 person who has learned 
a great deal is said to be learned (ler-ned). He has.mueh 
leeming or education (see educate), 
loath n. '^e strap or chain by wUch one holds a dog. Em. 

Dogs m^ be kept on the leasA in this hotel, 
leather (lefA-er) n. The sldn of an animal with hair or wool 
removed. A leather (adf.) bag is one made of leather, 
leave (1) n< Permission. Em, The teacher gave 
leave to go home early. To go on leave 
is to go on holiday fkom work. A Isooe-taking 
is a good-bye. Leavinge are what is left over 
when the b^ has been taken away. As. We 
give all our leavinge of food to the pigs. (2) v. 

To go away from. Em, To leave London, 
lectern n. The desk from which the lessons are 
read in church. 

lecture n. A talk or speech given to an 
audience on a particular subject. Em, We 
went to hear a lectors on ** The Discovery of 
Amoioa.** 
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ledge (lej) n, A narrow shelf, such as a window-ledge, 
leek n. A vegetable somewhat like an onion, 
left p. Past tense of the verb to leave. Ex, He left the house, 
left a^. Connected with the side of the body on which the heart 
is. Ex. The left hand, the left foot. To be ^/{-handed is to 
be inclined to write, or do other things, with the left hand 
instead of the right. 

legacy (leg-a-se) n. A gift to someone, mentioned in the will of a 
person who has died (see will). Em. Mother is buying a sewing- 
machine with the legacy she has had from her uncle, 
legal (lee-gal) adj. According tu law, allowed by the law, lawful. 
Ex. It is not legal (it is ilkgal) to ride a bicycle without a light 
after dark. 

legend (l^*-end) n. A very old story. Ex, There is a legend 
about a secret passage running down to the sea from the old 
castle. The secret passage is legendary. 
leggings ei. Covering for the legs to protect (see protect) them 
from rain. Ex. Mother said Nancy must not go out in the 
snow till she put her leggir^s on. 

legible (lej-ibl) adj. Easy to read. Ex. John’s writing is much 
more l^ible than James's. 

leisure (les/-ur) n. adj. Time free from work. Ex. Mary likes 
to knit in her leisure time. To do a thing in a leisurely way 
is to do it without hurrying. 

lend V. To let a person have something for a time, after which 
it must be returned. Ex. John lent me his penknife. I read 
books from the lending library. 

length n. If a stick is a yard long, its length is one yard. I'o 
lengthen a thing is to make it longer. Ex. Mother had to 
lengthen Mary's school dress. At l^t^th means at last. Ex. 
At length he reached the top of the hiU. 
lenient (fre-ni-ent) adj. Mild, merciful, not severe. Ex. Our new 
English mistress seems to be very lenient^ and n^er punishes 
us for carelessness. 

Lent n. The forty days before Easter Sunday, 
leopard (frp-ard) n. A large fierce animal, like a tiger but having 
spots instead of stripes, 
leper (lep-ev) n. One who has leprosy. 

leprosy (frp-ro-se) n. A very serious disease which affects the 
skin. It occurs usually in hot, damp countries such as Africa, 
less adj. Not so much. Ex. We had less frost last year than 
usual. 

-lees is a syllable sometimes added to the end of a noun, and 
meaning without." Ex. Senseless means without sense, 
foolish. Endless means without end, lasting a long time. 
Noiseless means without noise, quiet, 
lest eonj. For fear that. Ex. Do not go into baby's room lest 
you should wake him. 
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let V. (e) To allow. Ex, 1 hope mother will let me go skating 
to-morrow. (6) To let a bouse to someone is to allow him 
to live in it and pay rent for it (see rent), 
letter n. (a) a, b, e, and so on, are the letters of the alphabet. 

(b) A written message, usually sent by post in an envelope, 
lettuce (let-us) n. A garden plant whose leaves are used for salad, 
level (lev-el) (1) n. A flat surface. Ex. The level of the lake is 
higher because of the heavy rains. (2) adj. Flat, having an 
even surface. 

liberal adj. Generous (see generous), giving freely. Ex. My uncle 
is very liberal, especially to his nephews and nieces, 
liberate v. To set free. Ex. to liberate slaves, 
liberty n. Freedom. Ex. 'Fhe prisoner was given his liberty, 
library (ly-bra-re) n. A collection of books, or the building in 
wMch they are kept. Ex. There is a Public Library in all 
our large towns. The man in charge of the books is the 
librarian (ly-brair-i-an). 

licence (ly-sence) n. Permission to do something, such as to keep 
a dog, or to use something, such as a wireless set. * 
lie V. To say something that one knows is not true. To do this 
is to tell a lie (rt.). One who tells a lie is a liar. 
lieutenant (lef-fen-ant) n. A junior officer in the Army or Navy, 
lifebuoy (h/e-boy) n. A belt made of cork or rubber which can 
support a body in water. 

lift (1) n. A sort of cage, used in large shofis, hotels and offices 
in which people are carried up and down instead of using 
a staircase. (2) r. To raise, 
light (Jite) (1) n. That which makes things visible 
(see visible), wdiethcr natural light, from the 
sun, or artificial (sec artificial). (2) v. To make 
or become light; to catch fire or set fire to. 

(3) adj. Having plcntv of light ; also the 
opposite of heavy (see heavy). 
lighthousej.(2tte-house) n. A strong high tower, 
with a Dright lantern on top, built on rocks, 
or at danger points, to guide ships to safety, 
lightning n. The flash of electricity caused by a 
thunderstorm. 

lightship n. A ship, carrying a fixed light, 
anchored (see anchor) in a place dangerous to 
sliipping. 

likely adj. Probable, such as one would expect. 

Ex, The weather forecast says that a good day 
to-morrow is likely. 
likeness n. When we say there is a likeness between two people, 
we mean that they look like each other. A photograph is 
sometimes said to be a good likeness of a person —it is very 
like him. 

W.B.U.—F 
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limb **• ^ O' o branch of a tree, 

lime fi. An English tree. Also the fruit of a foreign tree, which 
looks like a lemon, and from which lime juice is made, 
limestone n. A hard white-coloured stone used for building, 
limit (1) n. The boundary, or farthest point one can reach. Ex. 
There is a fence to mark the limitg of the football ground. 
In the last race, John ran to the limit of his strength. (2) n. 
To keep within boundaries (see boundary). To keep down 
in size. Ex. Father limits John^s pocket money to sixpence 
per week. A limited space is one that is not large, 
limp (1) tidj. Not stiff or Arm. To feel limp is to have no wish 
for movement or action, no energy (see energetic). (2) o. To 
walk as if lame (see lame), 
linen (lin-en) n. Cloth made from flax (see flax), 
linger (Hng-gtr) o. To delay or go very slowly. Ex. Mother told 
Mary she must not linger when doing the shopping, 
linguist (/tng-gwist) n. One who is good at learning foreign lan¬ 
guages. A good linguist can speak three, or four, or more 
languages. 

linnet n. A small wild bird which sings sweetly, 
linoleum (lin-o-le-uni) n, A shiny covering for floors that is 
easily washed. Ex, We have linoleum on our kitchen 
floor. 

lion (ly~oti) n. A large fierce wild animal with thick hair on its 
bead and neck, found in Ahica and other hot countries, 
lioness (ly-on-ess) n. The female lion, 
liquid (h'k'Wid) n. S adj. Fluid (see fluid). 

liquor (lik-or) n. Any liquid, but usually one containing 
alcohol. 

literature n. The writings of good authors, in prose and poetry. 

An author is sometimes called a literary man. 
litter fi. (a) Straw or hay used as bed for an animal, (b) The 
family of puppies or pigs born at one time, (c) Untidy pieces 
of paper or anything else left lying about. eS: It is very 
bad behaviour to leave litter behind you after a picnic, 
lively (live-le) adj. Active, bright, gay. Ex. We had a lively 
game of musical chairs. 

llsard (fts-ard) n. A small reptile (see reptile) with four short 
legs and a long tail. 

llama (fa-ma) ri. A South American animal like a large sheep 
from whose coat good wool is obtained (see obtain), 
load (lode) (1) n. What is laid on sometliing, and has to be 
carried. The hay that is carried on a cart is a load of 
hay. (2) V. Ex. The hay was haded on to the cart, 
loaf (1) 11 . A piece of bread in the shape in which it was baked. 
(2) 0 . To loaf is to be idle and lazy. A hc^er is one who 
stands about lazily, doing nothing, 
loan n. I'he act of lending, or the thing that was lent. Ex, 
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John asked Harry for the loan of a book. And the book, 
when he got it, was a fean. 

loathe V, To hate, to feel disgust at. Ex. Nancy tocOhet taking 
castor oil. She says it is locUhsome (very nasty), 
lobby n. An entrance hall or passage, with 
rooms opening off it. Ex. We have an 
umbrella-stand in our lobby. 
lobster n. A large shell-fish which is good 
to eat. It is blue-black while alive, but 
bright red when boiled, 
local adj. Connected with, or belonging to, 
some special place. The local news¬ 
paper is one published in the town or 
district in which you live. In sudden 
illness, you would send for a local doctor, one living in your 
own locality. 

loch n. The Scottish word for lake. Ex. Loch I.omond. 
lock (1) n. (a) A metal part fitted on to a door to keep it 
fastened. Ex. Jane left the key in the lock, (b)’ A piece of 
hair. Ex. The child in the story had golden locks. (2) v. To 
fasten with a lock. Ex. Jane went back and locked the 
door. 

locomotive n. A railway engine. 

locust n. An insect like a grasshopper, which does great damage 
to crops in Africa and other hot countries, 
lodge (lodj) V. To live in a place for a time. A lodger is one 
who pays a rent for a room in someone else’s house, and lives 
in it. He is said to have lodgings in that house, 
lofty adj. High. Ex. The Matteifiorn in Switzerland is a lofty 
mountain. 

log n. (a) A large piece of wood from a tree. Ex. We all like to 
sit round a log fire, {b) The daily record that is k6pt of a 
ship's voyage is called the ship's lug. 
loiter (totter) v. To move slowly, to linger and waste time. 

Ex. Harry always loiters on the way to school, 
lonely (lone-le) adj. Alone and feeling sad about it. Ex. Mrs. 

Smith is lonely since her husband died, 
longing n. A great vdsh for. Ex. Mother says she has a longing 
to see France again. 

longitude (Zon-je-tewd) n. A word used in geography to express 
the distance of any place We.st or Fast of Greenwich, 
looking-glass n. See mirror. 

look-out n. The man in a ship who has the duty of looking out, 
to avoid danger, is called the look-out. 
loom n. A macUne on which weaving (see weave) is done, 
loop n. The doubled part of string, wool or thread through 
which another length of thread may be drawn. Ex. Every 
stitch in knitting is a kind of hop. 



Lobster 
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loose adj. Not tight, not fastened. Ex. You must sew on tiiat 
loose button, or you will lose it. To loosen is to make loose. 
Ex. You can loosen your shoe-laces, 
loot n. Booty, plunder (see these words). 

lop n. To cut off the ends. Ex. The gardener lopped the hedges, 
lop-sided adj. Having one side larger or heavier than the other. 

Ex. Tommy's face looked lop-sided when he had a gumboil, 
lorry n. A large wagon for carrying coals or other heavy things, 
loth adj. Unwilling. Ex. Tommy was loth to leave the parly, 
lounge (1) n. A sitting-room with comfortable armchairs. (2) v. 
To sit back in a lazy way. Ex. We are not allowed to lounge 
in our seats at school. We have to sit upright, 
lout n. A rough, clumsy person with bad manners. Such a 
person is said to be loutish. 

lovable (fun-abl) adj. Attractive and worthy of being loved. 

Ex. We all think Mary very lovable. 
lovely (/un-ly) adj. Very pretty, very beautiful, 
lower (lo-dr) (1) adj. Further down, below the others. Ex. Our 
lower teeth are in our lower jaw. If a boy does not do his 
work well at school, he may be moved down into a lower 
form. (2) V. To move down by means of a rope. Ex. 
Sailors lowered great boxes into the ship’s hold, 
loyal adj. Faithful and true, and worthy of being trusted. Ex. 

We can be loyal friends, and loyal to our Queen and country, 
lozenge (ios-enj) n. See pastille. 

lubricate (loo-bri-kate) v. To make smooth and slippery with 
oil, so that the parts move more easily. Ex. John lubricates 
the chain of his bicycle regularly, to keep it running well, 
lucid (/oo-sid) adj. Clear and easy to understand. Ex. John 
gave the doctor a lucid description of the accident, 
luck n.* Chance, or something that happens by chance without 
any special reason. You can have good luck (in which case 
you are lucky) or bad luck (in which case you aHe unlucky). 
Ex. It was very bad luck that John fell on the ice and broke 
his leg. 

luggage (/ug-aj) tt. The bags and trunks in which clothes are 
taken when one is travelling. 

lukewarm (lewk-warm) adj. Half warm or half cold. Ex. The 
coffee was not nice—it was only lukewarm. 
lull n. A pause or interval. Ex. There was a lull in the thunder¬ 
storm. 

lullaby n. A song to send a baby to sleep. 

lumber n. Anything that takes up space and is of no use. Ex. 

There is a lot of lumber in the c^ed in our garden, 
luminous (loom-in-us) adj. Giving light. Signing in the dark. 
Ex. A glow-worm is a luminous kind of beetle that shines in 
darkness. 

lunacy (foo-na-se) n. Madness. A lunatic is one who is mad. 
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lunch n. The meal, which we sometimes call dinner, eaten in 
the middle of the day. It is the short word for luncheon. 
lung n. Our two lungs are the organs through which we breathe 
{see breath and organ). 

lurch v. dh n. To move unsteadily (see steady) so as almost to 
fall. A ship is said to lurch when it rolls from side to side 
on a stormy sea. To leave a person in the lurch, is to leave 
him without the help he expects from you. 
lurid (loo-rid) adj. Burning red. Ex. The great fire cast lurid 
reflections on the low clouds, 
lurk V. To lie in hiding. Ex. A leopard was known 
to be lurking in the forest. 

luscious {lush-us) adj. Rich in taste, and very good 
to eat. Ex. At the party we had luscious ice¬ 
cream. 

lusty adj. Strong and healthy. Ex. James was a 
delicate child, but he is a big, lusty boy now. 
lute fi. A musical instrument with strings which 
are plucked by the fingers to make the musical 
notes. 

luxury (luks-yew-re) n. Great comfort, including 
costly possessions of all sorts. Ex. The prince 
was brought up in great luxury. He had a 
luxurious (luks-yew-re-us) home, 
lyre n. A musical instrument like a harp, used long ago. 
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macaroni n. A food made of flour and water, shaped into thin 
tubes, 

macaroon n. A small sweet biscuit or cake. 

mace n. An OTnam.ental metal staff carried in front of the Ix>rd 
Mayor in a procession {see procession) or set on the table in 
the House of Commons. 

machine {mo-sheen) n. An instrument made to do work that 
was formerly done by hand, such as a sewing machine, a 
printing machine. The parts of a machine are often called 
machinery {mo-sheen-er-e). Ex. All machinery has to be kept 
well oiled. 

mackerel n. An eatable fish, found in the sea in large shoals. 

mackintosh n. A coat made of material which kee[is out the 
rain. 

madam (mad-am) n. A polite word used to a lady when either 
writing or speaking to her. 

Madonna (ma-don-na) n. The Virgin Mary. 
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magazine (mag-a-zecn) n. (a) A store-room for gunpowder. 
(6) a paper that comes out at a fixed time, such as every week 
or every month, containing stories and interesting notes. 

The Sherlock Holmes stories first appeared in a monthly 
magazine. 

magenta (ma-^en-ta) n. A very bright red colour 
maggot fi. The small worm that develops (see develop) from an 
insect's egg, often found in meat, when it is going bad. 
magic (maj-ik) n. A way of pretending to be able to do things 
that are really impossible. Ex. The conjurer on the stage 
pretended to cut the lady in two halves and put her together 
again by magic. There are many fairy-tales about magicians 
(ma~jish-iM\s) who do such things, 
magistrate (m<ij-is-trate) n. A man or woman appointed to act 
as judge in a law court. Ex. The magistrate said that the 
boy must l)e punished for breaking the shop window, 
magnanimous (mag-nan-im-iis) adj. Generous and forgiving. 
Ex. The shop-keeper was magnanimous and forgave the boys 
who l&roke his big window. 

magnet n. A piece of iron which has the power of drawing 
other pieces of iron towards it. It does this by magnetism^ 
and is said to be magnetic (mag-nef-ic). 
magnificent (mag-nt/-i-sent) adj. Very splendid and grand. 

Ex. The Queen’s coronation was a magnificent sight, 
magnify (mc^-ni-fy) v. To make something seem larger. A 
telescope magnifies things that are far away, and a micro¬ 
scope magnifies things that are very small, 
magnitude n. Size. Ex. The stars in the sky may look small 
but are really of very great magnitude. 
magpie n. A black and white bird of the crow family, with a 
long tail. 

Maharajah (mah-ha-ralij-ah) n. An Indian prince or great ruler, 
mahogany (ma-Aog-a-ne) n. A hard wood of golden-brown 
colour, much used for making furniture. Ex. Wf^nnve a nice 
mahogany sideboard. 

maiden n. A young girl. Maid means either a young girl or a 
female servant in the house. 

mall n. (a) Armour made of steel plate>8 or rings. Ex. John 
saw coats of mail in the Tower of London. (6) Letter and 
parcel post. Ex. Is there no mail for me this morning ? 
maim c. To injure and di.sab1e (see these words). Ex. The 
farmer was maimed by falling off a cart during the harvest, 
main adj. Principal or chief. Ex. One of the main roads out 
of London is the Great North Hoad, 
mainland n. The main body of land, not an island, 
malnapring n. The chief spring in a watch or clock, 
mainstay n. The chief support (see support). Ex. Cousin WU- 
liam has been the mainstay of his family since his father died. 
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maintain (main-tain) v. To support or to keep something going. 
Eae. A father mainiaitM a family, or he may maintain a car 
in good order. 

maize (maze) n. Indian corn, a grain which produces food for 
animals and for human beings. 

majestic (ma-jes-tic) adj. Having dignity and grandeur {ste 
dignity and grand). 

majesty (maj-es-ie) n. (a) Dignity and grandeur. Ex. Queen 
Victoria kept up the majetty of the British Crown all through 
her reign. (6) A title. Ex, His Majesty King Charles II. 
major (may-jor) n. An Army officer, next in rank above a 
captain. 

majority n. (a) The greater number or greater part. Ex. The 
majority of the audience (see audience) enjoyed the concert 
very much. (6) The age of twenty-one. Ex. William's father 
gave him a gold watch when he reached his majority. 
malady n. Illness. Ex. John's malady was not serious, 
malaria (ma-tair-e-a) n. Fever caused by a mosquifo bite. It 
often occurs in tropical (see tropics) countries, 
malcontent n. A discontented person. 

male adj. <Sb n. Men belong to the male sex. Women belong to 
the female sex. A man can be called a male (ri.) and a woman 
a female. 

malefactor (ma/-e-fak-tor) n. A person who commits a crime, 
malevolent (mal-ev-o-lent) adj. Wishing evil or harm to some¬ 
one. Ex. The story of Jack and the Bean Stalk is about a 
malevolent giant. 

malice (tnaMs) n. Spite (see spite). The wish to injure some¬ 
one. Ex. We ought to try never to feel malice to anyone— 
never to be malicious. 

malignant (ma-li^-nant) adj. Full of hatred. Malevoleht, mali¬ 
cious. 

malingeii(mB-ltng'ger) v. To pretend to be ill in order to escape 
work. Ex. One of the workmen was inclined to 
malinger. Just because he was lazy, 
mallet n. A wcoden hammer. Ex, The game of 
croquet is played with a long-handled mallet, 
and a wooden ball, usually in a garden, 
malt (roawlt) n. Barley which has been prepared 
for making beer. 

Maltese (mawl-feez) n. db adj. A native of, or 
belonging to, Malta. 

maltreat (maldreet) v. To treat a person or animal 
with cruelty. Ex. The man next door maltreaied 
his little dog. 

mammal n. An animal that suckles its young ones (see suckle). 
Ex. Seals are mammals although they spend so much of their 
lives in the sea. 
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man (1) n. A male human being when grown up. (2) v. To 
■upply with men for the purpose of work. Ex, The life-boat 
was manned. 

manacle (man-a-kl) n. Handcuff {see handcuffs), 
manage v. (a) To look after or control {see control). Ex. The 
sailor managed the boat skilfully in the rough sea. {b) To be 
able to do something, or to find a way of doing it. Ex. The 
wounded soldier managed to get back to his 
eamp. One who manages a shop or a business 
is a manager, and the business is under his manage- 
ment. 

mandoline (man-do-lin) n. A stringed musical instru¬ 
ment, similar to a guitar. 

mane n. The long hair on the neck of a horse or a lion, 
mange (maynje) n. A skin disease which affects 
animals, especially dogs. Ex. Our dog developed 
mange when he was three months old. 
manger (mone-jer) n. I’he box or trough {see trough) 

from which horses and cattle feed in a stable or Mandoline 
byre {see byre). 

mangle (mang-gel) n. A machine for smoothing linen between two 
rollers. To smooth the linen in this way is to mangle (v.) it. 
manhood n. The state of being a man. Ex. John wants to be 
a doctor when he reaches manhood. 
mania (maf/-ne-a) n. {a) Madness. A maniac is a mad person. 
(6) To have a mania for something is to like it too much 
and spend too much time on it. Ex. Harry has a manta for 
taking the numbers of motor-cars, 
manipulate (ma-m/^-yew-late) v. To handle skilfully {see skill). 

Ex. The surgeon had to manipulate John’s broken arm. 
mankind n. /dl the people in the world. Ex. War is one of 
the greatest evils that can happen to mankind. 
manly adj. Like a man. Having the good qualities of a man. 
Ex. John is a manly fellow now, though he was li 'shy little 
boy. 

manna n. The food that God provided for the Israelites in the 
desert. 

mannequin (man-e-kin) n. A woiuau employed to show clothes 
to customers, by wearing them. 

manner n. A way of behaving, or a way of doing anything. 
Ex. Nancy has a very pleasant friendly manner. Susan 
dresses her hair in a very strange manner. We say that 
people have good manners or bad manners, meaning that 
they are polite and courteous, or the reverse {see all these 
words). 

mannerism n. An odd way of behaving that has become a 
habit. Ex. Mary has no cold, her little cough is just a 
mannerism. 
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manoeuvre (man-oo-ver) o. <fe n. To move cleverly. Ex. Before 
the battle began, our army manoeuvred to get on to hilly 
ground above the enemy. This was a skilful manoeutrre (rt.) 
(see skill). 

man-of-war n. A warship, 
mansion (man-shon) n. A large house. 

mantelpiece »». The shelf above the fireplace on which a clock 
is often placed. 

mantle n. An old-fashioned name for a lady's cloak, 
manual (1) n. A book of instructions (see instruct). Ex. When 
you buy a car you get a manual that tells you how to take 
care of it. (2) adj. Done by the hand. Ex. Everything in 
the village carpenter’s shop is done by manual labour. He 
has no machines. 

manufacture v. To make, usually by machinery, though it used 
to mean making by hand. Ex. Britain manufactures ships 
and steam-engines. The owner of a factory is a manufacturer. 
manure (man-j^ewr) n. v. Anything dug into the ground to 
make it more fertile (see fertile). To do this is to manure 
(v.) the land. 

manuscript (man-yew-script) n. A book or paper written by 
hand, or typed (see type), but not printed. 

Manx (manks) adj. Belonging to the Isle of Man. Ex. Manx 
cats have no tails. 

Maoris (mah-or-eea) n. A race of people who were the earliest 
inhabitants (see inhabit) of New Zealand, 
map n. A drawing or plan of any part of the world. Ex. In 
school we are taught to draw maps of our own neighbour¬ 
hood. 

maple (moy-pl) n. A tree common in Canada, from whose juice 
sugar can be made. 

mar v. To spoil. Ex. The sports were marred by Iwavy showers, 
maraude# (rna-raze-der) n. One who goes in search of something 
he can steal. 

marble n. c£^ adj. A very hard and beautiful stone, used for 
sculpture and also for ornamenting buildings, 
march (1) v. To walk as soldiers do, w'ith regular steps. (2) n. 

A piece of music written to suit marching. 

March n. The third month of the year. 

Marchioness (mar-shon-ess) n. The wife of a Marquis, 
mare n. A female horse. 

margarine (nuzr-ga-reen) n. A substitute (see substitute) for 
butter, made from various oils and fats, 
margin (mar-jin) n. The edge. Ex. The margins of a page are 
the blank spaces at each side of the print. Notes written in 
the margins are margined notes, 
marguerite (mahr-ger-eel) n. A large white daisy, 
msirigoid n. A common garden flower of yellow colouring. 
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marine (ma-r«en) (1) adj. Found in, or connected with, the sea. 
Ex. The whale is a marine animal. (2) n. A soldier who 
serves in the Navy. 

mariner (mar-in-er) n. A sailor. Ex. Columbus was a brave 
marimr, 

marionette (ma-ree-on-et) n. A doll which is made to move and 
dance by strings attached to its arms and legs, 
maritime adj. Connected with the sea. Ex. The Maritime Alps 
in the South of France are near the Mediterranean Sea. 
market n. A public place where goods are shown for sale. Ex. 
The famous ^sh-market in Loudon is at Billingsgate. To go 
out marketing is to go out shopping, 
marksman n. A man skilled in shooting. Ex. Robin Hood and 
his men were clever marksmen, 
marmalade n. Jain made from oranges. 

maroon (1) n. A dark red colour. (2) v. To leave a person 
on a lonely spot such as a desert island, 
marquee (/nahr-/;ec) n. A large tent. Ex. The flower-show was 
held in a marquee. 

marquis (niaAr-kwiss) n. A nobleman just below the rank of a 
duke. 

marriage n. The ceremony or religious service which makes a 
man and woman husband and wife. The man and woman 
marry each other. 

marrow n. {a) A kind of fatty jelly found in the hollow part 
of bones, (h) A vegetable shaped like a very large sausage. 
marsh n. Very wet low-ljdng ground. Ex. It is unhealthy to 
■ - li ve near a marsK or on marshy land. 

martial (mar-shal) adj. War-like. Ex. We might say that a 
General has a martial appearance, or that a band played a 
martial tune. 

martin n. A bird very like a swallow, with a short forked 
tail. ^ 

martinet n. A person who keeps very strict discipline (see 
discipline). Ex. Some schoolmasters are martinets. 
martyr (mahr-ter) n. One who suffers hardship, or even death, 
because of his religious beliefs. Ex. The early Christian 
martyrs were examples of great courage, 
marvel (l)n. Something wonderful or amazing. JSs;. The sailor’s 
narrow escape from death was a marvel. It was marvellous. 
(2) V. To wonder or be astonished. Ex. We marvelled at his 
escape. 

mascot n. Something that is supposed to bring luck to the per¬ 
son who wears it or takes it about. Ex. Harry carries a bent 
penny in his pocket as a mascot. 

masculine adj. Of the male sex, or manly. Ex. It is a masculine 
habit to smoke a pipe. 

mash o. To beat down into a soft mass, as one mashes potatoes. 



MAS 


171 


MAT 


mask (mahsk) n. A covering to hide the face, or a false face. 
Eae. Aunt Mary is going to a dance at which everyone has 
to wear a mask. The robbery was carried out by mashed 
men (men wearing masks). 

mason (may-son) n. One who builds with stone. VVhat he builds 
is called masonry (stonework). Ex. The great cathedrals were 
built by skilful masons. 

masquerade {mahsk-tr-ade) (1) n. A party at which the guests 
wear masks or other disguises. (2) r’. To disguise oneself or 
pretend to be what one is not. Ex. The thieves masquerad&i 
as guests at the hotel. 

mass n. (a) A celebration of the Lord's Supper, especially in the 
Roman Catholic Church. (6) A large amount or number. 
Ex. A great mass of timber {see timber) and of bricks had 
been collected for the building of the house, 
massacre (moss-a-ker) (1) n. The murder of a large number of 
people. (2) 0 . To murder in this way. Ex. In olden days 
there was often a massacre after a battle, 
massage (moss-ahj) (1) n. Rubbing and manipulating {see 
manipulate) parts of the body to make them stronger, or to 
relieve pain. (2) v. To apply massage. Ex. Mother goes 
to the hospital to have her arm massaged. 
massive {mass-\v) adj. Large and heavy. Ex. There were mas¬ 
sive gates at the entrance to the castle, 
mast n. The tall pole on a shi]> or boat which supports the 
sails. Ex. One of the ship’s masts wan broken off by the 
storm. 

master (1) n. One who has authority {see authority) over others. 
Ex. The master who teaches us French is very nice. (2) o. 
To master sometlung i.s to be able to manage it or to become 
good at it. Ex It took me several months to master the French 
language. A masterful man is one who is determined to be 
obe3''e4l. To do a tiling in a masterly way (such as to play 
the piano) is to do it very well. A masterpiece is an extremely 
fine piece of work, usually artistic. Ex. Many masterpieces of 
painting are to be seen in the National Gallery, 
masthead (mosf-hed) n. The top of a mast, 
masticate v. To chew. Ex. You should masticate your food 
thoroughly. 

mastljEf (mas-tiff) n. A large and powerful kind of dog. 
matador n. The principal man who fights in a bull-fight, 
match (1) n. (a) A small piece of wood, tipped with a substance 
which lights when rubbed on a prepared surface. (6) A game 
played between two sides, such as a football match. (2) c. 
To get a hat to match your dress is to get one of the same 
colour. A thing tliat is matchless (adj.) is one that is perfect 
and may have no equal. Ex. The Queen wore a matcMess 
pearl necklace. 
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mate n. A companion or helper. The second in command 
(under the captain) of a merchant ship {see merchant), 
maternal adj. Motherly, like a mother. 

material (ma-leer-e-al) n. The stuff of which anything is made. 

Ex. My summer dress is made of very thin material. 
mathematics n. The science {see science) that deals with num* 
hers. Arithmetic, algebra and geometry are parts of mathe¬ 
matics. One who is skilled in mathematics is a rnalhemaiieiem 
{ math-e-ma-lisA-an). 

matinee (muMn-ay) n. The afternoon performance at a theatre, 
matins n. Morning prayers in some churches, including the 
Church of England. 

matrimony {mat-rim o-ne) n. Marriage. Ex. Two people who 
are married are said to be joined together in matrimony. 
matron {may-tron) n. (a) A married woman, (d) The head nurse 
in a hospital, (c) A woman who looks after the health and 
clothes of boys and girls in boarding-schools, 
matted a<|/. Tangled. Ex, Her hair was matted as if it had not 
been brushed for a week. 

matter (1) n. (a) What things are made of. Ex. Everything is 
made of some kind of matter. (6) The subject being con¬ 
sidered. Ex. We can have a talk about this matter later on. 
(2) V. To be important. Ex. That does not matter at all. 
mattress n. The soft part of a bed on which the sleeper rests, 
mature (ina-<«»r) adj. Ripe or fully grown. Ex. The fruit crop 
had grown mature in the sunshine. It had matured (o.). It 
had come to maturity. 

mauve (mohv) n. d; adj. A light purple colour, 
maxim n. A wise saying. Ex. “ Do to others as you would like 
them to do to you is an old maxim. 
maximum n. The greatest number or amount. Ex. The maxi¬ 
mum temperature on Friday was 70**. John got 100 marks 
in the examination, and that was the maximum. 

May n. The fifth month of the year, 
maybe (may-be) adv. Perhaps. Ex. Maybe he will 
come if you ask him. 

mayonnaise (may-on-aze) n. A thick, creamy sauce. 

with vinegar in it, often served with saiad. 
mayor n. The chief person in a City or Borough 
Council. Ex, The most famous mayor in the 
country is the Lord Mayor of London, 
maypole n. A tall decorated {see decorate) pole 
which used to be set up on village greens to be 
danced round on the 1st of May. 
maze n. A confusing {see confuse) arrangement of 
paths and turnings in which it is difficult to find 
one’s way. Ex. There is a famous maze in the 
grounds of Hampton Court Palace. Masrpole 
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mead n. (a) A kind of wine made from honey. (^) Poetical 
name for meadow. 

meadow (med-oh) n. A field of grass grown to make into 
hay. 

meagre {mee-ger) adj. Scarce* poor. Ex. The furniture of the 
cottage was very meagre. 

meal n. (a) Food eaten at a certain time. Breakfast is a meal, 
and so is dinner. (6) Grain which has been crushed down to 
a rough powder. Ex. Oatmeal makes the best porridge. 

mean (1) adj. (a) Poor, shabby. Ex. The house is in a very 
mean street, {b) Selfish, the opposite of generous (see gener¬ 
ous). Ex, Mr. A. is mean ; he would never give anything to 
the poor. (2) v. To intend. Ex. James means to a 
teacher when he is grown up. I did not mean to hurt you. 
The meaning of a word or a statement is the idea it expresses. 
Ex. In this dictionary, the meanings of all the words are 
explained. 

means n. (a) Income (see income). The money one has to live 
on. Ex. Aunt Mary has very small means, (b) The method 
or the way in which a thing is done. Ex. He never told us 
the means by which he escaped. “ By all means ** means 
certainly, of course. Ex. When I asked if 1 might borrow 
John's pencil, he replied, “ By all means.” 

meantime adv. At the present time, or at the time when some¬ 
thing else was happening. Ex. We shall not go to London 
meantime. 1 left the room, and meantime baby knocked over 
his cup of milk. 

meanwhile adv. See meantime. 

measles (meez-ls) n. An infectious (see infect) disease which 
causes a red rash on the skin, and occurs chiefly among 
children. 

measure (mes;'-ur) (1) o. (a) To be of a certain size. Ex. Our 
new carpet measures twelve feet each way. (b) To find out 
the sJfce or weight of a thing. Ex. Mother measures the 
flour she puts into her cakes. Father measured the new car¬ 
pet carefull}'. He took its measurements. (2) n. A pint 
measure is a jug or other vessel that holds exactly a pint of 
liquid. 

meat ti. The flesh of an atiimal used for food. 

mecha^c (me-kan-ik) n. A man who works with tools and 
machines. Ex. Mother sent for a mechanic to repair the 
kitchen boiler. A mechanical toy is one that is worked by 
a small machine inside it. To mechanise something is to 
make it work by means of machinery. A cavalry regiment 
is mechanised when it uses tanks and other motor vehicles 
instead of horses. Mechanism is the machinery that makes 
a thing work. Ex. Tommy is interested in the mechanism 
of clocks and watches. 
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medal n. A piece of metal (usually bronze, silver or gold) given 
as a prize or reward for something done, or in memory of 
some important event. 

meddle v. To interfere (see interfere). Ex, It is wise not to 
meddle in other people's affairs. 

medical adj. Connected with doctors or the treatment of illness. 
Ex, A doctor is often called a medical man. He studies 
medical books, and gives medical help to people who are ill. 

medicine (med-is-in) n. What the doctor orders (usually a liquid 
in a bottle) for someone who is ill. EXf Tommy said his 
medicine had a nasty taste. 

mediocre (mee-de-oA-ker) adj. Of moderate (not very good) 
quality. Ex. Most of the paintings in the school exhibition 
were mediocre this year. 

meditate v. To think quietly. Ex. You can meditate about a 
good book you have read, or a beautiful view you have seen. 
You can spend some time in meditation. 

medium (mee-de-um) adj. Middle. Ex. She is not tall, just of 
medium height. 

medley n. A mixture. Ex. The band played a medley of well- 
known tunes. 

meek adj. Humble, gentle. Ex. Our grandmother is a meek old 
lady, always kindly and gentle. 

meet v. To come together. Ex. The Society will meet in the 
Village Hall. That is where the meeting will be. 

meet adj. Suitable, right. Ex. 7'he Bible tells us that it is not 
meet for man to live alone. 

megaphone (meg-a-fone) n. A sort of trumpet that makes the 
voice sound louder and easier to hear at a distance. Ex. 
The captain gave his orders through a megaphone. 

melancholy (mel-an-kol-e) adj. Sad and gloomy. Ex. Aunt 
Mary has looked very melancholy since she lost her little 
dog. 

mellow (mel-o) adj. Ripe ; soft; pleasant. Ex. Fruit is mellow 
when it is ripe. And we sometimes speak of a mellow voice, 
a mellow character, or a mellow autumn day. 

melodrama n. A play which contains thrills and has a happy 
ending. 

melody n. A song or tune. Melodious (me-Zo-de-us) means tune¬ 
ful, or making a pleasant sound. Ex. The church bells sounded 
very melodious. 

melon n. A large and very juicy fruit. 

melt 0 . To make liquid or to become liquid. Ex. Nancy nuUed 
the sugar in a pan. The snow melted when the sun came 
out. 

member n. One of a number, or company, or society. Ex. A 
Member of Parliament or a member of a football dub. Our 
club has many members; it has a large membership. 
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memento (me>men-to) n. A thing which reminds us of some¬ 
thing, so that we do not forget it. Ex. Aunt Mary gave 
James a book as a memento of Us holiday with her. 

memoir (ntewi-wahr) n. The story of a person’s life and actions. 
Ex. It is always interesting to read the memoirs of a famous 
man. 

memorable adj. Worth remembering and not likely to be for¬ 
gotten. Ex. The Battle of Trafalgar was a memorable victory. 

memorandum n. A note to help one to remember something. 
Ex. The headmaster keeps a memorandum of all the examina¬ 
tion dates. 

memorial (ine-mor-e-al) n. Something to remind us of a great 
person or event. Ex. The London Monument is a memorial 
of the Great Fire in 1006. 

memorise v. To learn by heart. Ex. John has memorised the 
dates of all the Kings of England. 

memory n. The part of the mind that remembers events that 
have happened, or things that have been heard pr learned. 
Ex. Mother has a very good memory for faces. She never 
forgets anyone she has met. Memory can also mean the 
thing that is remembered. Ex. We have happy memories of 
the Christjnas holidays. 

menace (men-as) n. A tlireat or sign of danger. Ex. For eight years 
a man-eating leopard was a menace to a large district of India. 

menagerie (me-naj-er-e) n. A collection of wild animals kept in 
cages for show. 

mend r. To improve or put together something that has been 
broken or damaged {see damage) in some way. Socks are 
mended with needle and thread. Toys may be mended with 
hammer and nails. 

menial (tTiee-ne-al) adj. Menial work is work which is done by 
the hands, and does not require much use of the brain. 
Sweepmg and scrubbing might be called menial work. 

mental 0 ( 9 . Connected with the mind or brain. Ex. It needs 
a mental effort to remember the details of a battle. Mental 
arithmetic is done in the mind only, without using paper 
or slate. A person who is mentally defective is feeble¬ 
minded. One’s mentality (men-UM-te) is the sort of mind 
one has. Ex. A boy has a strange mentality if he does not 
like any games. 

mention (men-sbon) v. To refer to, or speak about. Ex, Do not 
mention this letter to anyone. 

menu (men-yoo) n. A card stating the different foods that will 
be served at a meal. Ex. You may choose whatever you like 
from the menu. 

mercantile adj. Connected with trade. The Mercantile Marine 
is the name given to the British boats that carry the goods 
we buy and sell. 
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mercenary (m«r-sen>a-re) adj* Loving money for its own sake. 
Ex, A mtrcmary person is greedy for money. Long ago there 
used to be soldiers called mercenaries because they fought for 
whichever country paid them best, 
merchandise (mer-chan'dizc) n. Goods that are bought and sold. 
Ex. In the Liverpool docks you can see aU sorts of merchandise 
arriving from different countries. 

merchant n. One who buys and sells goods, especially if trading 
with foreign countries. Ex. The merchants of Bristol built up 
a great trade {see trade) with America and the West Indies, 
merchantman n. A trading ship, sometimes called a merchant 
ship. 

mercy n. Kindness which includes pity or forgiveness. Ex. The 
prisoner begged for mercy. One who shows mercy is merciful. 
One who does not is merciless. Ex, The Roman Emperor 
Nero was a merciless tyrant. 

mere adj,^ Nothing more than. Ex. Tommy is not being taken 
to the’coDcert as he is still a mere child, 
merely adv. Only. Ex. Our teacher did not describe the Battle 
of Hastings ; she merely mentioned it. 
meringue (mer-at^) n. A light cake made of sugar and white 
of egg. 

merit (mer-it) (1) n. Goodness or a good quality. Ex. It is one 
of John's merits that he is absolutely honest and trustworthy 
{see trust). (2) e. To deserve. Ex. This good work merits 
a prize. 

mermaid n. A legendary {see legend) maiden living in the sea 
and having the tail of a hsh instead of legs, 
merry adj. Gay and cheerful. Ex. It was a very merry party, 
mesmerise v. To send a person into a kind of sleep during 
which he will do whatever he is told, having no will of his 
own. This is done by mesmerism. 
mess n. (a) A state of untidiness or dirt. Ex. The floods caused 
a terrible mess in several houses, {b) The room in which 
members of the Army, Navy or Air Force eat together. Ex. 
The Officers' Mess was crowded on Christmas Eve. 
message n. Information seal fiom one person to another. Ex. 
Mother sent a message to the doctor saying that Tommy was 
ill. The person who carries the message is a messenger 
(m€ss>en-jer). 

Messiah (mes-sy-a) n. Jesus Christ. 

metal (tnef-al) n. adj. Iron, copper, silver and gold are well* 
known metals, all found in the earth, 
meteor (mee-te-or) n, A meteor looks like a star that is falling down 
from the sky to the earth, and is often called a shooting star, 
meter (mee>ter) n. A machine for measuring the amount of some¬ 
thing used, especially gas or electricity. Ex. Our gas-meter 
is In the kitchen. 
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method n. The way of doing something. You can beve e 
method of cooking vegetables» or a method of d<dng your 
home-work. A methodical (meth-od-ikal) person is one who 
does things carefully and in an orderly way. 

metre (mee-ter) n. A French measure of length, a little longer 
than a yard. 

metropolis (me-frop-o-lis) n. The chief city of a country. Fw. 
Paris is the metropolis of France. 

mettle n. Character, spirit, courage. Eos, A good soldier has to 
be a man of mettle. To be on one's mettle means to do the 
very best one can. Ex. Every boy in the football team will 
be on his mettle on Saturday. 

mew n. db v. The cry of a cat. Ex. Pussy mews when he wants 
some milk. 

microphone (my-kro-fone) n. An instrument {see instrument) 
which makes sounds more easily heard. Ex. The dnger on 
the stage sang into a microphone. 

microscope (my-kro-skope) n. An instrument which makes very 
small objects more easily seen. Ex. When looked at through 
a microscope, a drop of river water is seen to contain many 
tiny living creatures. 

nndd is a preiix meaning in the middle of. Ex. midday, midnig ht, 
midwinter, midsummer, midstream, midway. 

middle n. adj. At the point which is halfway between the 
two ends of an}rthing. Ex. There were large rocks in the 
middle of the stream. 

midge n. A very small insect which is common in the summer 
and gives a painful sting. Ex. Swarms of midges made the 
fishermen pack up and go home. 

mien (meen) n. Manner, appearance. Ex. He was a.man of 
noble mien. 

might (mite) n. Power, strength. One who has great power or 
strent^h is said to 1^ mighty. Ex. Alexander the Great was 
a mighty King of Greece. 

migrate (my-grate) v. To leave one country and go to live in 
another. Ex. Swallows migrate from Africa to England every 
summer, and find their way back in the autumn. Birds 
which travel like this are called migrants (my-grants). 

Mikado (Mi-ifoA-do) n. The title of the Emperor of Japan. 

mild adj. A mild nature is a kindly and gentle one. Bifid 
weaker is warm and not stormy. 

mile n. A measure of distance, 1760 yards. Ex. John walked 
five miles last Saturday. 

mileage (mile-aj) n. The total (see total) number of miles. Em. 
llie mileage walked or bicycled by a country postman every 
day is often very great. 

milestone fi. A stone set up by the roadside to mark the number 
of miles to different places. 
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military adj. Connected with soldiers. Ex, A military road is 
one that was built for armies to use in war-time. The Romans 
built many military roads in Britain hundreds of years ago. 
milk (1) n. The white fluid obtained from certain female animals, 
especially cows. (2) t>. To draw the milk from the cow. 
m ill n. A building in which certain kinds of work are done, 
such as grinding (see grind) com into flour, making wool or 
cotton into cloth and so on. The miller is the man who owns 
or manages a flour-mill, 
milliner n. One who makes ladies' hats. 

million n. A thousand thousands (1,000,000). A millionaire is 
a man who owns a million pounds or more, 
millstone n. The circular (see circular) stone in a mill which 
grinds corn into meal or flour. 

min^c V. To imitate or copy-, usually in order to make fiin 
of someone. Ex, The clowns in a circus often mimic the 
acrobats. Their mimicry (n.) is very funny, 
mince v. *To chop into small pieces. 

mincemeat n. A sweet mixture of chopped fruit and nuts from 
which mince pies are made, usually at Christmas, 
mind (1) n. The brain. The part of ourselves by which we 
think or learn. The memory. To keep a thing in mind is 
to remember it. To make up one's mind is to decide about 
something. (2) v. To pay attention to, to take care of. Ex, 
Mind the step (look out for it). Mary is going to mind baby 
while mother is out. Never mind means do not worry or be 
sad about what has happened. Mindful means thoughtful, 
not forgetting. Ex. Mother told me to be mindful of baby 
while she was out. 

mine n. (a) A deep hole in the earth from which such things as 
coal, iron and salt are dug up. Ex. Some coal mines run 
for miles under the sea. (6) A kind of bomb. A miner is 
a man who works in a mine. ^ 

mineral (min-er-al) n. Anything dug out of a mine. Coal, iron, 
salt and gold are minerals. 

mingle v. To mix. Ex. A few cows were mingled with the sheep 
in the field. 

miniature (mtn-i-a-tewr) (1) n. A very small portrait or paint¬ 
ing. (2) adj. Very small. 

minister (1) n. (a) A person in charge of part of the govern¬ 
ment of a country, (b) One who conducts the service in a 
church ; a clergyman. (2) v. To serve or give help to. Ex, 
A nurse ministers to her patients. 

ministry n. (a) The work of a minister either of the govern¬ 
ment or of a church. The office or building in which a part 
of the government's work is carried on, or the group of people 
who do it. Ex, The Ministry of Labour, 
minnow n. A small fresh-water fish, often used as bait (see bait). 
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miuor (my-nor) adj. Small, not serious or important. Ex 
Tommy had only minor injuries (see injure) when be fell off 
his bicycle. 

minstrel n. The name given long ago to a man who made 
music for a king or a nobleman, either by singing or by 
playing the harp. 

mint (1) n. (a) A herb used in cooking. Bjr. Father is fond of 
fnm< sauce, (b) The Government factory (see factory) where 
coins are made. (2) n. To make coins. Ex, These shillings 
were minted last year. 

minus (my-nua) n. A Latin word meaning less, used in arith¬ 
metic. Ex. Five minus three leaves two. 
minute (my-new/) adj. Very small. Ex. There are minute living 
creatures in river water and they can be seen only through 
a microscope. 

minute (mtn>it) n. Sixty seconds make a minute, and sixty 
minutes make an hour. 

miracle (mtr-a-kl) n. Something very remarkable and unex¬ 
pected, almost too wonderful to be believed. Ex. The Bible 
tells of many miracles performed by Jesu.s Christ, 
miraculous (mir-a/c-yew-lus) adj. Like a miracle. Ex. It seemed 
miraculous that John was not injured when he fell off the 
high wall. 

mire n. Mud. Ex. The fields round the farm were deep in mire 
after the rain. 

mirror n. A glass that reflects (see reflect). Ex. You can see 
your own reflection in the mirror. 
mirth n. Fun, happy laughter. Ex. There was much mirth and 
jollity at the Christmas (larty. We all felt mirthful. 
mis is a prefix which, when placed before a verb, has the meaning 
of badly or wrongly. Ex. Misbehave is to behave badly. To 
mispronounce is to pronounce wrongly. Similar words are: 
misap^y, miscount, misguide, misinform, misjudge, mislay, 
mislead, misplace, misread, mis-spell, mis-state, misunderstand, 
misuse. When placed before a noun it means bad or wrong. 
A misadventure is an unlucky accident. Similar words are: 
misconduct, misdeed, misfit, misfortune, 
miscellaneous (mis-el-ay-ne-us) adj. Mixed ; of different kinds. 

Ex. Tommy keeps a lot of mLicellaneous things in his pockets, 
mischief (mis-chif) n. Harm, damage (see damage). It can 
also mean fun of a kind that does no harm. Ex. Tommy is 
full of mischief. Mischievous (mis-che-vus) can also mean 
either doing real harm, or just being full of fun. 
miser (my-xer) n. One who saves up his money and hates to 
spend it even on necessary things. To behave like this is to 
be miserly. 

miserable (mtz-er-a-bl) adj. Unhappy, wretched. Ex. Susan 
was rather miserable on her first day at school, because she 



MIS 


180 


MIX 


did not know any of the other children. Misery is unhappi¬ 
ness, or the state of being miserable, 
mlcflt n. Something that does not fit properly. Ex. James's 
new coat is a misfit and will have to be altered, 
misfortune (mis-/or-tewn) n. A disaster {see disaster) or very 
bad luck. 

mishap {ims-hap) n. A small accident. Ex. Mary had a mishap 
when her bicycle tyre burst and she nearly fell off. 
mislay (mis-lay) o. To put something in a wrong place and be 
unable to find it. Ex. Mother could not read the paper last 
night, because she had mislaid her spectacles, 
mislead {m\a-leed) v. To deceive, either on purpose or by mis¬ 
take. Ex, 1 did not mean to mislead you when I told you 
the wrong time. I am sorry I gave you a misleading answer, 
misprint n. A mistake in printing. Printing one letter instead 
of another, such as Lomdon instead of London, 
missile (fnts-ile) n. Something thrown to cause harm. Ex. 
Missiles were thrown by the angry crowd, and windows were 
broketf. 

mission (tnish-on) n. A person, or a party of people, sent to do 
a particular piece of work. Ex, A mission was sent from 
England to the Arctic regions to study fishing, 
missionary (mish-on-a-re) n, A person sent (usually to another 
country) to teach religion to the people. Ex. David Living¬ 
stone was a great and famous missionary in Central Africa, 
mist n. A cloud of very small particles (see particle) of mois¬ 
ture (see moist) in the air which makes it difficult to see 
clearly. Ex, You often find mist on a mountain-top, even on 
a fine day. A misty day is one on which there is some mist, 
and you cannot see a long way. 

mistake (1) n. Something done wrongly. Ex. Tommy made 
two mistakes in his sum. It was a mistake to go out on such 
a stormy day without a mackintosh. (2) v. To be wrong 
about somet^ng or to make a mistake between ijro things. 
Ex. It is easy to mistake a crow for a blackbird. To be mis¬ 
taken is to have made a mistake. Ex. Father was mistaken 
about the time of the train. 

mistletoe (misd-toh) n. A climbing plant with white berries, 
which grows on trees such as oaks. Mistletoe is much used 
as a decoration at Christmas time, 
mistress n. A woman who is head of a house or family, or who 
teaches in a school. Ex. The cook spoke rudely to her mis¬ 
tress, The French mistress is very nice, 
mite n. A very small insect, such as a cheese-mite. We some¬ 
times call a young child a little mite. 
miy o. To put two or more things together. We can mix flour 
and sugar, or flour and water, by stirring them together. 
This makes a mixture. Sometimes a medicine is called a 
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mixture, because it contains several different ingredients 
{see ingredient). Mixed sweets are sweets of different sorts 
put together. 

moan n. v. A low, sad cry, as from one in pain. JSa. The 
injured boy gave no answer but a moan. 
moat n. A large ditch {see ditch) sometimes found round old 
castles. Ex. Moats used to be built round houses and castles 
to make them safe against attacks from enemies, 
mob n. A crowd. Ex. There is always a mob at the Fair in the 
evening. 

mobile (moh-bile) adj. Easily moved. Ex. Mobile Police travel 
in fast cars. 

mobilise (moh-bil*ise) v. To make ready to move. Bx, When 
war is likely to break out, the Army and Navy have to be 
mobilised. 

mock (1) 0 . To make fun of. Ex. John was mocked when he 
first went to school because he had a slight stammer {see 
stammer). (2) adj. Imitation, not real. Ex. A mock battle, 
mode n. A way of doing something. A fashion {see fashion). 
Ex. I do not like that artist’s mode of painting. The dress 
shop window showed all the latest modes. 
model (mod-el) (1) n. (a) A small but exact copy of something 
larger. Ex. A model ship in a glass case, {b) One who poses 
{see pose) for an artist. (2) v. To make into a shape. Bx. 
Tommy has modelled a duck from the modelling clay he was 
given at Christmas. (S) adj. Good enough to be copied or 
imitated. Ex. A model hut, model behaviour, 
moderate (mod-er-ate) adj. Reasonable, not too large or too 
small, too high or too low. Ex. A moderate wind was blow¬ 
ing. Keep the room moderately (adv.) warm, 
modern adj. In the manner or fashion of to-day. Not old 
fashioned. Ex. Father does not like modem music, but John 
and I do. Mother has modernised (v.) the kitchen by getting 
a new stove and a new sink in place of the old ones, 
modest adj. Quiet, and not conceited or attracting attention 
to oneself. Ex. John plays the piano extremely well, but is 
very modest about it. To be modest is to have modesty (n.). 
moist ud/. Damp (see damp). Ex. Susan cleaned her slate with 
a moist sponge. To moisten is to make damp or slightly wet. 
Ex. The shower only moistened the dry ground. I noticed 
some moisture on the roofs of the houses, 
molasses n. Treacle; a black sugary syrup, 
mole n. (a) A small brown spot on the body 
or the face, {b) A small furry animal tliat 
lives in holes which it digs in the ground, 
molest {mo-lest) v. To interfere with, rudely Mole 

or roughly. Ex. In olden days highway¬ 
men used to molest travellers on their journeys by road. 
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mollify o. To calm or soothe or satisfy. Ex, The angry man 
was mollified when Tommy said he was sorry for bumping 
into him. 

molten adj. Melted. Ex. A bronze statue is made by pouring 
molten metal into a mould, which was made by an artist, 
momentary (mo-men>ta-re) adj. Happening quickly and lasting 
only for a moment. Ex. Susan felt only a momentary pain 
when her tooth was taken out. 

momentous (mo>men-tus) adj. Very important. Ex. Father 
told us that the first day he went to work, after leaving 
school, was a rjwmenlous day for him. 
monarch (fiion-ark) n. A King or Queen who rules over a coun¬ 
try. Ex. King George VI was a well loved monarch. A num~ 
archy is a country that is ruled by a monarch. England is 
a monarchy, but France is not. 
mo nastery n. A building fur monks to live in (see monk). 
Monday (mun-day) n. The second day of the week, 
money (mun-e) n. Small pieces“oTImsfar^lg^^ copper), or 

'"^piecfes of.pQper, siamj^d^y jEEe Government. We give them 
in exchange for things we want to buyr“;|?ng|sb 
be p epT| [ )es. siiflTrh|M. poimd notes an'^ so pp. ...Inol^CT countries, 

diffeient coins ana notMjiiie used./ . - 

monk (miink) n.~ "^A man who does not lead an ordinal^ life but 
lives in a monastery (see monastery) spending all his time on 
religion and good works. He earns no money and does not 
marry. 

monkey (munk-e) n. A fur-coated animal which can walk on 
its hind-legs, and whose fore-legs and paws can be used like 
human arms and hands. 

monotonous (mon-o<-o-nus) adj. Dull, having no change or 
vahety. Ex. James found his three weeks in hospital very 
monotonous, 

monsieur (ms-yer) n. The French word for Mr. or sHri 
monsoon n. A strong wind that blows steadily in one direction 
over the Indian Ocean for several months, bringing heavy 
rain with it. 

monster n. A very large animal. The word is sometimes used 
to convey the idea of cruelty or wickedness. Ex. Only a 
monster could have behaved in that way to a child. Some¬ 
times it is also used as an adjective. Ex. A monster 
cabbage. 

monstrous adj. (a) Having the qualities of a monster; horrible. 
(h) Huge, enormous. Ex. Some of the pre-historic (see pre¬ 
historic) animals were imnstrous. 

month (munth) n. One of the 12 parts into which the year is 
divided. Ex, January is the first month of the year. A 
monthly (adj.) magazine or visit is one that occurs once a 
month. 
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monument n. A pillar^ statue, or other object, usually made of 
stone, set up in memory of a person or event. Ex. The Ceno¬ 
taph in London is a monnment to honour the memory of people 
vho were killed in recent wars. 

mood n. A state of mind. You can be in a happy mood or a 
sad mood, or a bad mood which usually means cross or bad- 
tempered. To be moody is to be inclined to have bad moods. 
The word mood has another meaning which you will find in 
your grammar books. 

moon n. The planet which travels round the earth once every 
four weeks. It reflects the light of the sun and this Is what 
we call moonlight. When we say something is only moon- 
shine^ we mean it is nonsense, nut real. 

Moor n. A member of a North African race, which at one time 
conquered Spain and left many traces of beautiful architecture 
there. 

moor (1) n. Uncultivated land (see cultivate), growing little but 
heather. (2) v. To fasten a ship or boat m 
harbour, usually by a cable (see cable). 

mooring n. A fixed or floating object to vrhiih 
a ship or boat can be fastened. 

mop fi. ^ V. Pieces of cloth fastened to a long 
stick used for cleaning floors. Ex. Give me 
the mop, and 1 will wash the floor. Small mops 
are also used for washing dishes. 

mope D. To be sad and dull, usually because of 
loneliness. Ex. Our dove seems to be moping 
in its cage. 

moral (mor-al) (1) n. A lesson to be learned 
from a story, or from something that happens. 

Ex. The moral of the last story I read was 

that one should keep on trying, and never 

give UD. (2) adj. A moral man is a man who aims at doing 

what if right and good. 

morals n. Rules or principles of good behaviour. 

morass n. A bog (see bog). Ex. After the heavy rain, the 
meadow was like a morass. 

moreover (mor-o/i-ver) adv. Also, besides. Ex. Henry is taU 
and strong ; moreover he is clever. 

Morse n. A code (see code) of dots and dashes used for signalling. 
Ex. A ship, when in danger, signals to other ships by Morse. 

morsel n. A small piece, usually of food. Ex. The mouse 
nibbled a morsel of cheese. 

mortal (l) adj. Anything that must die is mortal. All human 
beings, all people, are mortal. A mortal illness is one that 
must end in death. So is a mortal wound. (2) n. A tnortol 
is a person. Ex. No mortal can expect to live' much longer 
than a hundred years. 
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mortar n. Cement ($ee cement) used in building. Ea. Many 
houses are built of bricks and moriar. 
moaque (mosk) n. A church in some Eastern countries, 
mosquito (moa-kee-to) n. An insect like a gnat (see gnat), but 
larger. 

moss n. A small green plant that grows in damp places, on 
trees, and even on stones. 

moth n. An insect rather like a butterfly. The eggs of some 
moths grow into maggots that eat wool and destroy clothing, 
motion fi. Movement. Ex, The motion of the boat made Susan 
feel 6 ea>sick. Motionless means making no movement, 
motive n. Reason or purpose. Ex. We do not know what 
John's motive was for selling liis bicycle, 
motor n. An engine driven by electricity, petrol, oil or paraffin. 

Sometimes a motor-car is called a motor, 
motto n. A short phrase (see phrase) or sentence that gives advice 
or teaches a lesson. Ex. Mother says that ** Early to bed and 
early to rise " is a good motto. 

mould (mohld) (1) n. (a) A kind of greenish growth that appears 
on clothes and walls in a damp place, or on cheese. When 
that happens the articles are said to be mouldy, (b) A shape 
into which a pudding or jelly or wet clay can be poured. 
When the jelly or clay is cold, and is turned out, it is in the 
shape of the mould into which it was poured. (2) u. To 
form into a shape. 

moult (mohlt) v. When a bird, such as a hen, drops its old feathers 
and l)egins to grow new ones, it is said to moult, 
mound (mownd) n. A heap of earth or sand or other substance. 
Ex. Outside coal-mines you can often see large mounds of coal 
dust. 

mount '(1) n. A mountain or hill. Ex. The Mount of Olives is 
outside Jerusalem. (2) v. (a) To climb up on. Ex. To 
mount a horse or a ladder, (b) To mount a photograph is to 
paste it on to a piece of paper or cardboard larger than itself, 
mountain (mount-en) n. A very high hill. Ex. Ben Nevis is 
the highest mountain in the British Isles. Switzerland is a 
mountainous country (couLaining many mountains). A 
mountaineer is one who is a good climber of mountains, 
mourn (moarii) v. To grieve or feel great sorrow. Ex. The 
people of the British Empire mourned for Queen Victoria when 
she died. To be mournful is to be sad and gloomy, 
mouse (mowce) n. A small furry animal which lives in fields or 
under the floors of bouses. A cat that is clever at catching 
mice is said to be a good mouser. 

moustache (mua-tahsh) n. The hair grown on a man's upper 
lip. 

mouthful n. As much as the mouth will hold. Ex. Baby took a 
mouthful of the jelly and wanted more. 



MOV 


185 


MUN 




move (moove) (1) v. (a) To go, or carry, or take from one place 
to another. Ex. To move one's chair. (5) To aCFect one's 
feelings. Ex. To be moved to anger; to be deeply moved on 
hearing of someone's death. (2) n. The act of moving. 
Ex. When playing draughts, one says, “ It is my move now.” 
To make a movement is to change the position of one's hand 
or foot. A movable thing is one that can be moved. Ex. 
We have a movable electric fire. 

mow (rno) v. To cut, as grass or corn. The grass in a garden is 
often cut with a lawn mower. 

mud n. Wet earth. If you get this on your shoes it makes them 
muddy. Ex. A football ground is muddy in wet weather. 

muddle n. Untidiness or confusion. To be in a muddle is to 
have things lying about, alt mixed up. 

To feel muddled about something, perhaps 
a sum in arithmetic, is to feel puzzled 
and confused. 

muff n. A sort of fur bag, open at both ends, 
which girls and ladies used to wear for 
keeping tlieir hands warm. 

muffin n. A kind of hard scone which is meant 
to be toasted and buttered while hot. 

muffle V. To wrap up so as to keep warm. Ex. Aunt Jane was 
muffled up in a big coat. A muffler is a scarf for wearing 
round the neck. 

mufti (muf-te) n. Plain clothes which are not uniform. Ex. 
When soldiers come home on leave, they arc glad to change 
into mufti. 

mug n. A jug for drinking out of. Ex. Baby enjoyed her mug 
of warm milk. Mug is also used as a slang word for a foolish, 
person. 

mulatto (mew-lrd-o) n. A person who had one black parent and 
one wbyte parent. 

mulberry n. dark sw'eet fruit, like a blackberry but larger, 
and growing on trees instead of low bushes. 

multiply V. I'o increase in number. Ex. Wasps always multiply 
in suinmer. The word multiply is commonly used in arith¬ 
metic, and you all do multiplication sums. 

multitude n. A great number. Ex. A multitude of people 
attended the Flower Show. 

mumble u. To speak or read indistinctly (see distinct). Ex. 
The English teacher told Jack he must speak up and not 
mumble. 

mummy n. A dead body preserved from decay (see decay), as 
was done by the early Egyptians. Ex. You can see an 
Egyptian mummy thousands of years old in the British 
Museum. 

munch (munsh) v. To chew. 
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municipal <mew-nt«-ip-al) adj. Connected with a Town Council. 

Ex. The Town Hall is usually part of the Municipal Buildings, 
munificent (mew>ni7'is>ent) adj. Very generous. Ex, The new 
public park is a munificent gift presented to the town by a 
wealthy citizen. 

munitions (mew-ntsh-ons) n. Weapons of war, such as gun¬ 
powder, torpedoes, guns and shells, 
murder v. To kill a person deliberately, not in war. 
murmur o. <fe n. To speak in a low voice. Ex. The invalid 
could only murmur a few words. Her murmur (n.) could 
scarcely be heard. 

muscles (mt/s-ls) n. The parts of the body that make one able 
to move. Ex. John is lame because he has strained a muscle 
in his leg. A person who is very strong and can lift heavy 
weights is said to be muscular (mtis-kew-lar). 
muse V. To think quietly and dreamily. Ex. The poet sat 
musing in lus chair. 

museum (mew-zee-um) n. A building in which curious and 
interesting things are shown, connected with history or 
animals or science or any other groups of 
subjects. The British Museum in London 
is very famous. 

mushroom n. A sort of vegetable (really a 
fungus), shaped like a very small umbrella. 

It grows wild in many fields and woods. 

{See fungus.) 

music n. Sweet sounds produced {see pro¬ 
duce) cither by the human voice or on 
instruments such as the piano or violin. 

Mysic is also the art of producing these beautiful sounds. 
A sound which is pleasant to the ear is a musical one. A 
person who loves music or makes it, is a rausjeal person. 
A person skilled in music is a musician (mew-snsh-an). Ex. 
All the players in an orchestra {sec orchestra) are trained 
musicians. 

musket n. An old-fashioned gun. Ex. The soldiers in the 
Crimean War carried muskets. 

muslin n. db adj. A very fine cotton material used for curtains 
and ladies' dresses. 

mussel n. small shell-fish, enclosed between two dark blue 
shells. 

mustard n. A j'ellow and hot-tasting powder, served as flavouring 
with meat. It is made from the seeds of the mustard plant, 
muster u. To gather together. Ex. A large crowd mustered 
round the speakers in Hyde Park. There was a large muster 
(n.) of old soldiers to meet the (General, 
musty adj. Not frc.*h. Having a stale taste or smell. Ex. The 
house STnelled musty as it had been shut up for so long. 
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mute adj. Silent. 

mutilate (fneie-til-ate) o. To injure seriously. A soldier who has 
lost an arm in a war has been mutilated. When a valuable 
book or picture has been deliberately damaged, we say it has 
been mutilated, 

mutiny (meTO*tin«e) n. Refusal {see refuse) (usually of armed 
forces) to obey orders. Ex. The Indian Mutiny in 1857 
became a very serious war. One who mutinies is called a 
mutineer. 

mutter v. To speak in a very low voice, but in an unpleasant 
way—often bad-tempered. 

mutton n. The flesh of the sheep used for eating. Ex. Father 
likes mutton pies. 

mutual (mezo-tew-al) adj. Given and received by two people or 
more than two. Ex. Our two cousins seem 
to have a mutual admiration {see admire) 
for each other. Each of them admires the 
other. 

muzzle (1) n. A sort of cage put over the 
mouth of a dog or horse to prevent it from 
biting. (2) v. To put this cage on. 
myriad (mir-e-ad) n. A very large number— Muzzle 

too large to be counted. Ex. There are 
myriads of grains of sand on the beach, 
mystery (mis-ter-e) n. Something strange that cannot bo under¬ 
stood. Ex. There is a mystery about the habits of migrating 
birds {see migrate). There is something mysterious, about 
them which we have not yet discovered, 
mystify (mis-ti-fy) i;. To puzzle or confuse {see confuse). Ex. 

The conjurer quite mystified all the small boys in the audience, 
myth (mith) n. A story of long ago about which no one knows 
the truth. Ex. There are many myths about dragoius.* 
mythology (mith-o/-o-je) n. The study of old myths, or a col* 
lectioil of them. Greek mythology is full of e-\citing storie.s. 
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nabob (nay-bob) n. The title of a native Indian ruler, 
nag (1) n. A poor-looking horse. Ex, We were sorry for the 
old nag that was pulling the cart. (2) v. To be always 
finding fault. Ex. A nagging woman is always disliked, 
nail (nale) (1) tt. (a) I’he hard substance at the ends of toes 
and fingers, (b) A piece of metal like a thick pin with a flat 
top, used for fastening pieces of wood together. (2) v. To 
fasten with nails. 
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naked (nay-ked) adj» Having no clothes on, or no covering to 
the body. Ex, Children are not allowed to bathe naJ^ in 
the Serpentine in London. 

namely adv. By name. Ex. I have two brothers, namely John 
and James. 

nameaake n. A person purposely (see purpose) named after 
another person. Ex. John is our Uncle John’s namesake. 
nanny n. A children’s nurse. A female goat is often called a 
nanny-goat. 

nap n. A short sleep. To be caught napping means to be taken 
by surprise. 

nape n. The back of the neck. 

napkin n. A square piece of linen or cotton used for wiping the 
lips and fingers at table. 

narcotic (nar-col-ic) n. A kind of drug or medicine which causes 
sleep. 

narrate (na-rate) v. To tell. Ex. The sailor loved to narrate 
long stbries of foreign countries he had seen. One who tells 
a story is a narrator (na-ray-tor), and the story he tells is a 
narrative (na-ra-tiv). 

narrow adj. Not wide or broad. Ex. The lane was so narram 
that two cars could not pass each other, 
nasal (nay-sal) adj. Connected with the nose. The nose is some¬ 
times called the nasal organ. 

nasty adj. Unpleasant; the opposite of nice. Ex. It was a 
nasty wet day on our half-holiday, 
nation (nay-shon) n. The inhabitants of one country having one 
government. Ex. The Dutch people are a hard-working 
nation. 

national (nosA-on-al) adj. Belonging to the whole nation. We 
havte a National Anthem (God Save the Queen), and national 
laws. To belong to the British nation is to be of British 
nationality. Wlien it is said that coal-mines anc' railways 
have been nationalised, this means that they now belong to 
the whole nation and not to any one persoi or persons, 
native (nay-tive) (1) n. A person born in a country is a native 
of it. Ex. The natives of northern countries are usually fair¬ 
haired. (2) adj. Your native language is the one that is 
spoken in your native country, 
nativity (na-<iv-i-te) n. Birth, especially the birth of Christ, 
natural adj. According to nature. Ex, It is natural for a dog 
to bark and a cat to mew. The curl in Mary’s hair is natural. 
Her hair is naturally curly. 

natural history n. The study of plants, animals and birds. 

One who has studied these is a naturalist. 
nature n. (a) The world of things not made by man : birds, 
plants, animals, the sea and the sky. (b) Character or disposi¬ 
tion. Ex. John has a very kind and friendly nature. 
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naught (nawt) n. Nothing. Em. The old man said he cared naught 
about football as he had never learned to play it. 
naughty (nazo-te) odj. Behaving badly»disobedient. Ea. Tommy 
was sent to bed in the afternoon because he was naughty. 
nausea (nau>-ze>a) n. The feeling of sickness. To give this 
feeling is to nauseate (naze-ze-ate). Em. Castor oil nauseates 
Tommy. He says it has a nauseating taste, 
nautical (nazc-tic*al) adj. Connected with ships and the sea. 
naval adj. Connected with the navy. Ex. Trafalgar was a naval 
battle. 

nave n. The main central part of a church, where the worshippers 
(see worship) sit and kneel. 

navigate v. To steer a ship or an aeroplane. The man who 
does this is the navigator. The art of doing it is navigation. 
A namgable river or lake, is one that can be usM by 
ships. 

navvy n. A labourer who does digging or other heavy .work, 
navy (nay-ve) n. The ships belonging to a country. The British 
Navy contains many different kinds of ships, all armed and 
ready to defend the country against an enemy. The Brithdi 
Merchant Navy consists of unarmed ships which make voyages 
for purposes of trade. 

neap (neep) adj. Low, applied only to tides (see tide). The neap 
tides are specially low tides which usually happen about 
twice a month. 

near adv. Close to, not far away. Ex. Aunt Mary's house Is 
quite near. (When we say that the school is near the church, 
near is a preposition.) 

nearly adv. Almost, but not quite. Ex. Tommy's ball nearly 
broke the kitchen window. 

neat (neet) adj. Tidy {see tidy). Fitting well, or well arranged 
and careful. Ex. You may be wearing a neat coat, or you 
can co^y out your essay in a neat way. You can write it 
neatly t and perhaps get extra marks for neatnxss. 
necessary (nes-es^a-re) ^j. That which cannot be done without. 
Ex. Food and drink are thecessary. Sweets are nice but are 
not neceseary. It is necessary to go to school if you want 
to be well educated. 

necessity (ne-ses-it-e) n. A thing which is necessary. Eu. 
Drinking-water is a necessity. 

nectar n. The sweet substance which bees collect from flowers in 
order to make honey, 
nectarine n. A kind of peach. 

needle (nee-dle) n. A small thin rod of steel, with a sharp point 
at one end, and a hole (called an eye) for thread at the other, 
used for sewing. Ex. Susan asked for a darning needle to 
mend a hole in her stocking. A different and larger kind of 
needle (without an eye) is used for knitting. 
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needless (need-less) adj. Not needed; unnecessary. Ew. Mother’s 
worry about Baby was needless ; he was all right next morning. 
Mother worried needlessly. 

needy adj. In need of help. Ex, Mother gave some coppers to 
the needy old man. 

negative (neg-a>tiv) n. (a) A word that denies or forbids (see 
deny, forbid). The word No is a negative. Ex. When asked 
if he had ever seen an elephant. John replied with a negative 
(or replied in the negative). Unhappy (not happy) is the 
negative of happy, (b) A glass plate or film in a camera on 
which the photograph is taken. 

neglect v. db n. To pay no attention to. or to treat without 
care and affection. Ex. John neglected his work last week, 
and the farmer neglects his poor old horse, 
negligent (neg-li-Jent) adj. Inclined to neglect; neglectful. Ex. 

Tommy is inclined to be negligent about his home-work, 
negotiate (ne-go-she-ate) v. To arrange something between two 
people or two groups of people, by discussion {see discuss). 
Ex. When the war was over, a peace treaty {see treaty) was 
negotiated between the two countries, 
negress (nee-gress) n. A female negro. 

negro (nee-gro) n. One of the black-skinned natives of Africa, 
neigh (nay) n. *& v. The sound made by a horse. Ex. The horse 
in the field neighed when he saw his master coming, 
neighbour (nat/-bor) n. One who lives next door, or very near. 

Ex. We arc friendly wdth our neighbours. 
neighbourhood (nay-bor-hood) n. 'I'lie district near a certain 
place. Ex. Uncle Harry lives in the neighbourhood of York, 
neither (ny-ther) adj., pro, db conj. Not either {see cither), 
nephew (neo-yew) n. I’he son of a person’s brother or sister. 
Ex. Uncle Harry, who is my mother's brother, is kind to all 
his nephews and nieces. 

nerve n. The nerves are the parts of the body through which 
we feel heat, or cold, or pain. A brave man is said to have 
good nerves. A person v.'hose nerves are in a bad state is 
said to be nerroiis - easily upset or frightened. Ex. Tommy 
is still rather nen^us when left alone in the dark, 
nest n. The home built by birds in which to rear their young 
ones. A nestling is a very young bird, not yet able to 

fly- 

nestle (nes-1) v. To lie close and cosy {see cosy) as a bird does in 
its nest or a baby in its mother’s arms, 
net n. Long strings fastened together so as to make equal¬ 
sized spaces at equal distances from each other. Ex. A tennis 
net, a fisherman's net. When made of wire it is usually called 
wire-netting, and can be used in gardens as fencing, 
nettle n. A plant which grows wild and has prickles like hairs 
which give a painful sting {see sting). VVhen a person is 
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annoyed or irritated by something he is said to be nettled. 
Ex, James was nettled by John^s remark, 
neuralgia (new-rol-ja) n. A pain in some of the nerves of the 
head, often behind the eyes (see nerve), 
neuter (new-ter) adj. A word used in grammar to mean neither 
masculine nor feminine (see these words), 
neutral (new-tral) adj. Not taking one side or the other in a 
dispute, especially a war. Ex. Switzerland was neutral during 
the two World Wars. 

never (nev-er) adv. Not ever; not at any time. Ex. I have 
fieuer been in Wales. 

nevertheless (never-the-less) adv. In spite of that (see spite); 
all the same. Ex, Fattier did not enjoy the concert, but he 
stayed till the end, nevertheless. 

news n. Information (see inform) about recent events. Ex. 

There was lots of news in Aunt Mary's letter, 
newspaper n. A printed paper, daily or weekly, containing news. 

A newsagent is one who sells such papers, 
newt n. A small animal, rather like a lizard, that lives partly in 
ponds, and partly on land. 

nib n. The point of a pen with which one writes. Ex. Harry 
broke the nib of his new pen yesterday, 
nibble v. To bite round the edge of something. Ex. Oaby loves 
to nibble a biscuit. 

niche (nitch) n. A space hollowed out in a wall to hold a statue 
or ornament. Ex. There is a statue of St. George in a nielw 
in the wall of the Town Hall. 

nickel n. (a) A silvery-white metal, (h) A small American 
coin. 

nickname n. A made-up name, used either to show friendship 
or to make fun of someone. Ex. Father says his nickname 
at school was ** Carrots ” because his hair was r«ld. 
nicotine (nic-o-teen) n. A poisonous substance which is in 
tobacco. 

niece (neece) n. The daughter of a person’s brother or sister. 
(See nephew.) 

niggardly adj. Not generous (see generous) ; mean. Ex. It was 
niggardly of the old lady to give the boy only a penny for 
carrying her parcel. 

nigh (ny) adj. adv. An old-fashioned word for near or nearly. 
Ex. The old man said it was nigh twenty years since he left 
London. 

nightingale n. A small bird which sings beautifully in summer 
by night as well as by day. 

nightly (nt/e-ly) adj. Happening by night, or every night. Ex. 

The nightingale sings his nightly song, 
nightmare (nt/c-rnare) n. A very bad dream. Ex. Susan woke 
up crying last night because she had a nightmare. 
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nimble adj. Able to move quickly and easily. Ex. How nimble 
the squirrel is, as he jumps from branch to branch I 
noble (fio-bl) (l) n. A man of high rank {see rank) who has a 
title. An Earl or a Duke is a noble, or a nobleman. The 
people of high rank and titles in a country are the nobility 
of that country. Nobility also means nobleness of character. 
A man who does a noble deed shows nobility. (2) adj. Having ' 
or showing a very fine character. Ex. Abraham Lincoln was 
a noble President of the United States. A man who risks his 
own life to save someone else’s does a noble deed, 
nobody (tio-bod-e) n. No person. Ex. Nobody was allowed to 
enter the hall without a ticket. 

nocturnal (nok-iur-nal) adj. Happening by night, or active at 
night. Ex. The policeman was making his noctumcd rounds 
when he saw the burglar. The owl is a nocturnal bird which 
is seldom seen during the day. 

nod V. To move the head quickly downwards, either as a greeting 
from one acquaintance to another {see acquainted), or mean* 
ing “ yes.** Ex. 1 asked John if he was going to play football 
and he nodded in reply. He gave me a nod (n.). 
noise (noyz) n. A sound, especially a loud one. Ex. Tommy 
and Harry made a great noise when they were playing in the 
mrden. They were noisy {adj.). They played noisily {ado.). 
nominate u. To mention by name, when recommending someone 
{see recommend) for some special position. Ex. A school 
captain had to be chosen for the new year, and each boy 
had a chance to nominate anyone in the sixth form, 
nonsense n. Words that have no sense. Ex. It is nomense to 
speak of an elephant riding in a bus. 
nook n. A comfortable corner. Ex. Mary found a pleasant 
nook in the garden, in which to read her book, 
noon n* Twelve o’clock in the middle of the day. Ex. At noon 
tlie sun is at its highest point in the sky. 
noose fi. A loop in a rope, made in such a way tht^- it can be 
pulled tight {see loop). Ex. Cowboys are very clever at catching 
cattle with a noose. 

normal adj. Ordinary, usual. Ex. The normal weather in June 
is sunny and warm, 
nosegay n. A bunch of flowers. 

nostril n. One of the two openings in the nose. Ex. The seal can 
close its nostrils when swimming under the surface of the sea. 
notable {mte-ahl) adj. Important or remarkable. Ex. Lord 
Nelson was a notable Admiral, 
noted adj. Famous, well known. 

notepaper (nofe-pay-per) n. Paper for writing letters ou. 
noteworthy (nole-wur-the) adj. Worthy of being known and 
remembered. Ex. Mr. Roosevelt was a noiewortky President 
of the United States. • 
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notice (1) n. A printed or written message placed where it will 
be easily seen. Ex* The notice in the garden said ** No dogs 
allowed.** The swallow was noticeable (easily seen). (2) v. 
To see and pay attention to. Ex. Mary noticed a swallow on 
a telegraph wire. 

notion (no'shon) n. An idea that is not very clear. Ex. 1 have 
a notion that mother is planning a surprise for us. 
notorious (no-tor-re*us) adj. Famous, in a bad sense. Ex. Dick 
Turpin was a notorious highwayman, 
nougat (noo-gah) n. A kind of toffee made of sugar and almonds, 
nought (nawt) n. Nothing. The figure 0. Ex. Do you know 
the game of noughts and crosses ? 
nourish (nur-rish) v. To feed in the right way. The food that 
is given is nourishment. Milk is a nourishing food for children, 
novel (nou-el) (1) adj. New or unusual. Ex. Mother is giving 
Baby a novel kind of toy for her birthday. (2) n. A long 
story written about people. A novelette is a short novel of 
poor quality. One who writes novels is a novelist. A novelty 
is something new or unusual. 

November (no-t«»n-bcr) n. The eleventh month of the year, 
novice (nov-is) n. A beginner in anything ; especially a woman 
at the beginning of her life in a convent, 
nowradays (now-a-daze) adv. At the present time. Ex. People 
are kinder to animals nowadays than they used to be. 
nude adj. Without clothing, naked. Ex. The nude figures in 
the picture were very well drawn, 
nudge (nuj) v. To push lightly with the elbow. Ex. John nudged 
a new boy who began to whisper during a lesson, 
nugget n. A lump of gold dug out of the ground, 
nuisance (noo-sance) n. Something which is troublesome or 
annoying. Ex. It was a nuisance that the milk was not 
delivered this morning. 

numb (num) adj. Having no feeling, usually because *of cold. 
Ex. Mary's fingers were numb after her music lesson in the 
cold rJom. 

numerous (neze-mer-us) adj. Many. Ex. Nancy made numerous 
mistakes in her essay. 

nun n. A woman who gives up her life to reli^on, and lives in a 
nunnery or convent. 

nuptial (nup-shal) adj. Connected with a marriage. Ex. The 
nuptial ceremonies {see ceremony) of the Indian princess were 
very g^and. The nuptials means the wedding, 
nurse v. To take care of a sick person or a baby. One who 
does this is a nurse (n.). A nursery is a room in which children 
play and keep their toys. 

nutriment (n«c-tre-ment) n. Food, nourishment (see nourish), 
nylon (ny-lon) n. A strong thread which looks like silk and is 
much used for making fine, strong material, 
w.s.o.—o 
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oak n. A large tree, common in English woods, which lives to a 
great age and provides strong, hard wood, 
oar n. A long pole with one end broad and flat, used for 
moving small boats by rowing. Ex, The boats in the 
river races at Oxford are rowed by 8 oars. 
oasis (O'as/'Sis) n. A place in the desert where there are 
springs of water, and probably trees. Ex. Travellers 
in desert lands look eagerly for oases (plural of oasis) 
where they can find pure v^ter. 
oat 11 . A kind of plant which provides valuable food for 
human beings and animals. Oatmeal is made from 
oats. 

oath n. A solemn promise. A witness (see witness) in a 
law court takes an oath to speak the exact truth, as 
if before God. 

obey (o-bay) v. To do as one is told. Ex, Children 
ought to obey their parents and teachers. They 
should be obedient (o-6ee>de-ent) to them, 
obituary (o-fci/-yoo-a-re) adj. Connected with a death. 

An obituary notice in a newspaper announces (see 
announce) the death of someone, 
object (o5-jekt) n. (a) A thing. Ex. I saw a dark object on the 
grass, but did not know what it was. (b) A reason or purpose. 
Ex. What was John's object in leaving so early ? (c) A thing 

or person that looks ugly or ridiculous or pathetic (see pathetic). 
Ex. He did look a miserable ol^ect after falling into the little 
pond. 

object (oh-jekt) o. To refuse, or dislike, or disapprove. Ex. 
Baby objects to going to bed. Father objects t^ the boys 
smoking. He has an objection to it. He thinks it is an 
objectionable habit. 

oblige (o-hlige) v. (a) To do something to please a person, as a 
favour. Ex. Nancy is always helpful and willing to oblige. 
(6) To force or compel. Ex. John was obliged to go to bed as 
he had such a bad cold. An obliging person is one who is 
kindly and ready to help. 

oblong adj. An oblong thing is shaped like a square, except that 
it is longer than it is broad. Almost all books are oblong in 
shape, and so are almost all doors in houses, 
obscure 0) t’* To make dark or dim. £j;. A fog came down and 
obscured everytliing. (2) adj. Not well known or not easy 
to understand. Ex, This story was written by an obscure 
author. Some parts of the story are obscure and difllcult to 
follow. There is too much obscurity. 
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observatory (ob-ser-va-to-re) n. A building which cootainf tele* 
scopes and other instruments by means of which the stars 
and moon can be observed. 

observe r. (a) To notice or look at, or pay attention to. One 
who observes is an observer (n.). An observant person is one 
who notices a great deal, (b) To make a remark. Bm. 
Uncle Jack rAserved that he would be going to London to¬ 
morrow. That remark was an observation. 
obstacle n. Something which hinders or gets in the way. Baf. 

The broken-down car was an obstacle to traffic for an hour, 
obstinate adj. An obstinate person is one who is determined to 
have his own way, and unwilling to give in to others. Ba. 
We wanted Harry to come for a walk with us, but he was 
very o&sitnute, and said he would rather go fishing. He 
showed great obstinacy. 

obstruct 0 . To hinder, or prevent someone from passing. Ex. 
The path was obstructed by the workman’s bicycle. The 
bicycle was an obstruction in the path, 
obtain V. To get. Ex. You can obtain herrings from the fish¬ 
monger. They are usually obtainable, 
obvious (od-vi-us) adj. Easily seen or understood. Ex. It was 
obvious that the boys had been stealing the fruit. Theit 
pockets were obviously bulging with apples, 
occasion (o-kay-sjon) n. The happening of some event. Ex. 
The village was decorated with tlags on the occasion of the 
Queen’s Birthday. 

occasional (o-kay-sjon-al) adj. Hapi>ening sometimes, but not 
regularly or very often. Ex. There were occasional showers. 
Rain fell occasionally. 

occupation (ok-ew-pay-shon) n. Business, profession, employ¬ 
ment. Ex. Wheii asked what his occupation was, he replied 
that he was a carpenter, 

occupy (o/i:-%w-py) v. (a) To live in or take possession of. Ex. 
Mr. Brown has occupied the same house for ten years. He 
has been the occupier^ or the occupant, all that time. (6) To be 
occupied with something is to be busy with it. Ex, Mother 
was occupied with the sewing all evening, 
occur (ok'Ur) v. To happen. Ex. A remarkable thing occurred 
yesterday. It was a remarkable occurrence, 
ocean (o-shan) n. A huge area of water. The five great oceans 
of the world are the Atlantic, Pacific, 

Indian, Arctic, and Antarctic, which 
together cover a large part of the earth’s 
surface. 

octopus n. A sea creature, with eight long 
arms to catch its food. 

oculist (ok-yew-list) n. A doctor who treats 
diseases of the eye. 
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odd adj. Strange, unusual. Ex* The giraffe is an odd-looking 
animal. The odd numbers are those wliich are not even 
{see even). 6, 7, 21, 49, 88 are odd numbers, 
ode n. A poem written on a great subject or in honour of some 
person. 

odious adj. Hateful. Ex. Cruelty to animals is an odious thing, 
odour (o-dor) n. Smell. Ex. Sea-weed on the beach has an 
unpleasant odour in hot weather. 

offend V. (a) To do wrong. To offend against the law is to 
break the law and earn punishment—to commit an offence, 
(b) To hurt someone^s feelings. Ex. Cousin Peter was offended 
when John refused to lend him his bicycle. Peter took 
offence at this. Anything that is unpleasant and causes 
offence is offensive. An attack in war is also called an offensive 
(»•)• 

offhand adj. Careless, thoughtless, sometimes even rude. Ex. 

James was in a hurry, and answered Mother in an offhand way. 
office (off-is) n. Hoorn or building where business is done. Ex. 

There are six clerks in the manager's office. 
officer n. A person having an important position, such as an 
army officer or a police officer. 

official (off-tsh-al) n. A person employed {see employ) to do 
public work. There are officials in banks, post offices and 
railway offices. They do official work. An official rule is one 
that has been made by officials and must be obeyed, 
offspring n. Children, or the young of birds or animals. Ex. 

Mothers are usually devoted {see devote) to their offspring. 
ogre (o-ger) n. A fierce man or giant in fairy-tales, 
oilcloth n. A covering for floors, made of coarse cloth with a 
smooth surface of oil or paint, 
oilskin n. A waterproof coat. All sailors have oilskjns. 
ointment n. A sort of oily paste, used for healing slun troubles, 
omelet, omelette (om-let) n. A dish, either sweet or savoury, 
made of eggs that have been beaten up and then fried, 
omen (o-men) n. A sign or warning of something that is going 
to happen, either pleasant or unpleasant. Ex. A red sky at 
night (sunset) is supposed to be an omen of good weather, 
ominous (om-in-us) adj. Threatening or warning that something 
unpleasant will happen. Ex. There were ominous black clouds, 
foretelling a thunderstorm. 

omit (o-mff) V. To leave out. Ex. We sang Hymn No. 56, 
omitting the last two verses. What is left out is an omission. 
omnibus n. The full name of the large vehicle {see vehicle) for 
passengers which we usually call a bus. Ex. The visiting 
football team and their friends came in an omnibus. 
omnipotent (om-nip-o-tent) adj. Having all possible power. 
In early times, kings were almost omnipotent, and sometimet 
.treated their subjects like slaves. 
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onion (wn-yon) n. A strongly flavoured vegetable, eaten with 
meat and in soups. 

ooze u. To trickle or leak out slowly. Ex. There was a crack in 
the barrel, and we saw liquid oozing out. 
opal (o-pal) n. A jewel having varied shades of colour, from 
milky*white to pink and greenish-blue, 
opera n. A play set to music, in which the word.s are sung 
instead of spoken. 

operate v. To act. The word is most often applied to the action 
of a surgeon who heals diseases by cutting out a diseased 
part of the body. This is an operation. 
opinion (o-ptn-yon) n. An idea or belief about sonic p.^rticular 
matter. Ex. It is my opinion that our team will win the 
match. 

opium (o-pe-iim) n. A drug used to relieve pain, 
opportunity n. A chance, or a suitable time for doing styiicthing. 
Ex. The fine weather gave the farmer an opportunity to cart 
in his harvest of wheat. 

oppose V. To resist or be against. Kx. Kathcr w.is inclined, at 
first, to oppose the idea of John's learning boxing. But he 
soon gave up his opposition and agreed, 
opposite (op-o-zit) adj. (a) On the other side. Ex. The house 
opposite yours is the house facing yours on tlie other side of 
the street, {b) Quite different, opposed. Ex. Mary's opinion 
is exactly the opposite of mine. 

oppress 1 ). To treat harshly. Ex. The Roman Emperor Nero 
oppressed his subjects cruelly. 

optical adj. Connected with the sight of the eye. Eye-glasses 
are optical instruments, and one who makes them ^is an 
optician (op-tish-an). 

optimist (on-tim-ist) n. One who looks at the bright side of 
things and hopes all will be for the best. lie is optimistic 
and shows optimism. Ex. Don't be too optimistic a^ut the 
weather when planning your picnic, 
opulent culj. Very rich. A rich man lives in opulence. 
oral (o-ral) adj. Spoken, not written. Ex. Our oral examination 
in French is to be on Tuesday. 

orator (or-a-tor) n. One who speaks well in public. Oratory is 
the art of doing this. 

orchard (or-chard) n. A piece of land where fruit trees are grown, 
especially apples, pears, cherries and plums, 
orchestra (or-kes-tra) n. A group of musicians playing together. 
There is usually an orchestra in theatres. An orchestred 
(or-Ares-tral) concert is a concert given by an orchestra, 
order (1) n. (a) A tidy arrangement. Ex. John has gone to 
put his bc^ks in order —to make them orderly. He is an 
orderly person, {b) A command to do something. Ex, The 
officer gave his men the order to advance. (2) o. To give 
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an order. Ex. The officer ordered his men to advance. We 
also speak of giving an order to our grocer or butcher, mean- 
ing that yit tell them what we want, 
ordinary adj. Common, usual, not special. Ex. It is an ordinary 
thing for father to have a walk after tea. Every ordinary 
boy likes playing games of some kind, 
organ n. (a) A part of the body, such as the eye or the heart. 
(b) A musical instrument with a keyboard like a piano. Some¬ 
times it has two or three keyboards, one above the other like 
steps. There are organs in most churches. One who plays 
an organ is an organist. 

organise v. To arrange business or work of some kind, or to deal 
with people in such a way that they act well together. Such 
an arrangement is good organisation. 

Orient n. I'he East. India is in the East. It is an oriental 
country. 

origin (or-ij-in) n. The beginning of an 3 rthing. Ex. The river 
Thames has its origin in a spring in the Cotswold country. 
It originates (or-ij-in-ates) there. 

original (or-y-in-al) adj. (a) First. Ex. The original inhabit¬ 
ants of Britain lived in caves and dressed in skins of animals. 
(b) New, made or said or done for the first time. Not copied 
from anything else. Ex. We had to write an original verse 
of eight fines in our English examination. The master wanted 
us to show some originality in choosing the subject, 
ornament (or-na-ment) n. A thing which is liked for its appear¬ 
ance and not because it is useful. People used to keep many 
ornaments on the mantelshelves ; they were considered orna¬ 
mental. (2) V. (oT-na-ment). To make more beautiful by add¬ 
ing some decoration. Ex. Her hat was ornamented with roses, 
orphdn (or-fan) n, A child, both of whose 
parents are dead. An orphanage is an insti¬ 
tution (see institution) in which orphans 
live and are taken care of. 
ostrich n. The largest of all birds. It has 
long legs and a long neck, and is found in 
Africa. It runs fast but does not fly. 
ounce (ownce) n. Sixteenth part of a pound 
in weight. 

oust (owst) V. To turn out. Ex. A baby 
cuckoo is strong enough to oiist all the 
other young birds from the nest, 
outcry n. A loud shouting of disapproval. 

Ex. There was an outcry when the football 
ground was closed, 
outfit n. The necessary clothes or tools for some purpose. Ex. 
John will need a new outfit when be leaves school and goes 
to work. 
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oiit|(row V, To grow too large or too old for something. You 
can outgrow your clothes* or outgrow fairy-tales. 
oUdng n. A pleasure trip or excursion (see excursion), 
outlast V. To last longer than. Ex. A house built of stone will 
outlast a wooden one. 

outlaw n. A person who has broken the law and iziust^not be 
helped to escape from tlie country. Ex. Robin Hood was 
an outlaw. 

outlay n. Expense. Ex. Father said it was worth the outlay 
to have such a good holiday. 

outlook n. A view or prospect (see prospect). Ex. There is a 
pleasant outlook from the top windows. The weather outlook 
is not good. 

outnumber v. To be more in number than. Ex. Women out- 
number men in Great Britain. 

outrage n. A violent and horrif 3 ring act. Ex. Cruelty to children 
is regarded as an outrage (as outrageous) nowadays* but it 
was not always so. 

outright adv. Immediately or completely. Ex. The dog was 
killed outright, and did not suffer long, 
outskirts n. The surrounding district. Ex. The church we go 
to is in the outskirts of the town. 

outspoken adj. Spoken frankly and freely* perhaps without re¬ 
garding the feelings of others. Ex. Mr. A. made some very 
outspoken remarks at the meeting. People who are too out¬ 
spoken are not always liked. 

oval (o-val) adj. Having the shape of an egg. Tables are some¬ 
times made oval instead of square or oblong, 
oven (uv-en) n. A sort of metal box, usually built into a grate, 
for cooking food. Ex. Mother bakes lovely scones in the 
ot^en. , 

overalls n. A dress or suit worn on top of another to keep it 
clean. Ex. The motor-cyclist was protected from the mud 
by his enrolls, 

overboard adv. Over the side of a ship. Ex. Man overboard ** 
is a terrible cry to hear at sea. 
overcharge v. To charge too much for something, 
overcome (1) v. To defeat or conquer. (2) adj. Feeling beaten 
and exhausted. Ex. Mother felt quite overcome by the heat, 
overcrowded adj. Having too many people in it. Ex. The HaU 
was overcrowded on Speech Day, 

overhaul o. To examine, in order to remove mistakes or defects. 

Ex. Father is overhauling his bicycle tonight, 
overhead (o-ver-hed) adj. or adv. Above the head. High up. 
overtake o. To catch up with. Ex. Mary left the bouse first* 
but 1 soon overtook her. 

overthrow v. To defeat or overcome. Ex. The Normans over- 
threw the English in 1066. 
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owe (oh) V. To owe money to someone is to know that it is 
one’s duty to pay the money to him. Ex. i ovoe Nancy two¬ 
pence for the stamp I bought from her yesterday. One can 
also owe thanks for some kindness or gift received. 
owLig adj. (with to, prep.). Because of, on account of. Ex. 

Mary had to stay at home, owing to her cold, 
owl n. A bird that hunts for its food by night, and has a strange 
hooting call instead of a song. 

ox n. A certain type of bull which is used for heavy farm work 
in some countries. The plural is oxen. 
oyster n. A shell-fish much liked as a food. 


P 

pace n. db V. A step, or to walk. Ex. He took three pace$^ or 
he paced up and down the room. 

pacify (fioss-i-fy) o. To make calm and peaceful. Ex. Baby was 
crying, but Mother soon pacified him. A pacifist is one who 
objects to using force (that is, war) to settle disputes between 
nations. He refuses to fight in any circumstances, 
pack (1) n. (a) A bundle of goods to be carried on the back. 
(b) A number or group. Ex. A pack of thieves. (2) v. To 
arrange goods so as to take as little space as possible. Ex. 
To pack a suit-case for a journey. A package is made from a 
number of things wrapped together, usually in paper, to be 
sent by post or by railway. A small package is a packet. 
paddle v. (a) To walk in the sea or other water with bare feet. 
Ex. Baby loves to paddle when the water is 
warm. (i>) To row a boat with one short oar. 
paddock n. A small field in which horses are kept, 
padlock n. A movable lock, turned by a key, for 
fastening doors and gates. { 

pagan (pay-gaii) n. One who worships idols or false 
gods. Ex. The early inhabitants of Britain were 
pagans^ and St. Augustine was the first Christian 
Missionary to teach some of them about God Padlock 
and Jesus Christ. 

page n. One side of a sheet of paper, or of a leaf of a book. 

Ex. How many pages has this dictionary? 
pageant (paj-ant) n. An entertainment, usually in the open air, 
in wliich scenes from history are acted in the costumes of 
the time referred to. 

pagoda (pa-go-da) n. A Chinese or Indian temple (see temple), 
painful adj. Causing pain. To take pains is to take trouble to 
do something carefully and well. 
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paint (1) n. A liquid substance containing colour. (2) u. To 
spread this substance on a surface. Ex. To paint a door, or 
to paint a picture. One who paints is a painter, and a painted 
picture is called a painting. 

palace (pal-as) n. A large house, live<l in by a king or bishop 
or other great person. A house tliat looks as grand as a 
palace is said to be palatial (pa-^ay-shnl). 
palate (pof-at) n. The roof of the mouth. Palatable (pa/-a-tabl) 
food means food that tastes nice. 

pale adj. Without much colour. Ex. People often look pale 
after an illness. 

palette {palet) n. A small flat board on which 
a painter mixes his colours, 
pallid adj. Pale. The state of being pallid or 
pale is pallor. 

palm (pahm) n. (a) A tall tree, with all its 
foliage at the top, which grows in a warm 
climate. (6) The soft inner surface of the 
hand. 

paltry (paa’f-tre) adj. Of little value. Trifling. 

Ex. It was stupid to quarrel about such a 
paltry thing. 

pamper r. To give too many good things to 
someone, usually a child. Ex. It is not 
good for a child to be pampered too much, 
pamphlet (pawi-flet) n. A sort of small book, without stiff covers, 
written for a special purpose. Ex. Father received a pamphlet 
before the Klection. 

pandemonium {pan-de-mo-net-nm) n. Great noise and confusion, 
caused by fear or joy or any other excitement, 
pang n. A pain, or a feeling of great sorrow. Ex. It gave Harry 
a pang ttfpart with his dog during the holiday, 
panic n. Great fear and senseless rushing about. Ex. There is 
always danger of panic when a Are breaks out in a crowded 
building 

panorama {pan-or-ah-ma) n. A wide view of sea or land, 
pant V. To breathe quickly. Ex. The old man was panting after 
climbing the stairs. 

panther n. A kind of leopard, found in India, 
pantomime n. An amusing play, usually shown at Christmas 
and dealing with the characters in some welNknown fairy¬ 
tale. 

pantry n. A cupboard or small room in which china and glass 
are kept, and sometimes food. 

Papal (pay-pal) adj. Connected with the Pope, 
parable (par-a-Ll) n. A story with a double meaning which 
teaches a lesson. The New Testament story of the Good 
Samaritan is a parable. 
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parachute (par-a-shoot) n. A large piece of cloth attached to 
ropes, and shaped like an umbrella, by which a person can 
float to earth safely from an aeroplane. 

One who does so is a parachuHsL 
parade n. A display. A gathering of 
troops. 

paradise (pa-ra-dice) n. Heaven, 
paraffin (pa-ra-fln) n. A kind of oil used 
for burning in lamps. 

paragon n. A person who seems to be 
perfect. Ex. The new boy seems quite 
a poTagoTit good at games as well as at 
lessons. 

paragraph (po-ra-graf) n. A portion of a 
page of writing or print, dealing with 
one subject. It is usual to start the 
first sentence of a new paragraph a Parachute 

little way in from the margin of the 
page. 

parallel (pa-ra-lel) odj. Parallel lines are the same distance apart 
all the way along. Railway lines run parallel to one another 
and so do the lines of print in this book, 
paralysis (pa-ral-is-is) n. A disease which makes it difficult or 
impossible to move the limbs. 

parapet n. A low wall, usually breast-high, built for safety 
purposes on a bridge, balcony or roof, 
paraphrase v. To put into other words, keeping the same 
meaning. Ex. It is a good exercise to paraphrase a few lines 
from one of Shakespeare’s plays, 
parcel n. See pack. 

parohed (partsht) adj. Very dry, very thirsty. Ex. Flowers can 
be parched in hot weather, so can a person, 
parchment (parteA-ment) n. A kind of very strpng paper for 
writing on, made from animal skin. Ex. In the Museum we 
saw ancient writing on beautifully painted parchments. 
pardon (1) v. To forgive (see forgive). (2) n. The act of 
forgiving. 

pare v. To remove the skin of fruit or vegetables with a knife, 
parish (pa-rish) n. A district, often connected with a church. 

There are several parishes in each county. 

Parliament (par-le-ment) n. The British Parliament consists of 
the House of Lords and the House of Commons, 
parody n. Something written as an imitation of some well- 
known verse or prose. You might make a parody of “ Three 
Blind Mice ” beginning : “ Three Small ^ys. Oh, what a 
Noise.” 

parole (pa-roie) n. Word of honour. A promise given by a 
prisoner that he will not try to run away. 
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parrot «. A tropical bird of beautiful colouring. Some parrots 
are able to imitate the human voice, 
parsley n. A green, fern-like plant often grown in 
gardens for flavouring food. Ex, Mother made 
parsley sauce to go with the fish, 
parsnip n. A yellowish white vegetable shaped 
like a carrot. 

parson n, A clergyman, a minister of the church. 

His house is sometimes called the parsonage, 
partake v. To share, or take some of. Ex, We 
all partook of the Christmas pudding, 
partial (por-shal) adj. (o) Forming only a part. 

Ex, There was a partial thaw {see. thaw) and it 
was not safe to go skating. (1>) Having a liking 
for. Ex. Father is very partial to cheese for 
supper. Wlien a person shows favour to neither 
one side nor the other, he is said to be impariial. A Judge 
should always be impartial. 

particle n. A veiy^ small quantity. Ex. Mary got a jfarticU of 
dust in her eye. 

particular adj. {a) Special. Ex. One particular dog at the show 
seemed certain to get first prize, (b) Careful, attentive. Ex. 
Father is very particular about locking up at night. He is 
particularly careful on dark winter evenings, 
pardtion (par-fisft-on) n. A division or separation. Ex. I'he large 
hall was divided into two by a wooden partition. 
partner n. A person who shares with another in marriage or 
business or dancing, etc. Two people can form a partnership. 
partridge n. A bird rather like a ph<‘asant, but smaller. It 
lives in fields and is killed for food, 
party n. A number of people who have the same aim or purfiose. 

Ex. A party of tourists, a birthday party^ a political party. 
pass (1) n. (a) A narrow road among mountains, {b) A ticket 
allowingtsomeone to travel on a railway or enter a theatre. 
(2) V. (a) To move away. (6) To hand over. Ex. Pass me 
the cheese. To pass an examination is to be successful in it. 
passage n. (a) A journey, especially by sea. Ex. It was a rough 
passage. (6) A narrow corridor or hall between rooms in a 
house, (c) A part of a book or speech. Ex. We have to learn 
a short passage from Shakespeare by heart, 
passenger n. One who travels in a vehicle, 
passion (pash-on) n. Strong feeling, especially anger. Ex. The 
farmer was in a passion when he found his cherries had been 
stolen. He is a passionate man, and apt to be passionately 
angry. 

Passover n. A Jewish feast. 

passport n. A document issued by the Government, giving 
p<:miission for a person to travel in foreign countries. 
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password n. A word which one has to say to a guard in order 
to be allowed to pass into a camp or bulling which is 
guarded. 

pasteurise (pos-ter-ize) v. To kill germs, especially in milk, by 
heating. 

pastille (pas-tee/) n. A kind of small sweet containing medicine, 
pastime n. A game or amusement which passes the time. Ex. 

Father’s favourite jtcistime is fishing, 
pastor n. A clergyman in charge of a congregation {set congre¬ 
gate). 

pastry (pace-tre) n. A mixtuie of flour and fat baked in the 
oven. Pies and tarts are made of pastry, 
pasture n. Grass fields on which cows or sheep can be fed. 
Pasture land is called pasiurage. 

patch (1) n. A })iece of cloth or leather sewn on to a garment to 
make it stronger, or to mend a hole. (2) o. To mend in this 
way. 

pate n. The top of the head. 

pater (pay-ter) n. A slang word for father. Paternal (pa-/er-nal) 
means fatherly, or like a father. Ex. The old doctor had a 
nice paternal manner. 

pathetic (pa-</ic/-ik) adj. Sad or causing pity. Ex. Cousin Peter 
looked pathetic when he was taken to hospital, 
pathos (paty-thos) n. Sadness. Something in a book that makes 
one feel full of pity and sympathy, 
patience (pay-shence) n. The ability either to endure suffering 
without complaint, or to wait quietly for something that one 
wants. One who has this quality is patient. One who is 
under the care of a doctor is called a patient (n.). 
patriot (pay-tri-ot or paf-ri-ot) n. A person who loves his 
country and will do all he can to help it. Such a person is 
patriotic. He shows pairiotism. 

patron (pay-tron) n. One who helps and encourages another in 
some special work. Ex. We asked the Squire to be patron 
of our summer fete, as we were sure it would the^ be a success. 
Regular customers of a shop are sometimes called its patrons, 
pattern n. (a) Something used as a guide or a model to be copied. 
Ex. I am going to make a new coat for baby from this pattern, 
(b) The design or markings on a fabric {see fabric). Ex. 1 like 
the pattern of Mary’s new dress, (c) A small piece of cloth 
used as a sample {see sample). Ex. The tailor gave father 
three patterns to choose from. 

pauper (paze-per) n. A very poor person. Ex. The workhouses 
used to provide beds and food for paupers who had no money, 
pause (paws) t>. ds n. To stop for a short time. Ex. He paused 
in his speech. There was a sudden pause (n.) in the music, 
pave n. To lay down stones to make a path or road. These 
stones are paving-stonest and they can form a pavement. 
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pftvilion (pa-vtl-yon) n. A small house on a sports ground or 
golf-course where the players change 
their clothes or keep their balls and 
bats. 

payment n. That which settles a debt (see 
debt). 

peace n. Quiet, calm, freedom from war. 
peacock n. A large bird with l)€autifiilly 

coloured feathers, especially in its tail, Peacock 

which it can spread out like a fan. 
peak n. (a) The highest point of a hill. (6) The front part of a cap 
which shades the eyes. 

peal (1) n. The set of bells in a church tower, and also the sound 
they make when rung together. (*2) v. To make this sound. 
Ex. The bells pealed on Christmas day. 
pear (pare) n. A fruit about the size of an apple, and growing 
on a similar kind of tree. 

pearl (perl) n. A precious stone found in the sbclls of oysters, 
peasant {pez-sid) n. A countryman who works on the land, 
peat n. A kind of turf (see turf) that can be dried and iairned in 
the same way as coal. Ex. In some parts of Scotland and 
Ireland peat is much used for fires, 
pebble n. A small stone. Ex. The beach was covered with 
pebbles. 

peculiar (pe-kcaj-li-ar) adj. Strange, uncommon. Ex. Old Mr. 
Brown has a peculiar way of speaking. There is a peculiarity 
in his speech. 

pedal (ped-nl) n. The driving part of a bicycle, on which the foot 
rests. 

peddle V. To sell from door to door. One who docs this is a 
pedlar. 

pedestrian (pc-dcs-tri-an) n. One who walks. Ex. PedeMrians 
ought to watch the traffic lights and not try to cross the road 
while the traffic is moving. 

peel (1) w. The skin of a fruit or vegetable. (2) v. 'I’o cut oil 
this sk^. Ex. Mary does not like peeling [lotatocs. 
peep V. To look quickly or through a narrow opening. Ex. I 
peeped into baby's cot to see if he was asleep. 1 had a peep 
(n.) at him. 

peer (1) n. A Duke or Earl or other nobleman. Peers sit in the 
llouse of Lords. (2) v. To look closely as if straining the 
eyes. 

peevish adj. Cross, irritable. Ex. The baby next door is u 
peevish child, and cries very often, 
pellet n. A little ball. You can make a pellet of paper or bread. 

Pellets made of lead are used for .shooting at birds, 
penalty (pen-at-te) n. Punishment (see punish). Ex. The penalty 
for breaking a window might be to pay one pound. 
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pendulum n. A bar with a weight at the end that hangs down 
from a dock and swings to and fro. 
penetrate (pen>e<trate) v. To pierce or to push one's way into 
"" something. Ex. The nail penetrated the water-pipe by accident 
You might penetrate a forest. A very loud voice 
is sometimes said to be a penetrating voice 
because it is heard at a long distance, 
penguin (pen-gwin) n. A sea-bird, found in the 
region of the South Pole. It walks, or waddles, 
but cannot fly. Ex. The penguins at the Zoo 
attract many visitors. 

peninsula (pen-tn-sew-la) n. A piece of land point¬ 
ing out into the sea and almost surrounded by 
it. Italy is a large peninsula, and so is Spain. 

The war fought in Spain by Napoleon is known 
as the Peninsular War. Penguin 

penitent adj. Sorry for having done something 

wrong. Ex. Nancy disobeyed mother, but was very penitent 
afterwards. 

penknife (pen-nife) n. A small knife which folds up and can be 
carried in the pocket. 

pension (pen-shon) n. A regular payment of money, usually to 
people too old to go on working, 
pensive adj. Thoughtful and perhaps a little sad also, 
pepper n. A plant from whose berries a hot spice can be obtained. 
Ex. Most Englishmen like pepper and salt on their meat and 
vegetables. 

perambulator (per-am-bu-lay-tor) n. A small carriage in which 
babies can ^ pushed along by hand, often called a pram, 
perceive {p&t-seeoe) v. To know by means of the senses {see sense), 
or to understand. You can perceive either by sight or by 
sihell that an egg is bad. A thing that can be perceived is 
perceptible. Ex. There was a perceptible silence, 
perch (1) n. A bar or branch of a tree on which bird rests. 
(2) V. To rest as on a perch. Ex. The blackbird perched on 
a twig beside me for a moment. 

perchance adv. By chance, perhaps. Ex. Perchance she may 
remember me. 

peremptory (per-emp-tor-e) adj. A peremptory command is one 
which must be obeyed without delay and without question, 
perennial (per-en-ial) adj. Lasting for several years, perhaps for 
ever. Flowers which come up every year, such as marigolds, 
are called perennials (n.). 

perfect adj. Complete and without a flaw {see flaw). Ex. What 
made our seaside holiday perfect this year was that father was 
able to come with us. 

perforate (per-fo-rate) v. To make holes in. Ex. A sheet of 
stamps is perforated. The little holes are perforations. 
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perforin o. To do; to act. Ex, You can perform your duty, 
or perform a play in a theatre or perform a conjuring trick. 
You can see performing elephants at a circus. You can go 
to see the performance of a play. One who performs is a 
performer. 

perfume (per-fewm) n. A sweet smell. A sweet'smeliing liquid, 
peril (peT'il) n. Danger. Ex. Sailors are often in peril when at 
sea. A perilous journey is a dangerous one. 
period (peer-i~od) n. A portion (see portion) of lime. Ex. 
Father was in Italy for a short period during the war. 
The Spanish Armada was destroyed during the Elizabethan 
period (the time when Queen Elizabeth 1 was on the throne). 
A periodical (peer-i-od-i-cal) is a magazine wliich appears at 
regular times. 

periscope (pa^-is-kope) n. An instrument containing miiTors, 
which enables you to see what is happening on the other side 
of something such as a wall, or a crowd of people. Submarines 
{see submarine) carry large periscopes in order to see what 
is happening on the surface of the sea, while the submarine 
is below it. 

perish v. To die or be destroyed. Ex. The Swiss boy perished 
in the snowstorm. Many valuable books perished in the lire 
that broke out in the castle. 

permanent adj. Lasting, remaining the same for a long time, 
permit (per-mit) (1) v. To allow. Ex. Mother would not permit 
Harry to bathe to-day. She will give him permission to 
bathe when the weather is warmer. (2) n. (per-mit). Written 
permission allowing something to done. Ex. John was 
given a permil to go through the private park, 
perpendicular ad;. Exactly upright Ex. Broadcasting wireless 
masts are always perpetidictUar to the ground. * 

perpetual (per-pe/-yew-al) adj. Never ending, lasting for ever. 

Ex. Th| sea, even when calm, is in perpetiml motion, 
perplexed adj. Confused, puzzled, in doubt. Ex. At the cross¬ 
roads we were perplexed about which road to take. To be 
perplexed is to be in perplexity. 

persecute (per-se-kewt) v. To treat badly or cruelly, with inten¬ 
tion to cause suffering. Ex. The early Christians were often 
persecuted for their beliefs. They suffered persecution. 
persevere (per-se-vere) v. To keep on trying. Ex, Nancy Perse¬ 
vered with her piano lessons and now plays very nicely. She 
showed great perseverance (per-se-veer-ance). 
persist v. To keep on doing something. Ex. Tommy persisted 
in biting his nails, till be had to be punished for it. He was 
very persistent. 

personage n. An important person. 

personnel (per-son-e2) n. A group of people employed on one 
job. Ex, The personnel of the factory consisted of 120 women. 
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perspire v.; perspiration n. See sweat. 

persuade {'ptr-swade) v. To argue or coax a person into doing 
something. Ex. Mother persuaded Tommy to come home with 
her, though he was very anxious to stay longer in the cinema. 
He gave in to mother's persuasion. 
pert adj. Cheeky, rude. 

pest n. A person, animal or insect that causes trouble or destruc¬ 
tion, e.g. mice, flies and slugs. In some districts, rabbits are 
pests and do great damage to crops, 
pester v. To trouble, or annoy, or worry. Ex. The gipsy pestered 
mother to buy flowers that she did not want, 
pestilence n. A disease which attacks many people and spreads 
quickly. A plague (see plague). 

petal (pet~al) n. One of the coloured leaves that make up a 
flower. Ex. B.ose-petals were scattered on the bride after the 
wedding. 

petition (pe-tish-on) n. A request; usually a written one signed 
by a number of people. Ex. The Town Council received a 


petiSdfrltrom the citizens, asking 
streets. 


^>etrify^ 



of years, trees ^coine peCrffledr 
they were petrified, when they mean that they were frightened 

or ■ ■ ■ ■ * ■ 



petroleum (pet-ro-le-um) n. 



pew n. A wooden seat with a back, used in churches. 


pheasant (fez-ant) n. A game bird ab out the size of a hen. 

long tail 
phial (fi-i 


phone ;n^^fe-i?i The^hort^drm^f^,he-ijvotd^fepfegn g. - 

phonetic (to-net-ik) adj, A way of spelling words exactly as th^ 
sound. ExPr^^honette way of 

photograph (/o-to-gra f) n . Pictu B !LjnadeJbyL^>^^e tio^.ofc. 

light on 


phrase (frase) n. A few words that form part of a senteni^. 
Ex. “ Red as a rose.” 






















































picturesque (pik-tewr-esk) adj. Pretty enough to make a good 


piece (peece 
ier 


shore, so that ships can come alongside to load or 


pierce (peerce) v. To make a hole in. 
pierrot (per-er-oh) n. A sort of clown. 



pigtail n. A plait (see plait) of hair hanging down the 
Girls sometimes have pigtails. 



shore to pilot (v.) her safely into harbour. 























































































piiicerrXpte=«rf)T^ 

plumber (see plumber) used jtnncers-fortwistra^^e^wffK- 
^i neTlT w. /OT^vergreen tree wnich Dears cones. 


^tmghjEuj-gixiumJii-JSEaimjdiinat^^ 
^ipggcti 


tower on^pire. :^r^Or ^e pinnacle 
^piat^pine- 


pioneer n. One who is the first to do anything. 



piou s adj. ^g e fcpi ety. 


pirate (pl-rate) 

There are still pirates round the coasts^f^hhw; 


museums. 

pitch (1) n. (a) The place on which a market stall is set up, or 
a game is played, is called a pitch, (b) A thick black sub¬ 
stance like tar, used in making the surface of roads. (2) v. 
To throw. Ex. The fireman pitched the burning curtain out 
of the window. To pitch a tent means to set the tent up in 
position. 

pitcher n. A large metal or earthenware jug for holding liquid. 
Ex, In Eastern countries, women carry pitchers of water on 
their heads. 

pitchfork n. A long fork used by farmers for lifting hay. 
piteous (piUe-us) adj. Sad, wretched. Ex. The stray (see stray) 
cat looked very piteous^ and we gave it some milk, 
pitfall n. An unseen trap or danger of any kind. Ex, A hole in 
the road might be a pitfaU. An examination paper might be 
full of pitfalls though it looked easy, 
pitiful adj. Needing pity and help. Piteous, 
pittance n. A very small amount of money on which to live. 
Ex. The old man needed help, because he was able to earn 
only a pittance. 

pity (pit-e) (1) n. A kindly feeling for the sorrow or suffering of 
others. (2) v. To feel pity or sympathy for others, 
placard n. A large card or board containing a notice. Ex. News¬ 
paper shops usually display placards containing the news, 
placid (p/os-id) adj. Calm, peaceful. Ex.. Aunt Mary has a 
placid nature and never seems to be cross or excited, 
plague (playg) (1) n. A disease that spreads quickly among many 
people. Ex. In the year 1665 the Great Plague broke out in 
London and caused deaths of 100,000 people. (2) v. To 
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annoy or disturb. Bse. We were plagued by wasps at the 
picnic. 

plaice (place) n. A flat flsh used as food. 

plaid (plad or plade) n. A woollen garment* like a large shawl* 
worn especially in the North of Scotland, 
plain (1) adj, (a) Without markings or ornament. Ex. A piece 
of plain cotton, [h) Simple. Ex. Plain food or clothes, (c) 
Not beautiful. Ex. Cousin Alice may be platn^ but she is 
kind and nice. (2) n. An area (see area) of flat land. Ex. 
The American plains stretch for hundreds of miles, 
plait (plate or plat) n. A way of twisting three or more strands 
or strips of something such as ribbon or hair. Ex. Mary has 
a long plait of dark hair. Her mother plaits (v.) it for her 
every morning. 

plane (1) n. (a) A flat surface. (6) A tool for smoothing wooden 
boards or surfaces, (c) A tall tree often grown in towns, 
(d) A short form of the word aeroplane, 
planet n. The planets in the sky revolve round the sun. The 
ones that we see look like stars except that they ohine with a 
clear* steady light and do not twinkle. The Earth is a planet, 
plank n. A long flat piece of wood* such as is used for making 
floors. 

plaster n. (a) A mixture of lime* sand and water spread on the 
inside walls and ceilings of houses, (b) A piece of material 
specially' prepared for placing over a cut or wound. It is often 
called sticking-plaster. 

plastic adj. A substance such as clay or wax is plastic when it 
can be moulded into different shapes. Plastic materials (made 
of certain chemicals) are sometimes used instead of china for 
cups and saucers* and instead of rubber for mackintoshes, 
plateau (pla(-o) n. A flat stretch of land rather high above sea- 
level {see sea-level). Ex. The Pamir Plateau is a very high 
one in central Asia. 

platformsn. A raised flooring in a hall or in a railway station. 
Ex. John had to go up on the platform to receive iiis prize 
at school. 

platoon n. A small company of soldiers. 

playful adj. Fond of play. Ex. Susan’s kitten is very playful. 
playwright (play-rite) n. A writer of plays. Ex. Shakespeare 
was England’s greatest playwright. 
plead (pleed) v. To ask earnestly. Ex. Harry had to plead hard 
for permission to play in the garden, 
pleasant (pZez-ant) adj. Nice, enjoyable. Ex. We had a very 
pleasant day at the sea-side. 

pleasure (plezh-ur) n. Enjoyment* happiness. Ex. It is always 
a pleasure to hear Nancy singing. 

pledge V. To promise, n. A promise. Ex. To pledge one’s 
word is to give a solemn promise. 



♦ plenty (plen-te) n. Enough or more than enough. Ex. We have 
plenty of apples on our trees. Apples are pleniijul this year. 
There is a plenteous supply of them. 
pliers (ply-ers) n. A metal tool for gripping tightly. Ex. The 
plumber pulled the nails from the lid with his pliers. 
plight (plite) n. Sad condition or difficulty. Ex, Mother lost her 
purse on the journey and was in a pl^ht. 
plod 0 . To keep on steadily. Ex. We plodded on, up the steep hUL 
Mary plods on with her Latin, though she finds it difficult, 
plot (1) n. (a) A small piece of ground. Ex. The plot in front 
of the house contains lovely roses, (b) The story of a play, 
film or book. Ex. The plot was very exciting, (c) A secret 
plan, usually aiming at harming someone. Ex. The Gun< 
powder Plot in 1605 aimed at blowing up the Houses of Par> 
liament. (2) v. To make a secret plan, 
plough (plou) (1) V. To dig up the land with a machine. (2) n. 
The machine that does this. The man who drives the plough 
is called a ploughman. 

plover (pluv-er) n. A bird about the size of a crow, often found 
in English fields. It is sometimes called the lapwing or the 
pee-wit. 

pluck (1) n. Courage, bravery. Ex. John showed great pluck 
when he dived into the canal to save the little girl. It was 
very plucky of him. (2) v. To pull quickly. Ex. Mother 
plucked the feathers of the chicken before cooking it. 
plumber (plum-er) n. A man who fits and mends water-pipes, 
gas-pipes and taps. He does the plumbing (plum-ing). 
plume n. A large fine feather. The feathers of a bird are its 
plumage (ptoom-aj). 

plump adj. Rather fat. Ex. For our Christmas dinner, mother 
bought a nice plump goose. 

plunder *>. To take by force. Ex. The pirates hoped to plunder 
the /ship, but failed. They got no plunder (n.). 
plunge (plunj) v. To push or dive into. Ex. James plunged into 
the river ; he loves swimming. 

pneumatic (new-muMk) adj. Containing air. Ex. Bicycle tyres 
are now pneumatic instead of solid as they used to be. 
pneumonia (new-mo-ni-a) n. A serious illness affecting the lungs, 
poach u. (a) To cook an egg in water without its shell, {b) To 
catch or kill birds, animals or fish without their owner's per¬ 
mission. Ex. The man went into tlie woods at night, hoping 
to poach a couple of rabbits, or even a pheasant. Tie was a 
poacher. 

pocket n. A sort of bag sewn into one’s clothes and used for 
carrying small things such as handkerchief, money or keys, 
poem (po-em) n. A verse or verses. A piece of poetry. Shake* 
speare, Wordsworth and Keats were famous poets. Ex. Keats 
wrote a beautiful poem about a nightingale. 



point-blank adj. Direct. Ex, I had to ask James point-btanh 
“ Are you coming or are you not ? ” 
poison (poyzn) (1) n. A substance nrhich irtll kill, or do serious 
harm 'when taken into the body. (2) v. To use such a sub¬ 
stance—a poisonous substance. 

polar adj. Near, or connected with, the regions around the North 
and South Poles of the earth. Ex. We talk of polar explora¬ 
tions and polar bears. 

Pole n. A native of Poland. The language of Poland is Polish 
(po/i-lish). Ex. There have been some famous Polish musicians, 
policy (pol-is-e) n. A plan, a way of acting in business or other 
affairs of life. Ex. The manager's policy was to keep the 
workmen happy and contented, besides seeing that they 
worked well. 

polish (poMsh) (1) n. A smooth shining surface, or a substance 
which makes a surface shine, such as shoe-polish. (2) v. To 
make a surface shine. Ex. To polish the sideboard, 
polite {po-lite) adj. See courteous. Ex. Our grocer is always 
polite and pleasant even when he is very busy. He always 
answers mother politely. He shows politeness. 
political (po-h‘Mk-aI) adj. Connected with the work of govern¬ 
ment which is done by Parliament. Ex. The two largest 
political parties (groups of people) in our Parliament are the 
Conservatives and the Socialists. The members of Parlia¬ 
ment are politicians (pol-it-ts/»-ans) and make many speeches 
on politics, explaining how they think the work of government 
should be done. 

pomp n. A show of grandeur {see grand). Ex. The coronation 
of a King or Queen is an occasion of great pomp and 
splendour. 

pompous (pom-pus) adj. Trying to be very dignified {see dignity) 
and important. Ex, The Inspector spoke in a pompous way 
which nobody liked. , 

pond n. A large pool of water. Ex. Three ducks were swimming 
in the pond. 

ponder v. To think about, carefully. Ex, Mother read the letter 
twice, and pondered it w’ell. A ponderous book is a large and 
heavy one. A ponderous joke is a heavy and dull one. 
pontoon n. A flat-bottomed boat. Pontoons are fastened to¬ 
gether to make a bridge by which soldiers can cross a river, 
pony (po-ne) n. A small horse. 

poodle n. A kind of dog that usually has its hair clipped (or cut) 
into curious shapes. 

pool n. A small quantity of water on the ground, or a very 
small pond. 

poor adj. Having very little money. Ex. That old woman is 
very poor. A way of expressing pity. Ex. The poor Princess 
was ill and could not go to the ball. 
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Pope n. The Head of the Roman Catholic Church, who liyes in 
the Vatican Palace in Rome. 

' ^plar n. A tall, thin tree whose leaves tremble even when there 
is very little wind. 

popular (pop-yoo-lar) adj. Liked by many people. Ex. A popu> 
lor song, or a boy who is popular at school. He has popuUxrity. 
population (pop-yoo-kiy-shon) n. The number of people living 
in a village, town or country. Ex. The population of England 
is about forty-four millions (44,000,000). 
porch n. A doorway that has a roof buUt over it. Ex. I waited 
in the porch till the shower was over, 
pore (1) n. Our skin has tiny holes in it, called pores, which we 
can scarcely see. (2) v. To read or study closely. Ex. John 
was poring over his new history book, 
pork n. The flesh of the pig when used as food, 
port n, (a) A harbour of ships. (6) A kind of red wine that comes 
from Portugal, (c) The side of a ship to one’s left, looking 
forward. 

portable (por-ta-bl) adj. Easily carried 
from one place to another. Ex. Uncle 
Fred has a portable wireless set. 
portcullis (port-euf-is) n. A heavy iron gate 
fixed above the entrance to many old 
castles. It used to be let down at night 
or when an enemy approached, so that 
no one could get in. 

porter n. One who is employed to carry 

parcels or luggage, or to act as door- PortouUia 

keeper of a building. Ex. There are 
poriere at all large stations, 
port-hole n. A hole or window in the side of a ship, 
portion '(por-shon) n. A part or share of something. Ex. 

Tommy got a small portion of cheese, 
portmanteau (port-mon-to) n. A trunk or bag used by travel¬ 
lers for carrying clothes. 

portrait (por-trait) n. A picture or photograph of a person. 
Portuguese (porf-yoo-geez) (1) n. A native of Portugal or 
the language of Portugal. ndj. Connected with, or com¬ 
ing from, Portugal. Ex. A Portuguese custom. Portuguese 
sardines. 

position (po-zisA-on) n. (a) The place where something is. Ex. 
The lighthouse is in a fine position on the top of the high 
cliffs, (b) The way something or someone is placed. Ex. 
The photographer told mother to get into a comfortable posi¬ 
tion before he took the photograph, (c) A job or employment. 
Ex. Mr. A has a good position as manager of the business. 
positiTe (poz-it-iv) ^j. Certain, sure. Ex. The postman was 
positive that he had seen our dog a long way from home. 
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possess (po-Z 0 M) V. To have as one's own. Ese. We possess a 
dog. He is a much-loved possession. 
possible €idj. A thing is possible when it can exist, or happen 
or be done. Ex. The prisoner saw only one possible way of 
escaping. It was the only possibility. He had found every 
other method impossible. 

post (poast) (1) n. (a) A long piece of wood or metal fixed Into 
the ground, such as a lamp-post or telegraph post, (b) The 
carrying and delivering of letters. The Post Office does this, 
and employs postmen, (e) Same as position in the sense of 
job or employment. (2) v. To send by post; to put a letter 
in a post office box. You must put a postage stamp on the 
letter. You can send money by a Postal Order, 
post is used as a prefix meaning after, or behind or later than, 
postpone (poast-pone) v. To put off till another (later) time. 

Ex. The Christmas party has been postponed. 
postscript n. A few lines written at the end of a letter, after 
it has been signed. 

post-war adj. Having happened after a war. Ex. The post-u>ar 
plans for employment of discharged {see discharge) soldiers 
were very good. 

potent (po-tent) adj. Powerful. Ex. A ruler can be polenta or a 
medicine can potent. A very powerful ruler or king is a 
potentate. A person who is powerless is impotent (im-po-tent). 
Ex. The chief of the tribe was impotent to stop the riot, 
potion (po-shon) n. A drink, usually either medicine or poison, 
pottery n. Dishes or ornaments made of clay that has been 
baked in an oven till hard. 

pouch (powch) n. A pocket or small bag, such as a tobacco pouch. 

The kangaroo has a pouch in which it carries its young, 
poultice (pobs-tis) n. A healing paste, usually apdlied hot, to 
cure a sore part of the body. 

poultry j^ofe-tre) n. Birds, such as hens, turkeys and geese, kept 
to produce eggs, or to be eaten. 

pounce (pownce) v. To jump on or seize. Ex. Our dog jpouticed 
on a rat which he found in a field, 
pound (1) n. Twenty shillings make one pound in money. Six¬ 
teen ounces make one pound in weight. (2) v. To break up 
into powder. Ex. African natives pound grain into flour, 
poverty (poo-er-te) n. The state of being very poor. Ex. The 
prisoner stated that his family suffered great poverty, 
power n. The ability to do things oneself or make other people 
do them. Strength. Ex. We speak of the power of a states¬ 
man, or of the police, or of a machine. One who has great 
power or strength is powerful. One who is weak is powerless, 
practicable adj. A thing that can be done, or that it would be 
sensible to do, is said to be practicable. Ex. The sea was so 
rough that it was not practicable to take the small boat out. 
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practical adj» Sensible. Able to do useful things. Ex. Mary is 
very practical. She can sew and cook and mend a puncture 
in her bicycle tyre. 

practice (praft-tis) n. (a) Regular habit or way of doing things. 
Ex. It is Uncle John's practice to have a little walk every 
morning, (b) The work that a doctor does for his patients 
is called his practice. 

practise (prak-tis) v. To do a thing regularly so as to do it better. 

Ex. Susan practises on the piano every day. 
prairie >{prare-e) n. A great expanse (see expand) of flat land 
covered with grass or crops of wheat, as in America and Canada, 
praise (praze) v. n, (a) To speak well of. Ex. John was 
praised (or had praise) for his good home-work, (b) To give 
honour and glory to, as to praise God. 
pram n. See perambulator. 

pray v. To ask God for something, or to thank Him. The words 
we then "use are a prayer. 
pre is a prefix meaning before {see prefix). 

preach (preech) v. To give a sermon {see sermon) in church. 

The one who does this is a preacher. 
precaution (pre-icato-shon) n. Arrangement to prevent {see pre¬ 
vent) trouble or danger. Ex. The hole in the road was roped 
off as a precaution against accidents, 
precede (pre-seed) v. To go before. Ex. When entering a room, 
the gentleman should always allow the lady to precede him. 
precious {presh-\is) adj. Valuable. Worth a great deal. Much 
loved. Ex. Jewels are precious stones. To a mother, all her 
children are very precious. 

precipice (press-ip-is) n. A steep cliff (see steep and cliff), 
precise (f>re-stce) adj. Exact (see exact). Ex. We get the precise 
time from the radio. 

precocious (pre-A^o-shus) adj. A child is said to be frecocious 
when he knows too much, and seems to be too old, for his age. 
predecessor (pree-de-sess-or) n. One who has gone before. Ex. 

Our new headmaster is not as tall as his predecessor. 
predict {pre-diki) v. To tell beforehand what will happen. Ex 
Father predicted that we would have a thunderstorm, and we 
did. It was a true prediction. 

prefabricate (pree-/ab-rik-ate) v. To make the parts of a thing 
(especially of a house or a car) beforehand so that they can 
very quickly be put together. Ex. Prefabricated houses were 
invented so as to get homes as quickly as possible, 
preface (pre/-ace) n. A statement at the beginning of a book, 
usually written by the author. Sometimes it explains what 
he will be writing about, sometimes it gives thanks to people 
who have helped him. 

prefect (pree-fekt) n. An older boy or girl in a school, appointed 
to help, and also to keep the younger ones in order. 
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prefer (pre-/er) v. To like one thing better than another. Ex, 
John prefers soccer to rugger. He has a preference for it. 
prefix (pree-flks) n. A syllable placed at the beginning of 
a word to change its meaning. Ex. Disappear, iflegal, 
nntrue. 

prehistoric adj. Belonging to the time before history began to 
be written. Ex. Many bones of prehistoric animals have been 
found in England. 

prematurely (prcm-a-tewr-le) adv. Too early or too soon. Ex. 

My uncle is prematurely bald, 
premier (prew-e-er) n. The Prime Minister, 
prepare v. To make ready. Ex. Mother has gone to prepare 
the supper. She is prepared to go to Loudon to-mOrrow if 
necessary. She has made her preparations. 
prescribe v. To order. Usually applied to the medicine or other 
treatment which a doctor orders for his patient. He writes 
a prescription for what is needed. 

present (prez>ent) adj. (a) To be present is to be at a certain 
place. When you are present at school you arq not absent. 
(6) The present time is the time we are in now. If you say 
you will do a thing presently^ you mean you will do it in a 
short time from now. 

present (pre-zeri/) v. To give, usually on some special occasion. 
Ex. The headmaster presented the prizes to the boys in the 
Sixth Form. A present (prez-tnt) is something that is given, 
a gift, such as a birthday present, 
preserve v. (a) To keep safely. Ex. His life was preserved though 
he was in great danger. To preserve fruit is to make it into 
jam or jelly. Then it is called preserves. 
preside (pre-zide) v. To preside at a meeting is to be in charge 
of it—to be “ in the chair.” Ex. The boy who presides at 
the meetings of our School Debating Society is the^presiderU 
of the society. 

press i>. (a) To squeeze. Ex. To press the juice from a lemon. 

(6) 7k> make smooth. Ex. To press a handkerchief with an 
iron. If someone presses your hand, you feel the pressure 
(presh-er). 

presume (pre-zume) v. To suppose. Ex. I presume you saw St. 

Paul’s when you were in London ? 
pretend (pre-fend) v. (a) To play at being something one is not. 
Ex. Tommy pretends he is a bus-driver, {b) To do the same 
sort of thing in earnest, in order to deceive. Ex. The burglar 
pretended he had come to clean the windows. It was a wicked 
pretence (pre-fence) (n.). 

pretext (pre-text) n. An excuse for doing something, 
prevent (pre-oenf) v. To hinder (see hinder) or make impossible. 
Ex. Mother fastens a strap round baby lo.preveid him from 
climbing out of his pram. 
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previous (pre>ve-ou8) adj. Earlier. Ese. Their previotu visit to 
Margate had been pleasant. 

prey (pray) n. An animal that is hunted and kiUed by another. 
A bird of prey is one such as the eagle or vulture which hunts 
other creatures, usually for food. Ex, Zebras are often the 
prey of lions and leopards. 

priceless adj. So valuable that one could name no price for it. 
Beyond all price. Ex. The jewels in the Tower of London 
are priceless. Good health is a prvxless blessing. 

priest (preest) n. A clergyman, especially of the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

prig n. A person who thinks he is better in character or behaviour 
than other people. Such a person is priggish. 

prim adj. Behaving very correctly and properly, but not natur¬ 
ally. Ex. Susan's little friend who came to tea was too prim 
to join in our games. 

prime (1) n. The time of life when health and strength are at 
their best. Ex. Our uncle was killed in an accident in the 


prime of his life (or, we can say, in his 
prime). (2) adj. (a) In good condition. 
Ex. A prime piece of beef. (6) Chief. Ex. 
The Prime Minister. 

primrose n. A pale yellow flower which 
grows in gardens and in country lanes in 
the spring. 

principal (prtn-si-pal) adj. Chief, most impor- 
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tant. Ex. The principal building in our 

little village is the church. The head of a college is usually 


called the principal (n.). 

printing-press n. A machine on which books and magazines 


are printed. 

prison n. A building in which those who break the law are kept 
for a certain time. Ex. A burglar who is caught usually 
sent to prison. He becomes a prisoner. 
private (pry-vate) (1) n. A soldier of the lowest rank. Ex. Uncle 
Tom joined the Army as a private^ but he is now a sergeant. 
(2) adj, (a) Concerning oneself only. Ex. One’s private 
affairs, (b) Secret. Ex. The contents of the letter were 


private. 

privilege (pric-il-cj) n. A special favour or kindness or pleasure. 
Ex. The vicar lets us have the privilege of playing in his 
garden sometimes. 

probable adj. Likely to happen. Ex. It is probable that we 
shall go to the seaside this summer. We shall probably go. 
It is a probability. 

problem n. A question that is difficult to answer or to make 
up one’s mind about. Ex. A problem in arithmetic. It was 
a problem how to feed the children when food was scarce. 
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proceed (pro>se£d) v. To move forward. To go on, continue. 
Ex. Mother proceeded with her shopping, although it had 
begun to rain. 

procession {pto-itsh-on) n. A number of people proceeding to¬ 
gether {see proceed) in an orderly way. Ex. A long procession 
of old soldiers marched to the War Memorial. 

proclaim (pro-Adame) v. To announce {see announce) publicly. 
Ex. A public holiday was proclaimed in honour of the Coro¬ 
nation. 

procure {pto-kewr) v. To get, to obtain. Ex. Father has at last 
procured the kind of wireiess set he wants. 

prodigy (prod-e-je) n. A child is said to be a prodigy when he 
is remarkably clever and intelligent for his age. 

produce (pro-de^e) v. To make, or to grow, or to bring forth 
BO that it can be seen. Ex. Our garden produces many nice 
vegetables. Mary produced a clean handkerchief to wrap 
round the cut finger. What a garden (or a farm) produces 
is called its produce (prod-yewce). Ex. The farmer sells his 
produce at the market. 

profession {pro-fesh-on) n. An occupation {see occupation) which 
requires special training and education for it. Ex. A doctor's 
work (medicine) is a profession, and so is that of a lawyer. 
A professor is a learned {lern-ed) teacher in a university or 
college. 

proficient (pro-^A-ent) adj. Able to do something well and care¬ 
fully. Ex. The office boy seemed stupid at first, but is now 
proficient in his duties. 

profit {prof-it) (1) n. Something (usually money) that has been 
gained. If you buy something for a shilling and sell it for 
one and sixpence, you have made a profit of sixpencet Any¬ 
thing that brings in a profit is profitable. 

profound, {pro-found) adj. Deep, deeply felt, very learned 
(iem-c^). One can feel profound affection or grief, or try 
to read a profound book. 

profuse {pro-fewce) adj. Plentiful. Ex. There was a profuse 
supply of all kinds of food at the Old Folks’ Party. And 
there was a profusion of beautiful flowers. 

programme (pro-gram) n. A list of all the things that are going 
to be done. Ex. Mother says she has a big programme of 
work for to-day. There was a long and interesting programme 
of events on Sports Day. When you go to a theatre or con¬ 
cert you buy a programme which tells you about the play or 
the music which you wiU hear, and the names of the actors 
or musicians. 

progress (pro-gress) (1) n. Going forward, improvement. Ex. 
The building of the house made great progress last week. 
(2) V. {pro-gress). To go forward. Ex. The explorers could 
progress no farther through the jungle. 
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prohibit (pro-Aifr-it) v. To forbid {see forbid), 
prologue (pro-log) n. A speech or recitation {see recite), some- 
iinies given at the start of a play, to explain its purpose, 
prolong (pro-long) v. To make longer. Ex. Father was too busy 
to prolong the conversation. 

promenade {prom-en-ahd) n. A roadway, usually close to the 
sea, where people enjoy walking. 

prominent adj. Easily seen, jutting out {see jut), noticeable, 
distinguished. Ex. The most prominent building in the High 
Street is the new cinema. The Mayor is a prominent citizen, 
promise (prom-is) v. To agree to do a certain thing. Ex. Tommy 
promised to be home by 4 o’clock. He gave me his promise 
(n.) that he would do so. A promising child is one who seems 
likely to do well. In the same way, we can say that fruit 
blossom looks promising. 

promote (]>ro-mole) v. To raise to a higher rank {see rank), or 
position. Ex. A boy or girl could be promoted to prefect at 
school. A corporal in the army could be promoted to ser¬ 
geant. They get promotion. 

prompt {promt) (1) adj. Quick to act. Ex. When 1 asked for his 
help his reply was prompt. (2) v. To persuade someone else 
to act. 

prone adj. (a) Lying flat, face downwards. Ex. The boy scout 
lay pronSf with his ear to the ground, listening. (&) Inclined. 
Ex. Tommy is prone to forget what he is told, 
prong n. The sharp points of a fork or a rake are prongs, 
pronounce (pro-nounce) v. To say clearly. The way you pro¬ 
nounce words is your pronunciation {pro-nun-se-ay-shoa). 
Ex* Baby cannot pronounce words very well yet, but her 
pronunciation is improving. 

prop (1) n. A stick or pole used to hold something up. Ex, 
A clothes prop is a pole which holds the line on which wash¬ 
ing is hung out to dry. (2) v. To hold up, or support, or 
act as a prop. 

propaganda (prop-a-gan-da) n. Something written or spoken 
with the intention of making people believe what you want 
them to believe. Ex. The speeches of Members of Parliament 
before an election are usually full of propaganda. 
propel {pro-pel) v. To make a thing move forward. Ex. My 
invalid uncle can propel his bath-chair 
{see bath-chair) by means of its handles, 
propeller (pro-jici-er) n. The screw or wheel 
tliat turns in the water to make a ship 
move forward. The propeller of an aero¬ 
plane is similar (see similar), 
proper (proj>-er) adj. Correct. Ex, Please 
hold your spoon in the proper way. Hold 
it properly. Propeller 
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property n. (a) Things that belong to you are your property» 
such as your toys or your books. If a man buys some land, 
or a house, that is his property, and he is the proprietor 
(pro-pry-e-tor) of it. 

prophecy {prof e-se) n. A statement of what will happen some 
time in the future. Many prophecies are mentioned in the 
Bible. 

prophesy (prof-e-sy) v. To tell beforehand, to make a prophecy. 
Ex. The prophet Isaiah prophesied many things which after¬ 
wards came true. 

propose V. To offer or suggest. Ex. Mother proposes to take 
me to see Aunt Lucy to-morrow. 

prospect (pros-pekt) n. (a) A view. Ex. The prospect from the 
hilltop was grand. (6) What one expects to happen, or seems 
likely to happen. Ex. What are the prospects of good u'eather 
to-inorrow ? The headmaster says James will have good 
prospects if he l>ecomes an engineer. 

prospectus {pros-pek-tos) n. A printed statement giving details 
about a school or business naming the good points about it. 

prosper (pror-per) v. To get on well and be successful. Ex. After 
about a year it could be seen that the new school was going 
to prosper. A person who prospers and makes money is said 
to be prosperous. We see his prosperity (pros-per-i-te). 

protect V. To guard or keep safe. Ex. The henhouse had to be 
protected from prowling (see prowl) foxes. We wear mackin¬ 
toshes as protection from the rain. 

protest (pro’test) o. To object or complain about something. Ex. 
The village people protested against the removal of the pump 
on the green. They made a protest (pro-test) (n.) abodt it. 

Protestant (pro/-es-tant) n. db adj. A Protestant is a member 
of the Christian Church which (at the time of the Reforma¬ 
tion) broke away from the Homan Catholic Church, and 
protested against its teachings. 

proverb (proo-erb) n. A well-known saying which states a simple 
truth. Ex. It is never too late to mend. 

provide v. To supply or prepare for. Ex. Our hens provide us 
with plenty of eggs. Father says he must save money to 
provide for his old age as well as our education. He must 
make provision (pro-vis/-on) for it. The word provisUtns is 
used for a supply of food. Ex. We took plenty of provisions 
with us on our camping holiday. 

provoke (pro-voke) v. To annoy or excite or make angry. Ex. 
A little boy provoked the dog till it bit him. Mother was 
provoked when she found the milkman had left no milk. She 
said it was most provoking. 

prow n. The foremost part of a ship, which cuts through the 
water. 

prowl V, To creep about looking for prey {see prey). 
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prudent (proo-dent) a 4 j> CareAil and wise. Ex. It is prudent to 
lay in a stock of coal and wood befoie winter comes. It 
shows pntdenee. 

pry o. To be inquisitive about (see inquire) or peep into. Ex, 
It is a bad habit to pry into other people's affairs, 
paalm (sahm) n. A saered song. One of the chapters of the 
Book of Psalms in the Bible. 

public-house n. An inn, or a house where beer, wine and spirits 
are sold and drunk. The man who keeps such a house is a 
publican. 

public school n. A school whlcli prepares bo3r8 or girls to enter 
a University and study for a profession (see profession). 
Eton College is an old and famous public school, 
publication (pub-lik-ay-shon) n. Any book or magazine that has 
been pubUshed (see publish) is a publication, 
publish o. (a) To prepare b^ks, magazines or other printed 
matter, and send them out for sale in shops, (h) To make a 
statement in a newspaper. 

pudding (poodAng) n. A pudding is usually a sweet dish, made 
of flour, eggs, fruit and butter, and eaten as the last part of 
luncheon or dinner. 

puddle (pud-dl) n. A pool (see pool) of muddy water, 
pullet ipooUet) n. A young hen. 
pulpit (pool-pit) n. A raised place (enclosed like 
a large box) in a church, from which the 
sermon (see sermon) is preached, 
pulse n. The beating of the heart which can be 
felt in the wrist. 

pump n. A machine for lifting water to a higher 
lev.^il. Ex. There is a pump in the kitchen 
of the farmhouse. The farmer’s wife has to 
pump (v.) all the water she uses, 
punctual (punk-tew-al) adj. At the right time: 
not late. Ex. We have to be punctual at 
school. We must arrive punctually. We 
learn punctuality (punk-tew-aZ-it-e). 
punctuation (punc-tew-ay-shon) n. The full-stops, commas and 
colons in a sentence. To put these stops in the correct places 
is to punettude (punAi-tew-ate) the sentence, 
puncture (putik-tewi) u. ds n. To pierce a small hole in 
something, for instance in the t3nre of a bicyde. Ex. The 
snake's bite made a small puncture (n.) in the traveller’s 
ankle. 

punish (pun-ish) v. To punish a person is to make him suffer 
in some way because he has done something wrong. To 
give him a punishment. You may punish a child by smack¬ 
ing him [see smack). A thief [see thief) may be punished 
by being sent to prison. 
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punt (1) n. A flat-bottomed boat for uring in shallow (see shallow) 
wa^. (2) V, To kick a ball (in football) before it reaches 
the ground. 

puny (pew-ne) a^. Small and weak. Ex. One of the eight 
chickens was always puny and has now died, 
pupil (pecD-pil) n. A boy or girl being taught by a teacher, 
puppet fi. A small doll, worked by strings from above, used in 
toy tiieatres. 

puppy n. A young dog. 

purchase (pur-chas) (1) v. To buy (see buy). What one pur¬ 
chases is a purcltose (n.). 

pure adj. Clean, fresh, unspoiled, without sin. Ex. We speak of 
pure water, a pure heart The state of being pure is purity 
(peio-ri-te). To make pure is to purify, 
purple adj. db n. A colour product by mixing red and blue. 

Emperors and kings used to wear purple robes in olden times, 
purpose (ptcr-pos) n. The reason, or what is aimed at., Ex. The 
purpose of the ship^s voyage was to find a new way to India. 
To do a thing on purpose or purposely is to do it intentionally 
(see intend) and not by mistake. 

purr V. To utter (see utter) the low murmuring sound (something 
like a snore) that a cat makes when it is comfortable and 
happy. 

pursue (purs-yoo) v. To chase or follow. Ex. We watched the 
farmer pursue his runaway horse. We watched the pursuit 
of the horse. 

puzzle (1) n. That which causes perplexity {see perplexed). 
Problem or toy with this purpose, such as a Jigsaw puzzle. 
(2) V. To make perplexed. 

pygmy (p^-me) or pigmy n. A very small person, a dwa^f. 
pyjamas (pa-joA-mas) n. A loose suit of jacket and trousers worn 
in bed. 

pylon (py-kti) n. A metal tower or pillar 
for supporting wires that carry electric 
current. 

pyramid (pir-a-mid) n, A building on a 
square base (see base), with all its sides 
equal in length, and sloping up to a 
point at the top. Ex. There are famous 
Pyramids in Egypt in which kings were 
buried two or three thousand years ago. 
pyre (pire) n. A heap of wood on which a dead body is burned, 
as often happens in India. Ex. A funeral pyre on the bank 
of the river Ganges is a common sight, 
python (py-thon) n. A very large snake which coils itself round 
its victim and crushes him to death. 
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Q. This letter is always followed by ti, usually making the sound 
of kw. 

quack (kwak) n. db v. The sound made by a duck. 

quadruped (kzcod-roo-ped) n. Every animal with four legs is 
a quadruped. Ex. The elephant is the largest quadruped now 
in existence. 

quaff (kwof) v. To drink in large mouthfuls. Ex. After his race, 
John quaffed a large glass of lemonade. 

quagmire (/nvog-mire) n. A piece of boggy {see bog) ground 
which shakes when walked upon. Ex. The cow had to be 
pulled out of the quagmire with a rope. 

quail (kwale) (1) n. A game bird about the size of a small hen. 
(2) V. To be afraid. Ex. The prisoner quailed at the thought 
of a year in jail. 

quaint adj. Strange-looking, but not unpleasant. Ex. Our 
grandmother wears quaint hats. 

quake v. To shake with fear. Ex. The explorer quaked when he 
saw a lion so near him. 

Quaker n. Member of a religious group of people (called the 
Society of Friends) who have no ministers or priests and who 
lead very simple lives. 

quality (kwol-it-e) n. The quality of a thing is its goodness or 
badness. Ex. This cloth is of very good quality. The qualities 
of people are of many kinds, such as kindness, laziness, 
honesty or courage. 

qualm (kwahm) n. Doubt or fear. Ex. John had qualms about 
passing the bull in the farmyard. 

quantity (Azoon-tit-e) n. The amount, or bulk, or number. Ex. 
AJarge quantity of potatoes went into the sack. 

quarrel (kwor-el) v. db n. To disagree angrily with someone. 
Ex. Two men in the street were quarrelling. It was not a 
very serious quarrel (n.). People who are quarreUume (inclined 
to quarrel) are not much liked. 

quarry (kwor-e) n. A pit from which rock or stone can be dug 
out, for building or making roads. 

quart (kwort) n. A measure of liquid, equal to two pints. Ex. 
Mary fetched a quart of milk from the dairy. 

quarter n. When anything has been divided into four equal 
parts, each of the parts is a quarter. Ex. Mary left a quarter 
of her apple on her plate. 

quaver (kway-ver) (1) n. A musical note. (2) v. To tremble or 
shake. Ex. Lucy sang her song in a quavering voice, because 
she was nervous. 

quay (kee) n. A landing-place, such as a pier, where ships can 
load and unload. 
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queer (kweer) adj. Strange, odd. Ex. We heard a queer story 
about a dog and a monkey. * 

quell (kwel) v. To put a stop to. Ex. The new medicine soon 
quelled the pain. 

quench (kwensh) t>. To put out a fire or flame with water, or 
to put an end to thirst by drinking, 
query (kweer-e) n. A question. Ex. The science master put a 
query to James because he had not been paying attention, 
quest (kwest) n. A search. Ex. Boys like stories about a quest 
for buried treasure. 

questionable (kzoest-yon-a-bl) adj. Doubtful. Ex. It is question¬ 
able whether John will be chosen for the team (see team), 
queue (kew) n. A number of people (or cars) in a line behind 
each other. Ex. There was a long queue for the last bus. 
quicksand (kwik-s&nd) n. Soft wet sand in which a person or 
animal might sink. 

quiet (kwy-et) adj. Without (or with little) noise or movement. 

Ex. Mother had a quiet afternoon. She enjoyed the quietness. 
quill n. A large feather or spike usually from a bird’s wing. Ex. 
People used to sharpen quills and write with them before steel 
pens were invented. 

quilt n. A bedcover made by stitching some soft wool or very 
fine soft feathers between two pieces of material, 
quite (kwite) adv. Completely, altogether. Ex. Baby is quite 
happy with his rattle. I have not quite finished my homework, 
quiver (1) n. The case in which arrows are carried. (2) v. To 
tremble or quaver (see quaver). 

quote V. To repeat something that has already been written or 
spoken by someone else. Ex. Can you quote a line of one of 
Shakespeare’s plays ? Can you make a quotation from any 
of them ? 
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racquet (rack-et) n. A bat with strings, used for playing tennis, 
radar (rajf-dar) n. An electrical machine for guiding 
ships and aeroplanes in darkness or fog. 
radiant (ray-de-ant) adj. Shining. Looking very 
happy. Ex. Mary was radiant when she saw 
her birthday presents. 

radiator (ray-de-ay-tor) n. A machine for heating 
a room. Sometimes it is electrical, sometimes 
it consists of pipes filled with hot water, 
radio (ray-de-o) n. This word is often used to mean 
a wireless set. 

radium (ray-de-um) n. A very rare metal which 
gives out rays (see ray) that help to heal certain 
diseases. 

radius (ray-dc-us) n. The straight line drawn from 
the centre of a circle to its circumference (see 
circumference). 

raft (ralift) n. A number of logs of wood tied together so as to 
float. Ex. Robinson Crusoe used a raft to fetch food from 
the wrecked ship. 

rafter {rahf-tcT) n. A beam (see beam) used as part of the inside 
roof of a house—between the outside roof and the ceiling 
(see ceiling). Ex. A swallow’s nest was found among the 
rafters. 

rage (raje) n. <£ v. Great anger. Ex. To be in a rage. To rage 
about something. To be enraged. 
ragged (rag-ed) adj. Torn or very much worn. Ex. Cinderella 
wears ragged clothes at the beginning of the story. 
raid (rade) n. An unexpected attack. Ex. The small band of 
' soldiers made a raid on the enemy’s petrol stores by night, 
rail (rale) n. A metal or wooden bar used as part of a fence 
dr staircase. Trains run on rails, 
raiment (roy-ment) n. Clothes. This word is used several times 
in the Bible, but is not much used in speaking n ?w. 
rainbow (rain-bo) n. An arch of light in varioiis colours, some¬ 
times seen in the sky when the sun is shining after rain, 
raisin (ray-zin) n. A grape that has been dried in the 
sun, often put in cakes and puddings, 
rajah n. An Indian native prince or ruler. Ex. The 
rajah wore magnificent robes, and rode on a huge 
elephant. 

rake (1) n. (a) A tool with long handle and sharp 
prongs (see prong), used for gathering loose leaves 
or weeds, or making the soil (see soil) of a garden 
smooth, (d) A person of bad habits and bad 
character. (2) ik To pull together as with a rake. 

Ex. Rake the ashes of the fire together before you 
go to bod. 
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rally v. To collect or gather round. Ex. The tired soidien 
rallied round the General (or the General rallied the tired 
troops) and victory was won in the end. An invalid is also 
said to rally when he improves after serious illness. A rally 
(n.) is a large gathering, such as a Boy Scouts* Rally, 
ram n. A male sheep. 

ramble (1) v, (a) To walk for pleasure, to wander. (6) to talk 
in a meaningless way. Ex. Very old people sometimes talk in 
a rambling way. (2) n. Ex. We went for a pleasant ramble 
in the woods. 

rampart n. A wall built round a town or a castle, as a help 
in defending it. 

ranch (ransh) n. A large sheep or cattle farm, especially in 
N. America or Australia. 

random (ran-dom) adj. By chance. Not intentional {see intend). 

Ex. A random remark. A remark made at random (n.). 
range (raynj) n. (a) A line of hills or mountains. (5) A kitchen 
stove for cooking and (usually) providing hot water, 
rank (1) n. (a) A row of things (such as taxi-cabs) or of people, 
especially soldiers, (b) A position of importance. Ex. An 
Earl is a man of high rank, and so is a Duke. (2) v. 

An Admiral ranks higher than a Captain. (8) adj. Having 
a bad sour smell or taste. Ex. The butter smelt rankt and 
mother could use it only for cooking, 
ransack v. To search very thoroughly. Ex. The thieves ran- 
sacked the house and took what they wanted, 
ransom n. A price or reward, usually one that is paid in order 
to set someone free. Ex. The brigands demanded a large 
ransom for the man they had seized, 
rap V. To knock, as on a door or table. 

rapid adj. Very quick. Ex. Skating was stopped by a rapid 
thaw (see thaw), and the ice soon broke up. * 

rapids ti. The part of a river where it flows very fast owing to 
the dovaiward slope of the river-bed (the ground underneath 
the river). 

rapier (ray-pe-er) n, A long and very narrow sword, formerly 
much used in duels (see duel). 

rapture (rqp-tewr) n. Great happiness or enjoyment. Ex, 
Tommy gazed in rapture at his Christmas presents, 
rascal (ros-cal) n. A bad man. Ex. I'he rascal had been twice 
in prison already. 

rash (1) adj. Unwise, too hasty (see haste). 

Ex. It was rash of John to skate on the 
pond when the ice was so thin. (2) n. 

Red spots on the skin caused by an illness 
sucli as chickenpox or measles, 
rat n. An animal like a mouse, but much 
larger. 
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ration (rash-on) n, A fixed allowance of food or other necessities. 
Ex. The ration of water for the shipwrecked men was very 
small. It had to be strictly rationed (v.), 
rational (ros/i-on-al) adj. Sensible. Ex. It is rational to prepare 
for cold weather in January. 

rattlesnake n. A poisonous snake which makes a rattling sound 
with its tail. 

raven (ray-ven) n, A black bird like a very large crow, 
ravenous (rav-en-us) adj. Very hungry. Ex. The dog had been 
shut up in a shed for two days and was ravenous. 
raw adj. Not cooked. Ex. Most people enjoy eating raw apples, 
but could not eat raw potatoes. 

ray n. A line, or beam, of light. Ex. A ray of light from the 
lighthouse shone out across the dark sea. 
rayon (rat/-on) n. A kind of artificial (see artificial) silk much 
used now for making clothes. 

raze v. To destroy (usually a building) completely. Ex. The 
victorious army razed the city walls to the ground, 
razor (ray-xor) n. A kind of very sharp knife used for shaving 
a man's beard or moustache. 

re is a prefix which has the meaning of back or again. Ex. recall, 
to call back ; re-count, to count again ; refresh, to make fresh 
again. 

reach (rectsh) v. (a) To stretch out the hand to get. Ex. Reach 
me tlie book from the table, (b) To arrive at. Ex. We 
reached I/ondon about eleven o’clock. Wlien we say a thing 
is within reach (n.), we mean we can reach it. 
ready (red-e) adj. Prepared or willing. Ex. Dinner is ready. 
Harry is always ready to help. 

realise (re-al-ize) v. To understand the truth of. Ex. Baby 
docs not realise what Christmas means yet. 
realni (relm). A kingdom (see kingdom), 
reap r. To cut the corn and gather in the harvest, 
rear (1) n. The back part. Ex. We were sitting ii^ the rear of 
the train. (2) v. (a) To grow or nourish or bring up. Ex. 
To rear pupi)ies or to rear a family of children, (b) To get 
up on the hind legs as a horse does when frightened, 
reason (ree-zon) n. (a) The power of thinking and understanding. 
To lose one's reason is to become insane (see insane), (b) The 
cause or explanation. Ex. W'e never heard the reason for all 
the noise. A thing that is fair and sensible is said to be 
reasonable. Ex. Mother bought the chair at a reasonable 
price. 

rebel (re-bel) v. To resist orders. A boy might rebel against the 
rules of his school, and a man or a whole group of people might 
rebel against the law of the country. They would then be 
rebels (reb-els) («.). A very large number of rebels might make 
a rebellion. 
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recall (re-eawl) v. (a) To call back. Ex. The headmaster recalled 
one of the boys as he was leaving the room. (6) To call back 
to memory* to remember. Ex. Can you recall the names of 
the last four Kings of England ? 

recede (re-seed) v. To move backwards. Ex. The floods receded 
from the fields when the rain stopped and the sun came out. 
receipt (le-seet) n. (a) The act of receiving. Ex, Immediately 
after receipt of the letter, mother went to London. (6) A 
written statement that money has been received. Ex, Mother 
paid the rent and was given a receipt for it. 
receive (re-seen) v. To get or accept. Ex. Mother hopes to 
receive a letter from her sister soon, 
recent (re-sent) adj. Having happened only a short time ago. 
Ex. Aunt Mary gave us the news of her recerU holiday. She 
had recently bron to Bournemouth, 
receptacle (re-s^-takl) n. A holder or container. Ex. Ueeeptaclea 
for rubbish are found in many streets and parks so that these 
places may be kept tidy. 

reception (re-sep-shon) n. (a) The act of receiving. 'Ex. Aunt 
Mary gave me a very warm reception when I visited her. (6) 
A party at which many guests are received by the host and 
hostess (see host). 

recipe (res-ip-e) n. The rules for preparing some particular food 
or drink. Ex. Mother has a note-book full of food recipes. 
recite (re-sUe) v. To say aloud from memory. Ex, After tea, 
Mary recited a poem to us. We enjoyed her recUaiion 
(res-i-luy-shon). 

reckless adj. Careless, thinking nothing of danger. Ex. Mr. A. 

is a reckless driver and has liad several accidents, 
reckon v. To count up. Ex. The farmer quickly reckoned in his 
mind what price he should ask for the cow. 
recline v. To lie back, as on a chair or sofa, 
recluse (re-kloos) n. A person who lives by himself and avoids 
meetin!^ other people. Ex. Mr. B. is a recluse and never visits 
even his oldest friends. 

recognise (rek-og-nize) v. To know again. Ex. I did not 
recognise. Mrs. Smith in her new hat. 
recoil V, To draw back quickly. Ex. The man recoiled when he 
nearly stepped on a poisonous snake, 
recollect (rek-ol-ekt) v. To remember. Ex. Father cannot 
recollect where he left his penknife. What one recollects is 
a recollection. Ex. We have happy recollections of our seaside 
holiday. 

recommend (rek-om-end) v. To praise, to speak favourably (see 
favour) of. Ex. Can you recommend a good book for me to re^ ? 
recompense (rek-om-pence) v. To reward or pay back. Ex. 
Father recompensed the man for his trouble in fetching back 
our lost dog. 
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reconcile {rek-on-siU) v. To make ftriends again after a quarrel. 
Ex. John was glad to be reconciled to his cousin Frank after 
their little quarrel. 

record (re-kord) v. To state in writing or in print, or on a gramo¬ 
phone record. Ex. Many schoolboys record numbers of cars 
or trains. They keep a record (rek-ord) (n.) of them. A 
record {adj.) performance is the best of its kind, 
re-cover (re-feuv-er) v. To put a new cover on. Ex. To re-cover 
a cushion. 

recover (re-kuu-er) v. (a) To get back what was lost. Ex. John 
soon recovered his good temper, (fr) To get better after an 
illness or accident. Ex. Baby has recovered from measles. 
We are all delighted about her good recovery. 
recruit {to-kroot) n. A soldier or sailor who has newly joined the 
Army or Navy. 

rectify (rek-ti-fy) v. To make correct. Ex. John had to rectify 
several errors in his essay. 

rector n. A clergyman in charge of a parish. The head of a 
large kchool or a college sometimes has the title of Rector, 
recur {re-kur) v. To happen more than once. Ex. Some kinds 
of illness, such as influenza, are apt to recur. 
redden (red-en) v. (a) To make red. Ex. The sun reddens the 
cherries on the trees. (6) To blush. Ex. Mary reddened when 
the English teacher praised her work, 
red-handed adj. Caught in the very act of doing wrong. Ex. 
A burglar might be caught red-handed while breaking open a 
safe. 

redskin n. A North American Indian. 

reduce {re-deace) v. To make less. Ex. The draper reduced the 
price of the tea-cloth. Mother got it at a reduced price. 
The draper made a reduction (re-duk-shon) in the price, 
reef n.” A line of rocks near the surface of the sea. Ex. There 
is a dangerous reef just outside the harbour, and aU boats 
have to careful when approaching it. ' 

reek v. To smell strongly and unpleasantly. Ex. A factory in 
which linoleum {see linoleum) is made reeks of hot oil. A 
room sometimes reeks of tobacco when people have been 
smoking in it. 

reel n. (a) A sort of wooden tube {see tube) on 
which cotton, thread or string is wound. Ex, 

Mother sent me to buy a reel of black cotton. 

(6) A Scottish dance. 

refer (re-/er) v. (a) To mention. Ex. The preacher 
referred to Jonah in his sermon. (6) To pass 
on, or to turn to, for information. Ex. John 
could not answer my question and referred 
me to father. The preacher made a reference 
to Jonah. 
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referee (ref-tt-u) n. A person who has to decide certain matters. 
The Kferee at a football match sees that the rules are obeyed, 
and settles any point on which there is a difference of opinion, 
refine (re-^ne) v. To make finer or better. Be. The gold dug 
up firom the mine was not pure, and had to be refiiud. A 
refined (adj.) person is one who has good and pleasant manners, 
and is not vulgar (see vulgar). Such a person has refinemeni. 
refiect (Te-fiect) o. (a) To throw back light from a polished surface 
such as a mirror. (6) To think. Ex. Grandmother often 
refieeta on the time when she was young. You can see your 
rejleetions in the mirror, and grandmother enjoys her refiee- 
turns of the past. 

reform (re-form) v. To make better or to become better. Ex. 
There are people who try to reform men who have been in 
prison for committing crimes (see crime), 
refr^n (re-frain) (1) n. A song or chorus. Ex. The refrain he 
sang was from an old Scottish song. (2) u. To stop oneself 
from doing something. Ex. We were all taught^ to refrain 
from talking too much in the presence of visitors, 
refresh (re-fresh) v. To give firesh strength to, and to take away 
the feeling of tiredness. Ex. The travellers felt much refreshed 
after having a bath and hot supper. Food and drink which 
are refreshing are called refreshments. 
refrigerator (re-frij-er-ate-or) n. A machine which keeps food 
very cool and fresh even in hot weather, 
refuge (re/>yewj) n. A place of shelter or safety. Ex. The little 
Arbour was a safe refine in a storm. One who takes refuge 
(usually in another country than his own) is a refugee 
(ref-yew-jee). 

refund (re-fund) v. To pay back money. Ex. When the rain 
prevented the cricket match, the admission money was 
refunded to those who had bought tickets, 
refuse (renews) c. To say ** No ** to what has been asked. Ex. 
The i^rkman was dismissed (see dismiss) for refusiitg to obey 
orders. He lost bis job because of Ins refused. 
refuse (re/-yewce) n. Waste material, rubbish. Ex. A cart calls 
twice a week for the refuse from the dust-bins, 
regain (re-gane) o. To get back. Ex. Mother soon regained her 
health after the holi&y. 

regal (re-gal) adj. Like, or connected with, a king or queen. 

The famous Crown Jewels are called the regalia (re-gaU-ya). 
regard (1) n. Affection or good wishes. Ex. I have a great re¬ 
gard for Helen. One often sends ** kind regards ** in a letter. 
(2) V. To look at or consider. Ex. I regard Helen as my best 
friend. 

regent (ree-gent) n. A person who is appointed to act in the place 
of a Mng while he is ill, or too young to rule, or absent in 
another country. 
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regldde (r^-i-nde) n. One who kills a king. Ex, When Charles I 
was executed, Cromwell, whose armies had defeated those of 
the king, was called the Regicide. 

regiment (r<^‘*i-ment) n. A group of soldiers commanded by a 
colonel. Ex. The Black Watch is a famous Highland regiment. 
region (re-jon) n. A part of the world or of a country. A 
district. Ex, The far north of Canada is a cold and desolate 
(see desolate) region. 

regret (re-gret) n. Sorrow. Ex. There was great regret in the 
village at the doctor^s death. Everyone regretted liis death, 
regular (rrg-yoo-lar) adj. Happening at the arranged or expected 
time. Ex. There is a regular train service to Margate. The 
trains run regularly —with great regularity (reg-yoo*Zar-ity). 
regulate (reg<yoo-late) v. To make regular or keep in good order. 

Ex. The clock in the church tower is regulated every month, 
regulation (reg-yoo-/av-shon) n. A rule that must be obeyed. 
It is a regulation on the railways that every passenger must 
have ^ ticket. 

reign (rane) v. To nile as king (or queen). Ex. Queen Victoria 
reigned for sixty-four years. She had a 
reign (n.) of sixty-four years, 
rein (rane) n. One of the straps used in 
guiding a horse. 

reindeer (rane-deer) n. A hardy {see hardy) 
kind of deer found in northern lands 
such as Norway and Russia, 
reject (re-jekt) v. To throw out or refuse 
to have. Ex. Mother rejected a bowl in 
the china shop, because it was cracked. Reindeer 

rejoice v. To be happy and glad. Ex. 

The people rejoiced when the Prince returned home. There 
was great rejoicing. 

relapse (re-laps) n. Slipping back into a bad state. Ex. When 
Tommy was recovering from measles he had a relapse and 
was ill again. 

relate v. To tell, as to relate a story. 

relation (re-/ay-shoo) n. One who is connected with the family, 
such as cousin, uncle or grandfather. Relatiuns are al^ 
called relatives (^e^a-tivs). 

relax (re-laks) v. To loosen (see loose). To take things easily. 
Ex. You may relax your grip on a rope. After the examination 
we were told we could relax and have a rest, 
release (re-leece) v. To set free. Ex. The prisoner was released 
after a month. He was thankful for his release (n.). 
relent (re-/enO v. To change one’s mind and be less severe 
(see severe). Ex. At (irst the farmer would not let us walk 
through his fields, but he relented when we promised to do no 
damage. 




REL 


283 


REN 


reliable (re-Zy-abl) adj. See rely. 

relief (re-lee/) n. Help or freedom from suffering. Ex. It was 
a relief to know that Tommy was recovering from his illness. 
Mother got relief from toothaclie when the dentist extracted 
{see extract) her tooth. He relieved her toothache, 
religion (re-itj-on) n. A way of worshipping (see worship). 
Faith in God. Ex. The religion in England is mainly latest- 
ant. In France and Italy it is mainly Roman Catholic, 
relish (reMsh) v. To enjoy, usually food. 

reluctant (re-2uA;-tant) cidj. Unwilling. Ex. Harry is always 
reluctant to go to bed, especially if he is reading a nice book, 
he shows reluctance^ and goes to bed reluctantly. 
rely (te-ly) v. To count on, or depend on. Ex, We always rely 
on mother to help us with our lessons. Father says John is 
a reliable (re-/y-abl) boy who can always be trusted. To be 
self-reliant (re-/y-ant) is to be independent and not look for 
help from other people. 

remain v. To stay or continue. Ex. The weather remains very 
cold. What is left over is the remainder. Ex. After making 
the dress, mother made the remainder of the silk into a little 
bag. After dinner, the remains w'ere collected for the hens, 
remark v. To say or to notice. Ex. The grocer remarked that 
it was a fine day. He made that remark (n.). A thing that 
is very noticeable or unusual is remarkable. 
remedy (rem-e-de) n. A cure. Ex. The doctor gave me a remedy 
for my cough. 

remember v. To keep in mind; not to forget. Ex. Remember 
to post this letter. A thing which helps one not to forget 
is a remembrance. Ex. Susan is keeping a pretty shell as a 
remembrance of her holiday at the seaside, 
remind (re-mined) v. To remind a person of something is to 
make him remember it. Ex. Please remind me to order some 
bread ^rom the baker. Give me a reminder about it, or I 
shall forget. 

remote (re-mote) adj. Far away, or in a lonely position. Ex. 
Uncle John lives in a remote village in the Highlands of 
Scotland. 

remove (re-moove) v. To take away or to move away. Ex. A 
boy ^ould remove his cap before entering a room. We used 
to live in London but have removed to Manchester. Mother 
found the removed (re-moov-al) very tiring, 
rend v. To tear. The past tense of rend is rent. 
renew (re-new) v. To make new again, or to get something new 
instead. Ex. This carpet is much worn and will have to be 
renewed soon. 

renown n. Fame, glory, great praise. Ex. Captain Cook, who 
made important voyages (see voyage) in the South Seas, was 
a sailor of great renown. 
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rent n. (a) The payment that is made at regular times (each 
week or each year) for the use of something such as a house, 
or land or wireless set. (6) A tear {see rend). Ex. Mary's 
coat has a large rent where it caught on a nail, 
repair v. To mend {see mend). 

repeat v. To say or do again. Ex. Tommy repealed the poem- 
very nicely. Repeale^Uy (re-peet-ed-le) means often. Ex. I 
have told you repeatedly not to stay out in the rain, 
repel (re-pel) v. To push or drive pack. Ex. The American 
army repelled the enemy's forces {see force), 
repent v. To be sorry for wrong that one has done. To be 
repentant. Ex. When father saw that Tommy was repentant 
for breaking the window, he did not punish him. Tommy 
showed real repentance. 

repetition {rep-e-tish-on) n. A repeating {see repeat). Ex. The 
headmaster said there must be no repetition of the great noise 
in the playground. 

replace n: (a) To put back. Ex. You can take the book down 
from the shelf, but you must replace it. {b) To get something 
instead. Ex. If you break this cup I shall have to replace 
it, so be careful. 

reply {re-ply) v. Answer, either in speech or writing. You can 
make a reply (n.). 

report v. To describe or make known what has happened. 
You can make a report (n.) of it. Ex. The local paper printed 
a report of the flower-show. This was written by a reporter. 
repose n. v. Rest. Ex. You can enjoy repose (n.) after 
bard work, or you can repose (n.) on a sofa when you are 
tired. 

represent {rep-xe-zeni) v. To acMb or appear either on the stage, 
or‘ instead of someone else in real life. Ex. John represented 
Old Mother Hubbard. At the Cathedral service, the Admiral 
represented Her Majesty the Queen. In our charades {see 
charade), the sofa represented the deck of a ship. A repre- 
sentative {rep-xe-zen-ta-tiv) is one specially chosen to act for 
someone else. Ex. Anyone who could not attend the annual 
meeting of the dub wrr asked to send a representative, 
repress (re-press) v. To keep back or hold down. Ex, Mary 
could not repress her laughter when she saw baby playing 
with the coal. 

reproach (re-prodSA) v. To blame. Ex. Mother reproached 
Nancy for not holding baby's hand at the crossing, 
reproduce {re-pxo-dewce) r. To copy. Ex. Famous pictures are 
often reproduced in the newspapers. The reproductions are 
often very beautiful. 

reprove (re-proou) v. To blame or scold. Ex. The teacher 
reptxn^ Harry for msddng blots in his book. Harry deserved 
the reprooft for he had bera cardess. 
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reptile n. A class of animals which crawl without legs, 
like snakes, or on very short legs, like crocodiles and 
lizards. 

republic (re-pwd-Iik) n. A country which is ruled not by an 
Emperor or a King, but by a man chosen by the people. 
France is a republic and so is North America. 

repulsive (re-pui-siv) adj. Ugly, -disgusting. Eat, Some people 
think frogs and toads are reptdsive to look at. 

reputation (rep-yoo-tay-shon) n. The character a person is 
believed to have. Eat. Our new headmaster has the repukUion 
of being a very kindly man. 

request (le-kwest) v. To ask for. Ex, When the first song was 
over, the audience regitested another. The singer granted the 
request (n.). 

require (n-kwire) v. To need. Ex, John requires a new bell for 
his bicycle. 

rescue (res-kew) o. To save. Ex. All the people in the burning 
house were rescued in time. The rescuers worked Very hard 
to save them. 

resemble (re-zem-bl) v. To look like. Ex. The twins do not 
resemble each other very nuch. The resemblance between 
them is net great. 

resent (re-zenf) v. To object to, or be offended by. Ex. The 
workmen resented being asked to work on Saturday. They 
expressed resentment. 

reserve {re-zero) (1) n. Reserve is the opposite of talkativeness 
{see talkative). A reserved person does not talk a great deal, 
sometimes because he is shy. (2) v. To put aside, or keep 
back, for a special purpose. Ex. The best blossoms were 
reserved for the flower show. , 

reservoir (rez-erv-war) n. A large lake which stores water to 
be used in cities. Ex. Loch Katrine is a reservoir for the 
great dty of Glasgow. 

reside {te-zide) v. To live in a place. Ex. Our doctor has gone 
to reside in York. His residence (rrz-i-dens) is quite near 
York Minster, 

resign (re>ztfie) v. To give up one’s position or work. Ex, The 
headmaster has resigned because of ill-health. He handed in 
his resignation (rez>ig-na]/-shon) a week ago. To be resigned 
{adj.) is to bear something without complaining. Ex. Tommy 
seems quite resigned to having his tonsils taken out {see 
tonsil). 

resist (re-zis() v. To oppose or be against, or to use force against. 
Ex. The prisoner tried to resist the police, but they were too 
strong for him. 

resolute (res-ol-yoot) adj. Determined, Arm, bold. Ex. Explorers 
in foreign lands have to be resolute in facing dangers. They 
have to show resolution^ determination to succeed. 
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resolve {re-zolv) v. To make up one's mind. Ex. James resolved 
to work very hard and try to win the prize. Wc all made . 
good resolves (n.) at the beginning of the New Year, 
resort (re-zort) n. A place to which people go for holidays or 
for reasons of health. Ex. Brighton is a famous resort on the 
south coast of England. 

resourceful (re-zors-fool) adj. Clever at thinking of ways of 
doing things. Ex. Robinson Crusoe was very resourcefult and 
could make good use of everything he found on the island, 
respect (To-spekl) v. To look up to. To do honour to. To think 
well of. Ex. We all respect our headmaster. We are respectful 
to him. 

respectable adj. Worthy of being respected. Decent. Having 
good qualities. Ex. He looked a respectable old man, though 
so poor. 

respond (respond) v. To answer. Ex. He responded quickly to 
my question. His response (n.) was Yes." 
responsil^e (re-spon-si-bl) adj. In charge of, or to blame for. 
Ex. John is responsible for feeding his rabbits every morning. 
James was responsible for breaking the kitchen window, 
restaurant (res-tawr-awng) n. -A place in wliich meals are pro¬ 
vided for customers who pay for them, 
restive (rest-iv) adj. Nervous, uneasy. Ex. The milkman's horse 
was restive and had to be patted and spoken to by the driver, 
restless adj. Unable to keep still. Ex. Tommy was very restless 
the first time he was taken to church, 
restore (restore) v. To give back. To make like new again. 
Ex. Aunt Mary has restored the umbrella she borrowed from 
Mother, The famous old picture was cleaned and restored. 
The Restoration in English history (1660) was the time when 
a King (Charles II) was brought back to the throne after 
Oliver Cromwell had ruled the country for several years, 
restrain (re-s<ratn) v. To hold back, to repress (see repress). Bx. 

1 had to restrain Tommy from throwing stones near the 
windows. 

result (result) n. The end or consequence (see consequence). 
Ex. The result of the match was a draw (see draw). Tommy 
was sick as a result of eating too many sweets, 
resurrect (rez-er-rekt) v. To bring to life again. At Easter we 
celebrate the Resurrection (rez-ur-reAs-shon) of Jesus Christ, 
retain v. To keep. Ex. I was not allowed to regain the book I 
borrowed from Agnes. 

retinue (ref-in-yoo) n. The attendants of an important person. 

Ex, The Queen's retinue consisted of Life Guards on horseback, 
retire (re-rire) o. To go back, as soldiers do after an unsuccessful 
fight. To stop working when one reaches a certain age. 
Bx. Our vicar has just retired at the age of eighty. He is 
now living in retirement. 
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retort (re-tort) (1) «. A quick and perhaps rude reply. (2) i>. To 
reply in this way. Ex. The workman retorted angrily when 
spoken to by his foreman. 

retreat (re-frert) o. To go back (see retire). Ex. The little army 
retreated during the night. Their retreat (n.) was carried out 
without making any noise. 

retrieve {re-treev) n. To save after apparent {see apparent) loss. 
Ex. Some of the furniture was retriei'ed from the house after 
the flood. 

retriever (re-<re«-ver) n. A dog trained to fetch birds and rabbits 
that have been shot. 

reveal (re-veeZ) n. To show or make known. Ex. The searchlight 
revealed the missing boat. The letter revealed the secret of 
the missing jewels. 

reveille (re-ooZ-e) n. The army’s bugle-call to waken soldiers, 
revel (rco-el) v. To enjoy very much. Ex. The boys revelled in 
their freedom when holidays began. Revelry is a rather old- 
fashioned word for what we now call parties, 
revenge (re-uenj) v. To do injury to someone who has injured 
you. This is called taking your* revenge (n.). The Bible 
teaches us that we ought to forgive, and not take revenge, 
revenue (r«u-en-yoo) n. The income (see income) of a country. 

It is obtained from taxes on many articles such ac tobacco, 
revere {re-veer) v. To look up to, with respect. Ex. The 
old vicar was loved and revered by the people of his 
parish, 

reverent (reo-er-ent) adj. Respectful in a religious sense. Ex. 
In a church one ought to behave in a reverent manner—to show 
reverence. Reverend is a title given to clergymen. Ex. The 
Reverend John Smith is the vicar of this parish. ^ 

reverse (re-verce) (1) n. The opposite. Ex. We expected the 
evening to be dull, but it turned out quite the reverse and we 
^enjoyecf it. The two sides of a coin or medal are called the 
obverse and the reverse. A misfortune or set-back or defeat in 
battle is called a reverse. (2) v. To turn a thing the other 
way round is to reverse it. Ex. You can reverse this table- 
cover and it will look very nice. It is reversible. 
revile (re-vtZe) n. To say evil things about someone. Ex. The 
prisoners reviled the soldiers who had captured them, 
revise (re-vise) v. To read over, to correct and improve. Ex. 
Ma^ is revising her essay before handing it in. It needed 
revision (re-insj-on). 

revive v. To come back, or to bring back, to life and strength. 

Ex. The plant soon revived after I gave it water, 
revolt (re-voZt) n. To rebel (see rebel). A revolt (n.) is a kind of 
rebellion. 

revolting (re-voZe-ting) a^. Disgusting. Ex. Cruelty to animals 
is always revoUing. 
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revolution (reo-ol-j^oo-shon) n. (a) A large revolt, usually against 
the government. E». The great French Reoolution happened 
in 1789. (h) The turning round of any circular thing, such 
as a wheel. John is counting how many revohUums his 
bicycle-whed makes in ten yards, 
revolve (re-volv) v. To turn round, to make a revolution as a 
wheel does. Ex. The moon revolves round the earth, and the 
earth revolves round the sun. 

revolver (re-ool-ver) ti. A kind of pistol {see pistol) which can 
Are several shots without reloading, 
reward (re-toard) n. A present given to express praise or thanks 
for some good or clever action. Ex. The boy who found the 
lady’s purse was given a reward for returning it to her. She 
rewarded (o.) him. 

rheumatism (room-a*tism) n. A disease which causes pain and 
swelling in the joints of the body. 

Old ^ people often have rheumatic 
(roO’WMk) pains. 

rhinoceros (ry-nos-er-us) n. A very large 
thick-skinned animal with horns grow¬ 
ing from its nose, found in India and 
Africa. 

rhyme (rime) n. When two words have a Rhinoceros 

similar {see similar) sound, such as 

boat and goat, or sleep and weep, they are said to be rhymes 
or to rhyme {v.) with each other. 

rib n. One of the bones in the sides of animals and human 
beings. The ribs make a kind of cage, enclosing the heart 
and lungs. 

rich (.ritsh) adj. Having a large supply of something, especially 
money. Having riches (n.). 

rid adj. To get rid of something is to get free from something, 
or to send something away. Ex. To get rid of a cold; to 
get rtd of moths {see moth) by using camphor, 
riddle n. A question with a hidden meaning or trick in it, such 
as: When is a door not a door ? When it is ajar {see ajar), 
ridge (rij) n. (a) A long narrow line of hills. (6) A raised edge such 
as one sees between furrows {see furrow) in a ploughed field, 
ridicule (n*d-ik-yewl) v. To make fun of, to mock at. Ex. 
Father ridiculed the idea of going to bed because he had a 
cold. He said it would be ridiculous (rid-tk-yew-lus). 
rifle (ry-fl) n. A gun about three feet long, used by soldiers in 
battle. 

rigid {rij‘id) adj. Stiff, firm, not easily bent or moved. Ex. Rigid 
bars are fixed on prison windows, 
rim n. The edge, as of a bowl or cup. 

rinse o. To dip a thing in fresh water after washing it, to take 
the soap out. Ex. Mother rinses woollen socks in warm water. 
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riot (ry-ot) n. A noisy quarrel or disturbance caused by three 
or more people* usually in the streets, 
ripe adj. Fully grown or developed. Ex. We eat fruit when it 
is ripe —when it is ripened (ry-pend)—by the sun. 
risk (1) n. Danger. Chance of loss. Ex. There might be a 
risk of getting hurt, or a risk of losing one's money. (8) e. 
We might risk getting hurt, by doing a rts^ thing such as 
climbing on a broken-down wall. 

rival (ry-val) ti. Two people who want the same thing when only 
one of them can have it are rivals. Such people might be 
rivals in a game, or rivals for a school prize. There would 
then be rivalry (ry-val-re) between them, 
robe n. A long loose garment or dress. Ex. The Lord Mayor 
of London wears a magnificent robe and golden chain, on 
public occasions {see occasion). 

robust (ro-huri) adj. Healthy and vigorous. Ex. Mary may look 
pale, but she is really very robust. 
rodent (ro-dent) ti. Animals with very sharp teeth, such as mice, 
rats, squirrels and beavers. 

roe (ro) n. (a) The eggs of certain kinds of fishes, {b) A ki nd of deer, 
rogue (rohg) n. A cUshonest person who lives by cheating others. 

But roguish (ro-gish) means full of fun. 

Roman ti. or adj. A native of Rome, or connected with Rome, 
romance {ro-mance) n. A story, usually having a love interest. 
Ex. Sir Walter Scott wrote romances about the Scottish 
Highlands. They are romantic stories, 
romp V. To play happily, but perhaps in a rather rough way. 

Ex. The children enjoy romping in the garden, 
roof n. The top covering of a house. The top part of the inside 
of the mouth. . 

rook n. A large black bird of the crow family. Large numbers 
of rooks make their nests near each other, and form a colony 
{see coldny) called a rookery. 

roost V. To rest or sleep as birds do on a perch. Cocks are 
sometimes called roosters. 

rosary (ro-za-re) n. (a) A string of beads, used by Roman 
Catholics in counting their prayers—a bead for each prayer, 
(b) The prayers themselves. 

rosette (ro-zef) n. An ornament in the shape of a rose, made of 
ribbon. 

rotate (ro-fate) c. To turn round. To revolve round an axis 
{see axis) as the earth does. To do a thing in rotation (ro- 
loy'Shon) is to do it in turn. Ex. We all had to answer the 
questions in rotation. 

rouse (rowze) v. To wake from sleep, or to exrite. Ex. Do not 
make a noise or you will rouse baby, 
route (root) n. The way to somewhere. Ex. The route from 
Birmingham to London is through Oxford and Windsor. 
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royal (roy-al) adj. Connected with a King, Queen or Emperor. 
Ex. A royal palace, a royal wedding. Any member of a royal 
family can be called royalty, 

rubbish (rub-bish) n. Anything that is of no use or value. Ex, 
We burn all our rubbish in the kitchen 
grate {see grate). 

ruby (roO'be) n. A precious stone of a deep 
red colour. 

rudder (rud-er) n. The part of a ship or 
aeroplane by which it is steered {see 
steer). 

ruffian {Tuf-t-aii) n. A rough cruel man, 
who might commit any crime, 
rugby n, A kind of football game, often 
called rugger, 

rugged {rug-ed) adj. Rough, uneven. We 
speak of a rugged coast-line {see coast) 
or rugged hills. 

ruin (roo-in) (1) n. To spoil or destroy. Ex. Nancy's dress was 
ruirud by the ink she spilled on it. Uncle Jack's health was 
ruined by the bad climate he had to live in. (2) n. Some¬ 
thing, usually a building, that has been ruined by war, fire, 
or storms. Ex, We saw the ruins of an old castle. The cost 
of a thing is said to be ruinous when it is very great—much 
more than the buyer can afford {see buy), 
rumour (roo-mer) n. A story, or piece of news, told by one 
person to another, which may be true and may not. Gossip 
{see gossip). Ex. There is a rumour that we are to have a 
holiday on the headmaster's birthday, 
rung n. A step of a ladder {see ladder). 

runway (run-way) n. The straight smooth path made for aero¬ 
planes to land on or start from, 
rupee {roo-pee) n. An Indian coin worth about a shilling, 
rural (roo-ral) adj. Connected with the country. Ex. A rural 
life, a rural landscape {see landscape), 
russet adj. Reddish brown. 

rust n. Tlie reddish bi-uwn coating which forms on iron and steel 
when they have been exposed {see expose) to air and moisture 
{see moist). Ex. There is rust on this knife. It is rusty. 
rustic n. d> adj. Living in or belonging to the country. Rural 
{see rural). Ex. We passed some rustic cottages which looked 
very pretty. 

ruthless (rool/t-less) adj. Without pity, cruel. Ex. The Roman 
Emperor Nero was a ruthless man. 
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Sabbath («a&-ath) n. The day of the week set aside for rest and 
worship. It is now usually called Sunday, 
sabotage (sa6*o-tahj) n. Damage deliberately {see 
deliberately) done to machinery, shops, railway¬ 
lines or other property, during -war-time, 
sabre (say-ber) n. A sword used by cavalry {see. 
cavalry). 

saccharin (sak-a-rin) n, A sweet substance {see sub¬ 
stance) sometimes used instead of sugar for sweeten¬ 
ing tea and stewed fruit. 

sacrament (sak-ra-ment) n. A ceremony which is per¬ 
formed in, or by, the Christian Church. Baptism is 
one of the sacraments {see baptise), 
sacred (sa^-kred) Holy. Connected with worship of 
God. Ex. Hymns and anthems are sacred music, 
sacrifice (so/p-ri-flce) (1) o. To give up, especially to (iod. Many 
sacrifices (n.) to God are described in the Bible. We can 
make sacrihees for each other also. Ex. Father sacrificed his 
holiday to stay home with mother while she was ill. 
saddle (1) n. A seat on a ho sc's back or on a cycle or similar 
machine for the rider to sii on. (2) v. To put a saddle on. 
safe adj. Free from danger or damage. Ex. When the explosion 
{see explode) occurred, we were glad to hear that the miners 
were all safe. They got safely out of the mine, and came up 
into safety. 

safe n. A strong metal box in which valuable things are kept, 
sagacious (sa-gay-shus) adj. Wise, sensible. Ex. We say a dog 
is sagacious when it understands what is said. , 

sago (soy-go) n. A starchy {see starch) food, used for making 
milk puddings. 

saint n. *A holy person. Saint Francis of Assisi was a famous 
saint in Italy who could charm wild birds and animals. 
We sometimes say that a very good man or woman has a 
saintly character. 

salad (sol-ad) n. A dish, usually of uncooked lettuce, tomatoes, 
and other raw vegetables. Sweet salads can be made of fruits, 
salary (so/-a-re) n. The money paid regularly (usually each 
month) for work done. The work is often clerical {see clerk), 
and not manual {see manual), 
sallow (sol-lo) adj. Pale-faced, sickly-looking. 
salmon (som-on) n. A large fish with pink flesh, 
saloon (sal-oon) n. A large room in an hotel or on a ship. The 
large car in which meals are served on a train, 
salute {ssL-loot) v. To greet. Ex, A gentleman seUutes a lady by 
raising his hat. That is a salutation (sal-ew-toy-shon) (n.). 
A soldier must give his oflicers a salute (n.). 
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salvage (saZtvij) n. What has been saved, especially firom a fire 
or a shipwreck. Ex, There was very little taioagt after the 
fire in the hotel, as most of the furniture had been bunted, 
sample (sahm>pl) (1) n. A smdl part of something which shows 
what the whole is like. Ex, Mother has sent! or samples of 
wall-paper for the kitchen. (2) v. To test (see test) a part 
of something. JEs. Mother allowed us to sample the Christmas 
pudding white she was making it. 
sanatorium (tan-a-tor-i-um) n. A building in which invalids 
are taken care of (see invalid). 

sanctuary (sonk-tew-a-re) n. A sacred place such as a church, 
or a place of safety. There are several bird sanctuaries, 
where wild birds are protected and can bring 
up their young in safety (see safe), 
sandal (tan-^) n. A sort of light ^oe which 
has no upper part, only a sole fastened to 
the foot by straps. 

sandwich (so^wit^) n. Two slices of bread 
with a filling such as egg, ham, meat or fish 
paste between them, 
sane adj. Healthy in mind, sensible. The opposite of sane is 
mad or tnsone, and madness is insanity (in-san-e-te). 
sanitary (son-i-ta-re) adj. Healthy, in ^e sense of preventing 
infection or disease. Ex, The water supply and drains (see 
drain) of a town must be kept in a sanitary condition, 
sapphire (sa/-ire) n. A precious stone of deep blue colour, 
sarcasm (sokr-kasm) n. A scornful or jeering remark. Such a 
remark is scffcasHe (sahr-kos-tik): 

sardine (sokr-deen) n. A very small fish, usually packed in oil 
in flat tins, and much liked as food, 
satchel W. A bag usually hung horn the shoulder, such as school¬ 
books are carried in. 

satin n. Silk cloth glossy on one side. *' 

satisfy (sot-is-fy) V. To make pleased or contented. When you 
have what you want, or have enough of something, you are 
satisfied, lliat gives you satisfaction^ or pleasure. Ex, 
father expressed great satisfaction at John’s school report. 
He said it was very satisfcudory. 

Saturday n. The seventh day of the week, 
sauce (sawce) tt. A pleasant-tasting liquid (see liquid) served 
with meat, puddings, or fish. 

saucer (sav-ser) n. The small dish placed below a teacup, 
saunter (saum-ter) n. To walk slowly for pleasure. Ex. After 
lunch we sauntered across the park, 
savage (sov-aj) adj. Wild, fierce, untamed (see tame). Ex. A 
wild bear is very savage when attacked, 
savoury (soy-vor-e) adj. Having a very pleasant taste or smell. 
Ex, Mother is clever at cooking savoury meals. 
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scabbard {skab-btad) n. The case containing a sword, often 
worn by officers. It hangs from a sheath hung round the 
waist (see sheath and waist). 

scaffold n. A platform on which criminals (see crime) are executed 
(see execute). The platforms on which workmen have to stand 
while building a house are called scaffolding. 
scald (skawld) v, (a) To burn with boiling liquid. Ex. Mother^s 
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weather to keep it from turning sour. 



and leave the poor cat to l ook after itself. 



scarcely (sftoircc-le) adv. With difficulty. f)nly just. Ex. 



rubbish away from the streets to keep them tidy. 
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e general api^rance of a landsi»pe 



his education (see educate). 

science (sj^-ence) n. Knowledge of facts about anything 
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scoundrel (Aleoam-drel) n. A bad man or scamp (see scamp), 
.scour (skowr) v. To clean by rubbing. 

scout n. (a) A soldier who is sent out to get necessary information. 

(b) A member of the Boy Scouts Association, 
scowl o. To frown (see frown) or look angrily at. Ex. The old 
woman scowled at Tommy when he bumped into her. 
scramble v. To climb on hands and feet. To scramble eggs is 
to break them and cook them witii milk and butter, 
scrap n. A small piece. Ex. We save all the scraps left over from 
dinner to feed the hens. 

scrape (l) n. A dilliculty or trouble. Ex. Tommy got into a 
scrape when he threw a stone at the window. (2) v. To 
clean a surface with a knife or sharp tool (see tool). Ex. 
The painters had to scrape off the old paint before re>i)aintine 
the door. 

scratch v. To mark the surface of something (such as a table) 
with a sharp point, or with one^s nails, 
scrawl V. To write badly and untidily {see tidy), 
scream (skreem) v. To utter a sharp cry, usually from pain or 
fright. The cry is a scream (n.). 
screech (skreetsh) n. A sharp cry or noise such as that 
made by the owl. 

screw (skroo) n. A kind of nail which, because of the 
way it is shaped or grooved, cannot be pulled out. It 
has to be taken out (or driven in) by the tool called 
a screwdriver. 

scribble v. The same as scrawl (see scrawl). To write 
in haste (see haste). 

scribe n. One who writes. In olden days, when few 

people could write, those who could were called Screw 
scribes. 

Scripture n. The Bible. 

scroll (skrtMe) n. An ancient piece of writing, usually on parch¬ 
ment (see parchment), kept rolled up and not in the shape of 
a book. Ancient libraries consisted of scrolls, not of books, 
scrub V. To clean by rubbing hard with a brush. Ex. To scrub 
the kitchen floor. 

scrutiny ( 5 /»‘oo-tin-e) n. Careful inspection (see inspect) or exami¬ 
nation of anytliing. Ex. The police made a careful scrtUiny 
of every man who arrived by the train. They scrutinised 
every man. 

scull n. A short and light oar (see oar). 

scullery (skul-er-e) n, A small room near the kitchen, in which 
there is a sink for washing up. 

sculptor n. One who carves wood or stone to represent (see 
represent) people, animals, birds or other shapes. His work 
is called se^pture. Ex. There is a beautiful sculpture of Peter 
Pan in Kensington Gardens. 
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scum n. A sort of froth {see froth) which rises to the surface 
{see surface) of liquids. Ex, When mother makes jam» she 
takes off the scum before putting the jam into jars. 

scurry u. To move in a hurry. Ex, The mouse scurried into its 
hole. 

scurvy (s/rtir-ve) n. A skin disease which used to be common 
among sailors on long voyages. It was 
caused mainly by not having fresh vege¬ 
tables or fruit to eat. 

scuttle (1) n. A sort of box in which coal 
is kept in a room. (2) v. To sink a 
ship by making holes in the bottom of it. 

scythe (sithe) (1) n. A tool with a long sharp 
blade (see blade) for cutting grasses and 
corn. (2) 17. To use this tool. Ex. To 
scythe the grass. 

seafarer ^see-fair-er) n. One who travels by 
sea. A sailor. 

sea-level n. The level of the sea when it Scythe 

is between high tide and low tide. Ex. 

The cliffs rose to 1,000 feet above sea-level. 

seal (1) n. An animal which lives mostly in the sea and eats 
fish. (2) V. To close firmly. Ex. To seal a letter. This is 
often done with seeUing-wax. 

seam n. When two pieces of cloth are sewn (see sew) together, 
the line of sewing is a seam. 

seaman n. A sailor. The art of sailing a ship at sea is called 
seamanship. 

seaplane n. An aeroplane with floats instead of wheels to enable 
it to land on, or take off from, the sea or any large stretch of 
water. 

seaport (see-port) n. A town with a harbour (see harbour) for 
ships. 

search (sertsh) v. To look for something. Ex. You can search 
for a lost ball. You can make a search (n.) for it. A search¬ 
light is a lamp which can send out a beam (see beam) of light 
for a very long distance. 

season (see-zon) (1) n. One of the four parts into which the year 
is divided^: spring, summer, autumn, winter. The football 
season or the holiday season is the part of the year which is 
suitable for such things. (2) v. To season food is to add 
something such as salt, pepper or spice to improve its taste. 
These things are seasonings. Weather is said to be seasorutble 
when it is natural at that time of year. 

secluded (se-klood-ed) adj. A house or garden is said to be 
secluded when it stands by itself, usually with a wall round 
it, and is quiet. A person who lives in sedusion (se-Adbo-zhon) 
is one who lives quietly, away from other people. 
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second (seilc-ond) (1) n. A very amall division of time. There 
are sixty seconds in a minute. (2) adj. Next after the first. 
Ex. This is the second day of the holidays. Second-hand means 
not new. A second-hand book is one that has belonged to 
someone else before you bought it. 
secret (s«-kret) adj. Hidden, private, known to very few people. 
Ex. Tommy seems to have a secret hiding-place for his favourite 
{see favourite) toy. He keeps the place a secret (n.). 
secretary (sek-re-ta-re) n. A person employed to attend to the 
private business of someone else, such as writing letters, 
helping to keep records and answering the telephone, 
section (sek-shon) n. A part. Ex. The hen-house was made in 
sections^ which could easily be put together, 
secure (se-kure) adj. Safe. Ex. Baby is 
secure in his pram, with a strap fastened 
round him. To know that you are safe 
gives you a feeling of security, 
sedan-chair (se-don-ckatr) n. A kind of 
covered chair which had poles attached 
to it and was carried by two men. 

Ladies used to travel in sedan-chairs in 
the 18th century. 

sedate {se-date) adj. Quiet, thoughtful, well- 
behaved. Ex. Nancy was always a sedate 
child, not inclined to be noisy, 
seedling n. A very young plant, 
seek V. To look for. Ex. To play hide and seek. 
seize (sees) v. To take possession of, to snatch {^ee snatch). Ex. 
The police seized the car, which they thought had been 
stolen. 

seldom ado. Not oflen. Ex. In desert lands, rain .seldom 
falls. 

select (se-f^O v. To choose {see choose). Ex. Mother has gone 
to select a book from the library. When there are many 
things to choose from, we say there is a large selection (n.). 
selfish adj. Thinking more of oneself than of others. Taking 
what one wants for oneself. 

semi is a prefix meaning half of something. A semi-circle is half 
a circle. A semi-detaclted {de-tatshi) house is a house that is 
built on to another, so that it is detached (separate) on one 
side only. 

senior (see-ni-or) adj. Older, or more advanced in rank {see rank). 
Ex. John is my senior by two years. That means that John 
is two years older than I am. 

sensation (sen-say-shon) n. (a) Feeling. Ex. Nancy had a 
strange sensation when going down in the lift {see lift), (h) 
Excitement. Ex. The news of the Prince's marriage caui^ 
a sensation in the village. 
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sense n. The power of understanding and not being foolish. The 
five senses are: seeing^ hearing, tasting, touching and smelling, 
sensible (sen-si-bl) od/. Having good sense. The opposite of 
foolish. Ex, Mary is a very sensible girl and can be trusted 
to look after baby. 

sensitive (sen-se>tiv) adj. Having feelings that are easily affected 
or easily hurt. Ex. Tommy was sensitive about having to go 
to school with a bandage over his eye. 
sentence (sen-tens) n. (a) A group of words which make com¬ 
plete sense by themselves. Ex. ** John walked home from 
school ** is a sentence, but ** when John was walking home 
is not. (6) The punishment which a judge orders for a 
prisoner is a sentence. Ex, The sentence on the burglar was 
one month's imprisonment. 

sentinel (sen-tin-el) n. One who keeps guard, especially in the 
army. Ex, A sentinel stood at the castle gate all night, 
watching for signs of the enemy. 

sentry (ren-tre) n. The same as sentinel. Ex. The sentries in 
front of Buckingham Palace look very smart, 
separate (sep-ar-ate) (1) adj. Divided, not joined together. Ex. 
The boys' school and the girls* school are quite separate. (2) v. 
To divide, to make separate. Ex. Father separated the two 
dogs which were fighting, 
sepulchre (scp-ul-ker) n. A grave (see grave), 
sequel (see-kwel) n. Anything that follows (especially as a result) 
is a sequel. Ex. The sequel to getting one's feet wet is often 
a cold. When an author has written a very successful story, 
he often writes another about the same characters (see char¬ 
acter), and that is a sequel. 

serial (seer-e-al) adj. A serial story is one that appears in a 
newspaper or magazine in instalments (see instalment), 
serious (seer-i-us) adj. (a) Thoughtful (see thoughtful). Not 
laughing or gay. Ex, Mother looked very seriovs when she 
scolded Pat. (6) Important (see important). Ex. John made 
a serious mistake in the examination paper. A serious illness 
is one that is bad enough to be dangerous, 
sermon n. An address given as part of a church service, usually 
by a clergyman or minister, 
serpent n. A snake (see snake). 

service (ser-vis) n. (a) The act of working for someone at regular 
times. Ex. A servant (one who gives service) working in a 
private house is in domestic service. (6) Public work, such 
as the Civil Service, (e) Worship (see worship) in a church 
is called a church service. 

several (seo-er-al) adj. Some. More than two, but not many. 

Ex, Mmy read several books in the holidays, 
severe (se-oeer) ad^. Intense (see intense). Ex. The bum caused 
mother severe pain. 
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sew (so) V, To fasten together with needle and thread. Ex. Girls 
are usiwlly taught how to sew. They learn sewing. 

'shabby adj. Much worn. Ex. A man in a shabby coat was selling 
papers. 

shallow (s/iaMo) adj. Not deep. Ex. The pond is shallow in dry 
weather. 

sham (1) adj. False. An imitation (see imitate). Ex, The 
crown worn by the king in our school play was a sham one 
made of gold paper. (2) v. To pretend. Ex. We have taught 
our dog to lie down and sham being dead, 
shame n. Regret (see regret) for having done wrong. To feel 
shame is to be ashamed (ashamed). Ex. Mary was ashamed 
of arriving so late for her music*Iesson. A thing is said to 
be shameful when it is very wicked, 
shampoo (1) n. A special soap used for washing the hair. (2) v. 
To wash the hair. 

shamrock n. A three-leaved plant like the clover. It is the 
national flower of Ireland. • 

share n. db v. A part of, or to divide in parts. Ex. Here is your 
share of the toffee. We will all share it equally, 
shark n. A very large fish, which is feared by swimmers in 
tropical seas (see tropics). 

sharp adj. Having a fine point or edge for cutting. You can 
have a sharp knife, or a sharp pencil. When you make your 
pencil sharp you sharpen it. 

shatter v. I'o break in pieces. Ex. The glass fell to the ground 
and was shattered. 

shave v. To remove hair from the face (of a man) with a razor 
{see razor). 

shawl n. A piece of silk or wool (often knitted) worn round the 
shoulders, usually by babies or 61d ladies. • 

sheaf (sheef) n. A bundle, usually of corn or other grain, 
shear v. Tg cut off. Ex. The farmer shears the wool from the 
sheep every summer. He docs it with shears (n.) which are 
very large scissors (see scissors). 

sheath n. A case or covering for knife or sword. To sheathe (v.) 
a sword is to put it in its sheath. 

shed n. A small wooden house or hut usually made of wood. 

Ex. We keep our fire-wood in the shed. 
sheepish adj. Shy, awkw'ard. Ex. The farmer’s boy looked 
sheepish when asked how old he was. 
sheer adj. (a) Steep (see steep) like a precipice (see precipice). 
(b) Utter (see utter). Complete. Ex. Tommy jumped for 
sheer joy on Christmas morning. 

sheet n. A thin flat piece of paper, cloth, metal or wood. Ex. 
Steel is made in huge sheets and passed tlirough machines 
which are like great mangles, 
sheik (sheek) n. An Arab chief. 
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shekel {ihek-e\) n. An old Jewish coin {see coin), 
shelf ft. A narrow piece of board fixed to a wall for holding 
books, dishes or other things. The plural of shelf is shelves, 
shell n. (a) The hard outer covering of several eatable things, 
such as eggs, nuts, almonds, and shell-fish such as oysters, 
mussels and cockles. Snails and some other creatures such 
as tortoises and turtles have shells too. {b) A metal case in 
which explosive {see explode) material is placed and then fired 
from a gun. 

shelter (1) n. (a) Protection. Ex. We took shelter from the rain, 
under a tree. (6) A place in which one shelters. (2) v. To 
protect {see protect) from danger or weather. Ex. Father 
sheUered Nancy under his umbrdla. 
shepherd {shep-erd) n. The man who looks after 
the sheep on a farm. 

shield (sheeld) (1) n. A piece of armour worn in 
olden times as protection {see protect) from 
sword-cuts. (2) v. To protect from harm. Ex. 

In hot countries, men and women wear large 
white hats to shield their heads from the sun. 
shift (1) n. Groups of men working on the same 
job, but at different times of the day, are called 
** sUfts.** There may be a day shift, and a 
night shift, or there may be three shifts in the twenty-four 
hours, working eight hours each. (2) o. To change or move. 
Ex. Mother has shifted the table to the other side of the 
room. 

shifty {shif-tt) adj. Changeable. Not honest. To say that a 
person has a shifty look means that he does not look you 
frankly in the face. 

shin VI. The front bone of the lower part of the leg. Ex. A kick 
on the shin is a very painful thing, 
shine o. To give out light as the sun does. The past tense of 
shine is slums (shon). 

shipping ft. The ships belonging to a company or a nation, 
shipshape (sMp-shape) adj. Tidy, in good order. Ex. Every¬ 
thing in the old shepherd's cottage was neat and ship¬ 
shape. 

shipwreck {ship-rek) n. A ship that has been wrecked {see wreck) 
by being driven on to rocks. We say that Robinson Crusoe 
was shipayreehed. 

Shire n. A county, such as Yorkshire. 

shirk V. To avoid doing something you do not want to do. Ex. 
Harry sometimes tries to shirk his home-work. Father tells 
him he must never be a shirker. 

Shiver {shiv-er) v. To shake or tremble {see tremble) because of 
feeling cold or frightened. To feel shivery {shiv-er-e) is to 
feel cold. 
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shoal (shole) n. (a) A part of the sea or a lake which is shallow 
(see shallow) because of sandbanks. (5) A great number of 
fish, such as herrings, swimming together, 
shock (1) ft. (a) An unpleasant surprise or fright. Ex. Mother 
got a shock when she heard of her sister's accident (see acci¬ 
dent). (b) A shock of hair means a mass of thick hair which 
is not well brushed and tidy. (2) v. To be shocked is to 
feel disgusted or offended, or much grieved. Ex. Everyone 
was shocked to hear of the loss of the aeroplane. It was a 
shocking (terrible) accident. 

shod adj. Wearing shoes or boots. A person is said to be well 
shod or ill shod, according to whether he is wearing good 
shoes o\ not. A horse is said to have been shod when the 
blacksmith has nailed on his shoes, 
shoddy adj. Of bad quality, usually referring to cloth or other 
material. 

shone (shon) v. See shine. 

shoot (1) ft* A small ttvig or bud (see these words) on a plant. 

(2) V. To fire with a gun. The past tense of shoot Is shot. 
shopkeeper ft. One who keeps a shop. 

shopping V. Visiting shops to buy various things. You would 
probably have a shopping-basket with you. 
shore n. The land at the edge of the sea. 
shoulder (shole-det) n. The joint which connects the 
arm to the body. 

shove (shuv) V. To push, perhaps roughly. Ex. When 
you are standingin a queue (see queue), don’t shove. 
shovel (shuv-el) n. A tool used for lifting coal, earth 
and sand. 

shower (shoza-er) n. A fall of rain that is soon over. 

When several showers follow each other, we say it 
is a showery day. 
shrewd (shrood) n. Sensible (see sensible). Quick in Shovel 
understiinding. 

shriek (shreek) n. A sharp scream of pain, or surprise or even 
laughter. 

shrill ^j. Making a loud high sound. Ex. We beard shrill 
laughter coming from the playground, 
shrink v, (a) To become smaller, as woollen things often do 
when they are wet. Ex. John hopes his new socks will not 
shrink in the wash, (b) To draw back, from tear or firom 
shyness. Ex. Tommy was inclined to shrink away from the 
dog when it gave a loud bark. 

shrivel (shriv-el) v. To dry up and become wrinkled (see wrinkle). 
Ex. The apples were left lying in the sun and they all shrivelM 
up. 

shroud (shrowd) n. The sheet which is placed over a dead body 
before it is buried (see bury). 
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shrub n. A bushy plant which has several branches growing 
from the root. Gorse and broom are well-known shrubs. A 
shrubbery is a piece of land planted with many shrubs, 
shrug V. To move the shoulders as an expression of dislike or 
annoyance. 

shudder o. To tremble (see tremble) with fear or horror. Ex, 
Some people shudder when they see a toad or a mouse, 
shuffle V, To drag the feet along the ground without lifting them, 
shun V. To avoid (see avoid). 

shunt V. To move trucks and railway carriages ftom one line to 
another. 

shutter n. A cover, usually made of wood, for a window, 
shy adj. Timid (see timid). Not inclined to speak to strangers, 
or make friends easily. Ex. Baby is still very shy. 
sickle n. A curved knife, with wooden handle, used for cutting 
grass or corn with one hand. 

sideboard n. A piece of dining-room furniture (see furnish) 
wtiich is useful both as a cupboard and as a side table, 
siege (scej) n. The surrounding of a town or castle by an army, 
in order to capture it (see capture), 
siesta (see-est-a) n. A sleep which people in hot countries take 
during the afternoon. 

sieve (siv) n. An article with holes in, used for 
separating large and small pieces of anything. 

Ex. Flour is put through a wire or hair sieve 
to get rid of any lumps in it. Soup is often 
strained (see strain) in this way, so that the 
liquid goes through the sieve and the pieces 
of vegetables, meat and bones are left behind, 
sigh (sy) n. <6 v. To take a deep breath rather loudly, when one 
fejpls sad or very tired. 

sight (site) n. (a) The power of seeing. Ex. John has very good 
sight (eyesight), (b) The thing that is seen. Ex. The rose 
garden was a beautiful sight during June. 
sign (sine) (1) n. A movement of the hand or a nod of the head 
might be a sign ; that is, it may convey (see convey) a mean¬ 
ing. A written or printed notice such as “ Keep Off the 
Grass ** is a sign. (2) v. To write your name at the end 
of a letter or statement (see statement). That is your signa¬ 
ture (stg-na-tewr). 

signal (stg-nal) (1) n. (a) A sign (j>re sign) that has been agreed 
upon, (b) A post with two movable arms, used on railways 
to show the train driver w'hether the line is clear. (2) v. To 
send a message. Ex. The submarine signalled for help, 
signature. See sign. 

significant (s}g-m/-i-kant) adj. Having a definite and special 
meaning. Ex, Mother gave Nancy a significant look which 
made Nancy understand that she was to go to bed. 
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signify («g-ni-fy) p. (a) To mean. Ex, A large “ L ” on the 
back of a car signifies that the driver is only just learning 
how to drive. (6) To make known. Ex. 

Father signified by a smile that he approved 
of Harry's plan. 

sign-post (sine-post) n. A post to which a written 
sign or notice is fixed, such as one at cross¬ 
roads pointing out the directions of towns and 
villages along the roads. 

silence (sy-lens) n. Complete (|uietness, and 
absence of sound. Ex. In a library reading- 
room there is usually a notice saying “ silence.” 

All readers in the room must be silent and 
make no noise. 

silk n. A line, glossy kind of cloth (see glossy) made from threads 
produced by the silk-worm. A silken garment (see garment) 
is one made of silk. 

sill n. The bottom ledge of a window. Ex. A robin comes to 
the window-st/1 every morning looking for crumbs, 
silly adj. Foolish, without sense. Ex. The first story in this 
book is a silly one about a horse that can talk, 
silver n. A valuable white metal used for making spoons, forks, 
jewellery and ornaments. 

similar (sim-i-lar) adj. Like. Ex, These two paintings of trees 
are similar to one another, 
simmer v. To boil gently and slowly. 

simper v. To smile in a silly, affected (see affectation) way. 
simple adj. (a) Easy. Ex. A simple sum. (b) Plain. Ex. Simple 
food, simple clothes. A person who likes simple clothes likes 
simplicity (sim-plis-i-ta) in dress. To make a thing simple is 
to simplify (sim-pli-fy) it. 

since adv. After that time. Ex. I have not seen Aunl Mary 
since I was in London. 

sincere (siil'Secr) adj. True, reliable (see rely). Ex. A sincere friend, 
sinew (sin-yew) n. The “string” inside a muscle (see muscles) 
by which the limbs are moved. 

singe (sinj) v. To burn or scorch (see scorch). Ex. I'he cat sat 
too near the fire and had her fur singed. 
single (<stng-gl) adj. One, or for one only. Ex. We did not see 
a single car on the road. An unmarried man or woman is 
said to be single. To do something singly (sin-gle) is to do 
it one at a time. Ex. We went into the room singly. 
singular (stng-gew-lar) adj. (a) A word, used in grammar, apply¬ 
ing to one only, (b) Strange, remarkable. Ex. We saw a 
singular sight—^a dog pulling a small cart. The sunset was 
singularly (remarkably) beautiful, 
sinister (stn-is-ter) adj. Evil-looking. Ex. A man with a sinister 
face came begging at the back door. 
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sink (1) n. A kind of small bath fixed in the kitchen in which 
dishes are washed. (2) v. To go gradually down as a stone 
does in water. To sink is the opposite of to float (see float), 
sip V, To drink in very small mouthfuls. Ex. Tommy could o^y 
sip his milk (take sips of it) as it was so hot. 
sir n. (a) A word of respect used when speaking to a man. A 
title (see title). Ex. Sir Francis Drake, 
sire n. The old form of sir. 

siren (sy^ren) n. A horn or whistle sounded by steam, which 
can be heard over a considerable distance. Ex. The ship^s 
siren sounded when thick fog came down, 
sirloin (ser-loyn) n. A joint of beef. 

site n. The position or piece of ground where a building stands. 

Ex. The new hospital is being built on a very convenient site. 
situated (sii-yew-ate-ed) adj. P^ced. Ex. Grandfather’s cottage 
is situated on a hillside near a river, 
situation {si7-yew-ay-shon) n. (a) Position. Ex. The cottage is 
in a beautiful situation, (b) Employment (see employ). Ex. 
To get a situation as a nursemaid or a clerk, 
skate (1) n.* (a) A steel edge which can be 
fitted on to boots so that the person wear¬ 
ing them can move quickly and easily over 
ice. (b) A large flat fish. (2) v. To move 
on ice by means of skates, 
skein (skane) n. A quantity of wool or silk 
coiled (see coil) in a special way. 
skeleton (skel-e-ton) n. The bones of a human being or animal, 
without the flesh. Ex. In the museum we saw the skeleton 
of a huge giraffe. 

sketch (1) n. A drawing, not a completed picture. (2) n. To 
draw the first outlines of a plan or picture, 
ski (shee or skee) n. A long flat wooden fixture, like a very large 
broad skate (see skate), and used in pairs like skates, attached 
to boots. They make it easy to travel long distanc'^is on snow, 
skid n. To slide sideways on a slippery (see slippery) road, as a 
motor-car is apt to do. 
skiff n. A light rowing-boat. 

skill n. Cleverness, especially in doing something that needs care 
and knowledge. Ex. The doctor showed great skill in per¬ 
forming the operation. He was skilful, highly skilled. 
skim V. To take off the surface layer (see both these words) from 
a liquid. Ex. To skim the cream off milk, 
a kin n. The outer surface of any animal, fish or fruit. A person 
or animal who is very thin is sometimes said to be skinny. 
skip V. (a) To jump, (b) To pass over, in the sense of to omit 
(see omit). Ex, Our history teacher told us we could skip 
page 51 as it was too difficult for us. 
skipper n. The captain of a ship. 
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skirmish («fter-mish) n. A fight between small numbers, not 
amounting to a battle. 

skirt n. The lower part of a woman^s dress, from the waist to 
the hem. 

skulk V. To wander about in a secret way hoping not to be seen. 

Ex. Father saw a man skulking about near the hen-house, 
skull n. The bony part of the head, 
skunk n. (a) An animal like the weasel (see weasel), 
skylark (sky-\aik) n. See lark. 

skylight n. A window in the roof of a house or other building. 

An attic (see attic) room often has a skylight, 
skyscraper (s%-8krape-er) n. A very tall building of many 
storeys (see storey), such as are common in New York. Ex. 
The highest skyscraper in New York has more than a hundred 
storeys. 

slab n. A thin flat piece of anj'thing, especially of stone. A 
large slice of cake is sometimes called a slab, 
slack adj. Loose (see loose). Ex. This belt is too slack. To 
make a thing slack is to slacken it. Ex. Mary slackened 
Tommy's shoe-laces for him. The word slack is used some¬ 
times to mean lazy. Trousers are sometimes caUed slacks, 
slain. See slay. 

slake 1 ’. To quench (see quench). Ex. The soldiers slaked their 
thirst at the well. 

slam V. To shut (usually a door or gate) with a loud noise, 
slander n. An untrue statement about a person which might 
do him harm. To slander (v.) a person is to talk about Mm 
and make such a statement. 

slang n. A loose and incorrect way of using language. Ex. 
“ Shut up ” is slang for “ be quiet,” and ” jolly decent ” is 
slang for ” very nice.” 

slant V. To have one end lower than the other instead bf being 
in a straight line. Ex. The shed has a slanting roof. Its roof 
is on • slant (n.). 

slap (1) ». A blow with the open hand. (2) v. To give a blow 
(slap) of this kind. Ex, It was wrong of you to slap baby, 
slash r. To cut carelessly with a knife. Ex. The seat in the 
railway carriage was slashed by a naughty boy. 
slate n. A very fiat thin piece of a kind of stone, used in building 
roofs of houses. 

slattern n. A woman who is always untidy, 
slaughter (slaw-ter) (1) n. Killing. (2) u. To kill. Ex. There 
was great slaughter in the battle. Animals are slaughtered for 
food. 

Slav n. Native of Eastern Europe. Ex. Most Russians and Poles 
are Slavs. 

slave n. A servant who has been captured or bought by his 
master, and belongs to ium. In America there were slaves 
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until 1865, when Abraham Lincoln made slavery (stave-er-e 
illegal (see illegal). 

slay V. To kill. The past tense of slay is slew. Bx. In the fairy¬ 
tale Jack slew the giant. The giant was 
slain by Jack. 

sledjge n. A sort of carriage made of planks 
of wood, used for travelling over snow. 

Ex. In northern Canada sledges are drawn 
by dogs. 

sleek adj. Having a smooth and glossy (see Sled^^ 

glossy) surface. Ex. A horse is said to be 
sleek when its coat is well brushed, 
sleeper n. (a) One who sleeps, (b) One of the wooden logs fixed 
to the ground, to which railway lines are fastened, (c) A 
railway-carriage fitted with narrow beds for night journeys 
is called a sleeper. 

sleepy (sleep-e) adj. Inclined to sleep. To be sleepless is to be 
unable to sleep at night. 

sleet n. a mixture of snow and rain, falling at the same time, 
sleeve n. The part of a garment (see garment) which covers 
the arm. 

sleigh (slay) n. A sledge (see sledge). 

sleight of hand (slite of hand) n. A conjuring trick [see conjure) 
done by clever movements of the hands, 
slender adj. Narrow (see narrow), graceful. Ex. A slender birch 
tree. 

sleuth (slooth) n. Sleuth usually means a detective (see detect). 
Ex. The most famous sleuth in fiction (see fiction) is Sherlock 
Holmes. 

slew V. See slay. 

slice n. A piece of something that has been cut off. Ex. A slice 
of cake. 

slide V. To move smoothly. Ex. This window slides up and 
down very easily. The boys love to slide on the ire. 
slight (slite) adj. Little, not important, not much. Ex. Tommy 
has a slight cold, 
slim adj. Slender (see slender), 
slime n. mud. 

■ling n. (a) A band passed round something in order to lift it. 
Ex. Heavy goods are lifted on to ships by means of slings. 
A sling can be hung round the neck to support (see support) 
an injured arm. (6) A weapon used in olden times for throw¬ 
ing a stone with great force. Ex. The Bible says that David 
killed Goliath with a stone from a sling. 
slink V. To move about as if ashamed (see shame) to be 
seen. The thief was seen slinking round the back of the 
house. 

■Upper n. A loose shoe for wearing indoors (see indoors). 




SLI 


257 


SMA* 


slippery adj. A slippery surface (see surface) is one on which 
a person or thing is inclined to slide. Ex. The frost made 
the streets slippery^ and 1 saw two people fall down, 
slipshod adj. Careless, untidy. Ex. Our English master wiU not 
allow any slipshod work in his class, 
slit (1) n. A narrow cut in wood or cloth. Ex. The boys watched 
the football match through a slit in the fence (see fence). (2) 
V. To make such a cut. 

slither (slith-er) v. To slide about (see slide) on a slippery surface 
such as mud. 

sloe (slo) n. The purple berry of the blackthorn, 
slogan (slo-gdn) H.' A mdtto or'^"piKrase used fbf advertising or 
some other special purpose. Ex. “ Post early for Christmas ” 
is a slogan used by the Post Olhce. 
slope V. To slant (see slant). Ex. A sloping roof. There was 
a slope (n.) down to the sea near the harbour, 
slot n. Meaning much the same as slit (see slit). Ex. You can 
put a penny in the slot of a weighing machine (see weigh), 
sloth n. Laziness (see. lazy). To be slothful is to be laiy. 
slouch (slowtsh) V. To stand or walk carelessly with head and 
shoulders bent. Ex. Young men in the army are taught never 
to slouch, but to walk with their heads up. 
slough (slow) n. A bog or marsh (see the.se words), 
slovenly (sluv-en-le) adj. Uiitidy and careless about dress and 
appearance. 

slug n. A kind of snail which has no shell. Ex. Slugs like to 
feed on, young lettuces, 
sluggard n. A lazy person, 
sluice (slooce) n. A kind of door placed across 
a river or at the lower end of a lake to regu¬ 
late (see regulate) the flow of water, 
slum n. A street of divty and badly kept houses, 
usually in a large city, 
slumber ft. dh v. Sleep. 

slush n. A mixture of half-melted snow and mud. 
sly adj. Untruthful and deceitful (see deceive). 

trust that man ; he has a sly look, 
smack n. (a) A slap (see slap), (b) A small fishing-boat, 
smart (1) adj. Well dressed, nice-looking, clever. Ex. A smart 
woman. (2) v. To have a feeling of shar{>, though not severe, 
pain, such as is caused by a slight burn. Ex. My linger is 
much better, but it still smarts. 

smash (1) n. An accident, such as two cars running into each 
other. (2) v. To break. Ex. The glass fell on the floor and 
was smashed. 

smattering n. A very little knowledge of something. Ex. John 
has a smattering of Latin but has never really studied it (see 
study). 

W.S.D,—1 
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smear r. To mark with something dirty, greasy or sticky. Ex, 
Tommy's face was smeared with jam. 
smirk v. To smile in a foolish way. 

smith n. A man who works with metals. Ex. A blacksmith, 
a silversmith. 

smithy (smith-e) n. The shop in which a blacksmith works (see 
blacksmith). 

smoke (1) n. The cloud that rises into the air from a fire. (2) v. 
To give out smoke, to breathe tobacco (see tobacco) smoke 
from a pipe or cigarette. 

smooth adj. Having a flat, even surface without any roughness. 
Silk has a smooth surface. When there is no wind sea 
is said to be smooth. To snwothe (v.) sometliing is to make 
it smooth. Ex. The gardener smoothed the flower-bed with a 
rake (see rake). 

smother (smuth-tr) v. To siifTocate (see suffocate), 
smoulder (smole-der) v. To burn slowly without making a 
flame. Ex. The fire has not gone out. It is smoulder¬ 
ing. ' 

smudge v. To make a dirty mark, to smear (see smear), 
smug adj. A smug person is one who is very pleased with him¬ 
self, and thinks himself very good or clever, 
smuggle V. To bring into the country secretly, without paying 
tax to the Government. In olden days smugglers (those who 
smuggled) brought wines and brandy. Nowadays (see now¬ 
adays) some people smuggle watches, nylon stockings and 
jewellery. 

smut n, A spot of dirt. Ex. Mother's washing, which was 
hanging out in the garden, was covered with smuts from the 
factory chimney (see factory). 

snack n, A light meal. Ex. We had no time for dinner but had 
asriack and a glass of milk. 

snag n. An unexpected difficulty. Ex. The snag about the picnic 
was that we found we bad to carry the ** 

food such a long way. 

snail n. A small creature which creeps slowly 
along the ground and has a shell on its 
back. 

snake n. A reptile (see reptile). Poisonous 
snakes are found in some hot countries, 
anare n. A kind of trap set to catch animals such as rabbits, 
snarl v. A dog is said to snarl when he growls (see growl) and 
shows his teeth. A man is said to snral when he speaks in 
an angry and savage way. 

snatch n. To seixe quickly and perhaps roughly. Ex. The thief 
snatched the woman's handbag. 

sneak n. A person who does mean and unpleasant things in a 
secret way. One who "tells tales’* of another. 




SNE 


259 


SOC 


sneer v. To make scornful remarks about someone. To jeer 
(see jeer), to laugh at in an unpleasant way. 
sneeze o. To make a kind of cough in one’s nostrils (see nostril), 
sniff o. (a) To smell, (b) To breathe noisily through the nose 
when one has a cold. Em. Don’t but use your hand- 
kerchief. 

snip n. To cut. Ex. Snip the stalk of this flower. A tnippet 
(sntp-it) is a very small piece. 

snipe (1) n. A sms^ bird with long beak (see beak) which lives 
in marshlands (see marsh). (2) u. To shoot from a concealed 
place (see conceal). One who does this is a sniper. Em. A 
miper fired on the troops from behind a low wall, 
snivel (snin-el) v. To cry noisily as a child does, 
snob n. One who Ukes to make friends with people who are 
rich and in a better position than himself. Such a person is 
snobbish. 

snooze (l) n. A short sleep. Em, Father likes to have a snoou 
after dinner. (2) v. To sleep or doze (see doze). • 
snore o. To breathe noisily with open mouth when one is asleep, 
snort e. To make an angry noise through the nostrils (see nostril). 
Ex. Horses often snort. 

snout n. The long nose of an animal such as a pig or elephant, 
snow (snoh) n. J^in that has been frozen (see freeze) and falls 
to the ground in small white flakes. A pile of 
snow heaped up by the wind is a snow-drift, 
snowdrop (sno-drop) n. A small white flower which 
appears in January. 

snub u. To treat coldly or to reply sharply. Ex. 

I asked Molly to come to tea, but she snubbed 
me by saying that she prefeiTed {see prefer) to 
have tea at home. 

snug adj. Warm, comfortable. Ex. Mother looked 
snug ii^her chair by the fireside. A comfortable 
sm^ room is sometimes called a snuggery. 
soak D. To wet thoroughly. Ex. Mother soaked the handker¬ 
chiefs for an hour before washing them. Nancy was soaked 
by the lain on her way to school, 
soar o. To fly very high as a lark does, 
sob (1) fi. The sound of weeping. (2) v. To weep, 
sober (so-ber) adj. Not druiik (see drunk). Calm and serious, 
soccer (sok-er) n. Association football. 

so^able (so-shab-l) adj. Friendly and fond of being with friends 
and acquaintances. 

eodallam (so-shid-ism) n. A system of government by which 
the nation owns all large burinesses such as railways, water- 
supply, gas, electricity and the coal mines, instead of their 
being posseased by private people. The people who want this 
Idnd of government are socialists. 
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society (so-sy-e-te) n. (a) A group of people engaged in business 
or some special work such as a debating society. (6) People 
in general, or wealthy and titled people in particular, 
sock n. A short stocking, worn by men, boys and small children, 
sod n. A piece of grass with its roots and earth, 
sodden oflj. Soaked {see soak), very wet. Ex. The fields were 
sodden after the heavy rain. 

sofa (soft-fa) n. A long, soft seat with a back to lean on. 
soften V. To make soft. 

soil (1) n. The earth in which plants grow. (2) v. To make 
dirty. Ex. Nancy soiled her new dress when she fell off the 
swing. 

soiree (swor-rey) n. An evening party or entertainment, 
sojourn (soj-urn) v. To stay for a time. To make a sojourn (n.). 
Ex. I'he Queen makes a sojourn at Balmoral Castle during the 
summer. 

solace (.w/-as) (1) t*. Comfort {see comfort). (2) v. To comfort 
or console {see console) someone who is in sorrow, 
solar {sohAnr) adj. Connected with the sun. Ex. A solar eclipse 
{see eclipse). The solar system is the whole vast group of 
planets and other heavenly bodies which revolve round the sun. 
soldier (soW-yer) n. A man who is a member of the army, 
sole (1) n. (a) A flat fish which is almost circular {see circle), 
and is good to eat. {b) The under*part of the foot on which 
we walk. (2) adj. Only. Ex. He was the sole survivor {see 
survive) of the wreck. 

solemn (soi-em) adj. Very serious. Ex. The church service in 
memory of the late {see late) actor was a very solemn one. 
solicit (so-lis-it) v. To ask or beg for. Ex. The old man solicited 
help for his sick wife. 

solicitor (sol-lw-it-er) n. A person trained to advi.se on matters 
of law. 

solid {sol-id) adj. Firm all the way through. Not.ifhollow {see 
hollow). Ex. Bicycle tyros used to be solid, but now they 
arc filled with air. 

soliloquy (sol-Zi7-o-kwe) n. A speech made by one person as if 
to liimseif, thinking aloud. Ex. There are many soliloquies 
in Shakespeare’s plays. 

solitary (soM-ta-re) adj. {a) Sole {see sole). Alone or lonely. 

Ex. He led a very solitary life after his wife died, 
solitude (so/-i-tude) n. Quietness or loneliness, 
solo r». A piece of music to be sung or played by one person, 
solution (sol-tyoo-shon) n. See solve. 

solve V. To explain or find the answ'er, and the answer is the 
solution. You may find the solution of a mystery {see mys¬ 
tery) or of a puzzle, or of a sum in arithmetic, 
sombre (som-ber) adj. Dark, gloomy, sad. Ex. A sombre winter 
day, or sombre clothes. 
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somehow («im-how) ado. In some way. Ex. The kitten got to 
the top of the tree somehow. 

'somersault (sum-er-sawlt) n. A turning head over heels, 
somewhat (sum-whot) adv. Slightly, rather. Ex. Although it 
was an August day it was somewhat cold, 
sonata (so-noA-la) n. A piece of music, for one or more instru* 
ments, divided into three or four parts.which are called 
movements. 

songster ?). A singer. Ex. The blackbird is a beautiful songster. 
son-in-law n. A man’s son-in-law is his daughter’s husband, 
sonnet n. A poem of fourteen lines, 
soot n. A kind of black dust caused by smoke from a fire, 
soothe V. To calm or quieten. Ex. Baby cried when he was 
taken out of his bath, but mother soothed him. She said a 
few soothing words to him. 

sooth-sayer n. An old-fashioned word for a fortune-teller - that 
is a person who pretends to be able to foretell the future, 
soprano (so-prah-no) n. A woman singer who can sing*very high 
notes. 

sorcerer (sore-ser-er) n. A magician (see magic), 
sordid (sor-did) adj. Mean, poor, dirty. Ex. The boy had lived 
in a sordid home. 

sorrow (sor-ro) n. Sadness. Ex. The children felt great sorrow 
when their cat died. They were very sorry about it. 
sortie (sor-tee) n. A sudden attack on the enemy. Kx. A sortie 
was made at night to find out the strength of the enemy, 
sought (sawt) V. The past tense of to seek. Ex. We sought 
everywhere for our puppy when he disappeared, 
sound (1) n- Noise. What is heard by our ears. (2) adj. In 
good condition. Ex. All these apples are sound. 
soup (soop) n. A liqtiiid food made from meat and vegetables 
boiled in water and served hot. 

sour (sowrVidj. Tasting sharp or bitter, not sweet. Ex. The juice 
of a lemon tastes sour. So does milk when it is some days old. 
source (sorce) n. The point at which a river begins--usiially a 
lake, or a spring (see spring) in the ground. Ex. The source 
of the Thames is a spring in the Cotswold Hills, 
souse (sowce) v. To soak or dip in water. Ex. Mary had to 
souse her bathing-suit in the sea to get rid of the sand, 
southerly (suf/t-er-le) adj. From the south. Ex. A southerly 
wind. Southern (suth-ern) lands are lands in the south, 
souvenir (soou-en-eer) n. A thing kept as a remembrance. Ex. 
This cup is a souvenir of our holiday at 
Margate. 

souwester (sow-zoesf-er) n. (a) A waterproof 
bat or cap of the kind worn by sailors at 
sea in bad weather. (6) A wind blowing 
from the south-west. 
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sovereign («ov-er-in) n. (a) The reigning King or Queen, (b) A 
gold coin formerly used in Britain, worth twenty shillings, 
sow n. Female pig. Ex. The sow has a litter {see litter) of six. 
sow (so) V, To plant seeds of flowers or vegetables, 
spa n. A place where the drinking-water is specially good for 
health. People whose health is not good often go to stay at 
a spa such as Harrogate. 

space n. (a) Room for something. Ex. Mother says she has not 
enough space for her dishes in the kitchen. (6) The great 
open distance in the heavens. Ex. The planets move round 
the sun in space. 

spacious (spav-shus) adj. Having plenty of room. Ex. Our 
school hall is spacious. 
spade n. A long-handled tool for digging. 

spaghetti (spa-gei-e) n. A kind of small macaroni {see macaroni), 
spangle (spang-gl) n. A small shining ornament made of glass, 
or tin often used on the clothes of actors in pantomimes and 
circuses. 

Spaniard (snan-yard) n. A native of Spain. A Spanish person, 
spaniel (span-yel) n. A large dog with long hanging ears, 
spank 1). To slap {see slap) as punishment. 

spar n. (a) A pole used on ships to support a sail, {b) A thin 
strip of wood such as is fixed in a hen-house for hens to roost 
on {see roost). 

spare (1) odj. Extra, not needed at the time. Ex. A spate bed¬ 
room for occasional guests, and a spare tyre for a motor-car 
in case one is punctured {see puncture). (2) v. (a) To be 
able to give up or do without. Ex. Mother cannot spate any 
sugar, as we have so little, (h) To show mercy to. Ex. Harry 
wanted to spate the life of the mouse that was caught in the 
trap. 

spark n. A small quick flash of light or heat. Ex. When the 
blacksmith {see smith) hammered the red-hot ironi sparks flew 
out. 

sparkle v. To shine or glitter. Ex. Diamonds sparkle^ and so 
do stars in the sky. 

sparrow (spar-ro) n. A small brown bird, very common near 
houses. 

sparse adj. Growing thinly, not in large quantities. Ex. Grand¬ 
father has sparse grey hair. 

spate n. A sudden flood. Ex. Rivers are often in spate after 
heavy rain. 

spatter v. Splash {see splash). 

spawn n. llie tiny eggs of fish, and of some animals such as 
frogs. 

speak V. To talk. Ex. Did Mary speak about her presents ? 
spear n. A long pole with a sharp iron point used as a weap<m 

{see weapon). 
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special (spesh-al) adj. Of a different or particular kind, ox in¬ 
tended for a pa^cular purpose. Bx, A special bus was pro¬ 
vided for the Sunday School outing (see outing). A specUdUl 
(^sh-al-ist) is one who has made a specif study of one 
branch of knowledge. Ex. An ear spedaUst is a doctor who 
has made a special study of the ear. He has specialised in that 
subject, just as w engineer may specialise in aeroplane engines, 
specimen (spes-im|en) n. One of its kind taken as a sample. 

Ex. We saw sp^msfis of all the new cars at the motor show, 
speck fi. A spot, or very small bit of something. Ex. A speck 
of dirt in one’s eye. 

speckled (spek*ld) adj. Spotted. Ex. A speckled hen. 
spectacle (spek-takl) n. Anything that is seen, especially some¬ 
thing beautiful or remarkable. Ex, The Lord Mayor’s annual 
procession is a very fine spectacle. 
spectacles (spek-ta-kls) n. Glasses worn to help the eyesight, 
spectator (spek-toy-tor) n. One who looks on but does not take 
part in what is happening. Ex. There were hundreds of 
spectators at the football match. * 

spectre (speft-ter) n. Ghost {see ghost). 

speech (speetsh) n. (a) The power of being able to talk and 
express our thoughts in words, (b) A talk by one person on 
a definite subject to a number of people. When we say a 
person was speechless we mean that he was unable to speak, 
perhaps because of surprise or some other strong feeling, such 
as thankfulness. 

speed 71. Quickness of movement. Ex. The speed of an aero¬ 
plane is much greater than that of a car. To be quick is to 
be speedy —to do something speedily, 
speedometer (speed-om-e-ter) n. An instrument (see instrument) 
with a dial (see dial) to show the speed at which a. car or 
other vehicle is moving. 

spell (1) n. To name the letters that are in any word. (2) n. 
(a) A ihagic charm such as we read of in fairy-tales, (b) A 
period (see period) of time. Ex. Mary did a long spell of 
practising on the piano. 

spellbound ^j. Fascinated (see fascinate). Intensely interested. 

Ex. Tommy was spellbound by the Punch and Judy show, 
spend V. (a) To use money for buying things. Ex. 1 spent a 
shilling on a Christmas present for baby, (b) To use time 
for some purpose. Ex. 1 spent an hour doing one sum. A 
spendthrift is one who spends too much money and wastes it. 
sphere (sfeer) n. A completely round object such as a ball, 
spice n. Pepper, nutmeg and cinnamon are spices used to give 
food a more pleasant taste, 
spick-and-span adj. Very neat and clean, 
spider (spy-der) n. A small animal with dght legs, which makes 
webs (see web) to catch flies tor food. 
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spike n. A sharp point, such as one sees on railings round gardens, 
spill 0 . To allow a liquid to overflow. Ex, To spill milk, 
spin V. (a) To make thread by twisting strands of cotton or woo) 
in a machine, (h) To make a thing, such as a top {see top), 
move round very quickly, 
spine n. The backbone of the body, 
spinster n. A woman who is not married, 
spiral (spy-ral) adj. In the shape of a corkscrew (see 
cork). Ex, A spiral staircase in a narrow tower, 
spire n. The tall pointed end of a church steeple 
(see steeple). Ex. The spire of Salisbury Cathedral 
can be seen from a great distance, 
spirit (sptr-it) n. (a) Ghost (see ghost). (6) The soul 
or inward part of a person, (c) A mood (see 
mood). Ex. You may do a thing in a kindly 
spirit or you may be in high spirits (very cheer¬ 
ful). (d) A chemical liquid which is the chief 
part of whisky and brandy, (e) Courage (see 
courdge). To be spirited is to be full of courage and energy 
(see energetic). 

spiritual (spir-it-yew-al) adj. Connected with the soul or spirit, 
spiritualist (spir-it-yew-al-ist) n. One who believes that the 
spirits or souls of the dead can be seen or heard by the living, 
spite n. An unkind wish to harm someone. A spiteful person 
is one who likes to see other people unhappy. Jn spite of 
means paying no ..ttention to. Ex. You might go for a walk 
in spite of the rain, or in spite of having a bad cold, 
splash (1) n. A drop of water. (2) v. To move water about 
with the hands and make drops fly about. Ex. Baby likes 
to splash in his bath. , 

splendid adj. Magnificent, very fine. Ex. The Horse Guards in 
Hyde Park were a splendid sight. 

splint n. A piece of wood bandaged (see bandage) to an injured 
leg or arm to keep the limb straight until it heal^ (see heal), 
splinter (splin-ter) n. A small sharp piece of wood, metal or glass. 
Ex. John got a splinter of wood in his finger from the broken 
cricket bat. 

split V. To divide into parts. Ex. To split a log before putting 
it on to the fire, or to split a class into two parts and teach 
each part separately. 

spoil (1) n. Things stolen or captured (see capture) in war. Ex. 
The enemy took away much spoil from the captured city. 
(2) 0 . To do harm to. Ex. Flowers may be spoiled by rain, 
or a child may be spoiled by being allowed to have too much 
of his own way. 

spoke (1) n. One of the bars or rods which join the centre part 
of a wheel to the rim. Ex. The spokes of a bicycle wheel. 
(2) V. The past tense of the verb to speak. 
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spokesman {spoluB-mM) n. A person chosen to speak for Qthers. 
Ex. Father was chosen to be chief spokesman at the meeting 
in our village hall. 

sponge (spunj) (1) n. (a) The soft skeleton {see skeleton) of a 
kind of sea animal. It holds water easily* and is much used 
for washing. (6) A kind of soft cake. (2) o. To wash with 
a sponge. Ex. To sponge baby*s face, 
spool n. A reel {see reel) on whidh thread is wound, 
sport n. A game played in the open air; hunting and fishing 
are called sports too. 

spouse (spowze) n. A husband or wife. Ekuih one is the spouse 
of the other. 

spout n. The pipe or tube of the kettle from which the water 
pours is the spout. 

spradhi v. To injure a limb by twisting it. Ex. Mother sprained 
her ankle when she slipped down the step, 
sprat fi. A fish like a very small herring. 

spray (1) n. (a) A quantity of very small drops of liquid. 
Ex. When a wave of the sea brea^ on rocks it sends up a 
shower of spray, {b) A small branch with fiowers on it. 
Ex. A spray of apple blossom. (2) v. To scatter a liquid 
in this way. Ex. Father sprays the rose-bushes in dry 
weather. 

sprightly {sprite-le) adj. Lively and active. Ex. Grandmother 
is a sprightly old lady. 

spring (1) n. (a) A stream of water coming up from the earth. 
(5) One of the seasons of the year. It comes between winter 
and summer. (2) v. To leap or Jump, Ex. The cat sprang 
(past tense of spring) at the mouse, 
sprite n. A fairy. , 

sprout 0 . To begin to grow. Ex. The potatoes father planted 
have sprouted already. 

spruce (sptboce) (1) n. A kind of fir-tree. (2) adj. Very tidy 
and neatly dressed. Ex. John looked very spruce at church 
on Sunday. 

spur n. A sharp piece of metal fastened to 
the heel of a horseman’s boot. The 
horse moves faster when it is pricked 
by a spur. 

squabble {skwobA) o. To quarrel in a childish 

way. Ex. Tommy and Harry were squabbling about which 
of them was to ride the tricycle {see tricycle), 
squad (skwod) n. A small group of men, especially troops {ses 
troop). Ex. A squad of men repaired the bridge, 
squadron (silnood-ron) n. A number of naval ships,' or aeroplanes, 
working together. 

squalid (siRooi-id) adj. Poor and dirty. Ex. The boy had come 
from a sqtudid home. He had lived in squalor («/^i-or). 
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squall (skwall) tt. (a) A sudden storm of wind* Ex. The little 
boat was overturned by a tqucM. (b) A loud cry. Ex. We 
heard a squaU from baby in his pram, 
squander (sAn^n-der) v. To spend in a careless and wasteful way. 

You might squander money or squander time, 
square (skware) n. Anything that is square has four sides of the 
same length. A table might be square, or a garden might 
be square. 

squash (skwash) (1) n. A drink made by squeezing the juice out 
of fruit. (2) V. To crush {see crush). Ex. The papers were 
Mqtiasked into a small bos. We squashed some oranges and 
drank the juice. 

squaw (skwaw) n. The wife of a North American Indian, 
squawk (skwawk) n. di v. A cry. To cry out. Ex. We heard 
a sqwawk. The little bird was squawking for food, 
squeak (skweek) n. its v. A small cry on a high note, such as 
the one made by a mouse. 

squeal (s'kweel) n. ds v. A cry louder than a squeak, expressing 
either pain or joy. Ex. Harry squealed with joy on Christmas 
morning. 

squeamish (skzoem-ish) adj. Easily inclined to feel sick. Ex. 

Mother is apt to feel squeamish in a small boat, 
squeeze (skweez) v. To press or crush. Ex. Mother squeezed a 
lemon and made a nice drink with the juice, 
squint (skwint) n. To look with eyes which cannot both look in 
the same direction at once. A person who does this is said 
to have a squint (n.). 

squire (skwire) n. A man who owns much land and a large 
house in the country. 

squirni (skwurm) v. To twist or mov^e uncomfortably. Ex, 
Harry squirmed when the splinter {see 
splinter) was being taken out of his 
finger. 

squirrel (skmr>rel) n. A small furry animal 
with long bushy tail, very active in 
climbing trees. 

stab n. To pierce with something sharp Squinel 

such as a dagger (see dagger), 
stable (stoy*bl) n. The shed in which a horse is kept, 
stack (1) n. (a) A tall chimney (see chimney), (b) A large pile 
or heap of something such as hay. (2) c. To make into a pile 
or heap. Ex. The lmy*s job was to siack the boxes in the shop. 
Stadium (s(ay-de-um) n. A large piece of enclosed ground {see 
enclose) in which races are run or games are played, 
staff (stahf) fi. (a) A stick such as that used by a shepherd, 
or a pole to which a flag can be fastened, (b) The group of 
people employed in a business, shop, school or large house, 
stag n. A male deer. 
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sta^6 n> The platform in a theatre, where the acting is done, 
stagger n. To walk unsteadily as if about to fall. 

'stagnant (si^-nant) adj. A pool of water which is not dean 
(and does not move like a stream) is said to be stagnant, 
stain (1) n. A mark, usually a dirty mark. (2) v. To make 
such a mark. Bx. The raspberries stained mother*s hands 
when she was making jam. 

stair fi. The steps by which you go from the lower part of a 
building to the upper part. You go upstairs. 
stake n. A stick with a sharp point. Ex. Father has tied the 
rose trees to stakes so that they will not be blown down, 
stale adj. Not fresh. Ex. Bread soon becomes stale, 
stalk (stawk) (1) n. The straight part of a plant, sometimes 
called the stem, from which the leaves or flowers grow. (2) v. 
To walk quietly towards a person or an animal so that they 
do not hear you coming. 

stall (stawl) n. (a) The part of a stable in which a horse is kept. 
(&) A table or bench from which things are sold at p market 
or a fair, (c) A seat near the stage in a theatre, 
stalwart (statd-wart) adj. Strong. Ex. James is a big stalwart 
fellow. 

stammer v. To hesitate in speaking, repeating one syllable (see 
syllable) instead of finishing the word, 
stamp c. (a) To strike the ground heavily with the foot. Ex. 
The horse was stamping in the stable. (&) To fix a postage 
stamp on to an envelope containing a letter, 
stampede (stam-peed) n. A sudden rush, espedally of animals 
such as bullocks when they are frightened, 
stand V. To be upright, on the feet. 

standard n. (1) The typical specimen or example (see these 
words) in any group Ex. The standard (a^’.) music fojr wed¬ 
dings is ** Here Comes the Bride.” (2) A particular grade. 
Ex. His work is of a high (or low) standard. (8) A flag, 
star n. Oilh of the shining bodies in the sky, visible (see visible) 
at night when it is dark, 

starboard n. The side of a ship that is on one^s right as one 
looks forward. 

starch n. A white substance (see substance) which is the chief 
part of flour, and is also contained in potatoes and rioe. 
One kind of starch is used for stiffening (see stiff) men*8 
collars, tablecloths and cotton dresses after they are washed, 
stare v. To look at some person or thing with wide-open eyes 
for a considerable time. 

starling n. A black bird, smaller than a crow, 
start V. (a) To begin. Ex. Mary has started to knit a pair of 
socks, (b) To make a sudden movement, from surprise or fear. 
Ex. Mother started when the door-bell rang so late at night, 
startle (start-l) v. To surprise or frnghten. 
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starve v. To be in great need of food, and in danger of dying 
for want of it. Ex. Travellers in the desert sometimes lose 
their way and are in danger of starving. They may diejof' 
starvation. 

state (1) n. (a) Condition. Ex. This carpet is in a bad state. 
It is nearly worn out, and needs mending. (6) A country or 
nation. Ex. In Britain the railways are now owned by the 
Slate. (2) V. To say. Ex. The headmaster stated that there 
would be a half-holiday next week, 
stately (s/atc-le) adj. Dignified, noble-looking. Ex. The Princess 
was tall and stately. 

statement (sfo/e-ment) n. What has been stated, or said in public. 

Ex. The Prime Minister made a statement about the new taxes, 
statesman n. A Member of Parliament who has an important 
position in the Government. Ex. Mr. Gladstone was a famous 
statesman in the time of Queen Victoria, 
station (stay-shon) n. A fixed spot or place, especially a place 
wheriB trains stop to allow passengers to alight (see alight) or 
to get pn to the train. 

stationary (.v/ny-shon-ar-e) adj. Staying in one place, not moving. 
Ex. Some farmers keep stationary engines for threshing the 
corn (see thresh). 

stationery (s/ay-shon-er-e) n. The materials for writing with, 
especially notepaper and envelopes (see notepaper and en¬ 
velope). A man who sells such things is a stationer. 
statuary (stat-yoo-ar-e) n. Statues. Ex. The statuary in the 
museum is interesting. 

Statue (sfa2-yoo) n. The figure of a person made in metal or stone. 
Ex. There is a famous statue of Nelson in Trafalgar Square, 
London. 

Staunch (stawnsh) adj. Faithful and fit to be trusted. Ex. He 
proved himself a staunch friend. 

steadfast (sted-fast) adj. Faithful, not changing. Ex. The Bible 
teaches us to be steadfast in trying to do what is i^ght. 
steady (sted-e) (1) adj. Firm, not moving. Ex. This table is 
not steady^ for one leg is shorter than the others. (2) u. To 
make or hold steady. 

steak (stake) n. A thick slice of meat or fish. 

Steal (steel) v. To take what belongs to someone else. Ex. One 
of the Commandments in the Bible is Thou shalt not steal.*' 
stealthy (stel-th/e) adj. Secret, sly, meant to deceive. Ex. The 
policeman heard a stealthy movement in a garden and went 
to find out what was happening. 

steam (steem) n. Water turned into gas by boiling. Tliis gas 
can be very powerful. A steam-engine is an engine which is 
driven (made to move) by steam. A ship which is moved 
by the power of steam is a steam-ship or steamer. 
steed n. A horse which carries a rider. 
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steel n. Iron that has been made specially hard and strong. 

Ex. Many knives and saws are made of steel. 

•steep (1) €uij, A road that goes up or down sharply is said to 
“dc steep. Ex. A steep hill is difficult to climb. (2) o. To 
soak {see soak). Ex. Mother lets the clothes steep all night 
before she washes them. 

steeple {steep-\) n. The tall tower, especially of a church, 
steer n. A young bullock not more than four years old. 
steer v. To make a boat, aeroplane or car move in a certain 
direction. Ex. When a ship is coming into harbour {see har¬ 
bour) it has to be steered very carefully, 
stem n. See stalk. 

stench (stensh) n. An unpleasant smell. Ex. There was a terrible 
stench from the farm pond in the hot weather, 
stern (1) n. The back end of a ship or boat. (2) adj. Having 
a serious and severe expression or manner. Ex. The head¬ 
master looks very stern if we are naughty, 
stew (st-yoo) v. To cook meat or vegetables slowly jn water. 

Food cooked in this way is called a stew (n.). 
steward {stew-ard) n. {a) The man who attend.s to the food and 
comfort of the passengers {see passenger) on a ship, (b) One 
who manages an estate {see estate) for the owner, 
stiff adj. Difficult to bend or move. Ex. Father’s leg is stijf and 
he has difficulty in walking. The window is stiff and mother 
cannot open it. To make a thing stiff is to stiffen it. Ex. 
Father’s collars are stiffened with starch {see starch), 
stifle (siy-fl) V, To deprive {see deprive) of fresh air. To kill in 
this way. Ex. John almost stifled his rabbits by closing the 
lid of their box. 

stile n. A step or steps to help people to climb over a wall or fence, 
stiletto (stil-ef-to) n. A sharp dagger {see da^er). . 

still (1) adj. Quiet, peaceful, without movement. Ex. A warm, 
still afternoon. Baby is never still except when he is asleep. 
(2) advf Even now. Ex. Do you still mean to go abroad? 
{See abroad.) 

sting (1) n. The sharp organ {see organ) which some insects, 
such as bees and wasps, have. With this organ they can prick 
and injure other insects or human beings. (2) o. To prick 
in this way. 

stingy (sfin-je) adj. Mean, selfish, the opposite of generous {see 
generous). A person is said to be stingy when he dislikes 
giving anything away, especially money, 
stipend (sfy-pend) n. The salary, especially of a magistrate or 
clergyman {see both these words), 
stir (1) n. Excitement or much moving about. Ex. There is 
always a great stir in the town on market day. (2) n. {a) To 
miv something, especially with a spoon, (h) To move. Ex. 
Don’t stir from that seat till I come back. 
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stirrup («<t-rup) n. A metal nag, hung from the saddle of a 
horse, in which the rider puts his foot to steady 
himself (see steady). 

Stitch n. One loop {see loop) made in sewing or 
knitting. 

stoat n. A small wild animal which hunts and kills 
rabbits, rats and mice. 

stock n. A quantity or supply. Ex, Mother keeps a 
Btoeh of jam in the pantry {see pantry). 

Stodgy {stodj-e) adj. (a) Heavy or difficult to digest Stir«q> 
{see digest). Ex. Thick porridge is stodgy, {b) 

Dull. Ex. A person is said to stodgy when he is not lively 
or much interested in any kind of amusement. 

stoke V. To put coal or other fuel {see fuel) on a fire or stove. The 
stoker on a ship or railway engine keeps the engine fires going. 

stole (1) n. (a) A lady's scarf or wrap made of fUr. (6) The silk 
band wliich clergymen wear round the shoulders. (2) o. 
Pa St .tense of steal. 

stolid {stol-id) adj. A person who is dull and not easUy amused 
is said to be stolid. 

stomach {stum-ok) n. The part of the body in which food is 
digested (see digest). 

stool n. A small chair which has no back to lean against. 

Stoop V. To bend. Ex. When people grow old, their shoulders 
are inclined to stoop. Father has to stoop when he enters the 
low door of the cottage. 

stopper n. The small cork or glass knob (see knob) which closes 
the neck of a bottle. 

store (1) n. (a) A collection of things kept together. Ex. A store 
of jam or of coal, (b) A shop in which goods of different 
sorts are kep^n order to be sold. (2) c. To collect and 
keep things for use in the future. Ex. Father is storing the 
potatoes be has grown in the garden. 

Storey (stor-e) n. The rooms in a house or other bifflding which 
are aU on the same floor or level. Many bouses have two 
storeys, but large buildings, especially in America, may have 
twenty or thirty or more storeys. 

Stork n. A large bird with long legs and long beak, well known 
in northern Europe. 

storm n. Bad weather such as strong wind, or heavy rain or 
snow or thunder and lightning, or any of these together. A 
stormy sea is one that has large waves caused by wind. 

Stout (stowt) adJ. A stout person is a fat person. A stout heart 
is a brave heart. 

Stove ft. A sort of metal box or case containing a fire, for heating 
or cooking. Ex. Our kitchen stove gives out great heat. 

stow (stoh) D. To pack or put in a suitable place. Ex. The 
fishermen stowed plenty of food in their boat before they sailed. 
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stowaway (sto-a-way) n. A person who hides away in a ship so 
as to travel without paying his fare. 

Straight (strate) adj. Direct, not bent or curved (see all these 
words). You might draw a straight line, or walk along a 
straight road. To gu straight home means to go home with¬ 
out delay (see delay). To make straight is to straighten. Eat. 
Mother straightened the bent pih. To be straightJorvDard is to 
be firank and honest. 

strain (1) n. The tired feeling which is a result of straining or 
making a great el^ort. Ex. Mother suffered from the strain 
of nursing baby when he had measles. (2) v. (a) To stretch 
or make the greatest use of or make a great effort. Ex. You 
might strain your ears to hear a faint sound, (b) To put 
through a sieve (see sieve). Ex. Mother always strains the 
tea to get rid of the tea-leaves. 

strait (strate) n. A narrow pi^ce of water between two seas. Ex. 
The Straits of Gibraltar are between the Mediterranean Sea 
and the Atlantic Ocean. 

strand n. A cord or string, or one of the cords which are twisted 
together to make a rope. 

strange (straynj) adj. (a) Remarkable or unusual. Ex. lie told 
us a strange story, (b) Unknown, not seen before. Ex. Baby 
cried when he woke up in a strange room. A person whom 
one does not know is said to be a stranger. 

strangle (strang-g\) v. To choke (see choke) by gripping the neck 
very tightly. 

strap n. A narrow baud of leather. Straps are often used for 
holding books together or for fastening luggage. 

stratagem (shrot-a-jem) n. A clever plan, especially one that 
deceives other people. Ex. The spy got into the enemy’s 
camp by a strai^em. 

straw n. The dried stalk (see stalk) of corn after all the grain 
has beeh removed. Ex. Summer hats are often made of strata. 

strawberry (siraw-her-e) n. A sweet red fruit, growing close to 
the ground and very good to eat. 

stray (1) v. To wander. Ex. Tell Tommy not to stray from the 
path in the wood. (2) adj. Ex. We found a stray dog that 
had wandered from its home and got lost. 

stream (1) n. A small river. (2) v. To flow or come out like 
a stream. Ex. After the concert, the people streamed out of 
the hall. 

streamer n. A long ribbon or narrow flag. 

stream-lined adj. A car or railway engine is stream-lined when 
it is shaped with a smooth outline and has few parts sticking 
out to catch the wind. 

strength n. The quality of being strong. To strengthen is to 
make stronger. Ex. The bottom of the boat had to be 
strengthened after it was damaged by the storm. 
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stretch v, (a) To make longer or wider by pulling out. Ex. 
Mary’s new gloves had to be stretched before she could put 
them on. (b) To reach or hold out. 

Er. Harry stretched out his hand for a 
piece of cake. 

stretcher {stretch~&) n. An arrangement 
of cloth over poles, on which an injured 
or sick person can lie and be carried 
away. 

strew (stroo) v. To spread or scatter. Ex. In olden days people 
used to strew rushes on their floors instead of having carpets 
or rugs. 

strict adj. Paying great attention to rules. Ex. The English 
master is very strict^ and allows no talking in his class, 
stride (1) n. A long step. (2) o. To walk with long steps, 
strife n. Quarrelling {see quarrel) or fighting. Ex. Some hun¬ 
dreds of years ago there used to be frequent {see frequent) 
sfn/c’between the Scots and the English, 
strike v. (a) To hit, or knock against. You might strike a ball, 
or one of your friends, or strike a match against the match¬ 
box. (6) When a clock rings a bell at each hour, we say it 
strikes the hours, (c) To stop work in order to get higher 
wages or fewer hours of work. When workers do this, we 
say they go on strike (n.). (d) We also say “ It strikes me ” 

meaning ** I think ”. Ex. It strikes me that I have heard 
that story before. 

striking (s^ri/re-ing) adj. Remarkable, very noticeable. Ex. 

There is a striking likeness between these two brothers, 
string n. Cord or very thin rope. Ex. Tie the parcel with 
siijng. 

strip (1) n. A long narrow piece of any material. Ex. Mother 
put a strip of clean cotton on Tommy’s cut finger. (2) v. 
{a) To take or pull off. Ex. The workmen stripped the old 
paper off the walls, {b) To undress. Ex. Harry stripped 
quickly and had a bathe, 
stripe n. A strip of a different colour {see strip), 
stripling n. A boy who is not quite old enough to be called a 
man. 

strive v. To try very hard. Ex. John is striving to become a 
good swimmer. 

strode c. Past tense of stride (see stride). 

stroke (1) n. (a) The act of striking. Ex. A good stroke in golf 
or cricket. (6) A mark made by a pencil or pen. (2) c. To 
rub gently with the hand, as one strokes a cat. 
stroll (strole) v. To walk in a quiet way, for pleasure. A walk 
taken in this way is a stroll {n.). 

ftrong adj. Powerful {see power). Ex. The cart was drawn by 
two strong horses. 
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stronghold n. A strong castle or fortress (see fortress). Eas, 
There are many ruins of ancient stronghold round the coast 
of Great Britain. 

strop (1) n. A leather strap used for sharpening a razor {see sharp 
and razor). (2) v. To sharpen a razor in this way. 
structure (struk-t^wr) n. A building (see build), 
struggle (strug-l) v. To try hard or make a great effort. Ex. 
The farmer was stru^ling to save a sheep that had fallen into 
the pond. He had a hard struggle (n.). 
stubble (stu6-l) n. The short stalks left in the ground after the 
ears of corn have been cut. 

stud n. A kind of button used to fasten the collar of a man's shirt, 
student (stew-dent) n. One who studies {see study) especially at 
a university. 

studio (stew-di-o) n. The room in which an artist or photographer 
works. 

studious (stew-di-\is) adj. Fond of studying and learning {see 
study). • 

study (stud-e) (1) n. The room in which one studies. Ex. The 
minister's study has book-cases on every wall. (2) v. To 
give one’s mind to reading and learning from books. Ex. 
John will have to study hard if he means to be a doctor, 
stuff (1) n. {a) Cloth. Ex. Father has chosen a piece of nice 
stuff for his new overcoat, {b) Almost any collection of things 
can be called stuff. Ex. Carry this stiff upstairs for me. 
Wliat is all this stuff in your cupboard ? (2) v. To fill with 

something. Ex. To stuff a cushion with feathers; to stiff 
your handkerchief into your pocket. In museums one sees 
stuffed birds and animals which almost look alive, 
stuffing n. I'he material used for filling anything. Ex. The 
stuffing of a cushion ; the savoury stuffing of a roasted 6hicken. 
stuffy adj. Having no fresh air. Ex. The room felt stuffy until 
father topened a window. 

stumble o. To trip (see trip) and almost fall. Ex. The old lady 
stumbled when crossing the street, 
stump n. (a) One of the wooden posts used in cricket. (6) The 
part of anything left after the rest has been cut or broken off. 
Ex. The stump of a tree or of a pencil, 
stun V. To make unconscious {see conscious) by a blow or shock 
of some kind. Ex. James was stunned when the cricket ball 
struck his head, but he soon recovered, 
stung V. Past tense of sting {see sting). 

stupefy (stew-pe-fy) v. To make dull, sleepy, or almost uncon¬ 
scious {see conscious) with a drug, or alcohol {see alcohol) or 
poison. 

stupendous (stew-pen-dus) ad/. Very big or amazing (se< 
amazed). One might speak of stupendous mountains or 
stupendous news. 
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stupid («teto-pid) adj. Not clever or inteUigent. Slow to learn. 
Eae. It is ttupid to cross a street without watching the traffic 
(see traffic) in both directions. 

sturdy (s(ur-de) €uij. Strong and healthy. Ex. Tommy is very 
sturdy, and soon recovered from the measles, 
sturgeon (stur-jon) n. A large fish, 
stutter D. To stammer (see stammer). 

sty n. (a) A shed built for pigs to live in. (6) A painful siselling 
(see swell) on the eyelid. 

style n. A fashion (see fashion) or way of doing anjrthing. Ex, 
Some famous golfers have an awkward (see awkward) style of 
hitting the ball. 

stylish (style-ish) euij. Fashionable (see fashion). Ex. Aunt Mary 
has bought a stylish new hat. 

sub is a prefix which usually means under or below. Ex, A sub- 
marine is a warship which moves under the sea. 
subdue (sub-d^) v. To conquer (see conquer) or get the better 
of. Ex, William the Conqueror subdued the English after the 
Battle of Hastings in 1066. 

subject (su6-ject) n. (a) One who is under authority (see author¬ 
ity) of another. Ex. We are all sut^ects of the Queen. (6) The 
subject of a sentence or of a speech or lecture or book is the 
person or thing spoken or written about, 
sublime (sub-Ume) odj. Noble or magnificent. Ex, The bravery 
of our soldiers and sailors is often sublime, 
submarine n. A warship which travels under the sea. 
submerge (anh-merj) v. To be completely under water. Ex. The 
rock was submerged when the tide came in. We say that a 
submarine submerges when it dives below the surface of the 
sea. 

submit (sub-mif) v. To give way to or yield (see yield). Ex. 
When Tommy had toothache (see toothache) he had to submit 
to having his tooth taken out. • 

subscribe v. To agree to something by signing one's name, 
especially to promise a payment for something. Ex. All the 
boys have subscribed to the fiind (see fund) for a present to 
the headmaster. They have paid a subsenpHon (sub-shrip- 
shon) of a shilling each. 

substance (suh-stanoe) n. The material of which anything is 
made, or a thing itself which has qualities of its own. Ex. 
Sugar is a substancCt so is wood, and so is sand, 
substantial (sub-shm-sl^) adj. Strong, solid (see solid), large. 
Ex, Father has built a stJbskaUial t^ed to hold our bicycles. 
John ate a substantial dinner. 

substitute (su6-Bti«tewt) (1) n. A person or thing put, or used, 
in place of another. iSk Saccharin (see saccharin) is a useftil 
suMitute for sugar in cooking. You can substitute (o.) it for 
sugar. 
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subterranean («ii6-ter-ray-ne-an) otf/. Under the ground. Ex, 
There are many svbterranean railways in London. 

■subtle (suM) adj. Clever in an unexpected way. Em. Uncle 
Henry plays a mubth game of chess, 
subtract v. To take away a part from the rest. Em. If I subtract 
two apples from five, three are left, 
suburb (si^urb) n. The district on the outlying part of a town, 
between town and country. Em. Hampstead is one of the 
subuHta of London. It is a suburban (sub-urfr-an) district, 
subway n. A road or path underground. 

succeed (suk-seed) v. (a) To follow after. Em. King Edward VII 
succeeded Queen Victoria, or succeeded to the thmne of Queen 
Victoria. (5) To get on well, and manage to do what one 
wanted to do. Em. John succeeded in swimming 100 yards. 
To succeed is to have success (suk-sess) or to be successful. 
successor (suk-sess-or) n. One who succeeds another. King 
Edward Vll was Queen Victoria’s successor. 
succour (suk-ur) v. d> n. Help. Em. The life-boat men succoured 
the sailors in the sinking ship. They brought succour (n.) 
just in time. 

suck V. To draw into the mouth as one sucks an orange, 
suckle (suck-1) v. To feed the young with mother’s milk, 
sudden adj. Quick, not expected. Em. A sudden thunderstorm 
gave us a fright. It came on so suddenly. 
suds fi. Soapy waner. 

sue (boo) V. To plead or ask for. Em. The beaten enemy sued 
for peace. 

suet (.900-et) n. The hard fat found in some meat and used for 
cooking. 

suffer V. To bear pain. Ex. Tommy is suffering from tooth¬ 
ache. , 

suffice (suf-T/cc) r. To be enough. Em. One pound of flour will 
suffice for making a small loaf of bread. It will be sufftcient 
(suf-isif-ent). 

suffocate (su/-o-kate) v. To kill by depriving of air (see deprive). 
Em. When a house is on fire, people are sometimes suffocated 
by smoke. 

suffrage (suf-rage) n. The right to vote for Members of Parlia¬ 
ment. Ex. Everyone over twenty-one years of age has the 
suffrage, 

suggest (suj-esf) V. To advise or to make a person consider an 
idea (see consider). Em. The headmaster suggests that John 
should learn French. He made this suggestion (suj-esf-yon). 
suicide (j?oo-i-side) n. ITie act of killing oneself, 
suit (sewt) (1) n. A coat, vest and trousers for a man, or a coat 
and skirt for a woman. (2) v. To please or to satisfy or be 
convenient. Em. Father said it would not suit him to take 
bis holiday in August. 
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suitable (se«el-a>bl) adj, CSonvenient or correct or satisfactory 
(see satisfy). Ex, Lucy*s cotton dress was not suitable for such 
a cold day. The doctor said 2 o'clock would be a suitable 
time for us to call on him. 

suitcase (semi-case) n. A case in which clothes are carried when 
travelling. 

suite (sweet) n. (a) A set of furniture for one room, (b) A set 
of rooms. Ex, The Queen's suite in the Palace, 
suitor (setei-or) n. A man who asks a woman to marry him. 
sulky (sulk-e) adj. Silent because of bad temper, 
sullen odj. Inclined by nature to be sulky (see sulky). 

Sultan (sul-tan) n. The name given to the ruler or Idng of some 
eastern countries. His wife is the Sultana (sul-tob-na). 
sultana (sul-ioA-na) n. A kind of raisin (see raisin), 
sultry (suU-re) €ulj. Very hot and damp (referring to weather). 

The air often feels sultry before a thunderstorm, 
summary (sum-ar-e) n. A short statement of facts without 
details. Ex. We were told to write a short summary of any 
book we had read this year. 

summer-hduse n. A small house or room built in the garden, 
in which one can sit in summer. 

summit (sum-it) n. The highest point, especially of a mountain. 

Ex. It is a hard climb to the summit of Snowdon in Wales, 
summon v. To send for. Ex. The General summoned his officers 
to discuss plans for the battle. 

sumptuous (sump-tew-us) adj. Grand, expensive. Ex, You 
might have a sumptuous ffinner or see a room furnished in 
a sumptuous way. 

Sunday n. The first day of the week, 
sun-dial n. A dial (see dial) marked with the 
hours, on which the sun casts a shadow and 
indicates (see indicate) the time, 
sundry adj. Several of different kinds. Ex. I 
had to buy sundry things when I was out 
this morning. Harry keeps lots of sundries 
in his pockets. 

sunstroke (sun-stroke) n. An illness, or bad head¬ 
ache, caused by exposing (see expose) oneself to a very hot sun. 
superb (soo-perb) adj. Beautiful, magnificent, very fine in any 
way. We can speak of a superb view (see view), sunset, 
picture or flowers or an3rthing we admire very much, 
superfluous (soo-per-fioo-us) adj. Not needed; more than 
enough. Ex. Father gave away his superfluous potatoes as 
he had grown too many. 

superintend (soo-per-in-tend) v. To look after or manage any 
sort of work. One who does this is a superintendent (tu-per- 
in-tend-ent). Ex. The superintendent of police in our district 
is a kindly man. 
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superior <soo-pcer-c-or) adj. Higher, better in quality. Ex. 

Father has now got a supeiioT position in his office, 
•supernatural (soo-per-nai-yoo-ral) adj. Not according to the 
laws of nature. A thing that cannot be explained in any 
natural way is said to be supernatural. Ex. Stories about 
ghosts are stories about supernatural events (see event), 
superstition (soo-per-sttsi^-on) n. Belief in supernatural (see 
supernatural) events. People who have superstitions are 
superstitious^ and they usually suffer from fears of many 
kinds. Ex. There is a superstition which makes some people 
afraid of walking under a ladder. 

supervise (soo-per-vise) v. To superintend (see superintend). 

Ex. Mother supervises our home-work every evening, 
supplant (sup-lant) v. To take the place that belonged to 
another. Ex. In the Bible story of Jacob and Esau, Jacob 
supplanted his brother. 

supple (sup-I) adj. Able to bend easily. The word is often 
applied to the human body. Ex. She has a supple body and 
does her exercises well. 

supplement (sup-le-ment) n. Something added. Ex. Our 
school magazine had a supplement last summer, dealing 
chiefly with cricket. 

supplement (sup-le-menf) v. To add something. Ex. Mother 
supplemented our food for the picnic by giving us some lovely 
cherries. 

supply (sup-%) V. To give or sell for use. Ex, Our grocer sup¬ 
plies us with dog biscuits. We get a supply (n.) of them 
every month, 

support (sup-or() (1) n. Help. Ex. The lame man needed the 
supjMTt of a stick. (2) v. (a) To bold up. Ex. The ta'ble is 
supported by four legs. (6) To provide for (see provide). Ex. 
Our aunt, who is a widow, works hard to support her two 
children. 

suppose (shp-ose) v. To think or believe to be true. Ex. I did 
not see Mary at the lecture, but I suppose she was there. 
Supposing is sometimes used in the sense of if. Ex. What 
will you do supposing you miss the train ? 
supreme (sew-preem) adj. Highest or greatest. Ex. The Queen 
is the supreme ruler of our country, 
sure (shoor) adj. Certain, having no doubt (see doubt). Ex. I 
am sure this is the pencil I lost yesterday, 
surf n. Waves of the sea breaking on rocks ot shore, 
surface (sttr-face) n. The upper or outside skin of anything. Ex. 

The surface of the silver teapot had been scratched, 
surgeon (sur-jon) u. A doctor who cures or relieves illnesses not 
by giving medicines but by operations (see operate). AU such 
work is surgical (sur-ji-cal) and the instruments used the 
surgeon are surgical instruments. 
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tvrgery (sur-jer-re) n. (a) The work done by s surgeon. (6) The 
room in which a doctor gives treatment or advice to his 
patients (see patience). 

surly (s«r-le) adj. Bad-tempered, rude, quarrelsome (see quarrel), 
surname (sur-name) n. The last name of a person, i.e. the family 
name. Ex. William Smith's surname is Smith, 
surpass (sur-poss) v. To be beyond or better than. Ex. John 
surpasses James in Arithmetic, but James is better in French, 
surplice (sur-plis) n. The white garment (see garment) worn in 
church by clergymen and choir-boys (see choir), 
surplus (sur-plus) n. What is left over and is not needed. Ex. 
Father grew sc many cabbages, that he gave the suiplus of 
them to friends. 

surprise (sur-prize) n. Something unusual or unexpected or the 
feeling caused by this. Ex. The snow yesterday morning was 
a turprise to the children. It surprised (v.) them, 
surrender (sur-ren-der) v. To give in after being defeated (see 
defeat). Ex. After the battle, the enemy troops all sur¬ 
rendered. 

surround t>. To be all round. Ex. The children surrounded the 
man who was selling ice-cream at the fair. The house is 
surrounded by a pretty garden. 

survey (sur-vay) v. To look at or look over. Ex. We surveyed 
the countryside from the top of the hilL 
survive (sur-cive) v. To live after. Ex. A soldier mi;;;ht survive 
his wounds, or a husband might survive his wife, 
suspect (sus-pskf) v. To be inclined to believe something without 
having certain knowledge. Especially to think a person may 
be guilty of having done some wrong. Ex. Father suspects that 
if was the boy next door who picked all our apples off the tree, 
suspend (sus-pend) u. (a) To hang from above. Ex. In the farm¬ 
house kitchen, bunches of onions were suspended from the 
ceiling (see ceiling), (b) To stop for a time. Ex. The sailing 
of the ferry-boat was suspended during the fog (see ferry), 
suspenders (sus-pend-ers) n. Elastic supports (see support) for 
stockings. 

suspense (sus-pense) ». Anxiety (see anxious) while waiting for 
news of what has happened Ex. The late arrival of the 
aeroplane kept us in great suspense. 
sustain (sus-tone) v. To keep up, support. Ex. During their 
long march, the men were sustained by tinned food and choco¬ 
late. Their courage was sustained by the cheerfrilness of the 
younger members of the party, 
sustenance (tas-ten-ance) n. F(^. 

swallow (sr^-o) (1) n. A small bird with forlnsd tall, which 
comes to this country only during the summer months. (8) v. 
Tb allow food or drink to pass down the throat into the 
stomach. 
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swamp (swomp) n. A bog or marsh (see both these words). Ex, 
There are many large swamps in Burma, 
swan (swon) n. A large and powerful bird, 
with long graceful neck, to be found chiefly 
on lakes and rivers. 

swarm (swarm) (1) n. A great number of 
insects such as bees, midges or ants. (2) o. 

To come together in great numbers like 
a swarm. Ex. Children swarmed all over 
the beach on Bank Holiday, 
swarthy (sroazor-thee) adj. Having a very dark skin. Ex. Gipsies 
are very often swarthy. 

sway (1) n. Rule or power. Ex. The British held sway in India 
for over 100 years. (2) o. To move from side to side. Ex. 
The branches of the apple tree swayed in the wind, 
swear (sware) v. (a) To promise solemnly (see solemn). Ex. The 
young thief swore (past tense of swear) that he would never 
steal anything again. (6) To use bad language, 
sweat (swet) n. A natural moisture (see moist) which* rises on the 
skin after hard bodily work, or in hot weather. This is called 
perspiration (pers-pir-ay>Bhon), and to sweat (n.) is to perspire, 
sweater (swei-er) n. A thick knitted garment, 
sweep (1) n. A man who sweeps chimneys. (2) o. To clean by 
using a bnish. Ex. To sweep the floor, 
swell o. To grow larger. Ex. If you soak (see soak) rice in water 
it swells. A swelling is a lump on some part of the body, 
such as one on the gum (see gum) caused by a bad tooth, 
swelter v. To feel very hot and to sweat (see sweat), 
swerve v. To turn aside. Ex. The ball swerved just as the bats¬ 
man was about to hit it. • 

swift (1) n. A bird very like a swallow (see swallow). (2) lu^’. 

Quack. Ex. John is a very swift runner, 
swim V. To move in water by using the arms and legs. Fishes 
swim by using their fins (see fin). 

swindle (sioin-dl) v. To cheat (see cheat). A swindle (n.) is 
something that has been done dishonestly (see dishonest), 
svdne n. Pigs. A swineherd is a man who looks after pigs as 
a shepherd looks after sheep. 

switch n. (a) A broom for sweeping. (6) A small handle for 
turning electric current on or off. 
swoon o. To faint (see faint). 

sword (sord) n. A weapon (see weapon) like a very long knife 
formerly carried by soldiers in war. 
syllable (sil-a-bl) n. A part of a word which can be pronounced 
separately. Ex. The word sep-a-rate4y has four syllables. 
syllabus (sif-a-bus) n. A written or printed plan of work or 
lectures. Ex. The syllabus of our English lessons for this 
term includes three of Shakespeare*s plays. 
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symbol (sim-bol) n. An emblem (see emblem). Ex, When a king 
is crowned, the crown is a symbol of his being appointed to 
rule over the nation. 

sympathetic (stfn-pa><^<-ik) adj. Having a kindly feeling for 
someone who is in trouble. To have this kindly feeling is to 
sympathise^ to show sympathy (stm>pa-thee). Ex. Our neigh- 
l^urs were very sympathetic when Tommy was ill. 
symptom (simp-tom) n. A sign, especially of illness. Ex. A 
gumboil is a symptom of a decaying tooth (see decay), 
synagogue (sin-a-gog) n. A Jewish church or place of worship 
(see worship). 

syrup (sir-up) n. A thick sweet liquid made from sugar, 
system (sts-tem) n. A scheme or plan. Ex. Scientists (see 
science) have helped farmers to try out new systems of growing 
crops. 



T 

tabby n. A cat with dark brown and grey stripes, 
table (toy-bl) n. (a) A piece of furniture having a flat ^lurface 
and usually with four legs. It is used in houses for working 
or having meals on. (b) A list of facts or dates or numbers, 
such as the multiplication table or the Table of Contents at 
the beginning of a book. 

tableau (<<^-lo) n. A group of people arranged and remaining in 
one position to represent a picture. Ex. On Christmas Eve 
the children made a beautiful tableau of the Child Christ in 
the stable with his Mother and the Wise Men. 
tablespoon n. The largest size of spoon used at table, 
tablet (tab-let) n, (a) A flat piece of wood, metal or stone flxed 
to a wall and having an inscription on it (see inscription). 
(b) A piece of soap is sometimes called a tablet, and medicine 
is sometimes put into tablets which look like small sweets, 
tack n. A small nail with a flat head, such as is used for nailing 
down carpets. 

tackle (tok-1) (1) n. Tools or whatever is needed for some special 
purpose. Ex. Fiahing-tackle consists of rods, baskets, nets, 
and bait. (2) v. (a) To try hard to do something. Ex. 
Mother says she must tackle a lot of sewing to-night. (6) To 
tackle in football means to try to take the ball away from 
one of the other players. 

tact n. To have tact is to be able to do or say the right thing 
when there is some difficulty. If a person has tact he is said 
to be tactful. Em. It was tactful of father not to complain 
when our neighbour’s dog destroyed the flowers he had just 
planted. 
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tactics n. The best way of arranging or doing somethingf 
especially the best way of using men and guns in war. 

. tadpole n. A very young frog or toad just 
hatched from ^e egg {set hatch), 
tailor {tailrOT) n. One who makes suits of 
clothes, especially for men. 
taint V. Food that is tainted is food that has 
begun to decay (see decay). Ex, The butter 
was tainted and we could not eat it. 
tale n. A story. Ex, All children love tix\vy-tales. 
talent (tal-ent) n. The ability {see ability) to do something well. 

Ex, James has a talent for drawing, 
talkative (/azc/c-a-tiv) adj. Inclined to talk a great deal. Ex. 

Nancy was told that she was too talkative in class, 
tallow {tal-o) n. A kind of fat. Ex. Candles used to be made 
of tallow. 

talon {tal-on) n. The sharp claw {see claw) of a bird of 
prey {see prey). Ex. An eagle can carry off a l^mb in its 
talons, 

tame adj. An animal that is said to be tame is *one that is 
naturally wild but has become accustomed to man. Ex. 
There are tame elephants in the zoo on whose backs children 
can have rides. These elephants have been tamed {v.). 
tan (1) n. The brown colour which one gets from the sun. Sun¬ 
burn. (2) V. To make animal skin into leather. One who 
does this is a tanner. 

tandem adj. A tandem bicycle is one which has two seats, one 
behind the other. A carriage is said to be tandem when it 
is drawn by two horses, one behind the other, 
tangerine (ton-jer-een) n. A small sweet kind of orange. * 
tangle (tong-gl) n. To twist untidily or mix up. Ex. The kitten 
played with mother's knitting wool and tangled it up. 
tank n. (a) A large box or vessel for holding water, oil or other 
liquid. ^ Ex. We have a tank for rain water at our back door. 
(6) An armed vehicle {see veliicle) wliich can move over very 
rough country, used in war. 
tankard n. A large drinking cup or jug. 

tantalise (/an-ta-lize) v. To tease someone by offering something 
pleasant but preventing him from getting it. Ex, 

In olden days prisoners were chained in their cells 
and tantalised by having food placed just out of 
their reach. 

tantrum (fan-trum) n. A display {see display) of 
bad temper. Ex. Nancy sometimes has tardrvms 
but they do not last long. 

tap n. A short pipe by which water or any liquid can 
be run off as wanted. Ex. Baths usually have 
taps for hot and cold water. Tap 
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tap V. To hit or strike gentty. Ex. Father tapped me on the 
shoulder when it was time for us to go. 
tape n. A long narrow strip of cotton cdoth. 
taper {tape-et) (1) n. A very thin candle. (2) v. To become 
thinner gradually towards the end. Ex. Elephants* tusks 
taper to a point. 

tapestry (tap-es^tre) n. A heavy cloth with a pattern or picture 
worked into it, used for making curtains and chair covers, 
tar n. A thicks black, sticky liquid made from coal. Ex. The 
roof of the shed was painted with tar to make it waterproof 
(see waterproof). 

tardy (far-de) adj. Slow, late. Ex. John missed the first song 
because of his texdy arrival at the concert, 
target (tor-get) ti. Anything that is aimed at, either in shooting 
or in work. Ex. It you play darts, the dart-board is yo'ir 
target. 

tariff (to-rif) n. List of pricqs or charges such as is often found 
on th^ table of a restaunirt, 

tarnish v. .To become dull and badly coloured as stiver does 
when exposed for some time to the air. 
tarpaulin (tahr-pote-lin) n. A heavy waterproof material used 
for covering carts, railway trucks and boats, 
tarry (tore) v. To delay or linger on the way. This word is 
now old-fashioned and not much used (see fashion), 
tart (1) n. A flat pie with fruit in it. (2) adj. Having a sharp 
or bitter taste. Ex, The stewed rhubarb was too tart and 
needed a lot of sugar. To give a tart answer to a question 
means to give a sharp or rude answer, 
tartan (tor-tan) n. A woollen cloth with a pattern of stripes 
ctbssing each other, used for making Scottish kilts (see kilt), 
task (tahsk) n. A piece of work that has to be done. It might 
be an essay to write for school, or shopping to do for mother, 
tasty (tayst-e) adj. Having a pleasant taste. Ex, A tosfy pudding, 
tattoo (tat-oo) (1) n. (a) A tune beaten on a drum. ' (b) A show 
given by soldiers with bands playing. (2) u. To make a 
picture on a person's skin (usually his arm or his chest) by 
pricking it with a needle and then rubbing colours into tlw 
outline. Ex. Sailors used to like having an anchor tattooed 
on their arms. 

taught (tawt) v. Past tense of teach. 

tount u. To mock or jeer (see these words). Ex. One of the boys 
taunted Harry because he could not swim very for. 
tavern (tov-ern) n. See public house. 

tawdry (toie-dree) adj. Clothes or ornaments are said to be 
tawd^ when they pretend to be grand and attractive but 
are reelly of bad qu^ty and no value (see these words), 
taxi n. A motor-car which can be hired by any passenger (see 
passenger). 
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teach o. Showing, or telling, a person how to do something. Em. 

We must Uach baby to talk properly, 
teacher n. A person who teaches. Often one who teaches chil¬ 
dren at school. Bm. Did your teacher show you how to do 
your sums ? 

team n. (a) Two or more horses pulling a vehicle or machine, 
(d) A group of people acting together either in a game or at 
work. 

tear (teer) n. A drop of water whidh eomes from the eye, caused 
by some strong feeling, usually sorrow. To be tearful is to 
be inclined to go on weeping (see weep), 
tear (tair) v. To pull apart or pull to pieces. Ex. Our puppy 
tried to tear the curtain with its teeth (see curtain), 
tease (teeze) o. To annoy (see annoy) or make fun of. Em. 
Harry was teased when he first went to school because his 
hair was curly and not cut very idiort. 
tedious (fee-de-us) adj. A thing (tt may be a piece of work or 
an outing or a game) is said to be tedious when it* lasts too 
long, is not interesting and nmirss one feel tired. Em. We 
had to listen to a very tedunu speech at the meeting, 
teem v. (a) To be crowded. Em. The pond teems with frogs 
and tadpoles. (A) To rain heavily. Ex. The rain teemed 
down. 

teethe o. A child is said to be teething when its teeth are growing 
through the gums (eee gum). 

teetotal {tee-to-XxA) adj. Never thinking any beer, wines or spirits, 
tele {tel-e) is a prefix meaning far away, at a distance, 
telegram (frl-e-gram) n. A message sent by telegraph, 
telegraph (tei-e-graf) n. An diectrical instrument for sending 
quick messages over a long distance without speech, 
telephone (frf-e-fone) n. An electrical instru¬ 
ment which makes it posnble for people 
to speak to each other across a great 
distance. 

telescope (Idf-e-skope) n. An instrument 
which makes it possible to see things from 
a long way off. Em. Telescopes are much 
used at sea, and also by people who 
study the stars. 

television {tel-e-vi^-on) n. A televinion set 
is like a radio or wireless set, except that 
we see what is happening as well as 

hearing . Telescope 

temper n. A state of mind, such as a good 

temper or a bad temper. 

temperate (lem-per-ate) adj. Moderate (see moderate). Em.' 
Britain has a temperate elimate compared with the Aivfic’ 
regions or the tropics. 
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temperature (<m-per-a-tevn*) n. The amount of heat or cold in 
a place or in the human body, or in a liquid, 
tempest (tem-pest) n. A very bad storm including strong wind, 
temple n. A building used for worship (see worship), 
temporary (tem-por-a-re) adj. Lasting only for a time. Ex* 
Father has made a temporary hutch for the rabbits (see hutch) 
till he has time to build a better one. 
tempt 0 . To try to make a person do something which he ought 
not to do. Ex. Do not tempt Tommy to eat too many sweets 
or he will be ill. 

tenant (ten-emt) n. A persun who pays a rent (see rent) for using, 
or living in, a house or other building, 
tend 0 . (a) To look after or take care of. Ex. Nurses tend sick 

people, (b) To be inclined to. Ex. In December the weather 
tmds to become very cold. The weather has this tendency 
(ien-den-se) to become cold. 

tender adj. (a) Easily injured. Ex. Nancy has very tender skin 
and her face and hands suffer in frosty weather, (h) Soft and 
well choked. Ex. We had a tender chicken for dinner. A 
tender heart is a kind heart that feels pity for all who suffer 
Tenderness means gentleness, kindness, 
tennis n. A game played by two or four people with racquets, 
and balls. 

tenor (fen-or) adj. A tenor voice is a man's voice which can 
reach high notes when singing. One who has such a voice 
is called a tenor (n.). Ex. The Italian 
singer Caruso was a famous tenor. 
tent n. A shelter (see shelter) made of 
canvas (see canvas) stretched over poles 
and fastened with ropes. Ex. The Boy 
Scouts put up their holiday tent near a Tent 

stream. 

tepid (tep-id) adj. Not cold, slightly warm. Ex. Miry said her 
bath was only tepid to-night. 

term n. (a) A definite period of time such as the summer term 
at a school or college, (b) A word used as the name of a 
particular action or thing. Ex. Folar Region is a term applied 
to the region (see region) round either the North Pole or the 
South Pole, (c) A price or condition (see condition). Ex. 
Father is finding out the terms on which we can get a cottage 
for the holidays. 

terminate (ffr-min-ate) v. To finish or put an end to. Ex. The 
school year terminated with Speech Day and Prize-giving, 
terminus (fer-min-us) n. The end, usually of a railway or bus 
route (see route). Ex. Euston Station is a well-known London 
terminus. 

terrace (fer-as) n. (a) A row of houses joined together. (6) A 
raised lawn or paved path (see pave) beside a house or other 
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building. Ex. Members of Parliament can have tea on the 
terrace at the House of Commons, 
terrible (te-ribl) adj. Dreadful {see dread). Ex. There was 
a terrible storm in which several ships were wrecked (sef 
wreck). 

terrier (ter-e-cr) n. A small dog, such as a fox-terrier or cairn 
terrier. 

terrific (ter-n/-ik) adj. Terrible or huge (see huge). Ex. We 
watched terrific waves breaking on the rocks, 
terrify (/c-re-fy) v. To frighten (see fright). Ex. Our puppy 
terrified the ducks when he jumped into the pond, 
territory (te-ri-tor-e) n. Country or district or extent (see extend) 
of land. Ex. There is a great deal of territory in Africa covered 
by large forests. 

terror n. Fear or fright. Ex. Baby woke up in terror from a 
bad dream. 

test V. To try or examine. Ex. John tested his bicycle; tyre ff»r 
a puncture (see puncture). He made a test (n.) by putting it 
in water. 

testament ((esf-a-ment) n. A will (see will). The Old and New 
Testaments are the two parts that make up the Bible, 
testimonial (fesf-e-mo-ne-al) n. A written statement about a 
person’s character, describing his good qualities. Ex. The 
new school gardener brought good testimonials from his last 
Situation (see situation). 

tether (teth-Gr) v. To tie with a rope. Ex. The donkey was 
tethered to a gate. 

text n. (a) The words contained by a book. Ex. The text of this 
book amounts to 50,000 words. (6) A verse or phrase (see 
phrase) from the Bible. Ex. “ God is Love ” is a text. , 
text'book n. A book wliich teaches a certain subject. Ex. John 
has to get a new text-book for chemistry, 
thatched (tlMtsht) adj. A thatched roof is one which is made of 
carefully arranged straw (see arrange) instead of slates or tiles 
(see slate and tile). 

thaw (1) n. Wlien frost and snow disappear because of warmer 
weather, there is said to be a thaw. Ex. After the thaw, the 
streams became deep and fast. (2) v. To melt, usually 
referring to the melting of snow or ice. 
theatre (thee-a-Utr) n. (a) A building (see build) in which plays 
are acted, (b) The room in a hospital where operations arc 
performed (see operate). It is called the operating theatre. 
theft n. See tldef. 

theme n. The subject of a speech, play, book or film. Ex. The 
theme of many of Rudyard Kipling’s poems is his love for 
England. 

thence ado. From that place. Ex. We are going to London and 
thence to Brighton. 
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thermometer (ther-mom-e'ter) n. An instrument (see instm* 
ment) used for measuring temperature (see temperature). 
Em, Mother always tests the heat of baby's bath 
with a thermomder, 

thicken e. To make thicker. Em. Mother thickened the 
soup by adding flour to it. 

thicket n. A wood in which the trees and bushes grow 
very dose to each other. 

tfilef (theef) n. One who steals (see steal). The acticm 
of stealing or thieving is theft. Ex. Theft is a crime 
(see crime). 

thigh (thy) n. The thick part of the leg between the 
knee and the body. 

tiilmble n. A small metal cap worn on the middle 
finger to enable it to push a needle through cloth 
when sewing. 

thirst n. The desire to drink. One who feels Oiis need 
is Viirsty. 

thistle (<Ms4) w. A wild plant with priekly (shsip-edged) leaves 
and purj^ flowers, found growing in Adds. Hie thistle is 
the national emblem (see these wo^) of Scotland. 

thorn n. A prickle or sharp point found on the stems (see stem) 
of some roses and other plants. Ex. John found that the 
puncture (see puncture) in his bicyde tyre had been caused 
by a thorn. 

thorough (iAur-ro) adj. To be thorough in your work means to 
take trouble and care to do it well—^to do it thoroughly. Em, 
Mary dusted the dining-room thoroughly. 

thosoughfare (thur-o-fare) n. A road whi<^ is open at both ends 
imd leads somewhere. A road marked ** No ThoroughfiKre ” 
means that there is no way through. 

thoughtful (tltoiet-ful) adj. Thinking, espedally thinking of others 
in an unselfish way (see selfish). Ex. Mary is vury thouglUful 
and helps mother in many ways. The opposite of thoughtiRul 
is thoughtless. Ex. It was thoughtless of Harry to forget hU 
mother's birthday. 

thousand ((Ao«-zand) n. Ten hundreds. 

Uumah c. To beat with a stick or strap as a punishment (see 
punish). 

threadbare (thred-hare) n. Clothes are said to be threadbare 
when they ure very old and shabby (see shabby) and much 
worn. 

(thret) n. A promise of punishment (see punish) or injury 
(sie injure) of some kind. To make a threat is to threaten. 
Em. The English master threatened to punish the whole dass 
if there was any more noise* 

thresh u. To beat the grain out of com. Fanneni uanally da 
this with a threshing-madtine. 
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threshold (lAresA-hotd) n. The entrance to a house. Ex. As soon 
as we crossed the threshold of Aunt Mary*s house, her dog 
barked loudly. 

thrifty adj. Being careful with money and other things and not 
wasting them. Ex. Mother is teaching us all to be thrifty. 
thrill n. A feeling of pleasure or excitement. Ex.* It gave us all 
a thrill to see the great ship arriving after her long voyage. 
It was a thrilling moment. An exciting book or story is now 
called a thriller, 

thrive v. To keep healthy and well and grow up strong. Ex. 

We have twenty chickens and they are all thriving. 
throb n. To beat quickly as one's heart does, 
throes (throse) n. Pains or difficulties. Ex. To be in the throes 
of toothache. Mother is in the throer of spring cleaning, 
throne n. A special chair, reserved {see reserve) for a lOng or 
Queen. 

throng n. A crowd of people. We can also say that the streets 
were thronged (o.i with people. , 

throttle (1) n. A part of a machine by which the speed of an 
engine is increased or reduced. (2) v. To choke {see choke) 
by squeezing the windpipe {see windpipe), 
through prep, {a) From end to end. Ex. All through the long 
night, {b) Because of. Ex. It was through Mary's remark to 
Joan that we heard of Joan's adventure, 
throughout (throo-ozef) prep. All through. Ex. The weather was 
good throughout the week, 
throve v. Past tense of thrive. 

thrush n. A brown bird found in gardens, which sings beautifully, 
thrust V. To push. Ex. Harry thrust his hand into a hole in a 
tree to find out how deep it was. 

thud n. A dull sound as of a bump or fall. Ex. The mass of 
snow fell off the Vdof with a thud. 
thump V. To knoclCsOr strike. Ex. John thumped me on the 
back to 3how his pleasure at the good news, 
thunder n. The noise that comes after a flash of lightning. 
When we say that a person is thunderstruck we mean that he 
is very much surprised. 

thwart (thwort) o. To thwart someone's plans means to put 
great difflcuJties in their way and make the plans impossible 
to carry out. 

tick V. (a) To make the small noise that a clock or watch does 
when it is going. (6) To make a small mark beside a word 
on a list. Ex. l%e master ticked the names of the boys who 
were to play in the match. 

ticket fi. 4 card giving the right to travel by a train (a railway 
ticket) or to go into a theatre (a theatre ticket), 
tickle V. To touch or scratch gently. Ex. Baby laughs when we 
tickle his toes. 
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tide n. The movement of the sea (not only the waves) backward 
and forward. This happens twice during each period of 
twenty-four hours, and is called high tide and low tide, 
tidings (ij^-dings) n. News. Ex. There were good tidings in the 
paper this morning. 

tidy (<K-de) (l) adj. Neat and in good order. Ex. Mary always 
keeps her room tidy, (2) v. To make neat and put in good 
order. Ex, Mary tidies her room every day. 
tie (1) n. A strip of cloth or silk worn round the neck. (2) v. 

To join and twist two ends of a rope, cord or ribbon. 
(6) To fasten. Ex. The boat was tied to the pier (see 
pier). 

tiff n. A slight quarrel. Ex. Nancy and 
Susan had a tiff this morning but it did 
not last long. 

tiger (iy-get) n. A large and fierce wild 
anim^ with black stripes on its yellow 
skin, found in India and other Asian 
countries. 

tight (tyte) adj. Fitting very closely. Ex, 

Nancy says her new shoes are too t^ht. To make tigliter is 
to tighten. Ex. To tighten your shoe-lace, 
tigress (ty-gres) n. The female tiger. 

tile V. To cover with tiles. Tiies (n.) are thin pieces of hard 
material used for this purpose. Red tiles are often used for 
covering roofs, and white tiles are often used for covering 
the walls of bathrooms and kitchens, 
till (1) n. A box or drawer (see drawer) in which shopkeepers 
keep the money they get for the things they sell. (2) v. To 
tultivate the land (see cultivate). 

tiller* n. The handle that moves the rudder by which a boat is 
steered (see rudder and steer). 

timber (tim-ber) n. Wood that has been cut off a tree, usually 
large pieces to be used for building. ^ 

timepiece (iime-peece) n. A clock. 

time-table n. A list showing the times at which certain things 
have to be done. It may be the times of trains, boats or 
aeroplanes arriving or departing, or the times at which certain 
lessons are given at school. 

timid (tim-id) adj. Inclined to be afraid. Ex. Tommy is still a 
little timid when he meets a big dog. 
tingle (fsr^'gl) n. ds v. A slight feeling of pricking in the skin 
often because of cold. 

tinkle (tinkl) n. db v. The sound of a small bell, 
tint n. db V. Colour. Ex. A blue tirU. A handkerchief titUed 
blue. 

tiny (<y-ne) adj. Very small. Ex. The midge is a tiny insect (sa 
midge). 
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tip ( 1 ) n. (a) The pointed end of something. Ex, The tip of your 
nose, (fr) A small extra payment to one who has done some> 
thing for you, such as a waiter or a railway porter {see waiter 
and porter). ( 2 ) v. (a) To give a tip. (b) To push or knock. 
Ex. He lipped his glass over by mistake, 
tiptoe (tip-to) V. To walk on the tips of the toes so as to make 
no sound. 

tiresome (fire-sum) adj. (a) If we say a speech or lecture was 
tiresome we mean that it was long and not interesting, (b) 
If we say a child was tiresome we mean that he was rather 
naughty (see naughty). 

tithe (tythe) n. A tenth part. One part out of ten. 
title (fife-1) n. (a) The name of a book or play. Ex. Macbeth is 
the fiffe of one of Shakespeare's plays. ( 6 ) A name showing 
the rank (see rank) or position of someone, such as Admiral 
or a Duke. The fiffe-page of a book is its first page, which 
contains the title, 
titter V. To giggle (see giggle). 

toad n. A small animal like a frog, living in or near ponds and 
marshes (see marsh). 

toadstool n. A fungus (see fungus) like a mushroom (see mush¬ 
room) but often poisonous. 

toast ( 1 ) n. Bread browned on both sides by the heat of the fire 
or gas. ( 2 ) v. To do this to bread, 
tobacco (to-bak-o) n. The dried leaves of a plant used for 
smoking in a pipe or cigarette. One who sells tobacei* is 
a tobacconist (to- 6 a/C' 0 -nist). 
toboggan (to- 6 og-an) n. A small sledge (see sledge), 
toddle V. To walk with small steps as a child (sonietirncs called 
a toddler) does when learning to walk 
toffee (tof-ee) n. A sweet made by boiling sugar and butter, 
toll V, & n. Work. 

Collet {toil-si) n. The actions of washing, dressing and shaving, 
token (toh-ken) n. A sign. Ex. A gift {see gift) may be a token 
of friendship between two peojile. 
tolerate (to/-cr-ate) o. To bear or put up with. Ex. Out French 
master will not tolerate any careless work. Anything that 
cannot be bderated is said to he mtolerable, 
toll (tule) ( 1 ) n. A tax to be paid for using some 
private roads. ( 2 ) v. To ring a nhiirch bell when 
a person has died. 

tomahawk (foni'a-hawk) n. A small nxe which was 
one of the chief weapons of the North American 
Indians. 

tomb (toom) n. A grave {see grave). The stone set 
up on a grave, with an inscriptioti {see inscription) 
on it, is a tomb-stone, 
tome n. A large heavy book. 

W.8.D.—K 
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ton (tun) ft. A weight {tee weigh) of 2,240 pounds. Bm, We can 
store a Ion of coal in our cellar (tee cellar), 
tone n. Sound, especially of a voice or musical instrument such 
as a piano or violin. 

tonga n. An instrument for picking things up. Ex. Sugar-tongs 
are used for picking up lumps of sugar. Large tongs are used 
for lifting pieces of coal. 

tongue (tung) n. An organ (tee organ) in the mouth by which 
we taste food» and which we use in speaking, 
tonic (ton-ik) n. A medicine which helps us to become stronger 
after an illness. Ex. Nancy had to take a tonic after having 
measles. 

tonsil n. One of the two small pieces of flesh at the back of the 
throat which sometimes swell (tee sweU) and become painful, 
tool n. A thing which helps one to do or make something. Ex. 
A hammer is a tool. When a plumber comes to mend a water- 
pipe he brings a bag of toolt with him. 
toothache (too^-ake) n. Pain in a tooth. 

top n. A'toy shaped either like a pear or a mushroom, and 
usually made of wood, which is made to spin on the ground, 
topmost The one on the top. The highest. Ex. The top- 
mosi shelf is too high fox Susan to reach, 
topple 0. To fall over. Ex. The big pile of books toppled on to 
the floor. 

topsy-turvey (top-se-iur-ve) adj. Upside down. In disorder (tee 
^sorder). Ex. The things in this drawer are all topsy-turvey. 
torch n. A light that can be carried in the hand, usually an 
electric one. 

toreador (tor-e-a-dor) n. A bull-fighter on horseback. Ex. Bull¬ 
fighting is a popular sport in Spain, and toreadors are admired, 
torment (tor-ment) n. Extreme pain of body or mind. To tor- 
ment (v.) is to cause pain or worry to someone. Ex. Mary 
was tormented by toothache (see toothache). * 
tornado (tor-nay-do) n. A violent storm of wind such as happens 
in tropical countries (see tropics). 

torpedo (tor-pe-do) n. A cigar-shaped weapon (see weapon) with 
an explosive head (see explode) chiefly used to fire against 
ships. 

torrent (tor-ent) n. A very fast-flowing river. 

Ex, After the heavy rain, the stream 
became a torrent. 

tortoise (tor-tus) n. A small animal covered 
by a thick shell under which it can hide 
its head and legs, 
torture (tor-tewr) n. cfe v. Very great pain, or Tortoise 

to cause very great pain for cruel reasons, 
toss 0 . To throw upwards. Ex. The ball was tossed horn one 
player to another. 
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total (fo-tal) adj. AU, oompiete* whole. E». Henryks Mai wagei 
(««e wages) are two pounds per week. They amount to a Mai 
(n.) of two pounds. 

totter V, To walk unsteadily. Ex, The old man tattered along 
and nearly fdl once or twice. 

touch (1) n. A way of touching. Ex. The nurse had a gentle 
touch, (2) adj, A touching vtory or poem is one that makes 
us sympathetic or a little sad. (8) o. To come against gently. 
Ex, Mother touched my arm. 

tough (tuf) adj. Hard, strong. Ex. Meat that is tough is difficult to 
cut and to eat. John is tough (strong) and does not tire easily, 
tour (toor) (1) n. A journey to a number of different places. Ex. 
We made a tour of the English Lakes. One who tours is a 
touriet, (2) n. To travel to one place after another, 
tournament (toor-na-ment) n. A competition {see compete) 
especially in a game, such as tennis, 
tow (toh) V, To pi^ a car or boat with a rope, 
towel (toie-el) n. A doth on which one dries oneself after washing, 
tower (toiD-er) n. A tall narrow building such as the tower on 
a Church. 

trace (1) n. A mark left by something. Ex. We found traces of 
footsteps. The police found traces of finger-marks on the safe 
{see safe). (2) n. To follow by looking for marks or signs. 
Ex, The police are trying to trace the man who stole the van. 
track ft. A rough path. Ex. There was only a rough track across 
the moor. The word track is ah>o used 
in the same sens^ as trace, 
tractor n. An engine on wheels used for 
pulling heavy loads. Ex. Tractors are 
much used on farms for pulling the 
plough. 

trade n. The business of bu 3 dng and selling 

or the igork a man does. Ex. There Traotoz 

was a great trade in dothes and groceries 

{see grocer) at the weekly market. What is your father's 
trade? He is a carpenter {see carpenter). One who trades 
(buys and sells) is a trader. A shopkeeper is a tradesman, 
traffic n. The coming and going of people in cars, trains, boats, 
or aeroplanes. Ex. Traffic is always Vliry great on August 
Bank Holiday. 

tragedy {traj-e-de) n. A very sad event, or a play written about 
such a thing Ex. Shakespeare's play King Lear is a famous 
tragedy. It tells a tre^ {traj~ik) story, 
trailer n. A van or other vehicle pulled behind a motor-esar or 
tractor. 

train (].) n. A railway engine with coaches or trucks. (2) u. 
To teach or educate. Ex. My cousin is being trained as a 
hospital nurse. Her training is nearly finished. 
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traitor {tray-tor) n. One who betrays his country (see betray), 
t ramp n. (a) A long walk, usually for pleasure, (fr) A person 
' who has no fixed home but goes from one place to another, 
begging for food and shelter. 

trample (iramp-1) v. To walk lieavily over. Ex. We were afraid 
the cattle from the farm would trample over the flower-¬ 
beds. 

tranquil (fronft-wil) adj. Ex. Baby was restless, but has now 
fallen into a tranquil sleep. 

trans is a prefix which means through or across or over, 
transatlantic (<rans<at-lan-tik) adj. Crossing, or being across, 
the Atlantic Ocean, Ex. A transatlantic aeroplane, 
transfer (trans-/er) o. To move or hand over from one place or 
person to another. Ex. The luggage (see luggage) was trans¬ 
ferred from the station to the ship, 
transform v. To change completely. Ex. In fairy-tales an animal 
is often transformed into a handsome prince, or an old witch 
into<a lovely princess. 

transgress v. To do wrong. To break a law or rule. One who 
does this is a transgressor. 

translate v. To change a letter, book or poem from one lan¬ 
guage into another. Ex. The New Testament (see testament 
was translated from Greek into English. What has been 
translated is a translation. 

transmit v. To send or pass on. Ex. The message was trans¬ 
mitted by telephone. 

transparent (trans-pare-ent) adj. A thing that can be seen 
through is transparent—for instance, glass, 
transplant v. To take up and plant in another place. Ex. 

leather transplanted the young lettuces yesterday, 
transport (trans-por/) v. To convey (see convey). Ex. Many 
ships are required to transport food across the oceans. The 
ships are used for transport (trans-port) (n). • 

trap n. An instrument (see instrument) for catcliing wild animals, 
trap-door ti. A small flo«»r in the floor or roof, 
trapeze (trap-eez) n. A swinging bur on which gymnastics (see 
gymnasium) can be practised, 
trash n. Rubbish (see rubbish), 
travel (/rat)-el) r. To go, especially to a 
foreign country or distant place. Ex. 

John would like to travel to Italy 
when he is older. He is sure he would 
er.Joy trace/ (n.>. One who travels is 
a traveller. 

trawler n. A small steam or motor ship 
which pulls a large net belund it to 
catch fish. Ex. Much fishing is done by 
trawler.^ near Iceland. 
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tray n. A flat piece of metal or wood used for camiiifif dishes 
of food or letters from one room to another, 
treacherous (tretsh-eT-us) adj. False, deceitful {see deceive). A 
treacherous person is one who cannot be trusted, 
treacle (tree-kl) n. A sweet thick liquid like golden syrup but 
darker in colour. 

tread (tred) (1) n. Each step of a stair is called a tread. (2) r. 

To walk. Ex. Do not tread on the rat’s tail, 
treason (/nv-zon) n. TJie crime of a traitor (see these words), 
treasure (tre^-ur n. Anything of great value {see value). It 
might be gold or jewels as in many adventure stories, 
treasurer (fresj-ur-cr) n. The treasurer of a .society or chih looks 
after all the accounts and money li<-lon^in<f to it. 
treat (treet) (1) t». A pleasure. Ex. Tlie donkey-riile was a treat 
for Harry. (2)i?. (a) To act to a person or animal in a certain 

way. Ex, Parents treat their children with kindne.ss and 
affection, (ft) To deal with illness or suffering. Ex. Doctors 
treat their patients {see patienec). (c) To pay for something 
that gives pleasure to someone else. Ex. ITnclc IJenry treated 
Tommy to a ride on a donkey at Margate, 
treatment (treet-meat) n. The way a person or animal is treated. 

Ex. Kind treatment, or treatment at the hospital for an illness, 
treaty n. An agreement, usually between two or more nations 
(see agree and nation). 

tremble (frem-bl) v. To shake with cold or fear or excitement, 
tremendous (tre-jwen-dus) adJ. Very great or very large. Ex. 
A tremendous crowd. 

trench (trerish) n. A long narrow Iiole cut in the ground. 

Gardeners dig trenches to grow plants in. 
trespass (/rcs-pas) v. I'o go on land where one has no right to 
be. Those who do this are trespassers. You may soiyetiines 
see a notice (see notice) in u wood or a garden, saying that 
trespassers are not allowed and may be punisiieii. in the 
Bible, \he word is used to refer to any kind of sin. 
trial (irv-al) w. Pulring something (or .soiitconc) to (li< \i>\. 

, Ex. Tlio latest cai' model i-’ having its trud this wcri. 
tribe n. A small nation, or part of a nation, usually not civilised 
(see civilised). 

trick n. («) Something done to surprise and amuse others, such 
as the things a conjurer does, {b) Something done to deceive. 
Ex. We read in the Bible of the trick that .tacob played on his 
father, Isaac. 

trickle V, A liquid is said to trickle when it flow's slowly, in 
small drop.si. 

tricycle (Zry-si-kl) n. A machine like a bicycle, but having three 
wheels instead of two. 

trifle (friy-tl) «- (a) A small thing which is not important. Ex, 
Mother told Tommy lie must not cry about tnjtes. A 
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pudding made of custard* sponge-cake and cream is also called 
a trifle. A trifle can be called a trifling (tryf-Ung) thing, 
trip (1) n. A journey taken for pleasure. Ex. A trip to Brighton. 
(2) V. To knock one's foot against something and fall* or 
nearly fall. Ex. Tommy iripp^ over a loose stone, 
trivial (/rio-e-al) adj. Trifling (see trifling), 
trod V. Past tense of tread (see tread). 

trolley (troll-e) n. A sort of box or tray (see tray) on wheels 
pushed by hand* and used for moving things that are too 
heavy to carry. A trolley-bus is a bus which is driven by 
electric power coming from overhead wires (see overhead), 
troop n. A number of people* especially soldiers, 
trophy (tro-fe) n. Something that has Iteen won (perhaps a silver 
cup) and kept as a remembrance (see rememt«r). Em. Unde 
Henry is very proud of a tennis trophy that he won some years 
ago. 

tropics (trop-iks) n. The hot countries near the equator (see 
equator). They are tropical countries* and the heat there is 
tropical^ 

trot V. To run with short steps. We speak of a horse trotting* 
or a child trotting. 

trouble (fruh-1) (1) n. Ansriiiing which troubles is a trouble (n.). 
A person or thing that causes trouble is said to be troublesome. 
(2) V, To disturb* annoy, worry (see all these words). Em. 
1 am sorry to trouble you while you are so busy, 
trough (trof) n. A large open vessel (see vessel) used for holding 
food or water for horses and cattle, 
troupe (troop) n. A troop (see troop) of actors* acrobats or 
dancers. 

trousers (trow-zers) n. A garment (see garment) worn by boys 
and men* covering the lower part of the body and legs, 
trout (trowt) n. A flsh like a salmon but much 
smaller. 

trowel (/rozo-el) n. A tool like a very small spade, 
used by gardeners (see gardener), 
truant (^roo-ant) n. A boy or girl who stays away 
from school without permission (see permit), 
truce n. An agreement to stop fighting for a time* 
sometimes with the hope of getting both sides 
to end the fighting altogether, 
truck n. A vehicle (see vehicle) for carrying heavy Trowel 
things. Em. The coal-trucks on a raUway. 
trudge V. To walk in a heavy, tired way. Ex. The old man 
trudged on. 

trumpet n. A metal musical instrument (see instrument) which 
is played by blowing into it. 

truncheon (trun-shon) n. A short heavy stick carried by police¬ 
men which they may use to defend themselves. 
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trunk n. (a) The main part of anything auch as a tree or the 
human body. A ** trunk call *’ is a telephone cal! over a 
long distance, (b) The long snout (see snout) of an elephant. 
(e) A large box us^ for caiT 3 nng clothes on a journey, 
trust V, To rely on or have faith in. Ese, Mother says she can 
trust Mary to look after baby in every way. Mary is so 
trustworthy (worthy of being trusted), 
truth (trooth) n. The real facts about anything. One who speaks 
the truth is said to be truthfhl. 

tube (tewb) n. A hollow (see hollow) length of metal, rubber 
or glass. Ex. The inner part of a bicycle t 3 rre is a rubber tube, 
tuft ti. A bunch of such things as hair or grass growing close 
together. 

tug (1) n. A steamboat which is used for puiUng other boats 
or ships behind it. (2) o. To pull hard, 
tumble V. dh n. Fall. 

tumbler (tum-bler) n. A large drinking glass, 
tune (tewn) n. Musical notes arranged together so as.to form 
a complete musical story which can be repeated and remem¬ 
bered just as a word-story can. 

tunic (teie-nik) n. A short coat or jacket, such as a soldier wears, 
tunnel n. A large and long hole cut through a hill, or sometimes 
under a river, in which a road or railway is built, 
tunny n. A very large fish, found mostly in the Mediterranean 
and used as food. 

turban (tur-ban) n. A long strip (see strip) of cotton or silk 
tied round the head and worn by some men in Eastern 
countries. 

turbot n. A large fiat fish much liked as food, 
tureen (tew-reen) n. A large dish in which soup is served at table, 
turf f>. The grass coveiing a piece of land. Ex. The turf on the 
golf-course was short and smooth, 
turmoil (<^r-moil) n. Noise and confusion. Ex. There was a 
great turmoil after the match when the crowds were hurrying 
away. 

turkey (fur-ke) n. A large bird, much liked as food, especially 
at Christmas. 

turnip n, A plant whose root, rather like a very large potato, 
is eaten as a vegetable. 

turnstile (fum-stile) n. A gate which allows only one person at 
a time to pass through, 
turret n. A small tower. 

turtle (<ur-tl) n. A creature like a very large tortoise (see tortoise), 
tuak n. A long tooth which sticks out beyond the mouth. Boars 
and elephants have tusks. 

tussle V. db n. To wrestle (see wrestle) or fight in a rather friendly 
way. Ex, The boys ^d a little tussle on their way home 
ihom school. 
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tutor (/«Tr-tor) n. A man who teaches pupils (see pupil) either in 
their homes or at a college (see college), 
twaddle (trood-l) v. db n. Silly talk. 

twain n. d: adj. Two. This word is used in poetry, but not in 
ordinary speech. 

tweed n. A rough kind of cloth made from very good wool, 
much used for making into suits of clothes, 
twice adv. Two times. 

twig n. A very small branch of a tree or bush, 
twilight (t«jf/"lite) n. The time when daylight is fading and 
darkness is conung nn, Ejc, Itabbits come out to feed in the 
twilight. 

twin n. f)ne of two children born of the same mother at the same 
tijne. 

twine (1) n. Strong thread or string. (2) v. To turn itself 
round. Ex. Ivy had twined itself round the old oak tree, 
twinge (Iwmj) n. A su<klcn, short pain. Ex. A tjvinge. of tooth- 
toothache). 

twinkle r.* To shine with a sparkling light as stars do. 
twist t’. To twine (see twine) or Irend. Ex. Hope is made by 
twisting lengths of cord together. Mary twisted her ankle 
^hen slie fell. 

type (1) N. (a) A kind or sort. Ex. Mother does not like that 
of hat. (b) Letters made in wocui or metal to print from. 
Ex. Different kinds of type are often used for one printed page. 
(2) L’. To print on a typewiter, 

typewriter {type-ry lev) n, A small machine, worked by hand, 
for writing with type. One trained to use such a machine is 
a typist. 

typhbon (iy-foon) n, A violent storm, especially in the t'hiua 
Sea. 

tyrant tty-rnnt) n, A ruler who has complete power and uses 
it cruelly, Tlie Homan Emperor Nero was a tyrant The 
Humans suffered from his tyranny (h'r-a-ne). 
tyre n. The rubber tube (see tube) on the wheel of a bicycle or 
motor-car. 


u 

U-boat n. A German submarine (see suhmanne). 

udder n. i'he organ (see organ) which holds the milk of cows 
and g<^>ats. 

ugly («g-le) adj. Cnpleasarit to look at. A famous fairy-tale tells 
the story of an ugly little bird which grew up to be a beautiful 
swan. 
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umbrella (um-6reZ-a) n. A circular (nee circular) piece of silk 
stretched over a light metal frame, held over the head as 
protection (se^ protect) from rain. Ex'. Susan used her new 
umbrella when it rained yesterday. 
un^dre (um-pire) n. The person chosen to w'atch 
a game, to see that all rules are kept, and to 
decide any points on which there is doubt or 
difference of opinion. 

tm, is a prefix which means not, when placed 
before adjectives or adverbs. Ex. Unfair 
means nol fair. When placed before a 
verb it makes the meaning just the oppo- Umlirelln 
site of what it was. Ex. To unfasten, tt> 
undress. 

unanimous^yew>nan-e-mus) adj. All Imvlng the same opinioii 
(see opinion). Ex. The members were unanimous that the 
match should be played next month. 

JUUlCDuUi (un-koolh) adj. When we say a person is uiu'outh, we 
mean that he is awkward, clumsy, and has not goC>d manners 
(see all these words). 

(un-der-go) v. To endure (see endure). Ex, The doctor 
says Aunt Mary will have to undergo an o|>eration (see 
operation). 

undergraduate (un-der-grad-yew-ate) n. A student at a Uni¬ 
versity. 

understand v. To know the meaning of or to know ait about. 
Ex. To understand French, 'i'o understand dogs, or gar¬ 
dening. 

understudy n. One who learns the pari of an actor in a play and 
can take his place if he is ill. Every important actor has an 
understudy. 

undertake v. To agree to do something. Ex. James has under- 
fOkeu t* weed the garden onee a week (see weed), 
underfafcelt' n. A tradesman (see trade) who manages fimerahs 
(see funer^). 

uneasy (un-cr ze) adj. Anxious, worried. Ex. I'he li«*inlmaster 
was uneasy when measles broke out in tiu seltool. 
unfurl (un-furl) v. To open out a flag, 
ungainly (un-gawe-le) adj. Uncouth (see uncouth), 
uniform (/yen;-ni-fonn) (1) n. The dress worn by all inc-mberB 
of any service such as the Air Foree or police. (2) adj. 
Exactly the same, not varying (see varyj. Ex. All the benches 
and desks in our .school are uniform. 
unite (yevr-nitf) v. To join two or more into one. Ex. The 
United States of America, All the church ehrurs (see choir) 
will unite in singing ** The Messiah ” on New Year’s Day. 
IVople or societies who unite for some purpose form a union 
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universe (yeio-ni-verse) n. The whole world. Anything that 
applies to the whole world is universal (yew-ni-om-al). Ex. 
Ihe desire among nations for peace ia universal. 
university (yew*ni-ver«-i-te) n. A number of colleges joined 
together (see college) for the education of men and women, 
untimely (uti-time-le) adj. Happening at the wrong time. Ex. 
A fall of snow in early summer is untimely. We sometimes 
say that the death of a young person is untimely—meaning 
that he should have lived longer. 

unwieldy (un-cceel-de) adj. Difficult to handle or manage. Ex. 
When Harry was learning to play cricket he found the bat 
unwieldy. 

uphold (up-hold) v. To support or be in favour of {see favour). 
Ex. No sensible person would uphold the idea that war is a 
good thing. 

upholstery (up-hote-ster-re) n. Curtains, carpets, the padding and 
covers of chairs, sofas and cushions, 
upright (up-rite) adj. (a) Standing straight up. Ex. An upright 
pole. \b) Honourable (see honour) and good. Ex. An upright 
man. 

upset (up-set) n. (a) To knock over. Ex. Baby has upset his 
glass of milk, (b) To make ill or unhappy. Ex. Mother was 
very much upset when she heard of her brother’s accident, 
upaldedown adj. (a) Having the upper side below, and the 
under side on top. Ex. Baby’s glass is upside down, (b) 
Untidy, in confusion (see confusion), 
urge (urj) v. To urge a person to do something is to advise him 
to do it, or even insist (see insist) that he shall do it. Ex. 
Mother urged John to go to the dentist, 
urgent (ur-jent) adj. Needing to be attended to immediately 
(see attend). Ex. Mother got an urgent message 
from Aunt Mary and went to see her at once, 
um n. A large vessel (see vessel) in which tea or 
coffee is made when it is wanted for many 
people. 

use (yewz) u. To do with or work with. Ex. You 
use a knife for cutting, and a broom for 
sweeping. You find them useful (helpful) for 
that purpose (see purpose). A fountain pen 
is useless (of no use) unless it has ink in it. 
usual (yems-u-al) adj. Generally done, ordinary. 

Ex. Father has gone out for his usual evening 
walk. 

utensil (yew-len-sil) n. Things used for a particular purpose 
especially in the home. Pots and pans and water jugs are 
utensils. 

utility (yu-lt/-i-te) n. Usefulness. Ex, Mother chose the new 
carpet for its utility and not for its appearance. 
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utmost ac^. The most that is possible. Em. Go for the doctor 
with the uimosl speed. 

utter (1) V. To utter words is to speak. To utter a cry is to 
call out or scream. Ex, A speech is an utterance. (2) adj. 
Complete or extreme. Ex. Utter nonsense or utter poverty 
(see poverty), 
uttermost* <S'ee utmost. 


vacant (uay-kant) adj. (a) Empty. Ex. A vacant house. (6) 
Having no meaning. Ex. He gave me a vacant look. A 
vacancy (uaj/>kan-se) is a situation {sec situation) that is not 
filled. Ex. There is a vacancy in the office, 
vacate (va-cote) u. To leave empty. Ex. To vacate a house or 
situation. 

vacation (va-fcay-shon) n. Time that is not filled with work. 

A holiday. Ex. Father has three weeks vacation each year, 
vaccination (vak-sin-ay-shon) n. A treatment given to prevent 
smallpox. 

vagabond n. A wandering tramp (see tramp). A worthless, idle 

vagiST^aig) adj. Not clear. Uncertain. Ex. When J asked 
* John where he had been, he gave me a vague answer, 
vain adj. (a) Conceited (see conceit). Ex. Margaret is a nice 
girl but inclined to be vain, (b) Useless. Ex. James has 
made a vain search (see search) for liis penknife. He cannot 

find it anywhere. * 

valiant (uai-yant) adj. Brave. Ex. He was a valiafU soldier, 
valley (t>al-e) n. A piece of land lying between hiUs. Ex. The 
Thamfis tioUey contains many good farms, 
valour (uol-or) n. Courage, bravery. The Victona Cross has on 

it the two simple words ” For Katour.” 
value fooi-vu) ». 'I’he price of a thing, or its importance (see im- 
Ex. The chief value of my bieyde is that it lets 
^^t about 80 quickly. It has been valued (o.) at £10. I 

find it very valuable in many ways, 
van n. (a) The front. Ex. They were m ^e vm 

(6) A covered cart or railway truck (see t™ck). The Post 
Office non stopped at the pillar-box to collect lettew. 
vanish (uon-ish) v. To disappear. Ex. As the sun rose, the mist 

vanl™^-te) ft. The state of being v«n , 

vanq^h (ooM-kwish) 0. To conquer. B*. King Harold « army 
was vmquithei by Wflliain the tonqueror. 
vapour (ruy-por) n. Steam, mist, cloud or og. 
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varnish ( 7 'ar-iiish) n. A liquid paint which makes a surface hard 
and shining. Ex. Father painted the door and then varnished 
(v.) it. 

vary (vair-e) v. To change. To differ {see differ). Ex. The 
amount of sunshine varies each day, being sometimes greater 
and sometimes less. The temperature (see temperature) varies 
also. It is variable. To say that you met variants (naf'r-e-us) 
people when you were out means that you met several different 
peofde. You might buy a f'ariety (va-r^-e-te) of diflerent 
things from a shop. A variety performance in a theatre or 
on tiie radio is one winch includes (see include) several different 
sorts of turjis (songs, acts, dances and conjuring), 
vase (vtthz) n. A tall vessel (see \cssel) of silver, glass or pottery, 
used as an ornament (see ornament) or to hold flowers, 
vast (vahsl) adj. Very large. Ex. A vast crowd, 
veal n. The flesh of a calf when used as food, 
vegetable- (t/Cj-e-ta-bl) n. Any plant that can be eaten as food, 
KUJ.'h as potatoes, carrots, or cabbages, 
vegetarian (vcj-c /rtjr-ro-an) n. <)n<* who cats no meat, 
vehicle (wc-i-kl) n. Something on wheels such as a car, a cart, a 
bus or a railway carriage. 

veil (vale) H) n. Transita** nt (see transparent) covering for the 
fa<*c. (2) v. To co\cr with a \'ci]. 
vein (vane) n. One of the small tuhe-.shaped vessels which carry 
blood through the body. 

velocity fve-Zos-e-le) n. Speed. Ex. The velocity of light is very great, 
venerable (nen-er-a*bl) adj. Old and worthy of being respected. 

Ex. Our grandfather is venerable.. 
vengeance (i'e«-jans) n. Revenge (see revenge), 
venison (rcn«i-son) n. The flesh of a deer w'hen used as food, 
venom (ne«-om) n. Poison. Ex. The venom of some snakes is 
very powerful and causes death quickly. I'he word venomom 
is often used to mean very unkind or spiteful (sed spite), 
ventilate (renf-i-late) v. To let fresh air come in. Ex. After 
dinner father opened the, window to I'enlilcUe the room. He 
said it needed x'entilation. 

ventriloquist (ven-inl-o-kwisl) n. One who can play tricks with 
his voice so that it seems to come not 
from him hut from someone else, 
venture (l)n. An adventure. (2) v. 'i’o 
dare or to take a risk. Ex. John x'cn- 
iured on to the ice before it was frozen 
hard enough. 

verandah (ver-ran-da) n. A covered space, 
for sitting in, attached to a house, 
verdict (i>ef-dikt) n. The decision of a jury 
as to whether a person is guilty or not 
guUty (see decide, jury and guilt). 
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verger (oer-jer) n. A man who looks after the inside of a church, 
.verify (ce-ri-fy) v. To check or prove the correctness of. Ex. 
We are taught to verify all the facts we want to use in an 
essay. 

vermin n. Destructive {see destroy) or harmful animals and 
insects such as rats, mice, bugs and Ileus, 
versed (verst) adf. Clever, skilled (see skill). This word is not 
much used now, but the minstrels (see minstrel) used to bt 
versed in song and story. 

version (ocr-shon) n. A different story of the same event. Ex 
Tlie New Testament gives several versions of the story ot 
Christ's life and death. 

versus prep. Against. Ex. Oxford versus Cambridge in llic Boat 
Race. 

vertebrate (ver-te-brate) n. cfc adj. Having a spine or backbone. 
People are all vertebrates and so are elephants, rabbits and 
most other animals, but snakes are not. . 

vertical adj. Straight up and down like a telegraph pcile. 
vespers n. Evening church service. 

vessel n. (a) A boat or ship, (b) Anything th;4t holds liquid 
such as a cup, jug, kettle or bowl. Our veins (sre vein) are 
blood-vessels. 

vestibule (ccs-ti-bewl) n. The porch (see porch) or entrancfj hall 
of a house or other building. 

vestige (i/'cs-tij) n. A trace (see trace). Ex, An hour after the 
sun came out, not a vestige of snow remained, 
vestry (oc.sbre) n. A small room in a church for the use of the 
clergyman (see clergyman). 

veteran (I'ct-er-an) n. One who has done the same work for 
many years, especiall_>' an old soldier. Ex. (ireenwich llcMspital 
was built as a refuge (see refuge) for veterans of the wars, 
veto (vee-to) v. & n. To forbid. Ex. 'I'he headmaster vetoed 
Sunday'%ames. He put his veto (n.) on 
them. f " 

vex V. To cause sorrow or <tisappointment 
or annoyance. Ex. We all try not to 
t'xx mother. 

viaduct (viz-a-dukt) n. A bridge carrying a 
road, railway or canal over a valley, 
viands (vty-andz) o. Cooked food. I'his 

word is not much used now. Viaduct 

vibrate (yy-brate) v. To shake or tremble 

as a violin string does when touched (see violin), 
vicar (vih-BT) n. The clergyman of a parish (see parish). The 
house wliich is provided for him to live in is the viearnge. 
vice n. A wicked habit (see habit) such as telling lies. A person 
who has vices is said to be vicious (vish-us). An animal i^ 
called vicious when it is bad-tempered and dangerous. 
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Tice is a prefix meaning in place of. 

viceroy (vice-roy) n. One appointed to rule a colony (see colony) 
for the King or Queen. Ex. Earl Mountbaiten was the last 
Viceroy of India. 

vicinity (vis-»n'i<te) n. The neighbourhood {see neighbouihood). 

Ex. There are beautiful wallm in the vicinity of Uds village, 
victim n. A person who suffers from the action of others, or 
from a bad habit in himself, or from a disease. Ex. There 
were four vietima of the aeroplane accident. 
victor n. The one who wins a battle or a competition {see compete) 
OT any trial of strength or skiU {see skill). Ex. John was the 
vidor in the first race at the Sports. The success won by the 
victor is victory. He was victorious (vik-low-ie-us). 

Victorian (vik-fazo-re-an) adj. Belonging to the reign (or the 
time) of Queen Victoria. Ex. These chairs are all Victorian. 
victuals (vi(-ls) n. Pood.'' Ex. The victuals for the voyage were 
all brought on board {see board) two days before the ship sailed, 
view (vew) (1) n. What is seen. Scenery {see scenery). Ex. We 
get a Jovely view of the hills from the upstairs windows. 
(2) I). To look at carefully. Mother went to view a cottage 
in the country. 

vigour (v^-ur) ti. Strength and health. One who has this is 
v^oroua. Ex. Grandfather is still vigorous though he is no 
longer young. 

viking (ny-king) n. In early times, adventurous seamen from 
Norway were called Vikings. 

vile adj. EvU, horrible. Ex. A vile action or a vile smell, 
villa fi. A house in the country or suburbs {see suburb), 
villain (tnl-an) n. A wicked man, especially in a story or a play, 
vindyictive (vin-dik-tiv) adj. Full of spite and the desire for 
revenge {see these words). 

vine n. The plant on which grapes grow. A vineyard (mn*yard) 
is a field or garden in which grape-vines are plaiiited. 
vinegar (oin-e-gar) n. A sour {see sour), acid liquid used in 
cooking. 

violence (oy-o-lens) n Rough or cruel behaviour {see 
behave). The use of force {see force) to injure 
others. To use or show great force and roughness 
is to be violent. There might be a violent quarrel 
{see quarrel) or a violent storm at sea. 
violin (vy-o>iin) n. A musical instrument with strings, 
played with a bow {see bow). One who plays i^e 
vioUn is a violinist. 

viper (vy-per) n. A poisonous snake {see snake), 
virtue (o»r-tew) n. Goodness. To have virtue is to 
be virtuous, good. 

vioa {vee~ZA) n. Permission to use a passport (see 
passport). 
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visage (ots-aje) n. Face of a person. This word is not much 
used now. 

visible (vis-i-bl) adj. Anything that can be seen is visible. Bx. 

When the kettle boils, steam is visible. 
vision (tns/-on) n. (a) The power of seeing. (6) Something seen 
either in a dream or in fact. Ex, The New Testament tells 
of St. Paul having a vision on the way to Damascus, 
visit (ois-it) (1) o. To go to see someone. Ex. To visit Aunt 
Mary. (2) n. Instead of saying to visit we can say 
** to pay a visit ** (n.). One who pays a visit is a visitor 
(uis-it-or). 

vista n. A view (see view) of a long distance. Ex. There is a 
fine xHsta between the trees to the hills beyond, 
vital (oy-tal) adj. Necessary for life. Air and water and food are 
vital things. A person who is very lively and energetic {see 
energetic) has great vitality. The vitals (uy>tals) are parts of 
the body that are necessary for life. You could live without 
a hand but not without your heart or lungs, 
vivid (fnu*id) adj. Clear and lively. Ex. A vivid memory or a 
vivid description {see memory and describe), 
vlxier {viz-e-ei) n. The chief minister (we should call him Prime 
Minster) in certain Eastern countries, 
vocabulary (vo-koh-yew-la-re) n. A collection of words in use. 
Uneducated {see educate) people use a very small vocabulary 
in speaking or writing. Learned (ter-ned) people have large 
vocabularies. 

vocal (no-kel) adj. By use of the voice. Ex. I'he concert was 
entirely vocal —all singing. A singer is a vocalist. 
voice n. The sound made through the mouth when speaking, 
singing or shouting. , 

void adj. Completely empty. Ex. We think of the space between 
the stars as being void, 

volcano (vrg-koy-no) n. A mountain which throws out steam, 
smoke, molten lava and flames. The mountain itself is only 
a large heap of the lava which has poured out of a crack in 
the earth during hundreds of years. Mount Etna in Italy 
is a famous volcano. 

volley (nol-e) n. The firing of several guns at one time. Ex. 

A vdlUy was fired to drive the enemy bock, 
volume (uoLyewm) n. A book. 

voluntary (wZ-un-ta-re) adj. Given of one's own free will; given 
willingly without thought of payment. Ex. Much noZim- 
tasy service (help) is given by members of churches. A 
volunteer (nol-un-frer) is one who offers to work (especially 
in the Army, Navy or Air Force) without being forced to 
do so. 

vote V. To express one’s wish either by marking a paper or by 
raising hands. 
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wow n. A solemn promise (see these words). Ex. Wlien a man 
and woman are being married they make vows to love and. 
cherish each other. 

vowel (t<07e-el) n. The vowels in our language are a, e, i, o, u. 
voyage n. A journey by sea, especially between different countries. 

Ex. The voyage to America can be done in about five days, 
vulgar adj. Course, not polite (see these words), 
vulture n. A large bird of prey (see prey). 


w 

waddle (tcod-l) t>. I'o walk with short steps as ducks do. 
wade V. To walk in shallow (see shallow) water. Ex. Baby loves 
to wade when we are at the seaside, 
wag (1) h. A person who likes making jokes and telling funny 
stories. Ex. Uncle Henry is quite a wag. (2) v. To shake 
from side to side. Ex. A dog wags his tail when he is happy, 
wage (wayj) v. To wage war is to make war, to fight against 
another nation. 

wages (toat^-jes) n. Money paid (usually each week) for work 
done. Ex. The farmer's boy gets his wages every Saturday, 
wagon n. (a) A veliicle (see vehicle) for carrying hay on the roads. 
(b) A railway wagon carries heavy things like machinery and 
also carries animals such as horses and cattle, 
wagtail n. A small bird which is found cliiefly in moist (see 
moist) places, and which wags its long tail, 
waif f). A poor child with no home and needing help, 
wail i>. To cry sadly. Ex. Baby wailed when his teddy-bear fell 
out of the pram. 

waist n. The narrowest part of the body, below tLs ribs. Ex. 
You may w^ear a belt round your waist (see narrow, rib and 
belt). 

wait V. (a) To stay in one place:. Ex. Wait here till I come back. 
(b) To watch lor, to expect. Ex. John is wailing for the 
result of his examination. 

waiter n. A man servant in the dining-room of an hotel, caf6, 
or railway train, who carries the food to the tables. A woman 
who does work like tliis is a waitress. 
wake or waken (wake-en) v. (a) To come out of sleep, to be 
awake, (b) To make someone else do this. Ex. John asked 
me to waken him at 7 o'clock. 

wallet (u'rd-et) n. A leather case, which will go into a pocket, 
for carrying money and papers. 

walnut (wal-nut) n. A large tree which produces good timber 
(see timber) and also nuts that are good to eat. 
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walrus (tral-rus) n. A large sea animal which has long tusks 
(see tusk). 

waltz n. A" dance for two people. The 
music for this dance. 

wan (won) adj. Pale. Ess. Mother looked 
tcan after her illness. 

wand (wond) n. A long thin sticfc. Ex. In 
fairy stories, the fairy always waves her 
magic wand to make dreams come true. Walrus 

wander (zoon-der) v. To walk or move 

about without a plan, not keeping to a straight road. Ex. 
We wandered through the park. 

wane v. To become smaller, or to look smaller, as the moon 
begins to do after “ full moon.” 

want (wont) (1) n. Need, poverty. Ex. These people are in 
want of food. They are living in want. (2) v. 'i'o wish for, 
to need. Ex. Baby wants his rattle. Father's socks want 
mending (see mend). • 

warble (wawT-h\) v. To sing like a bird. 

warbler n. Warblers are small singing birds which are summer 
visitors to this country (see migrate), 
ward n. A long bedroom for patients in a hospital. A warder 
is an attendant or guard in a prison or asylum (see tlicse 
words). A wardrobe is a cupboard in which clothes are 
kept. 

ware n. The material of which domestic dishes are made. Ex. 
Earthenzoare, enamelzoare, tinzoare. Wares are things to be 
sold. Ex. All the wares in the shop were nicely arranged. 
Wares of all kinds are stored in warehouses. You can see 
many large warehouses at the Loiifirm Docks. * 

warn i>. (a) To advise against. Ex. The l>oy8 were warned not 

to go on the ice as it was still U>o thin, 
warren n.# A piece of ground in which there are many burrows 
(see burrow). 

warrior (zoo-re-or) n. A man who has fought in wars, 
wart n. A small hard lump on the skin. 

wary (ware-re) adj. Careful and looking out for danger. Ex. 

Wild geese are very wa^y. 
wash V. To clean one’s self or one’s clothes 
with soap and water. 

wasp (wosp) n. An insect (striped black 
and yellow) which can give a painful 
sting. 

waste (wayst) (1) adj. Useless (see use). Ex. 

Waste paper. (2) zj. To use foolishly Wasp 

and without care. Ex. Do not waste hot 

water by forgetting to turn the tap off. It is wrong to be 

wasteful. 





WEA 


*WAT «00 

watch (wotsh) (1) n. A small clock to be carried in the pocket 
or worn on the wrist (see wrist). A toakhman is a man who 
watches (takes care of) offices or other buildings during the 
night. A voaUhxDord is a word or phrase used by one side 
in a battle, and not known to the other side. It is used as 
a password (see password). (2) o. To look at carefully. Bx. 
To watch a tennis match. Watch baby, so that he does not 
fall out of his pram (see perambulator), 
water-colour (toaio-ter-kul-or) n. (a) Paint that is mixed with 
water instead of oil. (6) A picture painted with this, 
waterfall n. A stream or river flowing over rocks and falling 
down from a height (see height). 

waterproof n. (a) Material which will not allow water to pass 
through it. (b) A coat made of this material, sometimes 
called a mackintosh (see mackintosh), 
wave (1) n. A movement of the surface of the sea (see surface). 
(2) V. To shake in the air. Ex, To wave a handkerchief. 
The flag waves in the wind. 

waver (map-ver) v. To be in doubt, to hesitate (see these words). 

Ex, Mother wavered about taking baby to the party, 
wax (1) n. A yellow substance (see substance) made by bees and 
used in maldng the honeycomb in which they keep their honey. 
(2) v. (£) To become. Ex, To wax fet. (6) To grow larger, 
as the moon seems to do after ** new moon.” 
wayfarer (wuv-fair-er) n. One who travels on foot. A word not 
much used now. 

waylay (way-toy) v. To lie in wait for, usually for an evil purpose, as 
highwaymen used to waylay trav^ers (see highway and travel), 
wayward (way-ward) adj. Fond of getting one’s own way. 
Children are often wayward. 

weakling (toeek-ling) n. The delicate (see delicate) member of a 
fam^ or flock. Ex, Only one of the new lambs is a weakling. 
wealth (welth) n. A large supply especially of money. Riches 
(see rich). A man who has wealth is wealthy. 
weapon (wep-on) n. Anything that can be used for defending 
oneself or attacking (see defend and attack) someone else is 
a weapon. A gun is a weapon, but an umbrella might be a 
weapon too. 

wear (wair) r. When we have put our clothes on, we wear them. 
Vl^en we have worn them for a long time they begin to 
wear out, which means that they are old and loom and need to 
be mended (see mend), 
weary (loeer-e) adj. Tired. 

weasel (loee-zl) n. A small rather fierce little animal which kills 
rats and mice. 

weather (loeto-er) n. The condition of the atmosphere (see 
atmosphere) around us, which changes frequently and may 
be cold, warm wet or dry. 
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weather* cock n. A metal arrow often shaped like a cock and 
placed on top of a high building. It is moved by the wind 
and shows which way the wind is blowing, 
weave (weev) v. To make cloth by means of threads crossing 
each other on a loom (see loom) and being twisted together. 
This is done by weaoers. 

web n. The trap made by a spider for catching flies. He weaves 
it as men weave cloth. WMted feet are like those of ducks 
and frogs, with skin stretched between the toes to enable 
them to swim. 

wed 0 . To marry (see marriage). The day on which two people 
wed is called their wedding-day. 

Wednesday (ieeti>z-day) n. The fourth day of the week, 
weed n. A plant growing wild, especially one that has sown itself 
in a garden. 

week n. The period (see period) of seven days, especially from 
Sunday to Saturday. Something done each werJk is done 
weekly. Ex. Mother's weekly visit (see visit) to .Aunt Mary. 
Every day of the week is a week-day except Sunday, 
weep o. To cry or shed tears. The past tense is wept, 
weigh (way) v. To find how heavy a thing is. The heaviness 
of a thing is its weight (wait). Ex. 1 w^hed this parcel and 
its weight is two pounds (2 lb.). 

weird (weerd) adj. Strange, perhaps frightening. Ex. I saw a 
toeird-lool^g figure in the moonlight, but it was only a 
scarecrow (see scare). 

welcome (wel-kvm) v. To show pleasure when someone comes. Ex. 

Aunt Mary welcomed us warmly, gave us a warm welcome (n.). 
welfare (loel-fare) n. The state of having good health and 
sufficient comfort (see suffice and comfort). Ex. Mothers look 
al|er the welfare of their families, 
well (1) fi. A deep hole dug in the ground, from which water 
can drawm up. (2) adj. In good health (see health). 

(8) adv. In a good, satisfactory, or successful way. Ex. 
Harry draws weU. 

Welsh (1) adj. Belonging to Wales. (2) n. The people of Wales, 
whack 0 . To bit with a hard blow, to 
thrash (see thrash). 

whale n. The largest animal living in the 
sea. It breathes air (coming to the 
surface to get it) and is not a fish, 
wharf n. A kind of pier (see pier) where 
ships can unload their goods (see 

load). Whale 

wheat n. A very important grain from 
which we get flour for bread, 
whimper o. To cry as a child does, but quietly, 
whine o. A dog whines (or cries) when it is unhappy. 
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whirl V, To move or turn quickly. Ex. The strong wind whirled 
the dead leaves round and round in the garden, 
whisper v. To speak in a very low voice. 

whistle (1) n. A sharp musical sound made by forcing the breath 
through one’s iips when they are almost closed. (2) v. To 
make the sound either in the above way or with a smaU 
instrument {see instrument) made for the purpose, 
whiting n. A small fish, used as food. 

whole (hole) adj. All, the complete amount (see these words). 

Ex. The whole class, the whole box of books, 
wholesome (hole-snm) adj. Good; good for the health. Ex. 
Wholesome food. 

wick n. Tlireads twisted together and used in candles, or in 
oil lamps. 

wicker adj. Made of tviigs (see twig). Ex. A wicker basket, 
wide adj. See width. 

width n.^ The distance between the sides of a thing. Ex. The 
width of the table is four feet. The table is four feet 
tvide. 

wield (weeld) v. To use or hold firmly. Ex. To wield a sword 
or a spade. 

wife n. A woman who is married, 
wig n. A covering for the head, made of 
false hair. Ex. A judge’s wig. 
wigwam n. A tent made and used by North 
American Indians. 

wilderness (7m7-der-nes) n. A large wild 
piece of land on which no one lives, and 
nothing is cultivated (see cultivate). Wigwam 

wilful,(wt7-fiil) adj. A wilful child or person 

is one who does as he likes without consideration (see consider) 
for others. 

will n. (o) The power of the mind by which one decides what 
one means to do. Ex. Baby has a strong will already, (b) 
A written document (see document) stating what a person 
wishes to have done v.ith Me property (see property) after 
his death. 

willow (wil-o) n. A tree usually growing near rivers. Cricket- 
bats are often made from the wood of the willow, 
wily (it'i/'le) adj. Cuniiing (see cunning). Ex. The old Indian 
hunter was very wily and knew how to trap the wild animals 
near his wigwam (see wigwam). 

wind (1) n. (win-d). Air that is moving. Ex^ There is a cold 
wind today. (2) t>. (wine-d). To roll up or make tight. 
Ex. To wind wool, or to wind the spring of a clock. We 
say a river winds, when it flows round corners and not in a 
straight line. A n’tnd-mill is a mill (see mill) whose machinery 
(see machine) is worked by a wheel turned by the wind. 
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windpipe n. The opening at the back of the mouth through 
which our breath (nee breath) passes to and from the lungs 
(see lung). 

wing n. The wings (►£ birds are like arms which enable (see 
enable) ihcni to fly. 

wink V, To open and close one e*ye quickly, 
wire n. Metal (aee metal) drawn out into long threads. Ex. 
Telegraph rvires (see telegraph). 

wise adj. Sensible. Having the sense to do things in the right 
wa}'. Ex. It was wise of mother to keep 'ronvniy irulours 
(see indoors) while he had a cold. 

witch n. A woman who is sui>(n>sed to have magic power to do 
evil, 'I’here are witches in many fairy-tales, 
wither (aw/Zi-cr | v. 'I'o lack- or sIitin’c! (srr '.hriwh. 
witness (a'tf-ncs) n. A person who secs a thing happen. Ex. 
Mother was a witness of the accident at the street-corner. 
She witnessed (v.) it. i 

wizard (rciz-ard) n. A person (often mentioned in fairy-tales) who 
is supposed to have magic jM^wers. 
woe (wo) n. Grief, sorrow. To be woeful (loo-fiil) is to be sad. 
W'olf (woolf) n. A fierce wild animal like a large dog, 
wonder (wun-der) n. A feeling of surprise and adininilKin (see 
admire). A thing that causes this feeling is said to l>c icori- 
derful or xvondrous (aiMM-drus), Ex. The wondrous stars in the 
sky at night. 

wool n. The hair that grows on a sheep’s skin, and tlic thread 
made from this. Ex. Socks are made of icool. A t hing made 
of wool is Tvoollen (adj.). 

word (wurd) n. A numlier of sounds di noting (.v<r dcnct<») an 
object or idea, forms a sfioken wt>rd. When the-sc svunds 
are w'rittcn down by means of letters, they m:ik<‘ a wTitten 
W'or3. Ej. Small cliildren can say ivords before they can 
read or %rite them. 

workman (Tcerk-man) n. A man who works with his. hands, such 
as*a carpenter or plr.nitier (see these word.s). 
worry (leii-re) c. To feel anxious and troubled. Ex, Mother 
worries about Tommy's cougli. It is a worry (w.) to her. 
She feels worried about it. 

worship (tt'wr-sliip) u. 'l o love and honour (.see lu-noor). esficcially 
(iiid .\ church .seiAU'i" is piil/lic warship {tt.f, 
worthless (let/r/Zi-less) adj. Of no use or value. Ex. 1 he half- 
crown which the olit man paid for his ticket was found to be 
an mutation one (see imitate) and quite worthless. 
worthy (rrm-the) adj. To be worthy of respect or love means 
to ileservc it (see deserve). 

wound (woond) r. ct? n. To injure so as to cause bleeding (see 
bleed). Ex. I'ncle Henry was wounded in the war. His 
wound (n.) was not serious. 
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wrangle (ran^-gl) i>. To quarrel or argue, but not very seriously, 
wrap (rap) v. To put a cover round something. Bit. Please 
wrap this book in paper. Mother put a wrap (n.) round her 
shoulders. 

wrath (rawth) n. Great anger. 

wreath (reeth) n. Flowers and leaves arranged in a circle, 
wreck (rek) n. When a ship strikes a rock and breaks up, it 
bec(»me8 a wreck. It has been xorecked (v.). 
wren (ren) n. A small brown bird which has a very sweet song, 
wrench (rensh) o. To pull or twist. Ex. Tommy wrenched the 
lid off the biscuit tin. 

wrestle (res-1) v. To fight with a person by gripping him round 
the body and tr 3 ring to throw Um to the ground, 
wretched {retsh-ed) adj. Unhappy, miserable, 
wrinkle (rtn/s*!) n. A fold in the skin, especially on the face. 

Old people generally have wrinkles on their faces, 
wrist (list) n. The joint between the arm and the hand. 

Y 

yacht (yot) n. A small sailing boat much used in races, 
yard n. (a) A length of 86 inches, (b) An 
enclosed piece of ground, usually adjoining 
(see adjoin) a building. Ex. A farm-yard, 
yarn n. (a) Thread used for weaving (see 
weave). (&) A story. Ex. John told me 
a long yarn about a motor-car he had 
.seen. 

yawp n. d} V. A long breath with one*s 
mouth wide open, usually due (see due) to 
sleepiness. 

yearn (yern) v. To wish or long for some¬ 
thing. Ex. Mary is yearning for a bicycle, 
yelp n. dk v. The sharp bark of a dog when it has been hfirt. 
yew n. An evergreen tree, with red berries which lives to a great 
»gc. 

yield (yeeld) v. (a) To produce. Ex. To yield a good crop (see 
crop) of wheat, (b) To give in or surrender (see surrender). 
Ex. The enemy yielded after heavy fighting, 
yolk (yoke) n. The yellow part of an egg. 
ytmder adv. Over there. Ex. You see ^at hill yonder? 
jpiletide n. An old-fashioned word for Christmas-time. 



z 

seal n. Keenness or eagerness in dcung good work. Bx, Robert 
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is always fiiU of te€d at the beginning of term—he is zealous 
(zei-us). 

sebra (ze>bra) n. An animal like a horse but having hiack and 
white stripes on its body, 
zenith (zen-ith) n. The part of the sky that 
is exactly above our heads, 
zero (zeer-o) n. Nothing; the figure nought, 
zigzag (z^-zag) n. d; adj. \ crooked line 
{see crooked) which turns from side to 
side« making sharp comers. Ex. There 
is a zig-zag path through the wood, 
zinc (zink) n. A white metal rather like tin, 
which does not rust, 
zone n. One of the five bands into which the earth is divided by 
temperature {see divide and temperature). One is hot, two 
are cold and two temperate {see temperate), 
zoo n. The short name given to Zoological Gardens in which 
collections of all sorts of animals are kept, such as the one in 
Regent’s Park, London. 

Zulu n. A member of a South African tribe {see tribe). 
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COMMON ABBREVIATIONS 

A.A. Anti-aircraft ; Automobile Association 

A.B. Able-bodied seaman 

A/C Aircraft man 

a/c ac‘C‘Ouril : allernatint; current 

A. I). In the Year ol our I.oni (Lat.. .tnno Domini) 
a.m. belVire lutori (Lai., amr mrrnltrni) 

Hart. liaroneL 

li.H.C. British Bioadcastinjr i'oi poi aiiou. 

B. C. B(fore(hri-t 

B. K. British ]{aih\a\.s 
Bt, Baronet 

C. ( cnti^i'inle ; Ibnn.iu uunieral Ibi iiundred 
ca. about (Lat.. rnni) 

rt. eonifwire 
crn. eent!imtre(s) 

Co. Coinpany ; e<iiinly 
V o <‘aic of 

C.'ish mi dth\''r\ : Concise' Oxford Oie'tionary 
( . of K. Churcli of I'.noland 
tf, penn^, or j>eiice denartus) 

ti.e. direct current 
l).l). Dm'tor of Divinity 
do, (ditto) tla* same 

D. V. fioil wiilin^ (Lat.. Dcf> vdmtr) 
e.j^. for example (l.at., e.i’rm/di ^rah<i) 

Ksq. Bscpiire 

etc. (etcetera) and so b>rlli 
F. Vabrciibcit 

(LMJT'. fireenui' h Mean 'rune 
ti.P.O. (fcncrat l’«ist tH)ic<‘ 

H.L. His I' >.x<'cllcncy : luutt e\i>losi\c 
H.M.S. Ihs (oi Her) Majesty’s Slop 
ILM.S.O. Mis (or Her) Majestv's Slatioiit'rv Ofliec 
H.Q. 1 U‘:id«|iiartcrs 

H. U.IL Mis (or Ilei) Bovat lliofmcss 
i.e. that is (l.at., id rst) 

I. Q. lull lliijeTii*'* Quotient 

J. 'I'.A, linlepemb-iit 'I'tlcvision Xatliorit^ 

Jno. .fobn 

,LP, Justice of ttie Peace 
km. kilonietre(s) 

Boman iiunicrat for liCty 
£ poundfs) sloriiijc 
Lat. J.atm ; latitude 
lb. poiiodis) ud^ht (Lat., Hbta) 
l.b.w. before wicket 
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L.C.C. I-ondon County Council 
long, loiif^itiidc 

L. s.d. pounds, shillings and pence {I.at.. Hbrm, aoUdi, denarii) 
Ltd. Limited 

M. Monsieur; Homan luiineral for l,(M)0 
M .A. Muster of Arts 

M.C.C, Mar\lcl)oiie Cncket t’liilj : Middl»'.ex ( luuity t 

M.D. Doctor of Medicine 

Messrs. Clenticincu 

Mile Madenioisclle 

mm. Mill li met re (s) 

Mme Madame 

M.P. Member of Parliament ; Miiilary Poliee(iii;ui J 

M. Sc. Master of Scienci' 

N. A.T.O, North Atlantie Treaty thganiMition 
N.B. Note well, take aoiiee (l.at.. nain hem i 
N.C.O. Non ( otiimi.ssiooed Ddietr 

no. number (Lat., nu/aere) 

N. S.P.C.C. National S«>eitty for tlie I’u*ventioii ol to 

Children 

O. B.E. (JlTicer of the (Order of the) Hntish Kinpire 

O. H.M.S, On llis (or Her) Maje>ty's Sei\iee 
oz. oiiin.'cfsl 

F.A.Y.L. Pay As \‘on loarn (of income ta\l 

P. C. i'oliee (. oust able 
per cent bv the luimtrcd 

p. m. after riooii (Lat., pnai mertdiem) 

P.S. postscript ; wiitleii afterwards (Lat . fost ^ertjitnm) 

P.'I’.O. Please turn oxer 
C>.C. Queen's Ciairisel 

q. v. which see <Lat , vide) 

R.C. I L’nimn I atbolic 

R.f.P. May In' (or .she) rt 04 peace (l.at , requiesent in pare} 
R.N, Roviif Nav v 

R.S.P.C A. IboalSocc iurthe Previ ntionot (iie'ltyloAfuiiuils 

R. S.V.P. Please repls O-'r- nch. >rpomltz, sd ? ms /doit) 

S. shlltMig(s) (Lai., solnii) 

S.S. Seciet Sci v icc ; ■>!i .iiii'-iifp 
SS, Saints 

I'.D.C. t rlMii Disirn t ( ontici! 

C.K. Vnited Ivmgdnn 
CoN. I iiittsl N.ition.s 

r. S.A. I’niti'.i Mates o( \tnirit.i 

V'. [lonuin numt'Tal ior l)\c; v against fl at., inKusi 

V.C-, Vi( toria ( ross 

viij. namelv, to wit (1 at.. ; 

V.M C.A., Y AV.f'.A. ViMtng Men s (Women s) Chii^tian A‘^^M. t- 
alioii 
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THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH OF NATIONS 

The British Commonwealth consists of thirteen fully independent, 
self-governing Member-nations and the Dependencies of thos< 
countries. ITie Member-nations are, in addition to the Unitec 
Kingdom, the countries which were formerly known as Dominions 
(Canada, Australia and New Zealand) and the new Member-nations 
which have come into being since the Second World War (India. 
Pakistan, Ceylon, Ghana, the Federation of Malaya, Cyprus. 
Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Tanganyika). South Africa elected tc 
leave the Commonwealth in 1961. 

There are also two Federations, the Federation of Rhodesia and 
Nyasalnrul and the Federation of the West Indies, whicii conduct 
their own affairs over a wide range of subjects, but they are not 
fully independent members of the Commonwealth and they arc 
still responsible to the United Government in certain matters. 
The Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland came into existence 
in 1953,' and comprises the Colony of Southern Rhodesia and the 
Protectorates of Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland. The Federa¬ 
tion of the West Indies was formed in 1958. It consists of the 
islands of Barbados, Jamaica, the LeeM'ard Islands (Antigua, 
Montserrat, St. Christopher-Nevis-Anguilla), Trinidad, Tobago and 
the Windward Islands (Dominica, Grenada, St. IiU(;ia,St. Vincent). 
Jamaica is to become independent outside the Federation in 19G2. 

All the Members of the Commonwealth make their own laws, 
and all of them, including the two semi-independent Federations, 
arc free to elect their own parliaments. 

The Queen is the symbol of the free association of the Me.mbers 
of the Commonwealth. Kxcept in India, Pakistan, the Federation 
of Malaya, Cyprus and Ghana, she is Queen of each Member- 
country and is represented by a Governor-General. India, Pakis¬ 
tan, Cyprus and Ghana, which are Republics, with Presidents as 
Head of State, and the Federation of Malaya, which has one of the 
Malay Rulers as Head of State, do not owe allegiance Vo the Queen, 
but accept her as Head of the Commonwealth. 


UNITED KINGDOM 

(including England and Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland, 
the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands) 


Capital Towns of these Countries are: 

England.London 


Wales .... 
Scotland 

Northern Ireland 
Isle of Man . 
Jersey, C.l. 
Guernsey, C.I. 


Cardiff 

Edinburgh 

Belfast 

Douglas 

St. Helieb 

St. Peter Port 
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In 1931, when the last census, or count, was taken, the total 
population of the United Kingdom was 52,673,000. There are 
nlany types of scenery. The highest land is in Central and North¬ 
west England, North Wales, and Scotland. The highest peak of 
the United Kingdom is Ben Nevis (4,406 ft.) in Scotland. Snowdon 
(3,560 ft.) is the highest in North Wales, and the highest point in 
England is Scafell Pike (8,210 ft.) in Cumberland. 

The Severn is the longest river in Great Britain, flowing 220 
miles into the Bristol Channel. The Thames, upon whose banks 
London is built, flows 210 miles to the North Sea. 


CANADA 

Canada is divided into the following Provinces and Territories, 
each with its capital city: 

Albcrta (cap. Edmonton). 

British Columbia (cap. Victoria). 

Manitoba (cap. Winnipeg). 

New Brunswick (cap. Fredericton). 

Newfoundland (cap. St. John's). 

Nova Scotia (cap. Halifax). 

Ontario (cap. Toronto). 

Prince Edward Island (cap. Charlottetown). 

Quebec (cap. Quebec). 

Saskatchewan (cap. Regina). 

Yukon Territory (caj). Whitehorse). 

North-West Territories (cap. Ottawa, which is the Federal 
Capital). , 

In 1957 it was estimated ' ual there were 16,589,000 people living 
in Canada^ Canada is many times larger than the United Kingdom, 
)ut the popuiy.ion is much smaller. There are more f>eople iiviag 
n the eastern or Atlantic provinces of Canada than in central 
jr western parts. Important cities in the east include Quebec, 
Montreal, Ottawa and Toronto. 

The International Boundary between Canada and the United 
jStates of America runs through the famous Great Lakes, and 
[Niagara Falls, which, therefore, lie partly in Canada and partly in 
the U.S.A. West of the Great Lakes are the prairies—huge areas 
»f fertile wheat lands and extensive pastiire.s where big herds of 
‘Stile are grazed. 

Further west still are the Rocky Mountains which extend to 
he Pacific coast. In this mountain range are many peaks over 
[10,000 ft. liigh, and the area offers some of the finest s^nery in 
'anada. Important roads and railways cross the Rockies at the 
l^'ellowhead and Kicking Horse Passes. 

The longest and most important river in Canada is the St. 



T.nwrenoe, which flows into the Gulf of St. Lawrence and thence 
to the Atlanlic Ocean. 

In addition to tier nunieroiis factories and mines Canada 
noted in particular for the ^rain, harvested on the prairies, the 
timber, jnrown (.specially on the slopes of the liocky Mountains 
and the furs wiiiclj are r>btaiiicd by lonely trappers in the cold 
IjouIs of Northern Canada. I'i.shinf», too, is an inijxirtant occupa¬ 
tion on tlie l*aeific and Atlantic* coasts. 


AirSTRALIA 

The fcileral ca|)ita) ()f Australia is Canberra and the country is 
divided into the followirif' States : 

Nkvv South \Vai-i>' (eaj). Sydney). 

OuKF-N.si.ANi> (cap. Ili-i.-sbanc). 

So/'TJi Austuai.ia (cap. Adelaide). 

Tas>;ania fcaj). IJobart). 

VitTOiUA (cap. Melbourne). 

Wi'STKKN A( sTiiAMA (cai>. Perth), 

Part ot Northern Australia is known a.s the Northern Territory 
(chief town, l);invin). 

Also under the adniinislralion of the Australian Government 
are: 

Ten dory of New (juinra 

Territory of Papua. 

Norfolk Island. 

, Nauru Island. 

^('ocos-Kccliicj Islands. 

The Australian .Antarctic 'I'erritory. 

In it was estimated that there %vere peoftle living 

in Australia. 'I'he majority live in the .s(»uth-east.‘.)etweeu Hri.s 
bane in the nortli and JMelhourne in the .south, in a narrow coastal 
plain between the Pacihe Ocean and the e<;a,sta] ranuc of mountains. 
West oi the mounl.tin i.tSif;. arc the enormous pluinsof the Murray 
Darlin^j river basius. 

'I’he Ulterior and W'eslern parts of Au.stralia consist mostly of 
stony and sandv deserts, scruti lands, and salt marshes. Large, 
prospe-r<>us cattle and siieep stations are situated on the phiins and 
lower lulls of Soulh-east Aiislr.iiia. 'J'hi' hichest, peak iii tin 
mountains of flic south ca.st is Kosciu^k'o (7,d2.’» ft.), m Nev. 
South Walch. 

Tlie largest river system is the Murray, with its tribularie- 
Darling. Lachlan and Murrumbuigee, whose waters flow inb 
Spencer Gulf, on the south const. 

i'tnil, iron, coppc'r, zinc, gold and sih cr are mined .Mitjcessfiill - 
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in Australia and traces of other minerals and metals have been 
found. The extent of mineral supplies in the whole country is 
not yet known. 


NEW ZEALAND 

The Dominion of New Zealand consists of a group of several 
islands in the South Pacific Ocean. Also under the administration 
of New Zealand are the Ross Dependency, an uninhabited area 
in the Antarctic, where whaling is carried on, the Cook Islands, 
the Tokelau Islands, and Trust Territories in Western Samoa. 

In 19.57 the total number of people living in New Zealand 
(including the Island Territories) was estimated at *2,*244..‘J01. 

The capital of New Zealand is Wellington. The two main islands 
of New Zealand proper are divided into provincial districts which 
are; 

In the North Island : 

Auckland (cap. Auckland). 

Hawkers Bay (cap. Napier). 

Taranaki (cap. New Plymouth). 

Gisborne (cap. Gisborne). 

Wellington (cap. Wellington). 

In the South Island : 

Marlborough (cap. Blenheim). 

Nelson (cap. Nelson). 

Wi.sTLAND (cap. Greyniouth). 

Canterbury (cap. Christchurch). 

Otago (cap. Dunedin). 

These two main islands are mountainous, the highest peak being 
Mt. Corfu (12,850 ft.) in SoiiLli Island. 'I'he inouutains of North 
Island inelui^ two active volcanoes, and this island is alsu noleii 
for its peculiar hot springs and geysers. 

Agriculture i.s the mom industry in New ZePdand, v lii< h is 
famous the world over for her meat and wool exports. Lambs 
bred for llieir meat are grazed on the rich, lowland pastur<“> such 
as the Canterbury Plains, while merino sheep, wdueh are kept on 
the higher ground, produce best-quality wool. Dairy eallle are 
also kepi on the lowland pastures and the produce goes to faclorie*. 
for processing into butter, cheese and ctmdenscd nulk. 

Gold and coal are the only rmnerals found in any quiudity in 
New Zealand. 


INDIA AND PAKISTAN 

The India Jrulependcnce Act. 1947, changed llu wlmh- .svslcni 
of governmetd, ami from that date the Indian I'-rnpire consiste<l 
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of the Republic of India, the Dominion of Pakistan, which became 
a Republic in 1956, and various territories. 

REPUBLIC OP INDIA 

Delhi is the capital, and the Republic was proclaimed there, 
formally, in 1950. This city is also the seat of government and 
the centre of administration. The first president was elected in 
January 1950. At the time of the last census, in 1951, there were 
856,741,669 people living in the Republic, lliese people are 
concentrated in areas such as river deltas, where they often live 
iti poverty. 

To the north of India are the Himalayan Mountains which 
contain the highest peaks in the world. Mt. Everest (29,002 ft.) 
is the highest mountain of all. South-west of the Himalayas is a 
northern plateau, where Delhi is situated, and east of that is the 
valley of the Ganges River, which together with the River 
Brahmaputra, flows into a large delta with many mouths, and so 
into the Bay of Bengal. 

Peninsular India consists of a large plateau, highest on the west, 

' <and sloping gradually to a coastal plain on the east. 

The big mountain ranges of the north keep out the cold winter 
weather of Central Asia, and practically the whole of India (apart 
from the mountain areas) has a tropical climate. There is a re^ar 
monsoon system and the wet season is from June to September. 

Rice, tea, millet, wheat and sugar-cane are important crops and 
the major part of the world’s supply of jute is grown in the basin 
of the Ganges. 

PAKrSTAN 

a 

The Dominion of Pakistan was formed in 1947, with Karachi 
as the capital and scat of government. In 1956 the Constitution 
of Pakistan was passed when the country becami ■ a Federal 
Republic, with a National Assembly having full control in federal 
matters. The country is made up of two areas, West Pakistan 
and East Pakistan, which are separated by more than 1,000 miles 
of India’s territory. The total number of people living in the 
Republic is nearly 76 million. 

The Indits is the most important river in the country and its 
basin provides an area of fertile ground. 

Rice, tea, wheat, sugar-cane, jute, maize and cotton are growm 
in large quantities, and to assist in her agriculture, Pakistan has 
one of the longest irrigation systems in the world. 

CEYLON 

The Dominion of Ceylon is an island area separated from the 
mainland of India by the narrow Palk Strait. 
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The population of Ceylon is about 8,108,660. Colombo is the 
capital city, and the Dominion is divided into municipal councils 
for the purposes of local government. 

Rice is the most important crop, but others include tea, coconuts, 
rubber, tobacco and spices. Livestock on the island include 
cattle, buffaloes, sheep, goats, pigs and poultry. 

GHANA 

In 1957 the British Colony of the Gold Coast and its territories 
became the independent state of Ghana. 

The country is situated in West Africa on the Gulf of Guinea, 
where the climate is cooler than in most tropical countries. It was 
estimated in 1956 that 4,691,000 people lived there. Accra is 
the capital. 

Cocoa and palm kernels are important crops and (ihana is also 
rich in gold, manganese, bauxite, timber and diamonds. 

FEDERATION OF MALAYA 

The Federation of Malaya consists of nine sovereign Malay 
States, and Penang and Malacca, which were former British 
Settlements included in the Federation when it was recognised 
as an independent country in 1957. These eleven states form the 
Malay Peninsula. 

The Rulers of the nine Malay States elect one of their number 
as Head of State for five years. The seat of Government of the 
Federation of Malaya is at Kuala Lumpur. 

The chief raw materials produced arc rubber, tin, palm oil, 
coconut oil and copra. 

. CYPRUS 

The island of Cyprus is situated in the Mediterranean about 40 
miles from nearest point on the coast of Turkey. It became 
an independent Republic in 1960. Its area is 3,572 square miles 
and its estimated population in 19.’39 was 561,400. The capital is 
Nicosia. The agricultural products include wheal, barley, oats, 
beans, olives, potatoes, cotton, onions, grapes, oranges and lemons. 

NIGERIA 

The Federation of Nigeria is situated on the west coast of 
Africa, bounded on the south by the Gulf of Guinea. It became 
independent in 1960, and is divided into the three regions of 
Northern, Western and Eastern Nigeria and the federal territory 
ef Lagos. The area is 339,170 square miles and the population in 
mid 1960 was 35,297,000. Lagos is the capital. The products 
include groundnuts, cotton, hides and skins, tin, palm produce, 
cocoa, timber and rubber. 
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SIERRA LEONE 

Sierra Leone became independent in 1961. It is bounded oil 
the north-west, north and north-east by the Republic of Guinea, 
on the south-east by Liberia and on the south-west by the Atlantic 
Ocean. The area is 27,925 square miles and the estimated popula¬ 
tion in 1960 was million. The capital is Freetown. The main 
a|rricultural products are palm kernels, palm oil, rice, cocoa, coffee, 
groundnuts, ginger, kola-nuts and cassava. 

TANGANYIKA 

'I'anganyika is bounded on the north by Kenya and Uganda, 
on the west by the Congo, on the south by Portuguese East Africa 
and on the east by the Indian Ocean. It became independent 
111 1961. The area is 361,800 square miles and the estimated 
population (mid I960) was 9,238,000. Dar cs Salaam is the 
capital., The chief crops are sisal, coffee, cotton and oilseeds. 

UGANDA 

Tganda is to become independent in 1002. It is bounded on 
the north bv the Sudan, on the east by Kenya, on the south by 
Tanganyika an<l on the west by the Congo. Its area is 93,981 
8<juare miles and its estimated population in 1959 was 6,538,175. 
'rhe capital is Entebbe. 'Phe most important crops are cotton, 
coffee, tobacco, maize and groundnuts. 


COLONIES AND PROTECTORATES 


fhesc Include : 

Aden Colony and Protect¬ 
orate. 

BaliUinas. 

Hasutol'ifid. Hechuanaland 
and Swaziiajiii. 

Hermiida. 

Hritish * fUi.iOa. 

Hritc-li ll.'iiihna^. 

Ntulii Ihtrneo. 

Ibiim'i 

1 uikiand Islands. 

Fiji. 

(iamhia. 

Gibraltar. 

Hong Kong. 


Kenya. « 

Maidive Islands. * 

Malta, G.C. < 

Mauritius. 

Pacific Islands (including 
(»ilbert and Ellice Isles, 
British Solomon Isles and 
the Tonga or Friendly 
Isles). 

St. Helena. 

Sarawak. 

S^'vehclles I.slands. 

• 

Singapore. 

Virgin Islands. 

Zanzibar Protectorate. 










